- Six Weelts To
WOR* S O .F
POWER |

’ l“‘AAAAAAAAAAA“AAAA“AA‘AA‘AAAA‘AA"AAA‘A“AA:AAAA‘L
v ! e o a .

Wzlfred F zmk




" .:,;zi“s‘;!_"ﬁ‘«.’“.‘.vga:\r.ﬁcm

14
19
22
26
30
34
39
47

; o CONTENTS
; . S Introdilcﬁon
| n .
3 - L It Pays to Increase Your Word Power
Hl 2. Let’s Test-Your Vocabulary
!‘ . Pronunciation Key
f ’ o . First Wgek ‘
1. Verbs That Deal with Human Traits
2. These Are Your Verbs of Denial
3. Verbs of General Value .
.4, One-syllable Verbs of Power
5. Verbs of Action
. 6. Verbs That Suggest Violence
First Indian Edition' 1986 7. Verbs for Everyday Use ‘
IR First Intermission—Stories behind Words :
Binny Publishing House Books are distributed by Socond Wedk
GENERAL BOOK DEPOT, 1691, NAI SARAK. [Second Wee
DELHI-110006, INDIA 8. Verbs of Exceptional Power
: . 9. Verbs of Deep Emotlon
Copyright 1953 by Wilfred Funk, Inc. ¥ 10. A Miscellany of Verbs
. . . 11. Verbs about Your Fellow Men
Published by arrangement with Funk & Wagnalls Publishing Company | 12. Verbs of Energy o -
Al rights reserved, including the right to reproduce o 18, Verbs of Violent Critlclsm
this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever. E 14, Verbs We Sometimes Negleet
¥ : First Tesi—A Test for You on Your Verbs
, 'k Second Intermission—What about Slang?
- y g
’ % Third Week
, ‘ ,[ I 15. Nouns of Unusual Power
Published by Ravinder Goyal for Binny Publishing House, 4 ‘{el _ 16. Nouns of Persona,l Charactenst,ics
86, U. B. Jawahar Nagar, Delhi-110007. and printed by i'f‘“ | v
R. K. Batra at Batra Art Printers New Delhi INDIA - it ‘




17.

+ 18,

19.
20.
21.

22.
23.!
24,
25.

26.
27.
28,

29,
30.
31.
32.

33.
34.
35.

36.
37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

Contents

Nouns of Emotion

Nouns That Stand for Huma.n Tralts
Nouns of Pleasant Meaning

Nouns That Carry Insults

Nouns That Are Spoken

Third Intermission—Word Magie

Fourth Week

Nouns We Sometimes Neglect

Nouns of Force and Pressure

Nouns of Shame and Shameful Acts

Nouns We Often Forget

Nouns of Sorrow and Suffering

Nouns of Negation and Destruction

Nouns We Should Remember

Second Test—A Test for You on Your Nouns
Fourth Intermission—A Word Miscellany

Fifth Week

Workday Adjectives and Adverbs

Adjectives That Suggest Unpleasant Ideas

A Group of Useful Adjectives

Adjectives in Fields of Writing and
Speaking

More Unpleasant Adjectives

Adjectives That Have to Do with Size

A Miscellany of Adjectives |

Fifth Intermission—Odd Word Histories

Sixth Week

Adjectives with Disagreeable Meanings

Adjectives That Describe Your Friends and

Enemies
Adjectives That Suggest Strength
Adjectives That Deal with Wickedness
Adjectives We Should Remember
Adjectives That Deal with Personalities
Adjectives in the Higher Brackets

101
107
112
115
121
124

129
135
138
142

" 149
153

157
168
173

177
185
191

196
202
204
209
216

219 .

223
228
231
235
242
246

Contents

Third Test—A Test for You on Your
Adjectives
Your Commencementi—Now You are
Beginning
A Lagniappe for You

A Few Word Books from My Library

Index

250
255

258
266
268

¥




Stx Weeks 1o




INTRODUCTION

1. 1 Pays to Increase Your Word Power

THERE are perhaps only a few hundred “power words”
In our language. But they are the words that make our
language work. o o
I have tried to gather the best of them in this small
volume. They are not all here, of course. For one thing, such
common “power words” as punch, cut, kick, shout, are
known to every litérate person and are therefore naturally
- omitted from these pages. And, in the second place,
another author might make slightly different selections
from those I have made. No one of us learns a word under
precisely the same circumstances.’ And each one of us has
surrounded a word with different connotations. For this
, Teason, it is always possible that you may receive no great
impact from a word that hits me with unbelievable force.
- But the heart of the “power vocabulary” is in this
present book just the same. And if these words are learned
~ they can almost perform miracles for your speech and in
your writing, :
" Success and vocabulary go hand in hand. This has been
proved so often that it no longer admits of argument.
I have done vocabulary testing for innumerable business
concerns. Almost without exception the results were a re-
3
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2 Six Weeks to Words of Power

markable -indication of the salaries received. Even the
voeabularies and the pay of the secretaries of executives
usually followed the same ascending scale as that of the
positions of the bosses whom they served. In one outfit
that I remember well, the two lowest-paid girls wers
poorest in vocabulary. - ‘

Why shouldn’s this be so?

. Our knowiedge of words is all that malkes it possible for
" us to understand our associates or our friends. And it is
only by words that we can impart ideas to others. Or
command them to do our wishes. More important than
this, we think with words. We can’t think without them!

Said the great American educator, Dr. John Deway:
“Thought is impossible without words.”

Said Thomas Sheridan, British actor of 200 years ago:
“There is such an intimate connection between ideas and
words that whatever deficiency or fault there may be in the
one necessarily affects the other.”

It follows then almost like a law of mathematics that the
more words you know the more clearly and powerfully you
will think. And, also, the more ideas you will invite into
your mind. The world has suddenly discovered these
truths and has become word-conscious as never before.
It has awakened to the overwhelming power of words.

Without words the wheels of business would stop spin-
ning. Without words we would still be savages. The

accumulated knowledge of medicing, of philosophy, of -

the sciences, of the lifework of the great dead, could not
have been passed on except by the magic of words. With-
out them we would be like the ants whose pattern of living
has remained unchanged for millions of years. .
And another tribute to the “power words” lies in this
_strange circumstance. When words fail, wars begin; but
nowadays war planes often drop words instead of bombs.
In some nations men are jailed for not listening to the right
words on the air, and they are shot for listening to the
wrong ones. When wars finally end we settle our disputes
with words. o
This is why people everywhere have long since come to
recognize the importance of words in the lesser depart-
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ments of life. Vocabulary tests are being used more and
more as adjuncts in grading the ability of people. Per-
sonnel. directors are using them to weed out applicants.
They are & final hurdle that our army boys must pass in
order to qualify for officer training. As & captain in charge
of training once wrote to me: “If a GI hasn’t an adequate
vocabulary he won’t understand what we are trying to
teach him.” And, of course, colleges smploy thess vocabu-
lary quizzes as 8 major factor in their aptitude tests.

And anent this, here is an amazing discovery that was
made in one university. The story is told by William D.
Templeman, former professor of English at the University
of Illinois,

At this institution the freshmen were subjected to a
variety of aptitude tryouts. One of these was a 29-word
VOCABULARY test. After some years of testing, the faculty
thought that it might be interesting to find out whether
the results of any of these tests might give a clue to the
future scholastic standing of the students. To the sur-
prise of those who conducted the investigation it was
found that the unbelievably brief vocabulary test of 29
words “was the most accurate prediction of the future
general semester point average of the students for all
courses. This led Dr. Templemsan to say: “Mr. and Mrs.
Parent and Mr. High School Principal, if you wsnt your
child to achieve success with his studies in college, look to
his voeabulary!”

Of course, there are other ways to success in life besides

‘building one’s vocabulary. But there is none that is easier.

Just remember that educators tell us that the reading
ability of people across the nation is that of 7th-grade
pupils. Surveys show that the average person cannot
understand material written above the level of 12- or
14-year-old children. So what simpler way is there to
avoid competition than by raising your own vocabulary
above this common level?

One pleasant and encouraging part about this is that it is
80 easy to do. And it takes so very little time. A few min-
ates a day is enough.

It is true that you don’t cover a prodigious number of
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words in this book. But they are ‘“power words’ of a high
level. They are the mainspring words of our speech. And
the odd thing is that with each one of tl}ese words that
you learn, hundreds of simpler words will z_i,lmost auto-
matically be understandable to you a.nfi will become a
living part of your vocabulary. You “{lll notice _thls as
soon as you begin. And before you finish you will have
increased your word supply by many thousands of tgrms.

One reason for your swift accrual of Yvord power will be
that your sttitude toward wor(_is \'mll have suddenly
changed. You will become enthusiastic about them. You
will be curious about them. You will no lf)nger pass over
the unfamiliar ones. You won’t be happy }f you do. They
will challenge you to discover their meanings. )

This book, then, can be your first step .t,nward forming a
new and helpful habit—the haibit' of adding to your wx?rd
supply. And the funny thing_ is, if you form a habit like
this, the habit will turn around and take care of you and
your work will become almost effortless. o,

May I add one small note to this 1ntrodgct10x.1.

You will first be faced with verbs, the mainsprings (_)f our
language. Then will follow the nouns that'are_the bulldlpg
blocks of our thoughts. Then come the adjectives, the pig-
ments that give color to our sentences. And to a minor
extent, you will encounter those modifiers called _adverbii
The other parts of speech, prepositions, conjunctions, an
such, can hardly be ranked as words of power.

2. Let’s Test Your Vocabulary

BEFORE you start this pleasant six weeks’ trip it will help
if you will first find out what your present vocabulary
fevel is. This will be an interesting experiment fqr you to
make, and it shouldn’t take you more than 20 minutes to
do. It should be fun, too. And 1.;he rest of this boo.k i8
going to be laid out as nearly like a game as possible.

When you have finished this chapter you will hz.weba
fairly accurate idea about your word level. You will e
able to detect the weak points in your vocabulary. And it

Let’s Tes‘t‘ Your Vocabulary 5

I8 just these weak points that this book has been designed to
straighten out.

And here is a statement that may startle you and show
you why it is so critically important that you should start
now.

If you are over 25 years old your vocabulary is already
95 percent complete as far as you are concerned. Only 5
percent more will be added during the remainder of your
lifetime—unless YOU do something about it. And to-

" gether with this, bear in mind, as I have told you, that the

active vocabulary of the average adult, coast to coast, is
not much larger than that of a child 12 years old.

