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Better sound through rgsearch’

Introducing

LB Bose® Bluetooth® Headset Series 2

Adjusts to the noise around you. Automatically.

Only the Bose Bluetooth Headset Series 2 has Adaptive Audio Adjustment technology so
you can effortlessly hear calls with a new level of sound quality — even as noise levels change.

Plus, an exclusive noise-rejecting microphone system helps callers hear less of the
distractions around you, including wind and noise. So your voice sounds more natural.

Fo AT

A well-balanced design and soft StayHear™ tip lets you wear it comfortably for hours, while
iIntuitive controls make it easy to use. This headset also enbles A2DP streaming.
No other Bluetooth headset offers all this. Discover the difference for yourself.

Visit your nearest Bose store for a demo!

For more information and store locations visit www.Boseindia.com or call toll-free 1-800-11-2673

@201l Bose Corporation. The Bluetooth wora mark Is a registered trademark owned
by Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any such use by Bose Corporation is under license, Please quote the reference no: GGI12-06
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THE BEST GADGETS
OF THE YEAR

At the end of an eventful year, we look
af the top stuff that 2011 gave us.
Helped by a panel of experts, we
announce our list of the best there
were in mobile phones, computers,
felevision, photography, home
enterainment, audio systems, porfable
media players and gaming. In a year
of excellence, there were products that
ran each other dose in. But G&G's top
listers impressed by their innovation,
performance and value for money.

AndrmdS\lI.
tofitthe

DUrse

Phones on the Android operafing system are
no longer the expensive devices they used to
be. There are o number of them in the
market that don’t cost o bomb.

) chil pill for

the season

The weather gods may not be o genial lot
during winter. But there is fechnology that
can fake the edge off the season’s bite.
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. '~ Sony's qUIe’r coup

It took Scm,r more than fwo years fo
enter the tablet market. 4
But with its Tablet
S, it has turned
the tables on the
stoid designing of other members
in its tribe.

DA handle

on Twitter

Tips and tricks on how
fo get the best out of
yOur presence on

fhe popular net-
working site.

@ )) Contrast rationale

In the second of our series on how to use Adobe
Photoshop to moke photographs better, we tell you
how fo balance the contrast and sharpen or blur
parfs of the image and to watermark your photo.

lustrotion by SANTOSH KHUSHWAHA
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> WHAT ABOUT THE
SMALLER TABLETS?

There are so many
tablets in the market
now. Could you do a
cover story on the best 7-
inch Tablets that are cur-
rently available in India,
namely the Samsung
Galaxy Plus, Lenovo
[deapad Al, Acer Iconia
A100, Reliance 3G Tab,
HCL Me X1, iBall Slide
and the XTab. It would
be really illuminating to
learn about the CPU,
GPU, RAM, ROM,
Android version, price,
and hardware differences
among these.

SANDIP ROY, VIA EMAIL

We did a comprehensive cover story
om tablets in the December issue.
some 7-inch tablets were included
in the story. But thanks for your
suggestion—and wail for a story en
the comparative merits of 7-inch
tablets.

7> ON THE INDIAN SHOP SHELF

['ve been reading G&G for the past few
months. The reviews are all good but
have a small suggestion. Please mention
where we can get the products in India.
[ tried to buy the Nopopo battery and
the Ubislate but their official websites

> THE WAIT FOR NOVELTY

From the days when watching a 3D movie
Wwas a rare treat, we are NOw at a stage
where this amazing technology is now in
the living rooms of our homes (“2D to 3D",
December 2011). But the problem is the
lack of content. We bought our LCD televi-
sion sets and waited all these years for high-
resolution content. Only now are we
getting channels in hi-defition and we
know different TV watching has become.
Hopefully, content providers, especially TV
serial and movie makers, will start churning
out 3D stuff for our homes. Then surely, 3D
will become a true TV phenomenon.

RUPIN BHANDARI, DEHRADUN

>~ IMAGINE, A MOBILE LIFE SAVER!

When I read the story on mobile operating systems
(“What the new mobile OS is all about”, December
2011), I realised that perhaps the mobile phone can
become a weapon against terrorism. Someone can in-
vent a phone that, perhaps with electronic waves, can
smell out tRDX and other explosive materials, and
determine its exact location. These can be used by in-
vestigative agencies and they can be placed at various
spots—crowded places, trains, airports, on buses, etc.
A beep or a red light can signal the presence of explo-
sives. Such a mobile, if manufactured, can help the
authorities locate and defuse bombs and help save
innocent human lives.

MAHESH KAPASI, NEW DELHI

> PRICELESS!

[ look forward to
getting every issue
of G&G. When
will you add the
conversion to dol-
lars of all rupee

are overseas. Please mention the launch pricing? That
dates for India. would be useful.
SATTISH L, COIMBATORE NELSON
(SUREOWL(@GMAIL.COM)

Nopapo battery is available at ww. basecamp.in, while

the Ubislate will be _re_ie-z_ﬁed soon.

January, 2012

Since we write about prod-
ucts that are available in
India, we do not usually
give dollar prices.

|

>~ COVER UP

Is it really necessary to have
naked girls on the cover of a
tech magzine! Looks like

a cheap trick for sales
to me.

DWIJ MISHRA, VIA

INTERACT WITH 6&6

Visit us at:

www.gadgetsngizmos.in
.i focebook.com/gedgetsandgizmos

sir)
@, twither.com/gngmagazing

to catch up on tech news,
comment on, discuss and read
archived G&G stories.

Mail us at

lettersGG@intoday.com

All comments and suggestions
printed on this page may be edited
for length and clority.
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| am writing this letter for advice. | am planning to buy the Samsung

Galaxy S 1l. Please give me o detailed review about the device. You could

even suggest a phone for me that will cost @ maximum of ¥ 25,000. It

should be an Android smartphone, have a bright screen, fast processing
speed, a good camera and GPS/A-GPS. It must also be 3G-enabled.

Savray Kumar, on email

The Samsung Galaxy S Il is an
m awesome device. Powered by a
1.2 GHz dual-core processor, it
is quick in handling everything, includ-
ing email, apps, browsing, camera, etc.
The 4.3-inch capacitive display is super
bright and rich and you would enjoy us-
ing the phone. The only issue you
might face is with the battery. The
Galaxy S II is fuelled by a 1720 mAh
battery that manages to run through a
day if you have the normal stuff run-
ning on the phone.lt sells at ¥ 29,990,
Under ¥ 25,000 options include the LG
Optimus 2X, HTC Sensation and the
Sony Ericsson Xperia Arc.

My contact details (around 4,000 of them) are

stored in my Nokia E5 purchased around two

months ago. | am having problems now. When |

get some calls, the caller’s name is not displayed.
Also, when | go to the search options for contacts, | find
that the phone number of contacts with names from A to
K (e.g., Abu, Kumaresan) are not displayed. | feel that
this is due to a memory problem.

M Mohavesr Chand , on email

Before you try out anything, we would recom-
m mend that you back up all your data, including

vour contacts, with the PC suite so that you
are not left high and dry. After this, go for a hardware
reset using *#7370# tollowed by the default 12345.
This will wipe your phone completely. You can then

transfer your contacts to the phone again and hope-
fully your phone should stop malfunctioning.

| recently bought a Dell XPS 173 D laptop and

after playing games for a tew hours, it got very
hot. | want your suggestions on a good cooling
pag which is durable and efficient.

Viren Parmar, on email

m There are a plenty of cooling pads available in

the market. A cooling pad is recommended to

help you avoid any burns or discomfort. You can
choose among the Philips cooling pad that bundles up
as a carrying case, the Logitech N120, N100 and the
Antec cooling pads. All these are good, but the
Logitech and Antec ones are USB-connected and
would, therefore, block a USB port on your laptop.

IT Gadgets & Gizrmos
January, 2012

SAMSUN

| want to buy a
42-inch LED
TV with 3D
and Internet
capabilities for
around 70,000. Pls
also suggest o good
1TB external HDD for
around ¥ 7,000.
Rishab Kansal, on email

The product
closest to your
price point is
the LG LW 4500 3D
smart TV, but its price
is X 79,990. This
42-inch TV has all
the specifications that
vou said you needed.
As for the HDD, you

can get the sleek

Seagate Freeagent
GoFlex 1TB for
around ¥ 6,500.

| want to digitise my large

collection of cuttings from

newspapers and magazines,

most of them printed on high
quality paper. They are taking up
too much space and are hard to or-
ganise. Please suggest an all-in-one
solution, namely a printer+ scan-
ner - copier.

BY Shrinivasprasad, on emoail

Obviously you will be doing a
large number of scans and
copies. We would recommend

the Canon Pixma MX366 for your

needs, which include scanning all your

paper cuttings and then organising
them as digital files. The MX366 can
print in both colour and black and is
easy to use. | his efficient all-in-one

costs ¥ 5,990,

| recently downloaded a game

torrent but | don’t know how to

open that file. Please help me.

How can | open torrent file and
install the game? If it requires a soft-
ware please give a link from which |
can download it.

Devansh Chowda, on email

connects to various users and enables
vou to get the file. A popular one is
mu-torrent, or utorrent. Download
and install an application, say
utorrent from www.utorrent.com.
Then you can double click on the
torrent file that you want to down-
load. It will be opened by the
application. Select where you want to
save the file. The download will start
in a few minutes depending on the
number of hosts/users available with
the same file. Make sure you choose a

You need a torrent application
to download a torrent file. The
application is a software that

file option that shows a large number
of users.

HELP AT HAND

N Having trouble with your laptop? Would like to boost your cell phone’s ca-
A pabilities? Want advice on what camera is best for your needs? Write to us
with all your queries and we will have experts answering them.

Email us af hel

A &
(CIntooay. com
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COOKING UP
ENTERTAINMENT

For all those who twiddle their
thumbs waiting for the micro-
wave oven to ping when its
done, here is what four young
tyros built in just 40 hours at the
University of Pennsylvania. The
mWave (the Greek letter Mu is
a symbol for ‘micro’) is a modi-
fied Westinghouse oven that
plays YouTube videos of the
same duration as your food’s
cooking time. When the cook-
ing is through, it sends an SMS
to your smartphone. It also has
its own witter account to tweet
about its use. But don't rush to
the market just yet. It is not
commercially available. Tt was
only created by the students for

the university’s PennApps
hackathon.

WISE CABBIE,

SMART DRIVE

Radio cabs are a
convenience, but
most of the times
you have to walt a
while for it to ap-
pear. In London, a
city with one of
the highest pene-
trations of smart-
phones, firms
have come up
with apps like
Hailo, LDNTaxi,
Get Taxi and
Kabee. Since all
smartphones in-
corporate a GPS
system, the
caller’s location is
determined by the
company, which
then informs the
smartphone-
wielding driver
closest to the pas-
senger. The apps
have reportedly
led to better all-
round experience
for everyone.

COMPUTER DIET
FOR WEIGHT LOSS

The trouble with eating is the body does not tell
you exactly when your needs are satisfied, and by
the time you feel full, you might well have packed
away extra calories that show up on your waistline.
That is where the Mandometer, they claim, helps.
The device consists of a scale that is connected to a
computer. The software allows the patient to see on
the computer display a comparison between a
normal rate of eating and level of satiety and an
overweight user’s own rate and satiety perception.
In around four months, the user is apparently
trained to eat like a normal person does. Eat nor-
mal, weigh normal, voila!

Imagine the amount of scientific information that lies in computers in the
form of research data, academic artides, theories, etc. Now imagine some-
one intelligently trawling through all that information and linking all com-
mon data. Wouldn't that take decades? Not if it is CRAB. Researchers from
Cambridge University and the Karolinksa Institute of Sweden have come up

with a system called CRAB that can read the scientific papers like a human
would, but infinitely foster. The first task that CRAB will undertake is to mine
the data for cancer research. The system is the latest implementation of @
rapidly emerging form of arfifidal intelligence called natural language
processing, which is also used in the Siri personal assistant software in the
iPhone 4S. It allows computers to read texts and derive meaning from them,
despite their complexity and ambiguities, as humans do.

[T Gadgets & Gizmaos
January, 2012
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The increase in percentage since July 2011 of malware aimed at Google's
Android operating system, according to Juniper Global Threat Center, US.
With Android selling 2,50,000 units every day, and its free-for-all app de-
velopment, the 08-specific malware has surged phenomenally.

BATHROOM
SONGS ON
WATER RADIO

[t you thought all that water in the bathroom
was going down the drain, then Vivian Black
not only thought about it but went one step
forward. Vivian Black is mainly remembered
before this for his success in commercialising
British inventor Trevor Baylis” hand-cranked
radio for use in remote areas of Africa.

Black employed the power created by the
motion of water to run a radio. The radio, which
he has named the H20, uses a micro-turbine
technology fo generate power from the flow of
water when the shower is turned on. The water-
proof instrument clips on to the water pipe that
runs up to the showerhead. The radio is manu-
factured by the Tango Group. Thanks to them,
bath time can well mean Kolaveritime.

What's better than a phone
with a Focebook App? A
Facebook Phone. There are
rumours that Taiwanese
phone maker HTC has
been tasked by the social
networking site o build o
phone, codenamed Buffy,
that is geared fo integrafe
the communication device
with Facebook. Apparently,
Bufhy will run on o

tweaked version of Android
and will support HTML5 as
application platform.
Obviously it is foo early for
any discussion on ifs fea-
tures, designing or ifs re
lease date. For the millions

who can’t do without their
daily dose of FB, this
phone will be a godsend.
But there’s a period of
waiting involved, rather
like the fime between @
friend request being sent
and the arrival of the
confirmation.

SERVED, WITH
WARM REGARDS

Eager fo grasp at all ideas that could help
avoid fossil fuel use, two researchers at the
University of Virginia and four at Microsoft
Research explored the possibility of using
computer network servers to heat homes in
chilly weather. In a paper presented at the
Usenix Workshop on Hot Topics in Cloud
Computing, they said the server—still
operated by their companies — could be
placed inside homes and used as a source
of heat. The authors call the concept “data
furnace.” They calculated that in the cola-
est climate, about 110 motherboards could
keep a home as toasty as a conventional
furnace does. In warmer seasons, the heat
generated would be vented out.

TAKE ON TECH

“We are seeing the rise of new economic
powers throughout Asia, as well as Brazil,
Russia and West Asia. The Internet will dearly
be the best way to engage this new world. We
know three billion more people will come
online by the end of the decade, mostly in
emerging economies. In 2011, any kind of
business can tap that kind of opportunity.”

