101
BANDSAW BOX

Materials

Wood Selection

The two basic categories of wood used most often in wood working projects are hardwood and
softwood. Hardwood is more durable and less prone to dents and scratches. It is also more
expensive but will finish to a better advantage. Soft woods, like pine, are more prone to dents and
scratches and do not have the durability of hardwood. Softwoods are much less expensive and
easier to find.

Ask your lumber supplier to show you "Class 1 " or "Select Grade" lumber. Make sure it is properly
dried, straight, and free of knots and defects. (It may be impossible to be completely free of defects
but be sure you understand how to cut around these.)

Ask your Lumber supplier for assistance when purchasing your wood. Similar to laying a pattern out
on a piece of cloth, often you can cut several different pieces of the same thickness of wood out of a
single piece. It is a good idea to add up the total number of board feet, being careful to make sure
you group short pieces in a board with long pieces to minimize waste.

This project could be built out of scrap wood already in your workshop. If you choose to use new
stock from the lumber yard, both hardwoods and softwood are good choices.

Note: Developing a good relationship with Your lumber suppliers is important. They can help guide
you in making material selections as well as making special orders for a type of wood you may
desire for a project.

Now that you have reviewed safety hints, learned the mistakes to avoid, reviewed the basic
components and gathered your tools and materials for your projects - you are ready to BEGIN!
Steps to Follow:

For this project you can use scrap pieces of wood from other projects or a solid block of wood to
create a beautiful box. The steps to follow for this project are:

1. Laminate the pieces of wood (if not using a solid block).
2. Cutthe block to size.

3. Make the drawers.
4

. Finish sand the drawers and carcass.

Laminate the Scrap Pieces of Wood
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1.

Stack scrap wood of approximate width and length together
for a stack that can be cut by your band saw blade.

- Use wood glue on the inside pieces of the stack and clamp

together and set over night to dry. Alternating the grains is a
nice touch depending on the wood scraps that you are using.

Cutting the Sides (A & B)

1.

Using a ¥4" width band saw blade cut the block to size. A ¥4"
blade will be used for all the following cuts because it will
provide a tighter fit for the drawers and a neater cut.

. Mark the sides of the box, a "V" will do so that later when you

glue the box you know which side belongs where.

- Using the band saw cut the sides off being careful to make

the cuts straight and accurate for later assembling of the box.
The tape makes this cut at ¥2" into the solid wood.

Making the Drawers

1.

On the center block (C) mark the interior of the box for your
drawer. Make the corners rounded so that the band saw will
not bind when making the cut.

. Cut out the drawer (H) making sure to go slowly and stay on

the scrap side of the mark.

- Cut off the sides of the drawers (E&F) being careful to mark

their proper location for gluing later.

. Cut the interior of the drawer out, again being careful to

round the turns so that the band saw does not bind.

- Sand lightly all the pieces before gluing on the sides.

suggested.

Finish Sanding the Drawers and Carcass
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. F. Glue the sides on the carcass and the drawers. Use clamps to hold tight till the glue dries, over night is

1. Using a belt sander finish sand the carcass. This can be used to round the edges as well as smooth the glue

joints on the carcass.

2. The belt sander and fine sand paper can finish the drawer. Make sure that as you sand, check the drawer often

for smooth opening and closing.
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