What inadequate equipment that is with which to face
the modern world! For, unless yow are willing to acquaint
yourself with words and to draw upon the beauty and the
fmmeasurable power of the English language, you will not
be well prepared to meet the competition of the new, diffi-
cult, and most complicated era that we are facing.

There are a very few fortunate people who learn early in
life the secret power of words. Those who have gone
ahead discovered it long since; they made use of it and
they won what they wanted by using it. This may be
why men within your own circle, who do not seem ag
bright as you, may be getting ahead of you.

But this magic power is no longer a secret and the tech-
niques for acquiring it have long since been devised.

With this very volume that you hold in your hands you
will be able to equip yourself with a richer vocabulary,
and you can do it in those odd moments of the day that you
usually waste if you will only make a plan and set a date,
And the date is set and the plan is laid out for you in

this book, ‘

If you are young it will be easy for you to do. But never
give age as an excuse. You can teach an old dog new tricks,
This is the scientific discovery made by Dr. Irving Lorge, a
brilliant psychologist at Columbia University. By a series
of tests he has proved that older people lose nothing in
mental power. if they will keep up their active interests,
They lose slightlyin speed. Yes. But he showed that the
ability of the mind to-think and create, barring illness,
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"FIRST WEEK -

Thought is impossible without
. words. , JOHN DEWEY .

L Verbs That Deal with Human Traits ‘ »

‘WE WILL stait our trip with verbs, for verbs are the

little power umts that make sentences move.

It is-perfectly possxble, of course, to write an mtelhglble i
v sentence without a verb. We can say: “Tonight at the - -
.~ Orpheum Theater the world-famous actress Lita Leffing-
“well in person ” But ‘the verbs are all 1mphed, Just the Ry
. same, ,
If you have power verbs at your command you can glve a
" tremendous impact to your sentences. They will travel -
‘- with the speed of a bullet and will penetrate deep 1nto] S
»theu' target. i
A single example w111 help point up: these statements ‘
: :Whmh of these two sentences, for instance, hits hardest?‘ o

“r have a hearty dxshke for crlme "o

“I abhor cnme "o

u

0 A‘nstoers

Verbs That Deal wnth Human Tralts (15,

L We will first eonsider 10 verbs that have to do with human
traits, It may help you to remember these words if we don’t
give you their preclse meanings right away. It will be better if
you discover them for yourself,

The words in. question ‘are printed in small -eapitals. After

" them are given four choices, lettered A, B, C, and D, It is your

Job-to check that one of the: four choices which you think is

: . nearest n meaning to the key word.

' Now let’s ask yOu a question, Wha,t .do ‘human beings do? .
‘v (1) vanguisH (lang ‘gwish)-—A: they ery. B: ﬂn't C: lmger S

behmd others. D: become ‘weak,

*(2) COMMISERATE (ko miz urate)-——A they suﬁ‘er B sympa,- -

thlze C complam D: weep.

g (3) ABHOR . (ab hore”)—A: they are afraid.” B run away

C detest. D: tremble.

'(4) GORMANDIZE (gore man dlze)—-A ‘they brag B exaggerat,e
: C: torture, D: eat voraciously, .

5) CONDONE (kiin don’)—A: they show sympathy. B are sor-
rowful. C: complam D: forgwe B R

>(6) IMPORTUNR (im. pore tune')——A they ask cea,selessly.‘ B3 ﬂat— _

o ter. O are overhumble D; forbid.

) GROVEL (gruv rul or grov'ul)—A: ‘they. grumble B: crawl L
at someone’s feet C thst and turn, D burrow in the B
ground R v :

. (8) cover (kuv’ 1t)——~A they fear B ﬂlrt C: hlde D desxre

' mtensely

: (9) MALINGER (mai ling gur)—A they are t.ardy B:Vangry : -

C: feign slckness D m;ure others,

I ‘ ' ' o 10 1ATE (ex’ pi ate)—A: they. explain carefully B ng
-That one word abhor takes the place of ﬁve weaker words {10) e (ex' vl ate) ot T

.+ Bo it is'wise to pick your verbs well, And i in' the opening =
'Qchapters of this book you will .meet the most forcefulf B
L 'ones in the Enghsh language o

for 0 atone for, D: talk too: much

1--D; 2-B; 3—C; 4—D 5-D; A 7———B 3D
9-0;10—C. o

ST
















24, Six Weeks to Words of Power

Answers: 1—C; 2—A; 3—B; 4—C; 5—C; 6—A; 7—A; 8—B;

9—A; 10—C.

III, Will these phrases help you recall the words?
made to appear foolish "t
. counteract or thwart
. bppressed or unfairly injured

. impair in quality or spoil

1.

2

3

4

5. claiming presumptﬁously
6. withered

7. estrange

8. perplex or overwhelm

9, scorn

10. strip

o
o

Answers: 1—stultified; 2—countervail; 3———a,ggr.ieved; 4—viti-
" ate; 5—arrogating; 6—Dblighted ; 7—alienate; 8—con-

found; 9—disdain; 10—denude.

IV. Tn the following. sentences which of the words are used

incorrectly and which correctly?
(1) Anyone who is stultified is stilted.
(2) Things that vitiale are helpful.

(3) Anything that we dssdain we consider
unworthy of us.

(4) When you confound & person you throw
him into confusion.

(6) We try to alienale those we love.
(6) When we denude & person we deceive him.
" (7) Those who are aggrieved are hurt unfairly,

True
True

True

True
True
True
True

False
False

False

False
False
False
Falso

; Verbs of General Value
() Things that are blighted are withered;

(9) ‘When people are arrogating they are asking
questions,

(10) Those who countervasl wish to help.

25

True False

True False
True False

“Answers: 1—TFalse; 2—False; é—Tme; 4—True; 5—False;
6——Falsg ; 7—True; 8—True; 9—False; 10—False.

V. We are now due for definitions.

- (1) ArroeaTING: Taking or claiming unreasonably; ascribing

proudly and presumptuously; usurping.

. (2) vit1ate: To impair tﬁe quality or make impure; to spoil.

(3) sroLriFies: Made to appear foolish; reduce to foolishness;

made futile.

Y] ALIENATE: To estrange; to separate, as though foreign or
alien; to make a stranger of; to exclude from confidence

and attachment,

' (5) AGGRIEVED: Subjected to ill treatment; unjustly injured;

oppressed.

(6) conrouns: Overwhelm; discomfort; perplex
i confusion; defeat.

; throw into

-(7) BLieETE®: Caused to decay; ruined; frustrated; withered;

impaired or destroyed.

-(8) »ENUBE: Strip the covering from; lay bare.

‘%(9) COUNTERVAIL: Offset; oppose with equal powery counteract;

prevail against; thwart.

10) eispain: To scorn; to consider unworthy; to think unsuit-

able and beneath one,

T.f you take the trouble to learn words of this type, you will
ind that your reading will inevitably and mathemat-

cally move to a higher level. A person’s vocab
ow with him or he cannot grow.

ulary must
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Each word was at first a stroke of
genius. EMERSON

4. One-Syllable Verbs of Power

WE SPEAK of the “English” language and we have

feeling that it is largely based on Anglo-Saxon, or, a8 iti
truly very fer

now called, Old English. But there are
words that trace their beginnings to England.

More than 60 percent of our speech comes to us eithe
directly from Latin and Greco-Latin or through a R
mance language such as French, which, of course, is ¢
Latin parentage.

Words from the Latin are often longer and more “lite
ary” than others. We have, for instance, the O1d Englis
verb walk and its Latin counterpart- perambulate. Tru
these are synonyims, but synonyms never mean exactly tt
game thing. You walk downtown but you perambule
around a garden. «Perambulate” has the idea of iran
ble” in it. And, in like fashion,
are similar but not identical in meaning.

The Old English noun home is much simpler
Latin-derived word residence,
to use a plain and simple word when possible. But agal
these two words are not precisely the same in meanin
We say “Home Sweet Home’ but not
Residence.”

Pairs such as these are synonyms but synonyms are L
identical and, therefore, each one has its place and I
value in our language.

than t

and it is always preferaﬁlo) roist (foist)—A: to lift up.

“Residence Swed nswers:

i One-Syllable Verbs of Power 27

‘say Slaunt, flout, flail, and fla
y out loud. As a
fact, all the words below pack an extraordinax?a;ttf;c(l))f

1. Try your wings and see if i
[ Ir Wi you can pick th
choices which is nearest in meaning to lt)he keya:v:)):; of the four
1) FL:ét.l'NT (ﬂa.wnt)—A: to scoff at. B: to beat with a rod
: to praise unduly. D: to make a gaudy display. .
/@)

Frour (flout)—A: to. whip or flo con~
: g. B: to treat wi
tempt. C: to ery out. D: to show off. rost with

/(6) FLAY (ﬂz{y)'—A: to spread out. B: to ravel at the edge. C: to

make tired. D: to criticize severely.

) FLAIL (fail)—A: to thrash abo
: N ut. B: . .
the skin off. D: to be scared. to beat. C: to strip

(5) PrATE (prate)—A: to talk foolishl
: y, B: to parad
down, C: to spread out thin. D: to ﬁa,tter.p rade up and

(6) RAIL' (raﬂ)fA: to laugh uproariously. B: to tear down
C: to utter loud complaints. D: to send to prisoh .

WREAK (reek)—-A:. to be wringing wet. B: to emit evil -
smells. C: to split wide open. D: to inflict as vengeance

(8) RAzZE (raze)—A: to destro
. y utterly. B: i s
make fun of. D: to harvest, rly. B: to build up. C: to

poor and tmpecunt® (9) croy (cloy)—A: to make fun of. B: to tire, as with too

much sweet. C: to flirt. D: to stick together.

B: t .
slyly. D: to scorn. . 0 drench. C: to palm off

1-D; 2—B; 3—D; 4—B; 5—A; 6—C; 7
1Di2-B;3-D; 4B, 5—A; 6—C; 7—D; 8—A;

. Here are the true meanings of these words. When you

(1) flaunt your wealth before others, you are making a vulgar

Has it already oceurred to you that when we come to Gisplay of it.

one-syliable words we begin to find a scattering of Germ:
Dutch, and Old English roots? You will discover & fr
such in thefollowing list. They are often words of 1
usual strength. You can feel their impact when you mer

(2) flout the opix_ﬁons of another, you are scoffing and treating

em with scorn,
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(3) flay a person, you are criticizing bim bitterly and without
merey. :

(4) Alail a borse, you are flogging him,

(5) prate about ‘your virtues, you are babbling in a foolish
and vain fashion,

{6) rusl apainst fate, you are complaining in s loud and
ADELY manner,

{(7) wreak ruin on an enemy, you are usually inflicting the
damage in a spirit of vengeance.