ERIC SCHMIDT,
Executive Chairman, Google Inc

Gadgets & Gizmos a

January, 2012



Applications are invited for B.Tech Programmes
Biotech * Bioinfo * Biomed = Civil = C5E = ECE = EEE = EIE = IT = Mech * Mech (Energy) * Mech (Chem) = Mech (Auto)

VIT Engineering Entrance Examination (VITEEE - 2012)
21° April 2012 (Saturday) Time : 2.30 pm - 5.00 pm

Application forms can be obtained » by handing over a DD for Rs.950/- in person at
> from the designated branches of Post Offices on cash VIT University, Vellore (or) at VIT, Chennai Campus
payment of Rs.950/-. Details available in the VIT (or) at Chennai City Office
website; www.vit.ac.in > Apply online at www.vit.ac.in/admissions
» by sending a Demand Draft for Rs.950/- drawn in (Online applicants need to pay Rs.900/- only)
favour of “VIT University”, payable at Vellore, to the
Admissions Officer with a request letter containing Last date of receipt of application :
the full address of the applicant 29.02.2012

For eligibility criteria and other details visit : www.vit.ac.in

Take the first step towards

bemng chosen by the best.

For the 4™ year in a row, VIT has achieved the top

spot in placements. Two of these have even made it to the
“Limeca Book of Records” for creating a new national record for
highest placements by a company from a single campus. So if
you want to be chosen by the best companies, take the first step,
by applying to an institution that is among the best.

VIT

UNIVERSITY

PEstd w's 1ot UGC Act 1958)
VELLORE ® CHENNAI
www.vit.ac.in

Admissions Officer Administrative Officer Chennai City Office

VIT University VIT University ~ Chennai Campus New No. 6, (Old No. W-73), Second Street,
Vellore - 632 014, Tamil Nadu. ‘*f?“dﬂ“!“ '_E,E"f*’?}b'*]‘f‘k'ﬂ"?}"'. ff“'i‘dx Anna Nagar (Opp.Towers Club),

Phone: +91 - 416-220 2125 /2157 / 2168 / 2247 | penn 0 03 1008 | Chennai - 600 040, Tamil Nadu.

Fax: +91 - 416 - 224 5544, 224 5766, 224 9955 Fax: 401 - 44 - 3993 2555 Phone: +91 - 44 - 4201 6555, 6548 (0555
Email: admission@vit.ac.in Email: admin.chennai@vit.ac.in Fax: +91 - 44 - 2622 2555




VIT tops the list year after year in Campus placements
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OSIM UCOMFORT PRO

For complete rejuvenation and relaxation from head to toe,
Osim India has odded yet another massage chair to its exist-
ing lineup. The new massage chair has elevated svite of
massage programs that cover the whole body while easing
tension and fatigue after a hectic day. This chair is designed
to provide o comprehensive massage for the back, relax the
posterior and thighs and revitalise calves, ankles and feet.

Price: ¥ 1,50,000

TRANSCEND JETFLASH 760

Transcend’s latest product lounched in the country is the
JetFlash 760. These colourful flash drives are easy to carry
around and are sliding USB connectors without caps. These
flash drives are based on USB 3.0 technology, which is capa-
ble of providing double the performance speed compared to
the popular USB 2.0 generation. With a starting price of

T 860 for 4 GB, these flash drives are available in copacities
of 8 GB, 16 GB and 32 GB.

'@' IT Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012
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IDEA ANDROID SMARTPHONES

After MTS launched offordable Android phones for CDMA users, Idea is following in its
footsteps. The company has recently announced two new 3G-enabled smartphones on
the Android platform. Running Android v2.2 aka Froyo, the two phones will have a
3.2 MP camera, o 2.8 and 3.5 inch touch display and regulars such as GPS, FM radio,
MP3 player, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth.
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LG BEDDING CLEANER

LG Electronics has come up with a handheld device that keeps mites '

and allergens at bay. Called the Bedding Cleaner, this vacuum cleaner
sucks mites from nooks and corners of the bed or mattress, providing o
germ-free environment for kids. It has a three-step, deep-cleaning
process, including 4,000 vibrations per minute for effectively deaning
hidden dust, smooth pick up brush and a powerful suction. There is o
hygiene UV sterilisation station that comes into action atter the clean-
ing. A UV lamp inside the station kills the harmful bacteria at the bot-
tom of the cleaner to prevent secondary infection.
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Silicon
Power

SP SILICON POWER IS A TAIWANESE
COMPANY THAT PROVIDES A WIDE-RANGE
OF UNIQUELY DESIGNED, HIGH QUALTY
STORAGE PRODUCTS AND GADGETS. HEREIS
A CHANCE TO WIN 8 GB UMITED EDITION
SILCON POWER USB DRIVES. JUST ANSWER
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

What is the USB 3.0 transter rate of Silicon
Power's Marvel M60 USB 3.0 flash drive?

a) Read Speed 100MB/s; Write Speed
TOMB/s
b) Read Speed 100MB/s; Write Speed
60MB/s
c) Read Speed 100MB/s; Write Speed
50MB/s

Which one of the following is NOT one of
Silicon Power (SP)'s Touch Series USB flash
drive models?

a) Touch Series
b) Ultima Series
c) Stream Series

What is the name of Silicon Power (SP) 's SATA
Il solid state disk?

a) Velox V20
b) Vetto V30
c) Velox V30

-

THE LUCKY WINNERS ARE:

PV ey 3 ok louch 850 USB 2011 Limited Edifion:
DECEMBER

ANUPAM DAS from GUWAHATI

SILICON Luxmini 322 USB 2011 Limited Edition:
POWER SALVADESSWARAN PS from KOLKATA

CONTEST
1)¢,2)b,3)b, 4)c

ﬂmmt-ﬁhﬂ mﬂmmm-d
phone number of the sender.

The lest date for recsiving entries is 9, 2012. The names of the
winnrs will be announced in the February 2012 issue of G&G.
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Regquests for cush in lisu of prizes will not be sntertained.

The cortest is nat open to employess of the India their
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Challenge the VAI Man at the VAT69 gaming portal
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PORTRONICS SCANNY 4

Atter launching its products, Portronics probably tries to do better with the subsequent gadget in the se-

ries. So, since its portable scanner, the Scanny 3, supported Bluetooth functionality for transferring

scanned data to a Bluetooth-enabled device, the Scanny 4 goes one better with a small LCD display

where the user can view the scanned image. This will come across as a handy feature as it will eliminate

the need to view the scanned image by connecting the portable scanner to the PC. The Scanny 4 is
w expected to come to the market sometime soon

E ™™

Price: < 6,500 approx
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" sPortronics ( 9 SCANNY 4

With the introduction of the Rhyme in the . Sl #= 10:08 am
Indian market, HTC claims to have come up '
with a new kind of phone created for peo-
ple who require advanced features blended
in a sleek form factor. HTC Rhyme is a com-
plete touch phone. With a stylish unibody
design, it has a 3.7-inch WVGA display, and
the latest version of HTC Sense UL. There is
also a 5 MP camera with instant shutter.
Available in Clearwater colour, the box
includes o tangle-free headset and a small
light-emitting cube that can be attached to
the phone by a cord.

ik

=

Price: X 27,499

Sm 3.7-inch capacitive display;

Android v2.3; 5 MP camera; 4 GB mem-
ory, 768 MB RAM, microSD slot, 3G, Wi-Fi,
Bluetooth; 130 gm; 1600 mAh battery.
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TIMEX HEART RATE
MONITORWATCH

The latest innovation from Timex watch com-
pany is the heart rate monitor watch that has
been developed specially to help marathon

runners achieve their best timings. With no
LG CF3D chest strap required, the watch can be tied on
the wrist and it reads and displays the hear-
beats with a touch of a finger. Here, the watch
provides an accurate heart rate in two for-
mats—BPM and percentage of max and
workout information. Water resistant up to 50
metres, it has an Indiglo night light with
12/24 hour time/month/date display

LG has launched the world's first single lens Full HD 3D projector targetted at hardcore movie
and gaming enthusiasts. It displays 3D content in Full HD resolution and has a 120Hz True
Motion technology for dlear and smooth movement. It uses two projectors combined with one lens
for perfed brightness and contrast ratio. It also has a 3D auto picture calibration that eliminates
the need of manual alignment. Utilising the sume polarized technology of its 3D TVs and 3D
luptops, it gives flicker-free 3D experience. With 2500 lumens, it has a contrast ratio of 30000:1.

Inspiring Innovation =

ASUS VS247H

A Atter Samsung and Philips, Asus has now introduced LED monitors in the
Indian market. The Asus VS247H is o 24-inch Full HD monitor with o high
contrast ratio of 50,000,000:1 for the finest image and colour quality.
Featuring the Asus Smart Contrast Ratio, it dynamically enhances the dis-
play’s contrast by adjusting luminance of the backlight to achieve the darkest
and brightest white. This mercury-free backlit panel has convenient key con-
trols for functional set-up and has HDMI intertace.

IT Gadgets & Gizmos @
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FUJIFILM
FINEPIX $2950

The latest in the FinePix stable of Fujiflim
cameras is the FinePix $2950. It is o feature-rich,
compact camera, it is designed keeping today's
young generation in mind. With the 14MP sensor
on board, it has a six-scene recognition function
and face detection features like detect face, blink
and smile. While it has a maximum 150 level of
6400, it boasts an 18x optical zoom and comes
with 28mm wide angle lens.

, { FUJIFILW

LENOVO THINKCENTRE EDGE 912

The Lenovo ThinkCentre Edge 91z is the new all in one desktop in town that has a sleek
design with small details that can makes it stand-out. This 21.5-inch all-in-one has a
Full HD LED screen and it runs on Intel i5 processor. With up to 1TB HDD for storage, it
runs on Genuine Windows 7 Home Premium 64 and has 4GB RAM.

>
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iBall Speakers
Considering the need of having a powerful
set of speakers for the luptop on the move,
iBall hos lounched a range of speakers. The
iBall Medody is a slim bar that can be
mounted on the top of the luptop horizon-
tally as well as vertically or even placed on
the table using the table top accessory. It
offers full stereo sound through two high-
performance drivers, a built-in amplifier.
The iBall USB drum is another speaker with
a fabla design. Both of them can be
connected via USB ports.

'@ IT Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012
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SAMSUNG GALAXY

NEXUS
Price: T YTA

Specs:
4.65-inch SAMOLED display; 1.2 GHz dual core
processor; 1 GB RAM; 16 GB internal Memory;
Android v4.0 (lce Cream Sandwich); Wi-Fi, 3G,
Bluetooth, NFC; 5 MP camera, 1080p
video capture; 1750 mAh battery.

s [T Gadgets & Guemos
January 2012



EW SIAR IN
HE GALAXY

IHE NEW NEXUS PHONE COMES WITH THE SAMSUNG MARQUE. IT SPORTS THE
SPIFFY ICE CREAM SANDWICH ANDROID v4.0 OPERATING SYSTEM. THIS
COMBINATION OF GOOGLE AND SAMSUNG IS5 A WINNER.

_ he Samsung Galaxy Nexus is a
sleek device at 8.4 mm thick-
. 1| ness that slims down to 4.29 mm
e --4 I ;
s ES== at the top. The front, sporting a
high-definition sSAMOLED 4.65-inch dis-
play, does away with the regular hardware
keys. To live up to the new Ice Cream
Sandwich Android OS v4.0, Samsung hasn’t
compromised on the hardware and has used
a dual-core processor clocking at 1.2 GHz
along with 1GB RAM and 16GB storage.

But what left us awestruck was the OS run-
ning on the Galaxy Nexus. Ice Cream
Sandwich is a class apart from Gingerbread
or Honeycomb. A fresh interface redefines
the experience and here it is noticeable
across lock screen, notifications, widgets,
multitasking, etc.

The screen can be unlocked by sliding to-
wards the right. Left slide launches the cam-
era. For added security, a face unlock feature
scans your face to unlock the phone. Unlike
earlier, the notification bar can be accessed
even when the screen is locked. A new fea-
ture includes the notification bar opening
any new email directly. Also, the bar shows
new settings icon that gives access to the
regular settings, including a few new ones
like data usage tracking, near-field commu-
nication (NFC) and Android beam for trans-
mitting app content via NFC, etc. The

WHY WE FELL FOR IT

The Somsung Nexus baais the Apple iPhone 45
and Nokia Lumia B0O but its pricing will
eventuolly decide its fate.

Google Search bar, the four shortcut icons,
app launcher and the Back, Home and
Menu icons remains static across all win-
dows of the homescreen. Instead of adding
single apps to the homescreen, you can now
create folders. The main application tray has
been divided into two: apps and widgets.
Anything can be dragged to the homescreen
and added as a shortcut. While adding a
third-party app to the homescreen, an unin-
stall icon appears at the top. A number of
widgets come preinstalled, and the one we
liked the most was the Gmail widget—it
facilitates scrolling through the inbox from
the homescreen itself. As for the apps run-
ning in the background, you no longer need
the task manager—Google has embedded it
into the OS. The multitasking key shows all
the running apps and you can kill them by
swiping the finger horizontally.

Although, typing is fairly comfortable, a
Mic icon appears on the onscreen keypad in
messages indicating that you can dictate the
message instead of writing it out. The 5 MP
camera with touch focus is super fast and is
accompanied by an LED flash. It also takes
pictures in the sweep panorama mode. The
1080P video capture is about average, as are
the still pictures. The Galaxy Nexus's 1750
mAh battery lasts a day with a busier than
normal usage.

GALAXY Nexus)'

| IT Gadgets & Gzmos @
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2011 will be remembered for so many things in the
tech world. It will recall the last ever year of Steve Jobs'
tinkering with the chips to come up with i-conic game-
changers. The year will also be regarded as one in which
many devices matured after exciting births in the
previous years—tablets, dual-processor smartphones,
ultrabooks, to name a few.

It is a year-end ritual to put these events in perspec-
tive and see the influence they have had on people and
places. It is also a time to evaluate the year in terms of
what it produced. Many gadgets were launched during
2011, some perished by the way side, ignored by the
masses. Others became household names, presenting
themselves as symbols of excellence in utility, perfor-

mance and innovation.

It is not easy to rank products since each individual
derives his or her own degree of satisfaction out of
them. What may fully satisty the needs of one need not
necessarily do the same for another. But India Today
G&EG, in an objective manner, has put the best gadgets
on the podium, having ranked them on the basis of five
attributes: Features present in the product; design;
unique qualities; performance; and value for money. It
must be made clear here that the devices considered for
ranking were from among the ones that were sent to
G&G during the year. If there are other sterling prod-
ucts out there which aren't on our list, presumably they
did not reach our office for reviews in 2011.

G6&6 HAD THE HELP OF THE FOLLOWING EXPERT PANEL IN SELECTING THE TOP STUFF OF 2011

ASHISH BHATIA is a technology journalist with over twenty years of tech writing behind him.
TUSHAR KANWAR is o technology columnist who contributes to a variety of technology and lifestyle publications.

VARUN KRISHNAN is founder and editor of fonearena.com, o website on all things mobile.

GAGANDEEP SINGH SAPRA considers himself the Big Geek at System 3 Group, a leading IT-managed services company.

ANAND RAMACHANDRAN is a comics writer, videogame industry consultont and inferadtive media designer.
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DESKTOP OF THE YEAR

LENOVO IDEACENTRE B520

Price: T 71,990

The Lenovo Ideacentre B520 not only looks good sitting on your desk
with its frameless 23-inch screen, but the speakers af the botiom of the
monitor give an ubercool appearance that one immediately falls in
love with. Having the USB port on the side means that one does not
have to turn the machine fo access it. Since you can get it with a
Blu-ray drive, and also because it has HDMI and Component ports,
you can actually replace your TV with this deskiop. However, a wireless
keyboard and mouse are accessories that you have to add. You can
also opt to have it upgraded to a fouchscreen.

SPECS:

23-INCH FULL HD SCREEN; INTEL CORE i7 PROCESSOR 3.4 GHZ; 6 GB DDR3
RAM; 1TB HDD; NVIDIA GEFORCE 6T 535M 2GB GRAPHIC; BLU-RAY DRIVE;
HDMI, COMPONENT, BLUETOOTH, WI-FI; MULTI-TOUCH, 3D SUPPORTED;
9.0 SYSTEM SPEAKERS; TV TUNER.

EXPERTSPEAK

“I love the fact that the machine can be
upgraded to 3D Vision by getting an
NVIDIA kit. You can actually have it in
your bedroom instead of a television set.”™

GAGANDEEFP SAPRA

T Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012
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LAPTOP OF THE YEAR

MACKBOOK AIR 13

Price: < 98,900

The MacBook Air 13 is both a hot looker and a great worker. It pro-
vides extreme performance in a tiny form factor. On the test bench, the
Air 13 returned results that would put to shade even the performance
of bigger machines from Apple’s own stable. It has a fairly large key-
board and super bright LED screen. The speakers are nicely hidden,
though you will realise they are not so shy once you put the audio on.
The battery works for a commendable six and half hours. As part of
the package, you get useful software like movie editor, photo organ-
iser and Garage Band with real-time tutorials.

SPECS:

13-INCH LED DISPLAY; INTEL CORE2DUO PROCESSOR 1.86 GHZ; 2GB DDR3
RAM; 256 GB SSD DRIVE; NVIDIA FEFORCE 320M GRAPHICS; 2 USB, CARD

READER; WI-FI, BLUETOOTH; WEBCAM; 1.32 KG WEIGHT.

EXPERTSPEAK
“For me two things matter about a
laptop: the time to boot and the weight to
lug around. In both these issues, the
MacBook Air 13 comes out shining.”

GAGANDEEP SAPRA

IT Gadgets & Gizmos @
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TABLET OF THE YEAR

APPLE iPAD 2

Price: T 36,900

When Apple changed the rules of the game with its iPad tablet, it set
off a frenzy in the tech world. And despite a burgeoning tribe of
tablets, the world looked forward to the second iteration of the iPad.
When it did come, the iPad2 sported everything new. It is lighter, slim-
mer, better looking and haos a boosted processing power in the 1 GHz
dual-core A5 chip. The tablet remains unsurpassed in both user
experience as well as the sheer magnitude of its magical content and
native, tablet-optimised applications. The i0S 5 update has made the
best only better and its battery has almost no rivals.

SPECS:

9.7-INCH LED DISPLAY; 1GHZ DUAL-CORE APPLE A5 PROCESSOR; i0S 3;
16 6B STORAGE; 720P REAR CAMERA, VGA FRONT CAMERA; 3G, WI-FI,
BLUETOOTH; A-GPS; 613 GM.

EXPERTSPEAK
“We were taken by its superslim
aesthetics and its superfast performance.
Also, there’s an app on iStore for what-
ever you may want to do on your iPad2.”

6&6
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SMARTPHONE OF THE YEAR

SAMSUNG GALAXY § I

Price: ¥ 29,990

When you know that the Samsung Galaxy S I1 sold 10 million units
within five months of its lounch, you know there is something special
about this phone. But it's not just about figures. The Samsung Galaxy
§2 is unarguably the best smartphone in fown. Encased in a sleek
body are a dual-core 1.2 GHz processor and 1 GB RAM on the latest
version of Android, the v2.3 Gingerbread. A great blend of smart
functionality with the best of multimedia features, the Galaxy S Il was
up against the Apple iPhone 4 (the iPhone 4S was not considered as
it hadn't been lounched in India at the time of the rankings) and won
on sheer performance.

SPECS

4.3-INCH SUPER AMOLED DISPLAY; 1.2GHZ DUAL-CORE PROCESSOR; 8 MP
CAMERA, FULL HD VIDEO CAPTURE; 16 GB MEMORY, EXPANDABLE TO 32 GB;
BLUETOOTH, WI-F1, 3G, A-GPS; 1720 mAh BATTERY.

EXPERTSPEAK

“The best part of the device ts how
Samsung has managed to pack so many

goodies into such a compact form factor.
The phone is just 8.5 mm thick and

weighs just over 100 gm.”

VARUN KRISHNAN

IT Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012
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CAMERA PHONE OF THE YEAR

IPHONE 4

Price: T 37,900 for 8GB

This will be a shocker of sorts for you—+from a 12 MP camera phone
that we picked as our winner in this category last year, we have
plumped for a 5 MP device this year. But this is an Apple phone and
the images captured using the 5 MP sensor and the LED flash on the
iPhone 4 are better than those captured by Samsung Galaxy S Il and
Sony Ericsson Arc. The phone also provides the option of capturing
images in High Dynamic Range. Don't ignore the 720p video capture
at 30 frames per seconds either. And after all your creative capturing,
you get plenty of applications to edit and to share your images.

SPECS:

3.5-INCH RETINA DISPLAY; 5 MP CAMERA SENSOR; 720P VIDEO CAPTURE;
g 6B MEMORY, NOT EXPANDABLE; 36, WI-FI, BLUETOOTH, A-GPS; 137 GM.



MUSIC PHONE OF THE YEAR

NOKIA X5

Price: ¥ 9,500

There were a number of very good music phones launched during the
year, including the Apple iPhone 4, Nokia X5 and the Sony Ericsson
W8. But what impressed us about the Nokia x5 was its simplicity and
the outstanding sound. The X5 has a dedicated music key placed below

the display. It has a Playlist DJ for profiling songs as per the user’s
mood and a Spin’ feature for changing tracks randomly. The 950 mAh
battery was good enough to take you through a day of great music
ployback, whether over the speakers or headphones.

SPECS:

2.36-INCH NON-TOUCH DISPLAY; 5 MP CAMERA; 200 MB INTERNAL
MEMORY, 2 GB MEMORY CARD; MEMORY EXPANDABLE T0 32 GB;
FM RADIO, MUSIC PLAYER, 36, WI-FI; 129 GM.

EPXERTSPEAK
“The speaker in the Nokia X5 is one of the
loudest in the business. Plus the audio
output from the 3.5mm jack is distortion

Jfree too.”
VARUN KRISHNAN

IT Gadgets & Gizmos @
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AFFORDABLE PHONE OF THE YEAR

SAMSUNG GURU DUAL 33

Price: < 3,150

Usually the cheapest phones come from Indian handset producers.
But this dual SIM device from Samsung pips all of them in ferms of
value for money. It has the best quality, utility and design. Even
though it isn't the true dual SIM phone as the network of the second
connection goes off air when accessing a call on the first, Samsung
has still managed to put up a great show. The company got rid of the
two calling keys by adding a dedicated SIM switching key.
There is also the freedom of having a personalised sound
setting for both connections individually.

SPECS:

2-INCH DISPLAY; VGA CAMERA; WIRELESS FM RADIO; MUSIC PLAYER;
EXPANDABLE MEMORY UP TO 2 GB; BLUETOOTH; 1000 mAh BATTERY.

EXPERTSPEAK
“At an affordable price tag, it not only
offers basic phone functionalities, but also
a lot of multimedia features.”

VARUN KRISHNAN

@ T Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012



3JDTV OF THE YEAR

L6 42 LW 6300

Price: T 99,900

Yes, we know that 3D TVs are the future. But LG did the best job of the
year but yoking its 3D screen with what are called “Passive 3D”
glasses. These weigh around 16 gm, compared to the 80-200 gm of
normal adive-shutter glasses. The LG LW 6500 can convert 2D feed,
whether from a console, media player or a sei-top box, to 3D. The
images are vivid and frame rates stable during high-pace adion
scenes. The onboard audio isn't bad either. Apart from these, this TV
comes with smart applications that let you browse the Internet or to
stream media from an external source. Its magic motion remote aids
the user in managing and browsing content.

SPECS:

42-INCH LED DISPLAY; FULL HD, PASSIVE 3D; HDMI, COMPONENT,
COMPOSITE PORTS, SMART FUNCTIONS; 20 W RMS SOUND; MOTION-SENSING
REMOTE; 140 W POWER CONSUMPTION.

IT Gadgets & Gizmos @
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LED TV OF THE YEAR

SAMSUNG UA 40D5900UR

Price: ¥ 70,900

The latest trend in flat panel television sets is “Smart TVs”. While
boasting Full HD support, these are capable of conneding to the
Internet. Besides, with the application space expanding, there are apps
ovailable for download on Smart TVs now. And this machine takes ad-
vantage of these. This Samsung beauty has 100 Hz clear motion rate,
ultra clear panel for crystal dlear images, digital noise filter and wide
colour enhancement for improving image quality are what makes it
really special. It comes with 2 USB ports and 4 HDMIs with a maximum
power consumption of 34 Watts on energy saving mode and
100 Watts during regular use.

SPECS:

40-INCH LED TV; FULL HD; HDMI PORT, USB PORT, COMPOSITE PORT;
10 WATT X 2 RMS, INTERNET CONNECTIVITY, 12.1KG

T Gadgets & Gizmas
January, 2012



DSLR OF THE YEAR

NIKON D7000

Price: 70,900

Pipping the Canon EOS 60D to the winning post, the Nikon D7000
offers great image quality, image depth and wide dynamic range. lts
weather-sealed construction allows for shooting in extreme conditions.
With a 39-point autofocus system, shutter speed of 30 to 1/4000 sec,
auto IS0 100 to 6,400, this sturdy shooter packs in a punch with
panache. It has fast focusing and a large bright viewfinder with 100
per cent coverage and a comprehensive feature set that all make o for
superb shooting capability.

SPECS:

16.2 MEGAPIXELS CMOS SENSOR; 3-INCH MONITOR; 18-105 KIT LENS;
F3.9-F5.6; 6400 IS0; FULL HD VIDEO RECORDING; USB 2.0;

EYEFI WIRELESS CONNECTIVITY; 690 GM WEIGHT.
DX

AF-SNIKKOR 18-105mm1 35566 EO

e — i

T i

EXPERTSPEAK
s mid-range DSLR camera is a sheer
defgght not just ﬁn' people who are ready
to move up to their second DSLR, but also
the serious amateur.™

ASHISH BHATIA

IT Gadgets & Gizmaos @
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ADVANCED COMPACT CAMERA OF THE YEAR

CANON POWERSHOT $X40 HS

Price: T 28,995

The first impressive feature you notice about this great advanced
compact camera from Canon is its long 35X zoom (that's the equiva-
lent of a 24mm-840mm lens). Along with the nicely stabilised distance
shots, the sharpshooter can handle tight macro photos with great
adroitness. It shoots Full HD video at 1920x1080 with 24 frames per
second and 1280x720 at 30 fps.You can use creative effeds not only in
the stills, but also in the video. A 240 fps setting allows you to play
back video in slow motion.

SPECS:

12.1 MP CMOS SENSOR; 2.7-INCH LCD PANEL; 35X OPTICAL ZOOM; F2.7-F5.8;
150 3200; FULL HD VIDEO; FOUR ASPECT RATIO OPTIONS FOR IMAGES;
SD/SDHC/SDXC STORAGE; 600 GM WEIGHT.

[T Gadgets & Gizmaos
January, 2012

EXPERTSPEAK
“Thus little dude has everything going for
it. The colours are vibrant, the image
quality, tack sharp and the creative effects

and features to play around with, ample.
To top it, it has an external flash that

offers exposure of as long as 15 secs.”

ASHISH BHATIA



COMPACT CAMERA OF THE YEAR

CANON IXUS 310HS

Price: ¥ 70,900

Aside from turning heads s a foshion statement of sorts, this hand-
some snapper boasts a large high-resolution LCD screen, 12.1
megapixels grab, an 8X zoom and Full HD movie capture. The

camera’s high quality optics ensure that the image output is top notch
for a shooter of its class. it has the ability to capture a good amount of
detail in natural colour without a whit of oversaturation. Its low-light
photography is surprisingly good, using the inbuilt flash. Bottom line:
A pretty piece that makes pretty pictures and costs a prefty packet!

SPECS:

12.1 MP BSI-CMOS SENSOR; 3.2-INCH DISPLAY; 24-105 MM LENS;
F2.0-F5.8; 1/1600; IS0 3200; FOUR ASPECT RATIO
OPTION FOR IMAGES; 185 GM.

IT Gadgets & Gizmos @
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CAMCORDER OF THE YEAR

CANON HFM4]

Price: ¥ 56,995

The Canon HF M41 packs in a lot, pushing it to the winning edge. To
start with, the CMOS Pro sensor captures high resolution quality
videos. This is combined with 10x optical zoom for capturing details
from o distance olong with optical image stabiliser that eminently
does what it is supposed to do. Along with these features, the ease of
use has been enhanced by adding a 3-inch touch LCD display and a
very convenient remote that can be used for operating the video
camera from a distance

SPECS:

3-INCH TOUCH DISPLAY; 1920x1080 HD RECORDING; 10X OPTICAL
Z00M; 32 GB ONBOARD MEMORY; TWO CARD SLOTS; OPTICAL IMAGE
STABILISER; REMOTE.

4% [T Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012

EXPERTSPEAK

“ With the Videowave, Bose provides real
theatre-like surround sound, exception-
ally good viewing and an innovative
interface in a nice form factor.”

6 &G



HOME ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM OF THE YEAR

BOSE VIDEOWAVE

Price: ¥ 4,78,000

This home entertainment system is a big show-off in a likable way. Not
only does it pleasure our eyes with high-grade video, but is also
indulges our aural sense with its true surround sound capabilities. It
thick frame accommodates 16 speakers. It has just one wire attached
fo its back that goes down fo ifs very Bose-like main console, where all
connectivity ports are pooled. The 16 speakers deliver an audio
experience that makes a mockery of the “sweet spot” for surround
sound. Wherever you are in the room, you can hear the audio
envelope you. The system also has a first-of-its-kind dick pad remote.
Touch the button and a menu pops up on screen for you to navigate.