(8) raze s building, you utterly demolish it and level it to
the ground. o

(9, cloy your taste with jam, you have sickened of it.

{10) foist a fake coin on another, you are palming it oﬁ slyly
as though it were worth something,

III. Some of these words are rightly paired with identifying

words and phrases. Some are incorrectly paired. It is up to you
to straighten them out.

1. flail @. beat
2. raze b. complain loudly
3. flout ¢. make a vulgar display
4, flaunt d. treat with scorn
5. foist e. palm something off
6. rail f. demolish
7. cloy g. tire, as with too much sweet
8. flay h. get revenge ‘
9. prate §. criticize without mercy
10. wreak j. babble
Answers: 1—a; 2—f; 3—d; 4—c; 5—e; 6—b; T—g; 8—4; 9—

10—h.

One-Syllable Verbs of Power 29

IV. Can you place each of the 10 words in its
proper sentence?
The tenses of the verbs will sometimes be changed.

(1) He was cruel to animals and would continually
his denkey.

(2 A vain man will often

his success in the face of
everyone. !

(3) She was a jealous woman and persistently tried to
ruin on her rival. ,

(4) The art dealer tried to
customer,’

(5) My taste for the theater has been
attendance.

(6) They foolishly ignored and
they had received.

(7) The enemy bombed the city until they
not one building left.

(8) W-e humans are apt to —____ bitterly at our hard luck
instead of philosophically accepting it.

8 fake painting on the
e by too frequent
the wise advice that

it, with

(9) Some mothers ‘about the clevefnéss

; - of their
children until it becomes sickening,. :

(10) I have never heard a man

av ~— . gnother in such a
vicious and angry fashion. . ’

Answers:  1—flail; 2—faunt; 3—-wreak, 4—foist; v5——-cloyed;
6—flouted; 7—razed; 8—rail; 9—prate; 10—fay.

V. How many of these verbs can you remember?

.ss  Weers
) SR
[ T

o~ . .

- oo



30 Six Weeks to Words of Power Verbs of Action 31

| Don’t be disheartened if you miss three or four. It would
be remarkable if you recalled them all. It will help you if
you say them out loud to yourself. And also if you write
them down. Then you will be using eye and ear memories.

(3) mvsTIGATE (in’sti gate)
(4) errECcTUATE (8f fek’ t1 ate)
‘(5) EXPEDPITE (ex’ pé dite)

. (6) PrEEMPT (pré empt’
Every word that you learn will help us who are your ® P¥)
friends to know you better, for your vocabulary is you.

(7) coerck (kG urse’)
; Your words are your personality. If you are poor in words,
|
f
I
i
\
|

.
your personality will seem colorless and we won’t be able (8) mxmimpATE (ex'stir pate)
| to see the true you. After all, the ability to speak and to
|| write superior English is the first mark of an educated man,
| and your investment of time for acquiring’ this skill will
be supremely worthwhile, whether ' for grace of con-

versation or for salesmanship, whether for.dollar value I1. Let's p u.t these 10 words to work. :
o » (1) Boldiers are supposed to destroy. They bombard towns,

Jynamite buildings, and set fire to them. It is their business to
lay waste and to devastate the countryside.

(9) commanprer (kom an deer’)

(10) EmBROIL (em broil’)

'l or for social value.

(2) A criminal can have had an honest change of heart. He
may have decided that crookedness doesn’t pay out. The judge
will enjosn him to avoid dishonesty.

. (3) There are those saboteurs wl'mA wish to overthrow our
type of government. They work hard to incite division in our
:anks. They conspire to tnstigate revolution.

Syllables govern the world.
B ‘ SELDEN

" (4) Many leaders in the field of education are making an

5. Verbs of Action-

VERBS of true action are always interesting. They imply
- motion, decision, and such. They indicate that things are
happening. They give power to our sentences and  they
are the dynamos.that turn the wheels of language. If
you read words such as these out loud, you can almost feel
their physical impact. ‘ o .

1. Consider the following list. Several of these words may already
be a part of your vocabulary, But sometimes we forget to use

them.
(1) pEvasTATE (dev’as tate) .

(2) ‘ENJOIN (en join)

ffort to improve the methods now being used in our schools
_L_ndl colleges. They are trying to effectuate a change.

(5} When you are in a hurry and wish to get service in &
restaurant sometimes a tip will belp to expedite matters.

" (6) You are planning to buy a ‘certain desirable plot on.

vhich to build a factory. Watch out. Your competitor may get
here first and preempt the land, 5

(7) When you want & man ‘to do some certain thing you
isually have to win him over by tact. You rarely can coerce him.

(8) Gambling is rife in your town, Criticism is reaching high
dlaces and reputations are being blackened. The decent busi-

lessmen have determined to extirpate crime.
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(9) f & war is on and the government has asked your factor
to turn over its material to the army, you had better comply 0
they may ¢omsmandeer your products.
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(10) If you are an outsider it is part of wisdom rot to tak
sides in a family dispute. As sure as you do, it will embrosl yoy

III. Can you recall the words and put them into sentencey
This may not be easy to do. And if you can do it without re
ferring to Section II you are an exception. The sentences wi
not appear in the same order as before.

(1) ‘As sure as you take part in that dispute it wille__..__
you. v

(2) Watch out, or some early arrival will p—— . you

favorite chair.

(3) The better element é,mong the sportsmen afé bound ¢t
e~ crookedness from basketball.

(4) It seems that each year a hurricane is fated to d____
the island.

(5) The citizens are dissatisfied with the police force an
wish toef—___ a reform.

®) Ie. .- you to change your ways.

(7) The agitators are trying toi—— g strike,

(8) Tell the waitress you are in a hurry and that w

€ — matters.

(9) In times of war the government will sometimes ¢——
the services of your employees.

(10) You'll never get him to do that disagreeable job unl
you ¢em—. . him. .

Answers: ‘
5—effectuate; 6—enjoin; 7—instigate; 8—expedi
9—commandeer; 10—coerce.

1—emproil; 2—preempt; 3—extirpate; 4—devastsl -
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IV. At this point we are going to ask you to write a synonym
or & synonymous phrase after each of these words, which are
" probably becoming familiar to you. What you write down may
pot be worded in precisely the same fashion as the snswers
below, but you will be able to judge whether your words or
phrases are sufficiently close in meaning to the key words.

(1) devastate . . . . .
(2) enjoin . . . . . . .
(8) instigate . . . . . .
(4) effectuate ., . . .
(5) expedite ... . . .

Verbs of Action

(6) preempt ., . . . . .
(7) coerce .. . . . . . W
(8) extirpate . . . . . .
(9) commandeer . ., . . .
(10) embroil . . . . .-, .

Answers: . 1—lay waste; 2—urge; 3-—goad to action; 4~bring
about; 5—speed up; 6—acquire beforehand; 7—
force; 8—root out; 9—seize for military or public
use;. 10—involve.

V. After the previous and most difficult test it might be restful
to try something entirely different. Can you identify. these 8
new words that end in “ate”? They are not all words of excep-
tional power.

1. resign from a kingship B

2. tell or relate n .

3. clear from suspicion

4. blot out completely o

5. set-apart for a solemn purpose [ S—

6. command with authority v d

7. start & sudden and premature action - p

8. vie with - —
Answers: ‘1—abdicate; 2—narrate; 3—vindicate; 4—obliterate;

'5-—dedica,te ; 6—dictate; 7—precipitate; 8—emulate.

VI Now it will help to keep these 8 words in your mind if you
will try to use them in sentences. The order of the 8 words, of

- course, is changed,
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(1) Letus —____ our lives to serving our country.

(2) We should honor the memory and —
George Washington.

(3) The conqueror will his terms to the defeated enemy.

(4) There are dramatic occasions when 2 king has been forced
to— his throne.

(5) He wasable to ———

(6) The criminal tried to
his crime.

(7) This drastic and unfair law will
(8) He loved to

his honor and good name.

every trace of evidence of

_ riots.
the story of his adventurous life.
1—dedicate; 2—emulate; 3-—dictate; 4-abdicate;

5—vindicate; 6—obliterate; 7—precipitate; 8—nar-
rate.

Answers:

Better review the words in this chapter and in those that
have gone before. And as you read on, pay close attention,
too, to those ahead, since at several points in this book
you are going to be asked aboyt them.

Words are the instruments that
make thought possible.  supp

6. Verbs_That Suggest Violence

WORDS are warm and alive to the fingertips. We humans
invent them, so they inherit all our traits, all our oddities
and ‘quirks, all the good and -evil that we have in us.
There are words of kindness, such as love, mercy, com-
passion, chivalry. And there are words of destructive
force such as those that follow.

v

the virtues of
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Often the meaning of a word becomes clearer if we learn
the history behind it, if we trace it to its origin. Some of the
words that you will find in this book will be strangers,
others mere acquaintances. Why not make them all your
intimate friends? Words are like people: the more you
know about their past lives, the better you will under-
gtand them,

Most of our English words, as we know, come from other
languages, the-majority from the ancient Latin.

Verbs That Suggest Violence

1. What ecan we discover about the 8 violent words given below?

(1) rAcERATE (las'r ate) (5) EXTORT (ex tort’)

(2) ravaee (rav'ij) (8) sapoTack (si'bd tahzh)

(3)’DECIMA’I‘E (des’i mate) (7) iEorarDIZE (jep’urd ize)

I (4) suBvERT (sub vert’) (8) pecaprrate (d& cap’l tate)

(1) raceraTE—The word laceratus appears in Latin and gives
us a valuable English term. It comes from the verb lacero
that means “to tear.” That is, your skin can be torn
roughly by & nail. In similar fashion, your feelings can be
“torn” too, What does a neighbor do when she hurts and
wounds your feelings deeply?

She lacerates them.

(2) ravage—Here we face & more complicated history. Some-
times the words that come down to us from other languages
broaden in their meanings and change in their spellings.
This has happened to the Latin word rapio. This term
first meant simply “to seize’’; then, “to-snatch away by
force”; then, in war, “to plunder.” In French the word
became ravir, and entered our language as ravage. So what
do enemy troops do when they lay waste to a country?