SPECS:

42-INCH SCREEN; FULL HD; 16 SPEAKERS SURROUND SOUND;
CLICK PAD REMOTE; HDMI, USB, COMPONENT PORTS; iPOD DOCK;
44 K6 WITHOUT STAND.
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AUDIO SYSTEM OF THE YEAR

HARMON KARDON BDS 700

Price: T 59,900

Competing against music systems from Samsung, Philips, LG and
Sony, it was Harmon Kardon's BDS 700 that managed to breast the
tape. What did we like about it? Packed with the latest features, the
system consists of four small side speakers, one front middle speaker

and o sub-woofer. The impressive sound quality was yet another

reason why the BDS 700 lefi the others behind. It plays Blu-ray, MP3,
DVD and has USB support along with Full HD resolution for HD TVs. It
also has a 3.5 mm jack if you desire individual attention from the
harmonics emanating from its excellent innards.

SPECS:

5.1 CHANNEL; HDMI, COMPOSITE, COMPONENTPORTS; USB; BLU-RAY
PLAYER; ALL POPULAR MEDIA FORMAT PLAYBACK.

o [T Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012
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EXPERTSPEAK

“The audio impresses with its loudness
and the thump of the bass. The picture

quality is great, no ghosting, no cakey
tmages typical of HT Ses.”

6 &6
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MEDIA HUB OF THE YEAR

AMKETTE FLASH TV HD

Price: ¥ 3,995

This instant plug-and-play media player with an HDMI cable enables

watching 1080P HD content on a big screen without so much as a hic-

cup. Capable of playing just about any and every format, the Amkette
Flash TV HD uses advanced video decoding technology, resulting in
impressive movie clarity and DTS/Dolby format sound. Its video pre-

view mode, automatic scanning through ottached hard disk drive and

automatic selection of the best display type supported by TV and
upscaling media are some of its capabilities. Compat, circular shaped,
this media hub goes well with most of TV setups.

SPECS:

XVID, MPEG4, FLV VIDED PLAYBACK; WAV, MP3, AAC AUDIO PLAYBACK; USB;

SD CARD READER; HDMI, COMPONENT PORTS; INFRA-RED REMOTE CONTROL.

EXPERTSPEAK

“Among the many good products that
Ambkette has launched is this disc-shaped
wonder, which plays music and videos of

all sorts.”

6&6
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PORTABLE MEDIA PLAYER OF THE YEAR

APPLE iPOD TOUCH

Price: ¥ 13,500

The iPod, which changed the way people listened to music, is available
in three different forms. But for us, once again it is the iPod Touch 4th
generation that gives out that aura of extraordinary excellence. lts
music output has always been the best-in-breed and the addition of a
bright Retina display has enhanced the video watching experience on
it. Other welcome additions indude 720P video capture, FaceTime for
video colling over Wi-Fi and thousands of app, making the iPod touch
both fun and utilitarian. Because the Touch is upgradable to the latest
i0S, it also means that it doesn't get senile too soon.

SPECS:

3.5-INCH CAPACITIVE TOUCH DISPLAY; 8 GB ONBOARD MEMORY; TWIN
CAMERA; HD RECORDING; 40 HOURS OF AUDIO PLAYBACK, 101 GM.

@ T Gadgets & Gizmos
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GAME OF THE YEAR

THE ELDER SCROLLS V:
SKYRIM

In a year that ended with perhaps the greatest blockboster quarter in
the history of videogames, it is hard to pick up one game as the best of
the best. How do you choose between Uncharted 3, Skyward Sword,
Super Mario 3D, Skyrim, Arkham City, Modern Warfare 3 or Portal 22
The answer lies in looking at games that took the art form the furthest
ahead, a game that would end up having the most impact on the
widest range of genres. One game emerges then. Bethesda's classic
The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim. It is more than a game—a lovingly
crafted world to explore and live in, staggering both in terms of sheer
scale and scope and in terms of minute details and infricacies. It is o

title that the industry has always wanted to make.
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EXPERTSPEAK
“All through ganung’s history, game
creators have always wanted to craft
worlds that are so immersive that you
want to live in them. Skyrim takes this
grant leap towards this holy grail.”

1I-
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ANAND RAMACHANDRAN
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BUZZ OF THE YEAR OVERSEAS

KINDLE FIRE

When the whole world was running after the tablet and a
myriad companies proftered their products fo an eager
consuming mass, Amazon come up with a very afford-

able tablet of its own. Priced at $199, it gives users
attractive features at a price that is half of the iPad tag.

The other great thing going for the Fire is the content—
Amazon's collection of music, videos, books and mago-

zines that could be accessed over the tablet, It also comes

with a convenient 7-inch display and has been lauded for
its “down-to-earth sensibility”.

wubest M
SUTITEN s
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Having made listening to music a very personal activity with its SAM su NG GAI-AXY PI-AYER
Walkman a generation ago, Sony has now come up with a personal
video viewer. It is a head mounted device that allows the user to view Samsung’s Galaxy world, which consists of smartphone and tablets, now has
3D and other videos in an immersive theatre-like experience. Its dual another star from another genre. The Galaxy Player, a media player, is
OLED displays and the 5.1 channel audio transports you to a theatre already being touted as the iPod killer. It has a 5-inch LCD display, plays all
even as you sit in a train or a bus. It provides the illusion of o music formats and can access the Internet for more content. Running on
150-inch screen right in front of your eyes. So while you breathe in Google Android v2.3, or Gingerbread, it can also compete with Apple in the
one world, you could be on an adventure in another. apps that can be downloaded on to the device.

'@' IT Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012



There are a number of Android phones with
price tags as mouth-watering as the
names of the various versions of the 0S

ANDROIDS




m TRENDS

DROIDS

ON A BUDGET

ANDROID PHONES DON'T COME AT EXORBITANT PRICES ANY

LONGER. WE TAKE A LOOK AT THE OPTIONS YOU CAN
CONSIDER WITHOUT CHANGING YOUR BUDGET MUCH.

TEXT BY NIDHI SINGAL
_ILLUSTRATIONS BY S

S — — S

ack in 2008, owning an Android smartphones was a far-
fetched dream, the reason being the operating system was
relatively new and only the leading handset makers were
. releasing phones on the platform. The handful of smart-
. — phones, therefore, had hefty price tags. Things have
changed down the years. Along with the big names, Indian
handset companies are now looking beyond the dual-SIM devices and
eyeing the Android market. As a result, we now have many Android
smartphones priced under ¥ 10,000. While the prices are enticing, you
shouldn’t, however, expect the best of hardware when you acquire these
phones. Do consider the display size, processor speed and the RAM—
specs that will boost the overall performance of the handsets. Here are a
few that we think are worth their price.

The company is not just coming up with dual SIM phones but is
aggressively trying its luck in the Android space as well. One of its
three offerings on this platform, the A70 comes with a 3.2-inch

MICROMAX A70

Specs: copaditive touch display. The decent metallic look is accompanied

_ : —  bythe traditional Android design comprising four keys—back,
f“"dm'd v2.2; 3.2 inch capaditive home, search, options—and the Micromax branding ot the fop.
dliF'“;:?SM;P’";:;z;i;; ngB On the internal hardware front, it packs in a 600 MHz processor,

256MB RAM and runs on Froyo, Android v2.2. In performance,

@ TGadgets & Gizmos
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this phone is neither super fast nor con it be colled sluggish. Accept
the fact that this handset cannot stand comparison with the likes of
Samsung’s Galaxy S series. Also, the onscreen keypad isn't the
best and one might take some time getting used to it. Basic con-
nedivity options such as Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 3G are onboard along
with a 5 MP camera, music player, video player and FM radio. The
1450 mAh battery manages fo do the required tasks for around a
day and a half.



MOTOROLA FIRE

The Motorola Fire has a 2.8-inch cpaci-
tive display on which you can navigate
with your fingers, as well as a physical
QWERTY keypad on which you can type. It
may have a reqular 600 MHz processor
and 256 MB RAM, but it scores over some
of the other Androids since it sports the
|atest version of the operating system,
Android v2.3. Capable of handing emails,
web browsing, applications and multime-
dia with ease, it comes with a 3.15 MP
camera and ability to record 480P videos
at 24 frames per second. Predictive text
input, document viewer, digital compass,
efc, are other usual options. This phone
packs in a 1420 mAh battery.

Specs:

Android v2.3; 2.8 inch capacitive display,
QWERTY keypad; 256 MB RAM,
memory expandable to 32 GB; 3.15 MP

camera; 110 gm.

SONY ERICSSON W8

Although Sony Ericsson is pushing it as
a music phone by labelling it a
Walkman device, the W8 is still an
Android smartphone. Compadt and
good looking, it has a scratch-resistant
display. Sadly, it runs on outdated
Android v2.1 and is powered by a 600
MHz processor and has a168 MB RAM.
Although on the spec sheet it scores
less than the Micromax and Lava
phones, the W8 is better in term of
hardware and user interface. The 3.15
MP camera captures decent images
and the music player is loud and dear.
The phone handles emails, browsing,
application download with ease.

Specs:

Android v2.1; 3-inch capaditive display:
128 MB storage, expandable to 16 GB;
3.15 MP camera; 104 gm.

IT Gadgets & Guzmos @
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KARBONN A1  Beingabudget phone, Karbonns Android smartphone, the A1, has a plasticky
look and feel; its 2.8-inch resistive display doesn’t respond fluidly to the touch of

the finger. Unlike other Android phones, this one has a physical D-pad with navi-
gation keys and a call answer and call rejed key. Hiding under the hood is a 600
SPECS: My processor, 162 MB RAM and the Android Froyo operating system. An Advance
Android v2.2; 2.8-inch resistive display; 210 Task Manager for killing the apps running in the background, Aldiko (an eBook
MB memory, expandable to 32 GB; 32MP  Reader), AccuWeather, Documents fo Go Viewer, Swype keyboard input and a call
camera;105 gm; 1100 mAhbattery.  black list app are preloaded on the phone.

MTS LIVEWIRE There were talks about sub-$100 Android smartphone but none
s was priced below ¥ 5,000. The MTS Live Wire is the most afford-

able Android smartphone but only for CDMA users. With a 2.8
inch resistive display, a stylus has been placed af the back for op-
erating the device. With the ability to provide easy aceess to
Google Services and Android Market for downloading apps, it
Specs: runs on Android v2.2. For prepaid users, the phone is price at X
Android v2.2, 28 inchresistive dis- 4,999, however, postpaid users can get it for ¥ 2,999 by paying

play; 3MP camera; 600MHz proces- the balance in form of the monthly rental and accessing limited
sor; 256 MB RAM; 1000 mAh battery lls, data and messages for free.

MTS MTAG 3.1 Ot all the smartphones mentioned on these pages, only the ones
offered by MTS are meant for COMA users. Priced relatively

higher than its LiveWire, the MTAG3.1 one has a 2.8-inch capad-
tive display and the matt finish makes it look elegant. This
Spes:  phane runs on Android v2.2 with a 600 MHz processor, but in
Android v2.2, 8.0 inch capacitive addition, it comes with apps such as Task Manager and call
display; 256 MB ; 3.0 MP amera; recording. The 3 MP camera along with VGA quality video
1000 mAh battery . recording are the other highlights of this offordable Android.
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LAVA S12

The Lava S12 is a good-looking Android smart-
phone with a curved, textured design at the back.
Despite the plastic, it has a sturdy build quality
and weighs 120 gm. It has a 3.2-inch capacitive
touch display. On the specs sheet, it boasts similar
dimensions as the Micomax A 70—600 MHz
processor, 120 MB onboard storage, 3G, Wi-Fi,
and Android v2.2. Even with the custom 3D
menu on board, the phone isn't slow and man-
ages fo perform everything smoothly. The 5 MP
camera fared better than average and the music
output is impressive. This device comes with one
year free subscription to Zenga Mobile TV and a
2GB memory card in the sales box and has a
1300 mAh battery.

Specs:

Android v2.2; 3.2-inch capacitive display;
120 MB memory exandable to 32 GB; 5 MP
camera; 120 gm.

LG OPTIMUS NET

Specs:

Android v2.3; 3.2 inch capacitive
display; 150 MB storage, 512 MB
RAM, expandable fo 32GB; 3.15 MP
camera; 1500 mAh battery.

After the success of the Optimus One, LG has come up with two
new Androids phones, of which the Optimus Net is the better
one. Even though the high-end Optimus devices ran on the old
Android v2.2, the Net proudly runs on Gingerbread. Moving
ahead from a 600 MHz processor, this one has a 800 MHz
processor and 512 MB RAM. These make this phone signifi-
cantly better than the ones available in the market in this price
bracket. Also, the device looks stylish with its curved edges, this
designing extending to below the display near the physical
keys as well. Multimedia features indude a 3.15 MP camera,
FM radio, YouTube, and GoogleTalk.

IT Gadgets & Gzmos @
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Reviews U

REVIEWS AND RATINGS OF
PHONE PRODUCTS

e

BLACKBERRY
CURVE 9380

BEAUTY WITH BRAINS?

The wait for the first Windows
Phone from Nokia ended with the
release of two devices. \We re-
viewed the Lumia 800, a gor-
geous smartphone. Available in
black, cyan and magenta, It has a
curved 3. /-inch glass AMOLED
display that gels smoaothly with the
unibody design. The Power, vol-
ume control and camera keys are
In silver metal placed on the right
edge with the charging jack. The
microsIM slot is neatly covered
with a lid.

Complementing the outer design
Is the Windows Phone platform
with ts Metro Ul. The customis-
able tiles on the homescreen with
the app menu is similar to any
other Windows Phone device. But
thanks to the tie-up between
Nokia and Microsoft, users get
the best from both worlds.
Onboard apps include Nokia Drive
for navigation, App Highlights for
recommended apps by Nokia,
Nokia Maps, Bing Maps, Tuneln
Radio and timesPoynt, to mention
a few. Starting the phone
prompts you for a Windows Live
ID for downloading applications
and SkyDrive for data storage and
the Nokia account. Typing using
the onscreen keyboard is a pleas-

| M

NOKIA LUMIA 800
Price: TBA

Ing experience and all communica-
tion appears under a single hood.
Users can update their status on
various sites from the Me' tile
that appears on the homescreen
and check friends update and
post comment from the people
hub. The Office app addresses the
issue of downloading a third-party
documentation app and lets one
read and edit documents on the
move. The sound output is iIm-
pressive, as is the video playback.
However, the BMP camera isn't
the best and captures average
images only. The phone's smooth
functioning Is due to the 1.4 GHz
processor and 912 MB BAM.
However, there are a few draw-
backs. The onboard memaory of
the smartphone is a measly 16
GB and it doesn't support a
memory card for expanding
memory. The applications avail
able for Windows Phone
Mango are very few in com-
parison to those for i0S and
Android. Another drawback
of the Windows Phone plat-
form is one its inability to
transfer content over
Bluetooth. The battery
backup too is just about
average.

Spem 3.7-inch AMOLED display; 8 MP comera; 16GB

onboard memory, no extra card slot; 512 MB RAM: 3G,
Bluetooth, A-GPS, Wi-Fi; 142 gm; 1450 mAh battery.

BAG IT OR JUNK [T?

By far the best Windows Phone

in town.

@ TGadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012




It was commendable for the BlackBerry Bold
9900 to integrate capacitive touch with a
QWERTY keypad in a bar design. Walking in its
footprints is the Bold 9790, which i1s priced
lower than that phone.

The 2.454nch capacitive touch display
comes handy while launching the app tray,
applications and scrolling through emails and
messages. The rest of the phaone is easily
operated using the keypad and the regulars—
call receive /end, back, menu and mouse pad.
What we found attractive about the design
was the curved shape of the corner keys, ak
most melting into the metal bezel. At first you
might miss the volume controls and the cam-

Just when we were getting tired of the typi-
cal Android device, Sony Ericsson combined
the concept of fitness with a smartphone
and came up with the Active. Sporty looking,
the Active has been engineered to withstand
water and dust. For this, the company has
given it a scratch resistant, 3-inch capacitive
display along with two layers of cover at the
back. The charging port and 3.5 mm jack
are neatly covered with air-tight lids. The
phone has accessories such as changeable
rear covers, a rubber wrist strap and an
arm case and ear-hooks.

The Active successfully survived a water
test and sweat test during a workout. It also
has fitness applications on board. The

era key on the right edge as the keys are really
very sleek. The only colour in this black beauty
comes from the liquid graphics of the BB 0S7/.
The app launcher tray had various cate-
gories—all apps, favourites, media, download
and frequent. Emails, web browsing and
BlackBerry Messenger worked smoothly over
the smartphone. The call clarity was good, the
sound output of the media player too was okay.
The 5 MP camera sensor at the back is su-

perfast but good only in daylight. What disap-
pointed us was the VGA resolution video

recording, whcih i1s good enough only for
the phone's display. It also has a good
battery backup of 1.5 days.

Walkmate application, when launched, keef
a count of the daily footsteps while showing
the weekly average. It also comes with the
IMapMyFitness+ application using which you
can create a profile and record workout and
calorie budgets, etc. Along with the fithess
apps, it behaves like a typical Android smart-
phones by handling Google mails, Search,
MarketPlace for download applications, etc.
There I1s a B\MP camera onboard that man-
ages to capture decent images.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

An interesting combo of features and
fitness, but is priced on the higher side.

BLACKBERRY

BOLD 9790
Price: ¥ 27,490

Spﬁﬁ: 2 45-inch dispay; 5 MP
comera; 8GB, microSD card; 3G, Wi-Fi,
NFC, 107 gm; 1230mAh battery.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

Good, but is up against
the Samsung Galaxy S2.

b=

SONY ERICSSON

ACTIVE
Price: ¥ 18,990

Spﬂﬁ: 3-inch display; 5 MP camera;
1GB memory, expandable to 32 GB;
Bluetooth, 3G, Wi-Fi, 110.8 gm; 1200
mAh battery.
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A BUMPY CURVE

In the effort to strengthen its market share In
India, ResearchInViotion has recently
launched a new set of devices. Of the three,
the Curve 9380 is yet again an allbouch device
that has ditched the GWERTY keypad. The
3.2-inch capacitive display is bright and easy to
navigate around. Although typing using the on-
screen keypad has improved drastically, we still
ended up typing wrong alphabets. Powered by
an 800 MHz processor, it comes with 512
MB BAM and runs on the BB 0S7/. It smartly
handles personal and official emall accounts
and the social networking feed brings all
Twitter and Facebook updates under one

hood. However, for data connectivity—be it for

Sony ericsson’s Xperia Arc was one stylish
feature-packed phone. The Xperia Arc S is
its beautiful successor. But will it manage to
hold its own against the excellent devices in
town? The design of the original Arc was
well appreciated by the market and Sony
Ericsson was prudent enough to retain the
same curves and lines. The metal bezel run-
ning around the corners has controls and
jack, making it stand out against a body
colour like black. The 4.2-inch capacitive dis-
play in a sleek casing was comfortable to
use and to slide into the pocket.

S0, what's the difference between the Arc
and the Arc S? The company has pumped
up the processor power from 1 GHz to 1.4

@ MGadgets & Gizmaos
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emall or browsing—the user has to subscribe
to a special data plan. Wikitude, a mobile aug-
mented reality application, comes pre-loaded
on this device. And for backing up data, the
BlackBerry Protect is onboard. It can come
handy while switching between two BlackBerry
smartphones. At 98 gm, the new Curve Is
really very easy to carry around. It quietly slips
into the pocket and is equally comfortable to
hold in the hand. A number of BlackBerry
smartphones have the Near-Feld Communi-
cation (NFC) chip and a oMIP camera at the
back, and this one isnt an exception. As for
the battery backup, it is decent and goes
through a whole day.

GHz. As a result, there is a notable differ-
ence in the speed of operations. The camera
shutter lag has decreased and photography
gains. Even switching between the apps or
browsing through the images is relatively
quick. Once again, the 8 MP camera man-
ages to do a great job and videos can be
captured at /20p resolution at 30fps. But,
the Arc S feels slow in comparison with
phones powered by dual-core processors.
Battery backup, at 1200 mAh, manages to
last a day on above average use.

BAG IT OR JUNK [T?

At this price, the LG Optimus 2x is a
better bet.

BLACKBERY

CURVE 9380
Price: ¥ 20,990

SPBCS. 3.2-inch display; 5 MP
camera; 512 MB memory expandable fo
32 GB; 3G, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth; 98 gm.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

The attraction is the price
tag, not the device itself.

SONY ERICSSON ARC S
Price: ¥ 27,000

SpeG. 4 2-inch display; 8 MP
camera; Android v2.3; 1.4GHz proces-
sor; 1GB RAM, expandable to 32GB;
Bluetooth, 3G, Wi-Fi, A-GPS; 117 gm;
1500 mAh battery.



BAG IT OR JUNK [T?

IT Gadgets & Gzmaos G35
January, 2012



Mobiles

Louncher Pro
Android 0S

Not liking the customised user
interface loaded on your
Android smartphone by your
manufacturer? Install the
Launcher Pro for free from the
Android Marketplace. When
you press the homescreen
next, it will show the Launcher
Pro and other user interfaces.
Select the Launcher Pro and
tick it as the default UI. Within
a second or two, it will be set
up as the default homescreen.
There is also a paid app avail-
able but according to us, the
free app works smoothly on
most of the makes, including

HTC, Sony Ericsson, Samsung
and LG.

APPSOLUTELY -

YOUR MONTHLY UPDATE ON MOBILE PHONE APPS

APPS LIS TINGS

Nokia Panorama
Symbion 0S

The results from Nokia phone cameras is usually nice. And to take the full advantage of the
handset, there is an nice way to capture great panoramic views using the Nokia Panorama ap-
plication available on Ovi Store. Launching this app guides the user to start the process by
clicking the camera key. Once done, it suggests holding the phone still and captures the first
image automatically. After this, it suggests moving the camera towards the right, while adjust-
ing the frame by moving up, down, right or left. At every instance, it captures the shot and
after three images, it prompts you to stop the process by hitting the camera key again. The
initial results obtained don't look impressive but the app automatically stitches the image
together, making it look neat.

(Tested on Nokia N8)

Scan Pages

Tue Nov 29, 2011, DB:57 AM

i0S

How many of us have a stand-alone scanner or a multi-function
device at home that can scan important documents when in need. If
you don't have one and are o proud owner of the iPhone or an
iPod, install this utility application developed by Ricoh Innovations
for free. Using the device's camera, it allows you to capture the dot-
ument or image that you wish to scan and adjust the frame. Once
done, it starts dleaning the image automatically and stores it on the
device. The Scan Pages app is infuitive o use and delivers impres-
sive results. Both the original image captured and the deaned
image is stored for future reference. From here, the scanned docu-
ment/image can be shared directly via email or can be sent fo

Evernote. (Tested on iPhone 3GS)

v Done

Cong Leaders On
FDI Retail Row

t-l "-:Ii
Adobe Reoder Batery Watc
i0S, Android BlackBerry 05

Adobe Systems Incorporated has come up with an
Adobe Reader application for iPhone and Android

devices where it allows user to read PDFs in o

hassle free manner. With the the free app, you cn

downlood PDF attachments from emails or web

browser and open them using the Adobe Reader
App. This can also be used to open password pro-
tected PDFs. Searching fext to find specific informo-

tion, bookmarking for directly jumping to

different sections and selecting and copying text to
the clipboard are the other few highlights of this

application. If the phone supports multi-touch, you
con also zoom info the text or view images closely.

(Tested on iPhone 3GS)

@ TGadgets & Gizmos
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An easy way fo keep an eye on your smartphone’s battery is fo install the
Battery Watch application for free. This app creates an icon on the notifica-
tion bar on the homescreen that disploys the remaining juice in the bat-
tery. Also, when you plug the phone to charge or the phone is fully
charged, there is o loud announcement. (Tested on BlackBerry Bold 9900)

2e|
Battery Kemoveable

Battery Status.

Battery

pattery Voitage

—NIDHI SINGAL
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SMARTPHONES

1. SAMSUNG GALAXY S I

2. LG OPTIMUS 2X

core processor; 8GB, 32 GB expandable.
Pros: Dual-core processor Coms: Average battery

3. APPLE i PHONE 4S (* 44, 500)

Spm: i0S 5; 16GB; 8MP camera; App Store

Plus: Touch Interface; applications for down-
load Minus: Price

4, SAMSUNG OMNIAW (% 19,990)

; SpBcs: Windows Phone 7.5; 3.7-inch display:
i B 1.4GHz processor;8GB onboad memory
‘= 3 Plus: 05 Minus: Looks

5. SONY ERICSSON XPERIA ARCS(© 27,000)
Sm Android v2.3; 4.2-inch display; 8 MP

camera; 8.7 mm thickness
Pllus: Slim built; Comera Minus: NA

6. BLACKBERRY 9360 (= 19,990,

Sm: BleckBerry 05 7; 2.4-inch display;
800MHz processor; 512 MB internal storage
Plus: Bright display

Minws: 1000 mAh battery

7. BLACKBERRY 9900

Sm BlackBerry 0S 7; 1.2GHz; 8GB;
2.8-inch display

Plus: Capacitive display, QWERTY
keypad; Mimus: NA

Spn: Windows Phone 1.5: 1 GHz processor;

E/ 3.8 inch display; 8GB onboard storage

Plus: Touch with QWERTY Minus: Touch

i

9. HICWILDFIRE S

Specs: Android v2.3, 600 MHz; 3.2 inch display;
5 MP tomera
Plus: Compad Size Minus: Onscreen Keyboard

10. APPLE iPHONE 3G S (= 20,990 |

storage
Pllus: Touch interface; Mins: Is Old

| o
i ]
.ﬁ- -

Specs: Android v2.3; 4.3-inch display; 1.2GHz
dual core processor; 1GB MB RAM; 16GB ex-
pandable. Plus: Fast, features Minus; Almost
none.

SPM: Android v2.2, 4-inch display; 1GHz dual

SpBCS: i0S; 3.5 inch display; 3 MP camera; 8GB

Top Affordable Phones

—

1. NOKIA X2-01

SN(S: 2.4-inch display;

QWERTY keypad; VGA camero;

1020 mAh battery
Pras: Good performance
Coms: Poor VGA camera

2. SAMSUNG CHAT 355

SPBCS: 2.4-inch display;
QWERTY keypad; 2 MP cam-
era; 1000 mAh battery

Pros: Great looks, Wi-Fi
Coms: Price on the higher side

3. ZEN M111

SPHS: 2 4-inch display; triple
SIM GSM; 1.3 MP camera;
1500 mAh battery

Pros: Triple SIM GSM, good
display

Cons: Average camera

Top CDMA Phones

1. MOTOROLA XT 800

Specs: GSM/CDMA; 5 MP
camera; Android v2.1; 1GB
memory, expandable up to
32GB.

Pros: Dual SIM — CDMA/GSM
Coms: NA

2. SAMSUNG CORBY
SPEED

Spﬂﬁ: 2.8-inch touch dis-
play; CDMA; 80MB memory,
expandable up to 8GB; 960
mAh battery

Pros: Mobile TV

Coms: Plastic body

&7

3.LG 6160

% ¥ i e
Price 2,049

SPB('S: FM player;

Torch light; 5 MB memory,
expandable to 4 GB;

No camera

Pros: Busic CDMA

Coms: No camero

1.NOKIA N8

. -y
' =TB1
B e o .

Specs: Symbian 3; 3.5-inch
display, 16 GB, 32GB expand-
able; 12 MP camera.

Pros: Good images, music
Coms: Symbian 3 0S

Top New Entri

1. MOTOROLA RAZR

SP8Cs: 4.3inch display; 8 MP
comera; 1.2GHz dual core
processor; 32GB expandable
Pros: Sleek body

Coms: NA

2. SAMSUNG WAVE 3

Specs: Bada 0; 4GB, 32 GB
expandable; 5 MP camera.
Pros: Bright display,

nice build

Coms: Bada 0S

3. SONY ERICSSON W8

SDQESE 3.0 inch display,
Android v2.1, Speakers; 4GB
memory card included

Pros: Music phone on Android
Cons: Small Display

2. SAMSUNG GALAXY NEXUS 3 NOKIA ASHA 200

Specs: 4.65-inch display; 5
MP comera; 16GB onboard,
1.2GHz dual core processor
Pros: IceCream Sandwich 0S
Coms: NA

Sm: 2.4 inch dispay; 2 MP
camero; 10 MB + 32 GB ex-
pandable; 105 grams

Pros: Dual SIM

Cons: NA

IT Gadgets & Gzmos @
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Sm Android v3.2; 9.4-inch display;
5 MP camera; 16 GB storage; 32 GB mem-
ory expandable; WiFi, Bluetooth; mini
USB port; 3.5 mm jack.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

A stylish lightweight tablet,
but no SIM slot.

FRAME CHANGER

LATE AS IT HAS BEEN IN ENTERING THE TABLET MARKET,
SONY STILL STUNS WITH A UNIQUE LOOK FOR ITS DEVICE.

BY NIDHI SINGAL

It has taken Sony close to two years to enter the
tablet market. In an excellent bid to stand out in
the crowd, Sony has given Its tablet a refreshing
and aesthetic design. Described as an "ergonomic
iInnovation”, the design consists of an unusual
curve-wedge shape, rather lke a single sheet of
black plastic bent to make the ends meet. The gor-
geous looks give the impression that the Tablet S
Is a heawy device. But at 598 gm, it is more than
comfortable to lug around. The controls, including
on/off, volume, 3.5mm jack, memory-card slot
and a mini USB port, are on the side while the the
charging jack lies at the bottom.