They ravage it.

(3) pEciMaTE—If there was a mutiny in a Roman army, it was
the standard punishment to take one out of every ten
soldiers and put him to death. In Latin decem meant ‘‘ten,”
and decimo, "> take a tenth,” which is what they did
when they punished the boys. This bred the word decs-
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matus, which is very close to the English word that we are
considering. So what does an army do to the forces of the
enemy when it destroys a large part of them?

It decsmates them.

(4) suBvERT—A% this point we come to & word that we took
over almost bodily from the Latin term subverto, “over-
throw.” This parent word breaks up into the Latin parts,
sub, “under,” and verts, “to turn.” When revolutionists
“turn under” the institutions of a country, when they
overthrow and destroy its political structure, what do
they do to that nation?

They subvert it,

(6) mxTorT—Here again we are considering an English word
taken, almost letter for letter, from the classics. In Latin
-extortus meant “twisted out,” and so “wrested away,”
usually by force. How do the police under a dictatorship
“twist out” or gain a confession from a prisoner?

They extort the confession.

{6) saBoraeeE—The French word sabot means the wooden shoe
or shoes bought by the peasants who couldn’t afford leather
ones. The French turned sabot into the verb saboter, which
means “to do work badly” or “to destroy a plant or
machinery wilfully so as to win a strike.” Why this
meaning grew out of the word for “shoe’”’ we don’t know,
In similar circumstances what do we say that our American
workers do to their employer’s property?

They sabotage it.

(7) seoparpIZE—In Old French the words Jjew parts meant, in
the field of sports, “game divided”—that is, an even or
equally divided game. When a game is even, each player
feels that he is in danger of losing, and for this reason the
words jeu parts also grew to mean ‘“uncertainty,” and
finally these words became jeopardy and jeopardize in
English, and the English word grew stronger with the
years. Now when soldiers enter a dangerous battle

They jeopardsze their lives.

(8) pEcAPITATE—In Latin the word decapito splits into de, “‘off,”

1
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| and caput, “head,” or “off with his head.” In China what

do the executioners usually do to their wictim?
They decapitate him,

11. You have met 8 words and some of them may possibly be
new to you. Here is a little test that may help to fix them in
your mind. Each word or phrase in the second column appli?s
to one particular word in the first column. See if you can pair
them off, Refer back as little as possible to Section I,

1. lacerate a. to overthrow

9, 1avage b. to chop someone’s head off

3. decimate ¢. to damage an employer's plant

4. subvert d. to tear roughly

5. extort e. to kill & large part of the enemy

6. decapitate f. to place in danger

7. jeopardize g. to lay waste or destroy

8, sabotage h. to obtain from a person by violence

Answers: 1—d; 2—¢; 3—e; 4—a; 5—h; 6—b; T—f: 8—.

II1. Now to turn this around another way. Each of the following
sentences identifies & word in the above list. The order of the
words is changed. Try to fill in the blank space with the word
that will give sense to the sentence. The tense of the verb may
be changed, as subvert to subverts or subverted. You are helped
with telltale initial letters.

(1). The racketeer, at the point of & gun, e~ money from

his victim.
(2) The strikers were bitter and s

(3) Attila, the Hun, r—_ the villages as he marched
through with his destroying hordes.

.the factory.

'(4) In Old England the executioners often d——_____ g eriminal,

(6) The slaughter was great as the defenders d— . the
invaders.

{6) Mountain climbers continually j.—_..___ their lives,
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(7) The rough edges of sarcasm are apt tol_______ the feeling
of a sensitiye person.

(8) The communists plan tos________ the government,

Answers: 1-—extorted; 2—sabotaged; 3—ravag§d; 4—decay
: tated; 5—decimated; 6—jeopardize; 7—lacerate; 8~
subvert,.

IV. One good way to build a voeabulary is to change words ¢
other parts of speech. Can you transfer these verbs into the
noun forms? Two of them do not change at all.

(1) lacerate (5) extort

(2) ravage (6) decapitate
(3) decimate (7) jeopardize
(4) subvert (8) sabotage

Answers:  1—laceration; 2—ravage; 3—decimation; 4—subve
sion; 5—extortion 6—decapitation; 7—jeopardy; &
sabotage. .

V. Cover the foregoing list with your hand or with a piece |
paper and see how many of these eight words you can recs

1
B AU
.d

8 —_—

® o o

B o
© N> e

Now check your results against Section IV. If you trippe

up on two or three of them don’t worry. It all takes tim

Before you end the chapter, review the words in Sectic-

I. Then look away from the page and see how many yo
can remember and say out loud with their proper px(
nunciations. :

" neéither bludgeon nor cajole a person into accepting this truth

- meaning to strangle or throttle in order to rob ;
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Garrotte, glutied, and_writhe are three other violent terms, garrot

filled to excess, as, "They were gluited with victory”’; and writhe
of course, meaning to twist and contort,

Here is an amusing and provocative gide light on words.
have found if you wish to_give vocabulary tests to others
you will soon discover that mosgt people are loath t

“expose themselves to the challenge. They seem to gues

through you are going t
know a little too much about their intellectual level. An
they are right, for vocabulary is a telltale of I.Q.

But however eager you are to improve your vocabulary
don’t hurry too much about adding to your word supply
If you make hard work of it you may tire of it and i
might be just as well to quit for a while when it stops being
fun. ' Co

Of course this all depends on your type of mind. You
may be the tireless student who enjoys setting himself or
herselfl a difficult chore. But on the whole, it is best to

" pick up this work much as a woman does her knitting.
If you will do this regularly for ‘a few minutes

each day
you will accomplish wonders. T

Most men paint, fish.or collect ‘
- stamps.. My hobk\)y is the dictio- _
- nary. ) ASHURST

~7. Verbs for Everyday Use

THE OLD-FASHIONED method of building a {rbcabli—
lary was by rote. The spelling and the pronunciation of a

VL. There are other verbs of action that can be included in th 2€W word were taught, the dxctlo_na.ry definition was

group, verbs that are. filled with dynamite. There is bludgen
for instance, that means to strike with a short club or, figur
tively, to use violent arguments or criticisms, as, “You ca

given, and the pupil was then asked to commit these items

to memory by repstition. _




40 Six Weeks to Words of Power

This plan is not without its value. Memqnzglg and
repetition must be a part of the scheme, but if these are
used alone the words are apt to be soon fqrgotten. bod i

In this book, as far as possﬂ'ole, the mdqect metkod tlg
" being used. When a new word is met you will be ashe .
gome extent to guess at its meaning. Gradually the sig-

nificance of the new term will dawn on you, and when you
approach it this way the chances that it will stay.wlth
you are much greater. And from then .on you will be

in your daily \reading;

1. ic words in this-chapter are going to be introduced to you
first in sentences. Read them out loud in their cor.ltext and see
"if you don’t get at least a glimmer of the meanings. of thqse
that are unfamiliar to you. :
(1) They aver (i vur’) that they have been faithful and have
carried out the orders. .

to the greed of the people.

(3) He is beset (be set’) on every side with trogble.

(4) A judge will often adjure (& jo0r") the prisoner to lead a
better life. ‘ :

(5) Years of failure began to toughen him and énure (in yoor”
him to disappointment.

(6) Look out or she will’uée her charmg to fnveigle (in va‘g’l)
you into marriage a'gainsf, your will. / v

(7) They have honest-appearing faces but their actions belie
* (be lie?) their looks. : ‘ . : ‘

@8y ft was an awesome sight to watch Vesuvius disgorge
(dis gorj’) its smeke and molten lava.

(9) The reportérs planned to accost (& cost’). the Senator as
soon as he came out of the White House.

in the light.

surprised how often you will come upon these same words

{2) In order to gain ,vot;és the politicians pander (pan’dur)

(10) It was beautiful to ’see the diamond coruscate (kor’us kate)
; - _ ,
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(11) Your food is éo hearty that if I eat any more it will satiate ‘ ‘
(say’shi ate) me. . ‘

(12) He was only suspected of tax fraud but this new evidence
will surely sncréminale (in krim’i nate) him.

IL. Some of these words were probably old friends of yours to
begin with. Others were mere acquaintances: A few, perhaps,
complete strangers. But by the time you finish this chapter they
should all be a part of your working voeabulary. )
"~ We will try these words from another angle. ,

Listed below are the twelve words you have just covered.
‘After each word are four choices lettered A, B, C, and D. It is
your job to check that one of the four lettered words or phrases
you believe to be nearest in meansng to the key word. Three
of each of the four choices are wrong. One is correct. It will
belp you if you refer to Section I.

1) AVER—A: to deny. B: to assért: C: to lie. D: to delay.

- (2) PANDER—A: to beg. B: to minister to the passions of others

for profit. C: to mumble incoherently. D: to hate and
loathe. S ‘

"(3) BESET—A: to ‘be stubborn. B: to conquer. C: f;o be bothéfed
and harassed. D: to guarantee.

@ ADJU\REfA: to swear to. B: to detest. C: to bring to an .
i end. D: to entreat earnestly.

(5) WURE—A: to harden. B: to flatter. C: to grow fat. D: to
demand. o

(6) INVEIGLE—A: to act the fool. B: to entice. C: to tell an
untruth. D: to surrender. . :

)] ‘iaELIE——'A: to recline. B: to wheedle. C: to trust. D: to
prove false. . ’

8 ‘BISGORGE—A:- to grow fat. B: to abhor. C: to eject. D: to
confess. : )

g?f ACCOST—A: to speak to first. B: to pay for. C: to insult.
“ Dt to strike.
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(iO) CORU‘SCATE——A:‘tO dance. B: to gety rusty. C: to shout,

= D: to sparkle.

(11) saTiaTE—A: to be gracious. B:to gratify beyond the natural

. desire, C: to waver or beé uncertain. D: to be hungry.

(12) mcnmmATE—A: to overcome. B: to treébt unfairly., C: to

injure purposely. D: to involve criminally. R

1—B: 2—B; 3—C; 4—D; 5—A; 6—B; 7—D; 8—C;
9—A; 10—D; 11—B; 12—D.