This 8.4 incher runs on the version of Android
modified for tablets, Honeycomb v3.2. The inter-
face is similar to what the other Honeycomb
tablets offer: five windows on the homescreen, the
application launcher tab on the top right along with

T Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012

the back, home and multitasking icons on the left
bottom. Other than Google services, it comes with
some interesting applications on board. These in-
clude Remote Control that turns the tablet into a
universal remaote, WH checker and a Social Feed
Reader. Video Chaska, Star Player, Big Flix,
Bollywood Hungama and Meragana.com have
been specially designed for the Sony Tab. You can
downloaded them by hitting the ‘Select App’ icon
from the app launcher. Watching multimedia con-
tent on the tablet was a pleasure and using the
Throw Function and DLNA we could actually
watch the video playing on the tablet on the Bravia
TV using Wi-H. To enable this stellar performance,
the Tablet S has a dualcore ARM Cortex proces-
sor clocking at 1 GHz along with 1 GB RAM. Like
the IPad, this tablet is only Wi enabled [no SIVI)
and offers 16 GB of onboard storage. The battery
lasted close to seven hours.
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SMALL WONDER

You have probably seen images of this cam-
era on television and in magazines. Yes, Its
the one where you see the LCD panel fanning
out in various angles. The first thing you will
notice, therefore, is the LCD that opens up
rather like a page in a book. It allows you new
viewing angles, though it achieves half the
360 degrees movement of the display in
maore advanced cameras. The second thing
you will notice is how thin the camera is. £ is
less than an average finger width with the
LCD closed down and, therefore, could de-
cene you into thinking It Is a smartphone.
These features make the MVV800 a device of

It's useful to have a camera that can pro-
ject your images and videos. “Useful” is the
adjective here, not “necessary’. Nikon's
Coolpix S1200pj, the latest in the series
that started with the S1000p; in 2008,
comes with a 40Hdumen projector that did
a pretty good job of throwing the images
on a wall from as far as 10 ft away. Plus,
in a joint venture with our computer; it simi-
larly projected images or videos located in
our Mac or PC (or for that matter in the
Apple trio of the iPhone, iPad and the
iPod). The projection is pretty nifty in a
darkened room. Only, don't think of the
S51200pj as a cineplex machine and you

which you could proudly claim, "Mine is
smaller than yours.”

Unlike most other cameras, the various op-
tions are accessed on a smartphone-ike
"homepages”. Placed like widgets on the
monitor, you can touch these icons to get to
the modes [smart auto, smart movie, 3D
photo, scene mode, beauty shot, etc) as you
would on a phone. It's amazing how such a
tiny device is capable of so much, including
30 photographs and “live” panorama shots
(essentially video panoramas that also double
up as stills). The results are good, though
some functions seem a little fussy.

iIFCTOR

will be more than happy.

Besides being a projector, the 51200p],
Is actually a good camera that comes with
the regular scene modes, shooting op-
tions, etc. The controls are handily located
and accessing features Is not a matter of
curses. However, keep in mind that it is es-
sentially a point-and-shoot, so the results
will satisfy the amateur, not the profes-
sional. Plus, the pictures are good enough
for a device that you would think was de-
pendent solely on its projector to sell. And
those of you who love luminescent hues
will adore its fuchsia coat—others may
baulk at the attention it attracts.

PRO

b

SAMSUNG MV800
Price: ¥ 15,990

SPGCS. 16.1 MP CCD sensor; 3-inch touch
display; F3.3-F5.9; 5X optical zoom;
16-1/2000 sec; IS0 3200; 130 gm

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

For its price and innovations,
It’'s not a bad camera
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NIKON COOLPIX S1200pj
Price: ¥ 14,950

Sm 14.1 MP CCD sensor; 3-inch display;
F3.9-F5.8; 5X optical zoom; 1-1/1500 sec; ISO
6400; 720P video; 20 lumens projector; RGB
LED light; 5-60 inch image; 11 inch-10 ft

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

A projector and camera combo
for a good price.

—BY JOEL RAI AND
PICTURE BY RAJNANT RAWAT
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BAG IT OR JUNK IT?
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WORD FINDER

Some time ago students in school
pored at words in a paper dictio-
nary. Then the generation moved
on to online dictionaries. Now
Casio is trying to replace the two
with a digital pocket dictionary.
But will it succeed?

These eDictionaries are com-
pact and look like mini laptops with
a display and a GWERTY key-
board. Although, these devices
look basic, they pack in a com-
plete Oxford dictionary, which you
can use to find word meanings,
check spellings, search for a word
using keywords, etc. Easy to use,
the dictionary responds in real
time, as we type. The keypad is
smoath, just like the ones on the
Casio calculators. For easy naviga-
tion, there are arrow keys, delete,
enter and escape keys too.
Starting the Ex-Word gives options
to search headword, example and
phrase from multi dictionary
search. Other options include
Oxford Advance Learner's
Dictionary, Oxford Learner's
Thesaurus, Oxford Collocation

Dictionary for Students of English,
Oxford Idioms Dictionary for
Learners of English, Oxford
Learner's \Wordfinder Dictionary,
and calculator. Using the marker
key, we could highlight the key-
words, definition, etc, and save it
to the vocabulary list for future ref-
erence. Of the two models, the
EW B100C is priced at. ¥ 7,993.
The EW B2000OC is priced at
14,995 and is relatively bigger in
size and includes some additional
features. This has an inbuilt
speaker that can be used to learn
correct pronunciation of different
words. It did work for many
words but there were a few that
were not in the data base. Along
with the above mentioned titles,
Britannica Concise Encyclopedia
and Oxford Hachette French
Dictionary have also been loaded
on this eDictionary.

Baoth the dictionaries are pow-
ered using AA batteries and are
sturdy enough to withstand a fall
from a height, making it safe for
students to use.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

This is a helpful but expensive

gadget for students.

DICTIONARIES
Price: ¥ 8,995 and ¥ 14,995
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HP LASERJET
PRO P1108

Price: X 6,599
Sm 18 B/W prints per
KEE » | \/ minute; 8.5 secs for first print;
266 Mhz processor; 150 sheet
ITSIM - - input tray, 5.2 kg

Laser printers are the best for _

fast printing but their broad waist-

line consume a lot of space. Of

late players in this domain have

been introducing compact laser

printers. The Laser Jet Pro

P1108 is a perfect example com-

ing from the leader, HP Ideal for

small and medium offices, this

Laser Jet is good looking yet com-

pact and can fit in any workstation

with ease. Unlike other printers, it

doesn't even have a display except

two blinkers for printing and error.

Hassle free and quick to set up,

the Laser Jet is equally quick in BAG IT OR JUNK IT?
printing. In an effort to make it

the world's most energy efficient

printer, HP has added an auto

on/ off feature that kills the ma-

chines when there is no printing =
command for a period of time. BEE 6. 8. 8.8
We thought that the printer might

take some extra time to turn back

on and print a page. surprisingly, Price: ¥ 55,000
as soon as we hit the print com-

mand in the on/off mode, we had

the print in our hand in less than

9 seconds. The prints obtained

on a regular A4 sheet were bright

and clear. However, on a tone

save mode, the small font size of

10 looked completely washed out.

Also, a single cartridge is capable

of printing 1500 monochrome

pages.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

A quick and hassle free
B/W printing solution. —TEXT BY NIDHI SINGAL AND PICTURE BY RAIMWANT RAWAT

IT Gadgets & Gizrmos B
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THEHYBRID MOUSE

From multi-touch to foldable design,
there have been a few innovations In
the computer mouse segment. But no
one had gone so far as to think of a

scanner built into the mouse. LG

has—with its LSM 100. While it looks
like a regular desktop mouse, the LSM
100 is bigger in size, making it a little

uncomfortable to hold and use.

Although it has the regular controls,
including a scroll wheel, a close exami-
nation reveals two buttons on the left
panel and the sensitive glass casing at

the bottom for scanning. To get on

L

SKULLCANDY FIX
Price: X 3,899

with the task, you have to install the
Smart Scan software that comes with
the mouse. Pressing the scan key
launches the software and starts the
scanning. By moving the mouse slowly
over the document, all text and
Images can be scanned. While scan-
ning, a realtime scanned image ap-
pears on the computer monitor and
you can rotate it or adjust colour and
brightness using the software.
ourprisingly, for its small scanning
area, the LSM 100 can be used for

~ scanning A4 and A3.documents .

/

SW(S. Fixed in-ear fit; remote and Mic

support for Apple products; 3 ear buds; Black
Chrome, Red White and White Chrome colours.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

Comfortable to wear, justifies
the price tag.

8! [T Gadgets & Gizmos
January, 2012

Not everyone feels comfortable using
big over-the-head earphones. And In-
ear ones often don't fit well. Keeping
this in mind, Skullcandy has come up
with the Fix, an in-ear headphone that
Is designed to fit the ear well. Once
worn, even when pulled with a bit of
force, the earphones don't fall off.
Besides this novelty, there aren't any-

thing innovative in terms of the design.

On the left lead are the volume con-
trols and the microphone. However,
the mic doesn't work with just any de-
vice, coming into action only when

|

\

v

LG LSM 100
Price: X 3,500

Sm Regular mouse with scroll wheel; Scan
key; Smart Scan software; Scans text and images.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

A hybrid mouse for day-to-day
scanning needs.
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plugged into an iPod, iPad and iPhone.

Priced at ¥ 3,899, it is not meant
for the budget-conscious. But for
those who are willing to spend, the Fix
will not disappoint as it offers great
sound and deep bass. It was soft on
the ears at controlled volumes, though
there was distortion at high volumes.

Usually headphones are difficult to
store. But this Skullcandy Fix has a
small black pouch with a skull em-
bossed on it for storage. There are
additional ear buds that can be
changed according to need.

= NIDHI SINGAL
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AN ADDED DIMENSION

TEXT BY NIDHI SINGAL 2
PHOTOGRAPH BY RAIWANT RAWAT

3D technology isn't new to LG. The Korean
company’s latest 30 Cinema TVs with FPR
(Film Patterned Retarder) 30 technology and
fickersree glasses are among the best in the
industry. Now It has re-entered the notebook
market with the same polarised, strainfree
glasses for its 3D laptop, the AS30.

This laptop has a fine outer casing in black
matte finish and silver casing inside. Opening
the lid reveals a 15.6-inch full HD 3D LCD
along with a full desktop like keypad comprising
the QWERTY keyboard as well as the numeric
keypad. The touch pad has been shifted to-
wards the left, an inconvenient positioning.
Adding enough power to handle heawy 3D
graphics and gaming, LG gives it an i/ proces-
sor and 8 GB BAM along with an NVIDIA
(GeForce GTooam graphics card with 1 GB
dedicated RAM.

Capable of performing all tasks required of a
notebook, what makes the AS30 stand out Is
the 30 functionality. LG has cleverly added a
dedicated 3D Zone in the programs for all the

3D features and content. The notebook had a
few 3D videos pre-installed and watching 30

content using the light weight glasses was fun.

It boasts an option to upscale regular 2D
DVDs and Blu-Ray movies into 3D. \We could
also switch to 2D mode while watching 3D
videos at the click of a button. Also onboard
were two 1.3 MP web-cameras that can cap-
ture content in 30. However, while the 3D
depth captured by the cameras was amazing,
the quality was just about average. For enjoy-
Ing 3U content, this laptop comes with with a
lightweight 3D glass along with a 3D clip-on
specs that can be worn over regular specta-
cles. Connectivity options include Bluetooth,
Wik, 3 USB ports, HDMI, card reader, VGA,
microphone and Ethernet jack, all placed on
either side. The battery backup was about
average with around three hours of videos,
browsing and music playback.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

A great 3D experience but you can get
a 3D TV at this same price.

m RRRAR
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SPecs: 15 -inch Full HD 3D

display; Windows 7 Home

Premium; Intel Core i7 processor;

8GB RAM; 750GB HDD; 3 USB
ports, 1 HDMI; Card reader.

IT Gadgets & Gizmos @
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CHILLY ™ s coovt

GADGETS THAT TAKE THE EDGE OFF WINTER'S BITE

BY NIDHI SINGAL

The brrrrr days are here. Everything has
turned cold to the touch, making sum-
mer seem like a delightful tropical
island. Out have come the blankets, the
woollens and the jackets in preparation
for the couple of months of chilly
weather. You can make winter a more
salubrious season with the help of some
smart gadgets. No, not just your air

blowers or your halogen heaters. Don't ¢ \
forget stuff that help you avoid chores \ —
that are painful in the cold. =
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Kohler Numi Integrated Toilet Seat
Price: ¥ 6.5 lakh

Commodes with seat warmers and auto flush have been available for quite some time
now. But Kohler has come up with an advanced foilet seat that opens and doses when
someone approaches it or moves away. Other than the heated seat, this fadility also blows
warm air up from the floor-level vent that heats the floor surface o keep your feet warm.
Adjustable front and rear sprays, integrated dryers with controllable air temperature,
deodoriser, bidet wand with self-deaning UV light and an intuitive touch interface plus
music are the highlights of the fascinating Numi Integrated Toilet Seat.

SPECS: Automated functions; Touch interface, 1.28 and .6 gallons per flush.

'. | EE _-1-'_1-:||:-'_'-_. S GuEmios

- January, 207 E-




| Winter Stuff )

Fureka Forbes Euroclean

Robocleanz
Price: ¥ 6. 990

Imagine having to clean the house when you'd rather curl up in bed
with a book and a tureen of hot soup. You can actually. Get yourself
the Euroclean Robocleanz, an automatic vacuum cdeaner with intelli-
gent path judgment. It is equipped with a smart side brush for easy
tleaning of nooks and corners and the sleek design ensures it does
not neglect fo clean beneath the sofas, tables and the beds. So, just

set the Robocleanz going on its dust-down mission while you turn
the pages of your chosen tome. Or perhaps catch your favourite
show on felevision.

(5
F1480RDS2?

Price: X 70,990

Pulling out the damp dothes from your washing

machine and hanging them out to dry can leave you irrita-
ble on a cold day. The LG F1480RDS29 offers a solution. This

washer-dryer combo has a direct drive technology that daims
to dean clothes better than hand washing, while the Steam
Refresh blasts dothes with a powerful burst of steam,

removing wrinkles and odours.

SPECS: 9 kg washer, 6 kg dryer;
Washing options; Steam

Braun

ThermoScan 3
Price: ¥ 2 500

A change in weather is often accompanied by ailments,
especially cold and fever. Having a thermometer at hand
is advisable. Although this Braun Thermoscan 3 is designed
especially for children with its one-second temperature
reading time, it can also be used on adults. Quick and
accurate, the ThermoScan also remembers the last
temperature reading.

SPECS: 3V lithium battery; 11 disposable
lens filter; 1-second reading time.

Philips Mini Kettle

Price: < 1 895

It is prudent to avoid chilly liquids and to drink warm water or beverages in the winter.
Having an eledric kettle by the bed side or on the office desk can, therefore, be a good
idea. This one from Philips comes with indicators for liquid levels such as one cup or
two cups. It also has a blue light indicator that shows whether the kettle is on. Tip: For
those who enjoy drinking green tea, this will heat your water whenever you want,
without a hassle.