' TIL The meaningé of the words that have been indicated are

correct but somewhat._limi,ted in scope. qut Wo_xfds have a
variety of meanings, and the more meanings you know the more
valuable the words become to you. We will now cover the above

- words again in a more expansive way. ‘-

) AVER: To declare pOsitively\; to assert formally; to affirm
' confidently from positive knowledge as “I aver that my

motives are sincere,” .

(2) ranpER: To minister to thek passions and prejudices -of.

others, usually for personal profit, as “The religious |

_charlatan ‘panders‘ to the fears of the ‘people.”’ .

(3) BESET: Harassed ; - embarrassed; attacked on all sidés; ,
hemmed in; encompassed, as “Millions in India are beset

" by starvation and abject poverty.”

(4) ansure: To earnestly -entreat; to urge; to appeal to, to-

solemnly command, as ‘“We adjure you not to criticize
our actions until you hear our side of the story.”

(5) mors: To harden or toughen; to become habituated or

accustomed to, as “The inhabitants of the arctic are

snured to cold.”

'(65 ‘mvvereLe: To beguile; to wheedle; to persuade by ,deception'.},_' “He i
or flattery, as “The agent inveigled his -client int6 an.

unwise investment.” '

(7) sELiE: To give the lie to; to show to be wrong; to. mis-" -
represent, as “His brave front belied his-cowardly b 2

¢ pain. “Heisi

r__ — P —— - T N S -
|
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. (8) m1s@oram: To eject or to vomit, as ,a' voleano that disgorges

molten lava; also a . .
. gambler .
» his ill-gotten gains. ebler may be forced »to disgor:

9) Acac((i);T: To come up and speak to ﬁrgtﬁ; to.approach and
address with a remark, as “He was a friendl m h )
" Was apt to accost any stranger,” i W

- (10) corwscate: To give ot 5 of ligh ‘
1 oo, dowag » f01.11'. sparkles of hgl'lt; to flash or glitte
ager glrly,_ coruscated with jewels,”

(11), SA(’;‘IA:I‘Ei To ﬁu to repletibn ; to satisfy beyondi the natur:
. desire; to disgust and weary with too much, as “Th
little boy became satigted with sweets.” - ’

(12),AINCR.IMIN1_1-TE: To .connect with erime or tdch#rge wit.
erime; to show to be ghilty, as “He refused to answe

r

as he claimed it might sncréminate him:”
i IV. Now let’s rétﬁrh to the 1 at :
I} -to the 12 words that we. star

0 Cere ) t i
;:}};aptffer with. Are you familiar enough with them :oé:,ig:lhl
8 em from the degcx:;ptlons given below? Incidentally, th il
! ,t };presznted in & different order. Each phrase refer};’ e
L refe::;); sb);o: havg had. Try to complete the assignment withou
‘ yoﬁ Sogn‘1 eticm et;otiﬁle otl}gr Sections. The initial letters will help
‘ . times the words will i ifferent for
el belis, blicd, or belging. L erent form, as

1 He ha«s Suﬁ eled SVO 10, 1) thab h‘e ha:s becom: ‘e used tO
: . (2) He haS eabell SO nluch f()()d thab he feels S tuﬁed and

1 uncomfortable. “Heis s with food.”
' (8) He wheedled the man into buvine | o
an into buying, th

—— the man into. buying.” 1g, the worthless stock.
| (4) He was investigated and his crime was disciverad
. evidence was i;_ifit’ed gnd his erime was discovered. “The
o (5)- He gained 'hié offic . S
‘ 5% e by making promises -
ttﬁ the greed of the people. “He p ED m;ie'st}fhat- aI?Pe.a;le‘dr
© the people.” - ‘ e passions of
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(6) They run the scales on the piano.

" (7) These colors will run.
(8) He plans to run for office.
(9) He knows how to run 2 business.

'(10) There was a run 0B the bank.

All of this proves that we are still poor in speech if we

know only one meaning of a word. Not every word ham.s
more than one meaning. But most of them have, and if

these meanings are known to us thls knowledge will

bring us power.
Increasing your
doing, means mental growth. Every term that you add to

your word supply opens a new door in your mind for
ideas to enter. ) '

‘There are those who still think that words are largely

literary tools for professional writers. As & matter ot: true
fact, word study is a very practical, hardheaded business
since a wide vocabulary and worldly success go hand in
hand. New words bring new friends, new interests, new
power. They are so intimately tied up with success tha
we often speak of the two as though they were one an(
the same thing. :

FIRST INTER_MISSION

knowledge of words, as you are now

Stdrjes behind Words

DO YOU really want to add to your word supply? You
must, or you wouldn’t have sought out this book in the
first place. And if you were not serious you would never
have persisted up to the present point. S

Then if you are earnest in your intent, try to become
inordinately curious about words. Even develop a self-
conscious interest in them for a while.

It’s too bad that we learn to read when we are so young.

It makes us take words for granted. And yet words are

. exciting little things and fairly wriggling with life. Let’s

pick up one, turn it over, and examine it. -

Here is the word love, for instance. What is love? How
would you define it? Is it the strange black hieroglyphics
printed ‘'on this page? Or is it an emotion? Is it rather a
“noun” as the grammar teachers tell us? Is it something

‘T have just said? The sound that hits your ears? An idea-

in my mind? In your mind? In many minds? Is love really
a '‘word”? Or just a meaning?

Yes, we forget that there is nothing so filled with mys-
tery as a word. We are apt to think that words just happen

47
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48 Six Weeks to Words of Power A "n you, of course, know the word maudlin. It now
ai , 7.
like Topsy _in Uncle Tom_’s Cab?'n. And yet each one has a a,pplfes I’nosf, often to tl.;ose women who cry easily at the
romantic history behind it of birth, of life, and sometimes movies—or over & sentimental play or book or any other
even of death. If we follow that history far enough we will lightly sad occasion. Such women boil at a low tpmpera—
usually discover that a poetic picture lies behind that qure. The history of this word explains its meaning.
word somewhere in the past. If you will search for these " phe term maUDLIN goes back to the Mary Magdalene of
pictures the study of words becomes an enthralling and Bible fame who was freed of the seven devils by. Jesus.
most important adventure, and you will find your vo- [n religious art Mary Magdalene was usually pictured
Cagﬁﬁiy gro{;wing a.p?ce. F i d histories? Th : b sy clagsical painters with eyes swollen and red from weep-
we trace a few of these word histories? Though 1 for her sins. ;
some of them may read like fiction, they are still true. gLittle by little the pronunciation cha,nged from Ma'g-_
‘ s '“ lalene, by way of the O!d Frialnch lgéﬁelams, to ?}?u(Zﬁg,
Have you ever heard a girl friend remark: “My dear, I nd gradually the meaning changed too and, 1n the end,
ran acrogss her yesterday and she was wearing the most vas applied to those who shed tears over little or nothing.

tawdry outfit I bave ever seen?”

Of course, the catty word {awdry meant that the poor
victim had on a dress, hat, and such that were showy and
gaudy. They were without either taste or elegance.

All right. Where did this word TAWDRY come from?

During the seventh century in England there lived a ‘

pious young girl whose Saxon name was Aethelthryth.
As she grew older Aethelthryth heard the call of religion.
As the the wife of the King of Northumberland, she
founded a famous monastery at Ely and later became its
abbess. ' : '

This holy woman had had one vanity in her childhood.
* She had loved beautiful necklaces and would borrow them
and try them on secretly before the looking glasses of that
day. In later life Aethelthryth was stricken with a throat
disease, probably cancer, and she blamed her sickness on
her one worldly vanity. ' '

After her death the abbess became known as Saint
Audrey shortened from her Latin name Etheldreda.
- Centuries later the 17th of October, her birthday, came
to be celebrated by a fair where vanity scarves -called
“St. Audrey’s laces” were sold. And as time went on the
scarves were produced in quantity and became cheap in
quality. ‘ T - : ~

The local yokels clipped “St. Audrey’s laces” to “taw-
dry laces.” In our modern word tawdry the initial letter
‘¢ is all that is now left of the poor saint! :

~ Thus the spelling and pronunciation of MAUDLIN
‘mawdlin) are not too strange. The present college in
)xford University in England that we Americans would
all “Magdalene” (mag'dd lin) from its spelling. is
yronounced ‘“Maudlin” College by the British. - ‘

~And once again would it surprise you to know that
lamour and grammar were, at the beginning, one and the
ame word? That the “glamour” girl of today was named

fter the dull Latin “grammar” you used to thumb your-

7ay through in.school? o
We will trace it back to its beginning.

All through the ages there has been a mystery attached
b words. The ancient Egyptian priests kept the art of

_eading and writing as a secret of the temple. It 'gave them

ower. The people around them looked upon these skills
ith. superstitious awe. Even in -eighteenth-century
ngland illiteracy was common-and the ability to read
nd write was regarded with a fishy eye. In the minds of
1e peasants this tricky knowledge was tied up to black
\agic. -

I%l those early days Latin was' the language of the cul-
‘wed few. The intellectuals conversed and wrote social
tters to each other in that dead tongue. But the masses
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50 " Six Weeks to Words of Power R ':those roads JO’ined in Roman days the.women would meet
: on the way -to market. the unlike the girls of today,
thought that this knowledge of Latin and Latm grammalthey would stop and gossip and talk of #rivial things!
~had somethmg to do with the devil himself. “ .. % Yes, this language of ours is full of excltement and -
- As the years went by the letter ‘“r”’ in the mysterlourbeauty It is the richést and proudest language in history.
word grammar changed to “l,” as “r” often does in th(;n the year 1789 a wise Frenchman prophesied that English
- mautations of language. Other modlﬁca,txons crept in and awould one day become the universal language How rlght .
new word glamour was born that carried with it some Ohe was. ;
the scary and mystic overtones that people attached % Two thirds of the World’s correspondence is now wrltten
the word grammar. For the word GLAMOUR at its’ birthy English. One half of the world’s newspapers are prinfed -
meant “magic,” a “spell or charm.” Now the meaning haj it. Three quarters of the world’s broadcasts are delivered
been modified and the Hollywood starlet who has glamou{n English, And this language with -all its imagmatlon .
casts & spell over men mstead of over Latin grammarFemblhty, and daring is ours almost for the asking. d
. Let’s make a small daily program so that we will be-
Let’s flash these word pictures more swiftly on thgome masters of our native speech. It is the most dis-
screen. There is, for example, that: gay carnival, ]ushngulshed badge of culture: we can wear. And lt Wlll be
preceding Lent, you may have gone. to in New Orleanspower at our tongue s end.
The word CARNIVAL eventually traces back to the Lat; - ,
Latin” carnelevarmm, from caro, “flesh,” and levo, “& -
take away.” The revel is over, the. lean fast days hav;.
come, and there is-no more meat-eating for a while. © .
' When you say that 4 man looks: CRESTFALLEN you arg« Lo
talking about a rooster who has lost a cockﬁght and whosi: "
* “crest’” is really “fallen.” Then there is the PRECOCIOU: .. o . -
"~ child, and precocious, in Latin, means “baked ahead ¢ o o S
“time,” ®o, if you.don’t hke the ch11d you. can call hir; - : " '
. “half baked”! :
" Suppose you were to speak of a'manas puny You Woulﬁ o
. mean that he was slight and inferior. Well, PuNY is
modification of the French word puis, which means “after,” : §
and né, which means “born,” and if you pronounce they -~ S
.words in the French way they sound like our puny. S o
if you are puisné and puny you look as insignificant an; - '
helpless as you did right after you were born.. =~ &
' And there is that gossamerlike dress that the women' Wea,:
~ that is made of a very thin gauzelike fabric. The. wort'
" @OoSSAMER comes from the Middle English guss—sommer, A
November season in Old England called ¢ goose summer’
“when they . plucked the geese and the air was full o"
feathers., . ; ;
" And then there is the word TRIVIAL, almost chrectl" s
- from the Latin i va, or ‘‘three roads.” You"see, wh "t e

T
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(3) In the very olden and superstitious days certain rites were
performed- to cast out evil spirits. They were ezorcised.
Now we use this word in many another fashion. We
hope, for instance, to devise plans that will banish war.
The spirit of war must be exorcised.

(4) You can, of course, recall more than one oceasion in your

life when you have been completely absorbed in some-
ing o great mterest. We will say that it was an exciting ,
‘novel filled with -suspense. You were so intent on your
reading that the whole world around you was shut out.
You didn’t even notice that a friend of yours had entered
the room.
You were too engrossed.

(5) Here is a habit that probably isn’t limited to old age, but
it is' more apt to be a practice of the old rather than of
the young. You have sometimes heard an elderly gentle-
man grumbling and mumbling and muttering incoher-

ently about something.
He was maundering.

(6) The word spawn applies to the eggs of fish, especially when
they are extruded in masses. But it is often used deri-
sively and contemptuously in other ways. What hag a ,
degraded neighborhood often done? '

It has spawned criminals.

(7) Men of distinction are usually men of energy and drive,
They are often moved to seek high position or great
power, and they are driven by a strong desire for fame

\ or honor, . T e

They are actuated by ambition,

(8) /Al normal human beings court the esteem of other people.
-« Part of the punishment of an -evildoer is that he forfeits
the respect of his fellowmen. What happens, for ingtance, -
to those-in high office who are convieted of graft? What
does public spinion do to them? Tt -holds them up to’
scorn and ridicule:., ' -
psllories these agents of (%rime. :
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(9) Dictator nations are not usually content merely to win a2
war. They want not only to conguer and subdue the
other people. It is usually their ambition to make the

_ inhabitants of the defeated nation subservient and to
reduce them almost to slavery. .
They wish to subjugate the people.

(10) You are the prime minister of a great country. You want

" to convince the other nations that you do not desire -

‘war, You realize that your statement to this effect must
be an emphatic one. So you decide to make a positive
declaration of your wish for quiet, order, and security.
You speak earnestly and solemnly. ' :

You asseverate ypurpeacefu'l intentions.

T1) She is a snobbish type. She has received an invitation from
,f people who she believes are her social inferiors. Whenever

- che has met them she has patronized them and treated

them with lofty condescension. But she finally decides
that it won’t hurt her socially to go to the party.
" She deigns to accept the invitation. o

(12) The general has given orders for a dawn attack. But during

_the night he receives the news that the enemy has vast -

‘reinforcements-on the way. To attack at the moment
would be hazardous. What must he do to his original
orders? 7 ‘ :

" He must countermand them.

(13) When an enemy invades the - cities of another nétion, it

takes over certain buildings for its own use. What does
it do? ’
It expropriates the buildings.

(14) Some people do not believe in-a college education. They
undervalue it and speak slightingly about it.
They disparage it. . ' .
; ‘

(15) You are enraged at someone who has done you a grave

\ injustice. You heap reproof on him. You scold him, rail
gt him, and chide him severely. :

You berate bim. :
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(16) They are a small but dangerous group who are intent on
fﬁttmg into power. They know that the only wdy that
ey can overthrow the government is by stirrin h
_masses, They are rabble-rousers B up the
They tncite revolution, '

II. The pronunciations of
these words are not v i
ery diffi

]llloukhave probab%y already called' them off correct?;y IPI‘:;M.
z :c ﬁlilrourself against this list. Before you do so howev.er whs ;
ygur mgnx('ievigvlv the 16 words and get their me,anings ﬁx,ed ii

. Then, as you
b vl 15 o you pronounce each word out loud, try

(1 NON —
) PLUSED—non plust’ (11) »ErGNs—danes

(2) EvLoaIzED—yU'l5 i
’ 1ZEp—yu’lo jized (12) couNTERMAND—

kownt ur mand’

(3) Exorcisep—eks’or si
ks or sized (13) EXPROPRIATES—

ex pro’pri ates

(4) ENGROSSED ost’
—en grost (14) prsparaGE—dis pir'ij

(5) MAUNDERING—mawn’dur ing  (15) BERATE—be rate’

(6) sPAWNED—spawnd (16) INcITE—in site’
(7) AcruaTED—ak’chds ate id

(8) PILLORIES—Dil’ 15 187

(9) suBsUGATE—Ssub’joo gate

(10) ASSEVERATE—3 sev’ur ate

II1. Now for the definitions. ‘ -

(1) NonpLUSEBR: Discon
: certed; taken aback:
tal standstill; puzzled; in a quand:r(;lr{ $ rovght to & men-

( ) E
2 ULOGIZED: IIa]Sed hl hl N Spoken m pla,l e ()1 he 1 ‘e an
£ Yy S t 1 d

3 v
(3) ExoRcIsED: Cast out as something evil expelled by prayer

(4) ENGROSSED: Absorbed; completely oceupied
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(5) MauNPERING: Grumbling; murmuring incoberently; mut-
tering.

(6) spawnep: Generated or produced offspring; brought forth
abundantly.

(7) actuaTep: Incited to action; impelled; influenced.
/,«“(/é) prrories: Holds up to scorn; ridicules; abuses.
(9) sussuearE: Conquer; subdue; make subservient; enslave.

(10) ASSEVERATE: Assert emphatically; affirm positively; state
solemnly; declare earnestly and positively.

(11) pmians: Condescends; stoops patronizingly; thinks some-
thing worthy of some notice.

" (12) counTERMAND: Recall by a contrary order; cancel; revoke
a previous order or command.

(13) exprorriaTES: Takes from a private owner for public use;
takes away from an individual for use by the state.

(14) mIsparAGE: Speak slightingly; undervalue. Another word
somewhat stronger than disparage i3 PENIGRATE (den’i
grate), which means to make an attack on the reputation
of someone in order to defame hir and blacken his name.
We find still another unpleasant word in mMpoGN (im pln’),
which means to challenge or gainsay. When you smpugn
a man’s motives you question them.

(i5) meraTE: To scold severely; to rail at; to use insolent lan-
guage; to give vent to noisy reproach.

(16) mncrre: Stir up; instigate; arouse; stimulate. Another word
with & similar meaning is mapEL (im pel’). This means to
drive or urge forward; to encourage or excite o action;
to push or force forward. Ambition, for instance, will
§mpel you to put forth greater effort.

AV. Will you be able now to fit each of the 16 words into its
proper sentence? Try anyhow. The exercise is valuable and any
mistakes will be a challenge. The initial letters of the words are
offered as an aid. The order of the words has been changed.

v

I T
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(1) He disli .
him a glancel.s tked the man and didn’t even d

.(2) We heard him a
actions belied his words.

to give

his good intentioxs but his

3) M.
(8) Men and women can only work together effectively if

they are s, i
ol by & desire to contribute to the eommon

4 3 . - .
him( t)o ';;he s1§uatxon had completely reversed itself and forced
the orders he had given in the morning

(5) Ihe anglv woman St()o Wl“l a e
d
tO_ b ]ll]l[ [[ke a ﬁsthfe Ims aklmbo and smrt d

(6) I tried. to understand .
man was m in his bea:rilfat he was saying but the old

(7) This one ob
of obscene books,

jectionable volume hag S— __a progeny

8 . .. .
(8) Public opinion will P— these agents of crime.

(9) Thae enem
Y plans to e :
dents and use them for his own purpoé;ets;he houses of many resi-

(10) 'The will to war ¢
annot
and declarationg, otbee

by mere resolutions

(11) He sat cqmpletely e in the problem

(12) Th Pai _
lifetime. omas Paine was both reviled and e

in his

(13) It may be hard in th
million people, i the end to o

and exploit 400

(14) They were dumbfounded and n
women were not in the habit of flying into

(15) When you i
brotherhood.

for strange
this airport.

race hatred You do not further

(16) You will di .
ffcrt 3' u will discourage him if you continually d

~———— his
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Amnswers: - 1—deign; 9 _asseverate; 3—actuated; 4—counter-
mand; 5—berate; 6—maundering; 7—spawned; 8—
pillory; 9—expropriate; 10—exorcised; 11—en-
grossed; 12—eulogized; 13—subjugate; 14—non-
plused; 15—ineite; 16—disparage.

help to freshen up the battered,
stale, trite phrases that most of us use over and over until
they are almost without meaning. And it is well to keep
in mind that movies, radio broadcasts, magazines, news-
papers, books, and even advertisements can help you
build your vocabulary. Watch or listen for the effective

~ word and add it to your arsenal.

Such words as these will

Words are the soul’s ambassadors.
HOWELL

9. Verbs of Deep Emotion

WE ARE APT to become s0 used to words that we take
them for granted. We accept these little mysterious black
and white hieroglyphs that appear on a printed page a5 8
matter of course. We forget that each word is alive and
filled with black magie. Try and look at all the words
that you read with fresh eyes, as though you had never

seen them before.
I. Once again the romantic history behind these words will help
us. We'll discuss their biographies one by one.