IT Gadgets & Guzmos @
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VWestinghouse

Havells Gero
Price: ¥ 8,000

With the onset of winters, the long-neglected geyser
comes back to life. Of course, while it heats your bath-
water, it is also gobbling up a lot of eledricity. In the
spirit of saving energy, you could consider installing
the Havells Gero at home. This ensures quick water
heating while consuming lesser power. With a 5-star
rating from the Bureau of Energy Efficency, it has CFC-
free PUF insulation that prevents over 45 per cent of
normal heat loss. The high predsion thermostat and
multi functional safety valve keep water hot for close to
24 hours while consuming just half a unit of eledricity.

SPECS: 15-litre capacity; Heating indicator lamp;
5- star BEE rating; White, ivory, brown colours

WARM
WISHES
FROM
ABROAD

Pajama VVarming

Pouch

el) IT Gadgets & Gemos
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Convector Heater
Price: X 3,490
Move over traditional electric heater, here comes a modern
replacement. The Convector Heater from WestingHouse
comes with two heat settings and adjustable thermostat anti-
frost projection. With a 24-hour timer for on/off, the heat
output is 2000 watts. It is designed to prevent overheat-

ing. Good looking, it can be used in a free-stand-
ing position or can be mounted on a wall.

Etre FivePoint
Gloves
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Where conventional heaters reduce the oxygen level in
the room while heating it up, the oil-filled heaters

warms up the room without reducing the oxygen level.
Bajaj's oil-filled heather, the Majesty RH 9, comes with
oil that when heated evenly increases the temperature

in the room. With o wheeled stand, it is easy to move
around the room, and it has temperature selection for
just the correct degree of toastiness.

Winter Stuff )

Step out of the house with wet hair and invite winter maladies
like cough and cold. And if you are against hair dryers for leaving
your tresses dry and brittle, you can fry this special one from
Panasonic. The EH2271 is designed to make sure that your hair
doesn't lose the moisture or the shine. Also, along with hot air, it
comes with a selection of cool air options, an advanced feature
that most other dryers don't have.

SPECS: 200W power; External ion outlet; 3-speed seledtion:
4-temperature selection.

Price: $19.99
ush.brando.com

From a touch display to a keyboard is another
story. For this you would probably need a differ-
ent type of gloves. So why not stylish USB-
heated mittens. These come with open fingers,
allowing work on a keypad. Made of wool, the
mitts have heating pads whose temperature can
be controlled. Each glove needs to be connected
to a USB port individually.

Price: $12.50
www. amazon.coms
The Zippo hand warmer, as the name suggests,
keep your paws from freezing in the cold. This
device from the popular lighter maker fits easily
into the pocket and uses the Zippo premium
lighter fluid fo keep the outer case of the warmer
many degrees above freezing. With the appro-
priate heat selected, it can stay adtive for close fo
12 hours on a single fill.
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Price: $12.90
www.thinkgeek.com

It is always advisable to check the weather fore-
st before heading out of the home. You want
to be neither overdressed or undressed for the
weather, do you?The Outdoor LCD window ther-
mometer shows the current temperature along
with the minimum and maximum temperature
achieved during the day. The thermometer is
weather resistant.

m -E_:ad-jela & Gizmos |
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Now available on
IPad, iPhone, Android
and PC
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Twitter [ips

YOU CAN BE ENTHUSED OR TURNED OFF BY TWITTER. WHILE
YOU DEBATE YOUR RESPONSE, TAKE THESE TIPS TO FULLY
UNDERSTAND WHAT THE NETWORKING CAN DO FOR YOU.

BY TUSHAR KANWAR

n its five years of existence, Twitter has po-
larised opinions like few other communication
mediums—a useful tool, the true democra-
| tisation of web communication for some, and
an addictive waste of time, a really noisy corner
of the Internet for others. If you find yourself agreeing with
the latter, maybe it’s time you considered some handy tools,
tips and tricks to get the most out of your Twitter experience
while still maintaining some semblance of a real social life.

hour, more so when important events are taking

place or news is breaking, tweets can be difficult to
follow. Hashtags help you overcome this—just place a
hashtag (#) directly before relevant keywords or topics
(many events even publicise their hashtags in advance).
What this does is allow others to find your tweets easily—
most twitter clients let you click a hashtag to see all the
tweets associated with it—as well as allow you and others to
‘mute’ out hashtagged tweets if they're not interested in the
event/news. Use them wisely though, too many hashtags in
a tweet looks plain horrible!

n USE HASHTAGS: With millions sent out each

Twitter website is getting better to use, it is still woe-

fully inadequate in many departments. With features
like custom URL shortening, Twitter style retweets and old-
school comments based retweets—dedicated Twitter clients
are still the way to go on a PC/Mac or your favourite mobile
device. If you like a ‘busy’ interface with plenty of columns for
your (@mentions, specific hashtags, try out Tweetdeck, and
for folks who like cleaner lines, try the Echofon apps.

@ USE A CAPABLE TWITTER CLIENT: While the

FOLLOW THE RIGHT FOLKS: If you're only fol-
g lowing folks you know in the real world on Twitter, it

can get to be awfully quiet and boring (depending on
who you know, of course!) Twitter has its own built-in search
facility to help you find relevant people to follow. You can
either see who Twitter suggests under the “Who to Follow”,

clicking on View Suggestions,
Browse Interests or Find Friends
or you can use the search box
to find something more spe-
cific. Search for folks in your
line of work or interest, and
soon you'll be following and in-
teracting with folks that you may

never even have met otherwise. And

ever so often, if you end up following too many people, don’t
be afraid to spring clean and unfollow people.

BE CONSISTENT: Set yourself a daily schedule

tor Twitter, so you don't overdo it on just one day
of the week and remain silent for the rest.
Consistency brings with it rewards in the form of new fol-
lowers and increased interaction. Tools like Buffer and
Twilert help as well. Buffer is a really simple tool, in that
whenever you read an interesting article on the web, you
can send it via a browser extension to Buffer. The Buffer
service will send out the tweets well spaced out over the
day, so you never flood your followers with too many
tweets at once. Twilert on the other hand keeps an eye
out for important terms you may want to track on Twitter
(say for your brand, competitors or some news you're
waiting for), and sends you notifications if these are men-
tioned on twitter. Think of Twilert like a Google Alerts
for Twitter.

person, and want to track your Twitter performance,
give TwentyFeet a shot. Sign up, and soon you will
start receive very interesting graphs on details such as
retweets, mentions and followers and how they are changing
over time. Tweriod on the other hand tells you when your fol-
lowers are online and most active on Twitter. Simply drop
your username into Tweriod, and it gives you two helptul
graphs showing you the time of day and the day of week
when you should be tweeting.

. ANALYSE THIS: If you're a numbers-driven sort of

Got any tips that work wonders for you? Let us know on twit-
ter at (@gngmagazine!
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PHOTOGRAPHS ON ADOBE PHOTOSHORP,

WE DEAL WITH THE DYNAMICS OF BRIGHTNESS AND CONTRAST.

IN THE SECOND OF THE SERIES ON EDITING
here are times when you feel a little
~ disappointed when you download the
images you have clicked and look at
L them on the computer screen. What
' looked like a passably good photo on
the camera LCD now looks a bit washed out. Or
you can now discern the harsh light and dark
shadows more clearly. Sometimes you see to your
dismay that your flash illumination wasn’t bright
enough to make every face in the photograph
cheery enough. Don't worry, your photos can still
be redeemed.

There are different software available to handle
these photography problems. Essentially, since
light is a mixture of all colours, the software en-
hances different hues to create something that
could help the image. The most popular of such
software is Adobe Photoshop. In the December
issue of G&EQG, we looked at how to use Photoshop
to correct colour distortions in photographs. This
month, let us see how brightness and contrast can
be manipulated to give you more pleasing images.
There is also a plus at the end: how do you water-
mark your photograph?

BRIGHTNESS & CONTRAST

Brightness is the amount of light that is available across the pic-
ture. Contrast is the difference, or the ratio, between the brightest
and darkest parts of a photograph. To balance them, open the file
in Photoshop and go to Images. Under Images, go to Adjustment
and from there to Brightness/ Contrast. You can use the sliders to
adjust the picture’s brightness and contrast to your preference.

Another way in which you can carry out the same task is to use
Curves. Open the image and under Adjustment, click on Curves.
Use the graph line to get the desired brightness and contrast.
Remember that increasing the brightness reduces colour satura-
tion and increasing contrast leads to higher colour saturation.

Both these methods will require you to practise a bit before you
can correctly judge the best brightness and contrast. After that
you can experiment with these two aspects not only to correct
your image, but also for special effects.

@ T Gadgets & Gizmos
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) SHARPNESS AND BLIJ |

Sometime a picture suffers from a blur created by
the camera shaking when taking a photograph.
The lines are, therefore, not quite sharp. To min-
imise blurs, open picture in Photoshop. In Images,
go to Filter and then to Sharpen. You can use the
options of Unsharp Mask and Smart Sharpen to
take care of the blur. If you want to sharpen some
parts of the picture and not the whole, then go to
Layers (F7), Duplicate Layers (Ctrl+]), then
sharpen the upper layer as much you want. You
can then use the erase tool (press E ) to rub away
the portions that you do not want to sharpen.

On the contrary, if you want to blur out certain
portions of your picture, you can follow the same
procedure as for sharpening parts of the image.
Instead of the Sharpen option, just use Blur.

An easy way to use blur or sharpen is to go to the
Blur tool (waterdrop-like icon) on the left menu.
Clicking on its give you the options for blur,
sharpen and smudge. Choose the area on the pic-
ture you want to work on and use the tool.

WATERMARK

You can use watermarking to ensure that your im-
ages are not misused or claimed by others. Making
a watermark is a very easy procedure in Photoshop.

Open your picture and then press F7. A layer
window will open. Add a new blank layer using the
Create a new layer option at the bottom of the win-
dow. Go to the main tool bar on the left side to
Text tool (indicated by a T sign). Type out what
you want your watermark to say. You can choose
different colours by clicking on the Set Background
Colour tool (two intersecting boxes). After typing
out your text (you get options for small or big, bold
or smooth fonts), go to Layers, click on opacity to
choose the desired level of transparency of your
text. Then go to Layer at the top of the page and
choose Flatten Image. The text becomes a water
mark on your image.

I 1T Gadgets & Gizmos @
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A GRAPHICS TABLET IS A COMPUTER INPUT DEVICE
THAT DEPENDS ON PRESSURE ON A SURFACE GRID
TO CREATE HAND-DRAWN IMAGES.

A graphics tablet is a flat surfaces on which you draw with a
stylus or a pen-like device. The tablet is attached to the com-
puter and the stylus to the tablet. The tablets capture the image
as data which is then stored as a file or document. Graphics
tablets can be used like a large marker board to take notes on or
to create outlines at a conference or lecture during which im-
ages have to be viewed by the audience. They can also be used
by individuals as drawing surfaces to create drawings/ paintings,
and edit images. The output is almost close to handmade
sketches and drawings.

FACTS FROM THE PAST
CEEEEELELEEEEECET R T TR L n e e rEr L e e R e LT

AND PRESSURE

Sensor board

The tablet works by plugging into a computer via @
USB port. A stylus is similarly attached to the tablet.
When a user draws a line with the stylus, the draw-
ing does not show up on the tablet. Instead the
action generates a signal that goes to a vertical grid
of wires running across the tablet.

In touchscreen tablets, the whole
monitor becomes the writing surface
and the user interadts directly with
the display instead of drawing on
one surface and viewing on another.

LR T

1888 1957 1980 1981
The first electronic The first graphics tablet In the 1980s, several vendors of In 1981, musician Todd Rundgren
handwriting transmitting resembling contemporary tablets graphics tablets began fo include created the first colour graphics tablet
device was the and used for handwriting additional functions, such as software for personal computers. It
Telautograph, patented recognition by o computer was handwriting recognition and on- was licensed to Apple as the Utopia
by Elisha Gray. the Stylator. tablet menus. Graphics Tablet System.

@ IT Gadgets & Gizmas
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Main circuit

The grid of wires

Graphics Tablet )

Pressure sensitive
capacitor

Coil circuit

/7 By using electromagnetic

(. signals, the tablet is able

"~ to transfer the lines to the
computer screen or dis-

play being used.

4

The pen may be battery-
powered or may have a
cord. When a user draw a
line using the stylus, the coil
arcuit transfers the signals to
the main circuit inside the
stylus. This calculates the
number of lines-lengths,
while the pressure sensitive
capacitor measures the pres-
sure of the lines. The data
signal is generated by the
stylus and detected by a grid
of wires in the tablet called
the sensor board.

@ The horizontal and vertical
. wires of the tablet operate as

II|- |
s T
Lt ey

both transmitting and receiving
coils. The tablet generates an
electromagnetic signal, which is
received by a circuit in the
stylus. The stylus works as an
antenna that receives the signal
and generates another electro-
magnetic field that “talks” back
to the tablet.

Stylus effect

These tablets come with different
levels of sensitivity to pressure
applied on the surface by the
digitiser pen or stylus. Applied
pressure on the drawing surface

it

N\

.

Examples of different kind of
pressure-sensitive strocks

of the graphics tablet gives o
mark or line its thickness.
Pressing the digitiser pen hard
against the drawing surface will
result in the line or mark being
very dark. Lightly touching the
pen to the surface of the graphic
tablet will result in a lighter
mark or line. With pressure
sensitivity, the user experiences
a more natural approach to
drawing on a computer.

Sizes

Wacom tablets come in various
sizes, with the smallest being 7.6
cm by 12.8 inches and the larger
tablets having more than these
dimensions. The price of a
Wacom pen and tablet varies
with the size.

——

18.7"

s
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HOW A SINGLE-DEVELOPER INDIE GAME BECAME
ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL GAMES OF THE YEAR.

BY ANAND RAMACHANDRAN

ou begin all alone on
a deserted island.
You explore. You col-
lect wood and stone
and sand. You make
simple tools. You build yourself a
shelter. Later, you hunt pigs and
gather fruit for food. And fight off
monsters in the dark.
And it’s all made up of cube-
shaped blocks. Yes, even the pigs.
[t’s really hard to describe
Minecraft. Lego with monsters.
Lego Robinsin Crusoe. Doom with
blocks and without guns and with
farming. See what I mean? Hard.
But, impossibly, this indie game
created by a single developer has
been downloaded 14 million times,
and has grossed over 30 million
dollars within weeks of its release.
That’s more than many AAA titles
make over their lifetimes. It has
made its creator Markus Persson
(a.k.a. Notch) very wealthy, and
his studio Mojang one of gaming’s

Mo
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hottest properties.

What makes Minecraft so special?

While it may be hard to describe
the game, it is easier to describe
the Minecraft experience. Which is
where I'll start.

You begin all alone on a deserted
island. The entire island is made
out of cubes—mud, grass, stone,
coal, sand, water, even the clouds
and the sun are made out of Lego-
like cubes. It’s beautiful in a surreal
sort of way.