; (1) FuLMiNaTE—Here we have an English word based on the

Latin term fulminatus, from
and thunder.” So when a reformer fulminafes from the

pulpit, he is lightening and thundering against wickedness
of some sort. He is issuing a threat againsf some variety

© of sin or crime.

fulmino mcaning “to lighten .

. Verbs of Deep Emotion 59

9 ! .
(2 Em]{l t}ns case the first syllable, en-, means “in »
is from an Old English ¢ '

[ i ({3 b2 ) 3 . word tha
serf” or a “slave.” This term has weakenej v?xetin:ha
z:a:éh as some do, and now a girl can be “held in thrall 5
o el :alledShe, ct;i z;) :1311 gr an opera or a beautiful scen;
X ca i K
ity ptivated or faseinated or charmed

3) m;?:;f;s?xng politieal ca:mpaigns we are subjected to
fhe orator ;?W’ a curious word taken over in Old
Prench | Em a. ra.nlnsh word related to Old High German
and O1d llllghsh }mng,_ the “ring” of people who stood
arou tirq ear a public address. Nowadays a karar
» e tiresome and bombastic oration we someti o

stt around and lsten to. mes have

(4) accrami—An English word that is ve 3

n : .
:Zﬁ;oraa;c:amo, wl‘lich meant “to 1;:yry x.?%egazg
_ ro we “ery out” ise.
appl.a.use. We acclasm r'(:j,he chan?;g; }:r(:‘cl:o: meraIs'e:a?d
noisily as such. - We hail bim

5) ABOfMtI}l;IizTE—-TO the Greeks and Romans omens were si
gr o tg;s to come, and in this sorry world of ours we of%:;
e futl{re. It seems ominous to us, and this wsefi

:})ord-a]so denvcfs from the Latin term :)ﬂwn Wh:::e \:I
forozz:a::oa;yﬂ;mg we a‘lze almost using a Latin phra.see
o the w rd is from ab,_ away,” and omen, “omen.” Wé
h 81,1, _ loathe abominable thirigs. They are of evil

omen,” and we want them to stay “away” frgm ens

6) ap —

(6) sr;r;:ﬁ wZVh::dyou .adul-ate;a person you flatter him in a
servile T}\rh L;n:axse him in a sickening and extravagant
fashio > e Latin teru_x adulor gave us our word. I

to fawn and cringe beforé someone” as a ;ioc
o

might do. ‘; 5’1

7) ExP — i V ‘
) ygsTg:A::t :If)pa fnen(i of yours is doing something that
rove of, you expastulate with hi
reason earnestly with him agai i i e Lo
gainst his actions. Th i
parent of our word i i A
poaA rd is ezpostulo which means “to demand
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(8) oBsEssEp—When you are obsessed by an idea you are
baunted by it. Let’s say you are obsessed by a desire for
money. This would mean that you have a fixed ides on
this subject and an unhealthy one. Money is your obsesston.
The Latin word obsessus gives us a hint of the meaning
since it comes from obsideo, which means “to sit before”

or “to lay siege to.”

II. You now at least have a speaking acquaintance with such
of these 8 words as may have been unknown to you before.
Perhaps it would be best if you would review them before you
take the following_test. You will remember from previous tests
that you are to select that one of the lettered phrases that you
believe to be nearest in meaning to the key word.

(1) rorMiNaTe (ful’'mi nate)—A: to fuss. B: to thunder. C: to
fumble. D: to bubble. '

(2) ENTHRALL (en thrawl’)—A: to tremble. B: to grow strong.
C: to become great. D: to fascinate.

(3) BARANGUE (hd rang’)—A: to exhaust. B: to praise. C: to
make a long, pompous speech, D: to find fault with.

(4) accram (a clame’)—A: to speak to first. B: to demand as
one’s own right. C: to criticize. D: to shout applause.

(5) aBomiNATE (i bom'i nate)—A: to damage. B: to loathe.
C: to launch an attack against. D: to overwhelm.

(6) ApuLATE (ad'iilate)—A: to mix up. B: to excite. C: to
straighten out, D: to flatter in a servile way.

(7) EXPOSTULATE (ex pds’choo late)—A: to shout. B: to exclude.
" C: to protest earnestly. D: to strike.

(8) oBsEssE® (ob sest’)—A: harassed by a fixed idea. B: enraged.

C: made stubborn. D: beaten.
7/

Answers: 1—B; 2—D; 3—C; 4—D; 5—B; 6—D; 7——0;% 8—A.

III. We all have two vocabularies. The first is our “recognition”

vocabulary. This really could be called our reading and listening

vocabulary. When we see or hear the word we know its meaning.
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The second is our working vocabulary, the one that we use when

we speak or v.vnte. ‘In such a case we have to recall the word

be;gre we use it. This latter power, of course, is most important
ow many of the foregoing 8 words ean vill
‘ ] you recall? The

be presented in a different order. y vl

1. protest earnestly. ex
2. loathe 4 ab
3. make a pompous speech h
4. shout applause ae
5. thunder f
6. flatter ad
7. fascinate en____
8. harassed by a fixed idea o

Answers: 1—'expostulate; 2—abominate; 8—harangue; 4—ac-
claim; 5—fulminate; ,6—adulate; 7—enthrall: 8—
obsessed. ‘ ,

IY. We will tum:{ the words around once again. The trick is to
tie the phrases in column 1 to the proper verb in eolumn 2.

1. They shout noisy and sincere applause, a. enthrall

2. They thunder forth in speech and writing, b. fulminate

3. They make a long-winded oration, acclaim

c.
4. They are haunted by one idea. d. obsessed
5. They fascinate.
6. They loathe,
7. They flatter in a servile way.,

harangue

e.
J. adulate
g. expostulate
h.

8. They protest earnestly. abominate

Answers:  1—¢; 2-b; 3—e; 4—d; 5—a; 6—h: T—f; 8—y.

™
v
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V. The following exercise may be a little difficult if you are still
unsure of some of the words. These 8 verbs will be used in
different forms, as abominate, abominates, abomsnated, abomi-
nating, or even in the noun form, abomsnation. To fill in the
spaces with the proper words will test your skill and versatility.
Refer back to the other sections if you wish. ‘

(1) He was an avaricious fellow, and he was morbidly
" with the determination to make money.

(2) The audience went to sleep with boredom while listening
to the orator’s long :

(3) He grew tired of her flattery and her slavelike

(4) The candidate was nominated in the convention by

(5) To the decent citizens of a town vice and crime are an

.

(6) She would continually

with her son about his

conduct.

(D) It was awesome to watch the storm in apparent
anger.

(8) She was completely — _ by the beauty of the musie.

Answers: 1—obsessed; 2—harangue; 3—adulatioh ; 4—acclaim;
5—abomination; 6—expostulate; 7—fulminate; 8—
enthralled. '

VI. Here are the 8 words you started with. Read them aloud
and then refer to Section II and check your pronunciation. Then
Jook away from the page and see how many you can recall. As
you repeat them, see whether you are reasonably sure of their
n/leanings. ' ‘

i. enthrall 5. harangue

2. fulminate 6. adulate _

3. acclaim 7. expostulate i
' 4. obsessed !

8. abominate :
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There are so many ways of adding to yo

Your most casual conversation cai vbeya unl;av:g;g)l?sov;?(li‘.
The words that you have already learned may prove to b .
helpful substitutes for those few favorite words of .
that you may be overworking, yours

Words are the voice of the heart.
CONFUCIUS

10. A Miscellany of Verbs

Ig‘ IS ?ARD to overemphasize the importance of the
power o v&rords. .As a matter of fact it is almost impossib]
to emphasize this power enough, °

You may have a brilliant id
| Y ' ea. One that could revolu-
;}xon}z.‘ze 4 w}.mle industry. You probably need ﬁnancis,l
.ﬂa.c nrlxlg for it. But. unless you can explain this idea in a
way that can convince your potential angel of its value
»

your idea will be a failure. At th i
what woud 10 sy e e least others will know

L. Here is 2 small ‘
group of words that .
part of your vocabulary. can be made an active

(1) ARRAIGNEP—4 raind’
(2) avowep—i vowd’ ‘ T
(3) pESECRATED—des’s krat ed
(4) pisruprED—dis rupt'ed
(5) poMiNsTE—dom’i nate
(6) EMASCULATED~—e mas'kii It ed
(7) MoLer—mulkt

{8) BOOURGE—~-skar]
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IL. See if these sentences will give you & hint as to the meanings

of the words you don’t happen to know. They may, however,

all be familiar to you.

(1) “Instead of being arraigned in publie, the child is quietly
interviewed in private.”—John Gabriel.

(2) “They avowed that the object of each plan was to eliminate
foreign exchange controls on current account,”’—Winthrop
W. Aldrich.

(3) “They desecrated the house of worship.”—Thomas E. Dewey.

(4) “We must rehabilitate those couniries whose industrial and
economic life has been disrupted and shattered.”—Charles
J, Hardy. :

(5) “I have been at some pains to set forth the gerious pre-
occupations which dominate us.”—Winston Churechill.

(6) “We held the line against proposals that would bave emas-
culated the bill.”—Arthur H. Vandenberg.

/N “Quacks still confuse, mulct and injure the publie.”—
& Edward L. Bernays, : '

(8) “War was considered a calamity sent by God to scourge the
wicked.”—Fulton J. Sheen.

1II. These words are not too difficult and you ean probably fit
each one to its definition without too much trouble. The words
will not be in the same order.

1. Deprived of strength; weakened - W
2. Broken asunder; torn entirely apart doe

, 8. Acknowledged; openly declared Y
4. Called upon to answer a charge R
5. To puﬁish severely B e
6. Exercise control over d ‘
7. Diverted from & sacred to 2 common use e
8. Deprive of something by deceit mn——
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Answers: 1—emasculated; 2—disrupted; 3—avowed; 4—ar.

raigned; 5—scourge; i
8—mul(’:t. ge; 6—dominate; 7—desecrated;

IV. The histories of some of these words may be helpful
AVOWED: From the French avouer, “to acknowledge.”

DESECEATED: The Latin de, “ i
e o T in d, “the opposite of,” and sacro, “to

»ISRUPTED: The Latin disruptus, from dis, “apart,”

Ut Dreak.” and rumpo,

POMINATE: Latin domsinatus, “absolute power.”

EMASCULATED: I he L La,tln' emas
. a:te
l , “ l '” culatus, frOm e, “Out," &nd

mMuLer; Latin mauleto, “to punish.”