And here’s the thing—you can
dig, chop and cut through the en-
tire landscape, one cube at a time,
and gather the resources it offers.
Dig up a mud cube and you get
some mud. Chop a tree and you
get wood. Cut through stone with
a pickaxe and you get some stone.

You can then use these materials,
block by block, to build stuff of your
own. Homes, bridges, walls, towers,
sheep cannons—almost anything
yOU can imagine spring up as you

painstakingly create a world around
you to survive the elements. And
the monsters that come out at
night. Yes, I'm telling the truth you
about the sheep cannons.

[t's a magical experience as you re-
shape the world around you—carv-
ing out valleys, trenches and
caverns, levelling mountains and
raising platforms, building structures,
walls, staircases and other things of
beauty. It's a fundamental human in-
stinct to enjoy seeing order emerging
from chaos—and Minecraft taps into
this quite beautifully. When you fin-
ish putting the final touches on your
first log cabin, beautifully lit with
torches, decorated with a bed and
bookcases and windows, and step
back to take a look, it’s a feeling of
pride and ownership that is rivalled
by few games indeed.

Now, it's time to kill the mon-
sters. Yep, Minecraft has all sorts of
nasties that pop out at nights try-
ing to kill you. But you'll be ready
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for them. You can mine iron ore
from the depths of dark caverns and
forge them into powerful armour
and swords. You can kill spiders,
take their webs and use them as
bowstrings in wooden bows. And
you can kill them skeletons, zom-
bies and creepers good.

Minecraft is one of gaming’s great-
est sandboxes. It's an amazing and
compelling experience just explor-
ing, crafting and building things in
this world. Players have taken it
upon themselves to push the limits
of the construction tools of
Minecraft—people have build epic
structures such as full-scale models
of Hogwarts, The Reichstag and
even the USS Enterprise. Players
have created custom texture packs
that make Minecraft look like
Animal Crossing, Halo and Fallout.
People are beginning to invent their
own games using Minecraft’s physics
engine. Yes, some of them involve
sheep cannons that can launch our

woolly friends towards the moon.

Minecraft’s blocky, retro-Lego-
chic (aided by some imaginative
sound design) also adds immeasur-
ably to the experience. Somehow,
the relatively abstract aesthetic lets
our imaginations take over and fill
in the blanks—resulting in a world
that’s as realistic, beautiful, idyllic,
daunting or terrifying as we imagine
it to be. Minecraft avoids the classic
trap of falling into the uncanny val-
ley by steering very wide of it. It's a
great immersion win.

The success of Minecraft is being
replicated by other games as well.
Minecraft clones are spreading like
wildfire, each one of them bringing
something new to the core game-
play and enjoying great success.
Terraria, a 2D interpretation of the
Minecraft mechanics with some
Castlevania-style platforming
thrown in, was the top-selling game
on steam during the week of its re-
lease, outselling titles like The

Witcher 2 and Portal 2. Fortress-
Craft, another Minecraft-alike on
XBox Live Arcade, became the
highest grossing Indie game of all
time on Microsoft’s platform.

The incredible success of the
genre can perhaps be explained by
the fact that people simply love
putting things together and pulling
them apart. That’s why kids love
Lego—it lets us play with it any way
we choose. Look, [ made a gun!
Hey! I made a monster! Woort, |
made a castle! It is as realistic or as
abstract as we'd like it to be.

Minecraft is an important game—
another in the list of illustrious games
that are more about creation than
destruction. It proves, yet again, that
games that let people express them-
selves and exercise their imagina-
tions work well and enjoy great
success. It's another milestone in
gaming’s evolving history—creating
a genre and entertaining millions of
happy, happy players.

IT Gadgets & Gizmos §
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ARRIVEDERCI EZIO

Our favourite Italian assassin Ezio Auditore da Firenze Is
back—for the last time. Assassins Lreed game developer
Ubisoft has decided to let him retire in peace after this one
last mission. This will also be the game’s final installment of
the Renaissance era, which is good news as you can hardly
distinguish Rome from Constantinople.

Ezio is no longer a young assassin. \WWith his grey hair and a
visible paunch, it is obvious that a graceful ext was the order
of the day. Yes, we are still stuck in protagonist Desmond
Miles’ mind. The part bartender, part assassin is strapped
on to the Animus, the machine that accesses his ancestral
memories—the master assassin Altair ibn-La'Ahad and Ezio.

The cinematic sequences In Assasins Lreed: Hevelations
are breathtaking. With vibrant graphics, it successfully
makes the characters and Constantinople as real as they
can get. The sound track too gets you into the groove. But
these are all too similar to the previous AC editions. So it's

not exactly something
new. Nonetheless the
game keeps you en-
grossed. The plot is to
find the keys of Altair, hero
v of the first edition.

#
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ASSASSINS CREED:
REVELATIONS
FOR PS3

Price: ¥

2,699

BAG ITORJUNKIT? &

While not exactly no! -
still keeps you engrossed.

o

January, 2012

e visuals and game play.

The most important addition in this version is undoubtedly
the Hook Blade, which not only helps Ezio climb roof tops but
also helps him slide down cables. The hook also helps reach
out to and grab walls as you fall, reducing your chances of
becoming street pizza. The hooded assassin also gets his
hands on bombs. But despite having an explosive arsenal,
you (or Ezio) invariably end up using the traditional weapons
as they are a lot more fun to wield. Perhaps, the addition of
bombs In this version was a bit of a waste.

There are also mini games, like Brotherhood, where you
can train assassins and send them off on contract missions.
Your aim is to extend the assassins influence and defend
your turf from Templar attacks. To keep things interesting,
Revelations gets back the multi-player feature. Now from
being the assassin, you can become the target. There are
other play modes like Capture the Chest and hide-and-seek
games that have new characters with new special abilities,
maps and modes.

This game might not be a big revelation as its title sug-
gests; it does faill to break away from its own mould. But
what It does smoothly is finish the chapter on Ezio and Altair.

Revelations will keep you thoroughly engaged through its

ALL GAME REVIEWS BY
—ARUP DAS
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FOR THE CHILD IN YOU

It IS your day out in the Happiest
Place on Earth—Disneyland—and
Kinect gives you that touch of real-
ity as you walk around. Disneyland
2 is the first open-world game for
Kinect where you are free to ex-
plore the theme park however you
like. There are over 100 adven-
tures you can take and over 40
characters you can interact with.
You can also take photos of land-
marks, hug, chat and dance with
your favourite Disney characters,
pose for pictures, visit shops and
take a ride on famous Disney rides.
Each character you meet will give
you a quest or ask you to track
down something or take a ride in
the park. The Kinect comes in here
as the rides take the form of mini
games, where you get to interact
with the attraction and its story.
Once you create your avatar and
understand the game, it's time to
interact with the main six Disney
characters: Mickey, Minnie,
Donald, Daisy, Pluto, and Goofy.
Your trusty map displays the loca-
tions of the Disney characters and
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DINSEYLAND
ADVENTURES 2
FOR XBOX 360 KINECT

# [
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the rides. There is no doubt the
presentation and visuals are realis-
tic and excellent, but it would have
been better if we could customise
the avatar rather than choose
from ready options.

In many ways this Disney is full of
pomp and glamour and no compe-
tition. Things are too unchalleng-
Ing, even for the targeted age
group. For example going to com-
bat against pirates sounds fun and
adventurous but with only three
fighting options—low, high charge
and dodge—the idea suddenly col-
lapses. Don't get us wrong, this is
easily the cheapest way to let your
kids and yourself enjoy Disneyland
as the experience touches pheno-
menal levels but your interest will
wane. However, Disneyland
Adventures 2 will definitely let you
get in touch with the child inside
you and bring a smile to your face.

BAG IT ORJUNK IT?

A realistic, though unchalleng-
ing tour of Disneyland.

red graphics of Halo, one
of the world's best firstperson shooting
games, allows you to revisit the antics
of the master chief. No new levels have
been added but then that's the beauty
of this game as—the entire first edition
has been reworked Iin such a way that a
first time player will never guess this is a
10year-old game. It was good to be
reacquainted with the reliable Magnum
pistol, which remains the best weapon
to overpower the Covenant aliens. The
Assault Rifle is another effective arm.

The multiplayer mode is where things
get a bit tricky. Purists will probably be
critical because the original Halo didn't
have this option. The Halo Reach engine
enables six reworked classic maps. The
Ridgeline map Is a surprise addition as
it was exclusive to the PC and Mac ver-

sions of the original game. The captivat-
ing game modes, weapons, character
customisation kept us enthralled.

You can tweak the settings to play ek
ther the original music or the re-mas-
tered and enhanced soundtrack. The
game developers want to show how far
the graphics have progressed— press
the Select button to switch between the
latest and the original graphics.

m ' 6.8 & &

HALO: COMBAT
EVOLVED ANNIVERSARY
FOR XBOX 360

Price: < 1,999

BAG IT ORJUNKIT?

Reunion time for old Halo fans
and must-play for new ones.
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HO-HUM RACING

Can Need For Speed: The Run inch
closer to Gran Turismo and Forza for su-
premacy In the car racing franchises?.
The first striking thing about NIFS is the
graphics—clearly the best yet in the se-
ries. The lifedike surroundings, lacking in
previous editions barring Hot Pursutt,
has upped the level of excitement.
Driving on avalanche-affected roads in
the Rocky Mountains is not only a chalk
lenge but a scenic experience. VWhat
makes this game realistic Is the fact that
the fastest car is not always the winner.
o0 though you might take a fancy to a
Chevrolet Dodge or a Ford Mustang you
need to brush up your skills, you will find
them hard to control as they drift at the
corners. The best bet, of course, would
be to start with a slower BMW M3.

The protagonist, Jack Rourke, has a
mob debt hovering over his head and the
only option for him is to race across the
United States and win the prize money
which he can use to pay off his debt.
Yes, the storyline is as thin as it sounds.

e

NEED FOR

SPEED

FOR PS3

Price: ¥ 3,299 ' "'*1,-,

BAG T OR JUNKIT? *

The graphics are great, bu
the action getf repetitive.
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The good thing about The Run is that it
lets you experience different realworld
vehicles lke muscle cars, street racers
and super sports cars. Basically, a bit of
everything to tackle different driving chal
lenges for the player.

However, this idea sadly fails to im-
press even though you can use muscle
cars for long highway stretches, street
racers for owning the tracks and sports
cars to conquer the urban jungle. The
problem is that you can drive down from
San Francisco to New York with your
first car, the M3. This is where the10-
stage race with many multiple short
races between cities becomes pre-
dictable, bordering on the boring. What
was disappointing was the artificial intelli-
gence that runs the rival cars. It attacks
your car but holds the line when the ri-
vals are side by side. This where all real-
ism shatters. Excellent trailers and great
graphics but NFS: The Run has to get
more substance and inject a lot more
interest for the speed freaks.

T —

TURF FIGHT

They are brash, arrogant and abu-
sive—but entertaining to the core. In
Saints Row: the Third, our gang mem-
bers have become celebrities and the
big, bad Syndicate wants a piece of
the profit. The concept of the game
remains basic—crack some bad guys’
skulls, turf out rivals and recruit more
members for your gang.

The new edition gets a multi-player
option: Co-op. It doubles the mayhem.
It also has the VWhored Maode, a sur-
vival game with three maps, each with
30 different challenges that require
mowing down enemies. To keep
things interesting each challenge
comes with a different set of rules.

The graphics will not win awards
with the retro-arcade visuals that give
the game a seedy ambience. Because
of the lack of realism, the violence In
game Is not gory. It is, however, defi-
nitely an over-the-top game with
colourful language and game play, a
veritable cross between Pulp Fiction
and Grand Theft Auto.

BAG IT OR JUNK IT?

‘must for action

“addicts.

rﬁn-..._ . ":‘--_I -
Price: ¥ 2,5’99
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INDIA'S

That we are India's No.1 Multiple Stream Private University
as ranked by India Today?

That our ECE program is accredited by EAC of ABET, USA?

s ETs s R M That we placed a record 2336 student in 15 days?
That we have sent 300 students to MIT, Cornell, Madison

etc. under Semester Abroad program?

7 Or the Nobel Quest organized by us that was inaugurated
=3l by six Nobel laureates?

YES!

THESE ARE OUR BIG ACHIEVEMENTS.

BUT NOW WE ARE IN A DIFFERENT LEAGUE

AFTER OCTOBER 12, 2011:

THE DAY WHEN OUR STUDENTS DISPLAYED

THEIR INNOVATIVE SPIRIT TO LAUNCH SRMSAT

A NANO SATELLITE CROWNING SRM AS

INDIA’S FIRST PRIVATE UNIVERSITY TO ACHIEVE THIS FEAT.

I
OUR STUDENTS ALSO MADE THE NATION PROUD g
BY CREATING AN AWARD WINNING 4
GREEN AIRPLANE DESIGN AT NASA, USA. N A
¥ :
It was truly a moment of pride at SRM University i

—— ' ' ~——= when students from twelve departments
= =, l unleashed their innovative talent to design and

launch a nano-satellite called SRMSAT. The
satellite was launched into orbit by ISRO’s

B PSLV-C18 along with Mega-Tropiques satellite,
{ hes i “Ss= .2 lw 4. & » anindo-French mission.

i
SRMSAT is now at 865 km earth-orbit monitoring
greenhouse gases, carbon-dioxide and water vapour in the tropics.

The SRMSAT weighs 10.9 kg including three solar panels and was built at a cost of Rs 1.5 crore.
The students are keeping track of the satellite monitoring its performance through the ground
station, they erected at the university. SRM is the first private university in the country to have
launched a nano-satellite.

Besides SRM has created award winning green airplane designs at NASA, USA. This places
the SRM University in the same league as Purdue University, Indiana University and Georgia
Kudos to our students and thanks to ISRO and NASA

Institute of Technology and Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur.
Py SRM

Wfffﬁiﬁ#ﬁy i n'; U N IVE RS |TY
SRM UNIVERSITY, SRM NAGAR, Kattankulathur - 603 203, ~ (Under section 3 of UGC Act 1956

Kancheepuram Dt., Tamil Nadu, India.
Ph: +91-44-2745 5715, 2745 3433 | Fax; +91-44 2745 3622 Web: www.srmuniv.ac.in

CAMPUSES: CHENNAI | DELHI ENGINEERING | MEDICINE & HEALTH SCIENCES | MANAGEMENT | SCIENCE AND HUMANITIES




NOKIA

Nokia Bluetooth Stereo Headset BH-111 Nokia Bluetooth Headset BH-112

* Integrated Controls for Calls and Music » Voice Guidance for Easy Pairing

* Multipoint Technology » Soft and Ergonomic Ear Pads for Extra Comfort
» Digital Signal Processing for High Quality Sound » Advanced Multipoint for Dual Connectivity

Hr "

To know more about your Nokia, registerat L 00l INOKIA G B
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