 Wh icti ’
ot égnwgfr:{ler toa dlctxon-ary we often only look for th
the derivation gov;);ginlt :Vlilil belfl Pl alo to look fO:
; . ! es this will give i
;1(1)3 mglzltm;lg and will be apt to ﬁx%fl; in t;(s)l;grg?;édezlbo
will often find that the word contains a poem ﬁth?g

it. If your present dictio

' ‘ nary doesn’t contain th

;‘)fl:ﬁ I would suggest that you look for the wo de;itymgl-
e next one that you buy. v Bistories

A word fitly spoken is lik
: e appl
of gold in pictures of silver, ppies

PROVERBS 25:11

11. ' Verbs about Your F. ellowmen

MOST ¢ '
OST OF US go along through life on & minimum of

. WO
- words. The greater part of the English language remains a




&

— S

66 Six Weeks 1-:0 Words of Power

foreign language to us. This is a damaging and most un-

necessary handicap—ignorance is such a nuisance.
There are so few of us who have learned to speak and

write well. So why not become one of the millionaires of
the language? You will find that your competition will

be slight.

L. Here are s few verbs that tie very closely to the habits and
doings of those human beings who sre your fellowmen, They
are warm and they can be valuable. These words will first be
given in sentences with more than a broad hint as to their

meanings. .

(1) “The judge decided to exculpate the prisoner.” He deter-
mined to let him go and free him from all blame.

(2) “I deprecate all the remarks that have been made on this

subject.” I express disapproval of them and regret that

they have been made.
(3) “Some people will carp and carp eternally about the
matter.” They find fault in an unreasonable way.

“The eminent scientists scout the new theory as being
unsound and absurd.” They scoff at the theory and reject
it with disdain. ‘

@

(5) “The doctors exfol the merits of this new drug.” They -

praise the drug highly.

(6) “His investments have been fortunate and will eggrandize
his estate.” They will add to the value of the estate.

(7) “It was decided to cashier the accountant.” It was decided
to dismiss the man suddenly in disgrace.

(8) ““The general attempted to extricate his force from an almost

4 impossible situation.” The general tried to set his troops

free from a desperate involvement.

“He was & small-time thief who would filch from a fruit
stand.” He was a thief who would steal small things

slyly.

@

e N

Verbs about Your Fellowmen
10 [{{
(10) ’.l;)he ambassador was a tactless person wh
ound to eracerbate still med Gt

. further our i .
relations.” He aggra . strained diplomatic
bitter. vated relations and made them more

(11) “The meetin consummate
g was called to
of the two companies.” o
t? complete and perfeet
tions.
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the consolidation
The x_)u.r;.)ose of the meeting was
the joining of the two corpora-
(12) “The older bo
y would continuall is &
ly badger

would annoy and pester her persistealfigy e disr”
(}3) “There is but one thing ,
/ ~ punish the eriminals”

-

He

left and that is to Serret out and

The criminal
out by a keen and persevering sezu'ch.s must be hunted

IL. Of course, if i

, I you are going to use
imt‘)iw how to pronounce them, Perhaps e ords
oud, some of the strangers will take on,

you must
23 you read them out

(1) ExcoLpATE—ex'kul pate
) PEPRECATE—depré kate
(3) carp—carp
(4) scour—scowt
(5) ExToI—ex tole’
(6) AGGRANDIZE—4 gran’dize
(7) casHIER—cash eer’
(8) ExTRICATE—ex/ts] kate
(9) FiLce—filch
(10) EXACERBATE—egy #s’ur bate
(11) CONSUMMATE—kon’sii mate
(12) BAPGER—ba'jur

(13) FERRET—fer'it
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(13) She was a determined gossip and in the end would £
out all the secrets of her neighborhood,
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1I1. Before you try this next test why not run throqgh t}i(;
pro.nunciation list again with your mind on the meanings.

tion I and give yourself a Answers: 1—exculpated; 2—deprecate: 3—carp; 4—scout; 5—
f them are foggy go back to Sec g : pated; 2—dep ; 0—Carp; i
E:\yie(:v Then try to fill in the blank spaces in the sentences extol; 6—aggrandize; 7—cashiering; 8—extricated;
;elow ‘with the proper words. The forms of thfa words may b‘; 9—filched; 10—exacerbated ; 11—consummated ; 12—
glightly changed, but, since it is a hard exer(;ls;:, the ofrder 0u badger; 18—ferret.
. it will be easy for yo
11 be kept the same so that it wi eas)
:,l;er;gidzowtlhe previous sections should you get into trouble. IV: In-eschbiank space write down the word that the sentence
oitv in th reminds you of. The order of the words has been changed.
The father e his son from all complicity in the
M iime 1. He continually increased his wealth and power.
C .
@ T bittery d your discourteous remarks- 2. T got more and more irritated. —_—
i 3. I'm out of a job now, —
(3) When one does nothing but criticize and ¢ it gets JOb now
to be extremely tiresome. 4. I have to laugh at your silly ideas, -
] (4) Irespect your judgment in most.thi.ngs but}f’fd your 5.- If anyone can dig out the secret, he can, —
f' i modern ideas about the upbringing of children. 6. He was a pickpocket. -
(5) We who are his followers most naturally e his 7. He’s a born tease. —_—
: virtues to the skies. 8. I thought he was guilty but he isn’t —_—
1‘ : : i __ the family fortune. .
(6) His sound investments will a 9. Some dramatic reviewers are destructive and
(7) 1 neglected my job and I can’t blame the boss fore—.o——. continually find nothing but fault, —_—
me. 10. Was I glad to get out of that jaml _—
(8) My position was untenable and I was most grateful to my 11, Everybody is a hero worshiper, —_—
: \ me. ) .
friend who e . 12. The deal was finally completed, —_——
. money irom &
(9) What a cheap thief. He even f 18. I'm sorry about what you said. —_
poor box. -
i istent crit- . Answers: 1—agorandize: 2—e bate; 3 \ hier; 4—; ;
ated and e by his persis : gg ; xacerbate; 3—cashier; seout;
(10 I ;Z‘;’“:mz’(%per 5—ferret; 6—fileh; 7—badger; 8—exculpate; 9—carp;
8. 10—extricate; 11-—extol: 12—consummate; 13—
1) He faced failure after failure, but after many long years deprecate. ! ! :
11 Zn d with very great effort his success was finally ‘ ~.
; . ' < V. Here are th\e\l;_’g\ words listed in their original order. Do you

) tense and remember all the promynciations? As you say them out loud try
(12) It seems to be the habit of good friends to teas to recall their meanings. ™

b.——— each other.
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1. exculpate 7. cashier ‘
2. deprecate 8. extricate
3. carp 9. filch
4. scout 10. exacerbate
5. extol 11. consummate
6. aggrandize 12. badger

13. ferret

This may not have been an easy group to master. Such
words as ezacerbate, cxculpale, consummale, aggrendize
are in the upper echelons of vocabulary. But they are
words of power, just the same, and cannot be omitted
from cultured speech. It may be that you won’t often
use them in your conversation, but you will meet them
in your reading and you will be apt to hear them should
you listen to world leaders on the radio or television. And
being familiar with them when you hear them is of the
highest importance.

We must know words to be good citizens. We must be
able to understand what our leaders in this country are
trying to tell us. There may be a chariatan smong them
who is using words to deceive ug. If we are shrewd in
word values we will detect the deception, and we will be
better able to know whom it is wise to follow.

The wunaccountable spell that
“Jurks in a syllable. HAWTHORNE

12. Verbs of Energy

IF YOU have never consciously tried to develop your
word power and if you will make this book a beginning,
you, will discover that you have taken up the most de

SR U Verbs of Fxietaw. -~ . .
- fffgf,g:a‘;’éd tizlt“”‘;ile paStim_e there is. You will begin t
:g‘;’?ugg,_.thmugh command of their vacanepy ¢ £1%%
0te. to make others see and feel what they. feel an

. And some,

. “"have energy. We will break the-14 + :
e energy. We will bréak the 14 words up i ot
T - e g ¢ Ids up into twi .

© Here s the way those of the first group are pronounc:d‘s‘ecfl'ou
) GEN’ER"enjen'del‘ b (4) OBTRU"DE“—%Ot‘)\-tr('STJJd' SREE

2) BaRRY—hari :

i (B TRANSFIX—trans fi' .
- @ ckarour—eatBpult. (@) morace—Sface!

e

@) keemormsn— proprtato
* not ‘;’: 3235'“?61  out-of its context, the meaning of a word will

apart from a Vords have little significance when they. stanc
" their s-leg:lé:ap}‘lmﬁg‘d They fake on trug meaning only whcn
re rolled up and when' p UEETMG. Ol en.
-sentence, 8o.., . p ’“fd; Wh*?nv_t‘hey_-are put to work in a

) I'm sfraid that your remarks will enigender il fecling, |

@) Why do you hary nd worey il he st

" (3) Tn & midient the: cansar, il wirer e o
. into the met. o ‘,v'_n' ”f‘?“??“?‘ the circas clown out

'(45: Theugly decorations S A T o
O oplessandly, 15 het hotep abirude upon the seusos
e ho can transfiz a fﬁl&ﬂ?‘vi’t’h & look.

L ©

Amfiericn did not aomrimiags < , et
America did not apprapriate even & square inch of territory,”

wied tOe_ﬂ'ace f_ro'!'n’: mymmd :ﬂl :m,émofy.of the ”t"r:igedy, E

hepiown use,




-or phrases that you believe to be nearest in meaning
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III. You may be near enough their meanings mow to take 8
ttered words

test. Remember, pick that particular one of the le
to the key

word.

(1) ENGENPER—A! to confuse. B: to produce or bring into exis-

tence. C: to frighten. . L
" (2) marry—A: to pester. B: to delay. C: to strike with the
fist. . ‘
(3) cararuLr—A: to make an orderly list. B: to build. C: to
burtle through the air. . '
‘(4) OBTRUDPE—A: toi insult. B: to thrust forward or force upon.
C: to be stup'id. ' . ‘
(6) ‘pRANSFIX—A: b make axid‘ hold motionless, B: to repair
' O to change in form and appearance.

s—A: to stand before. B: to turn about. C: to Wipe

{6) EFFAC
out.

(7) APPROFRIATE—A. 0 be polite and thoughtful. B: to take for
one’s own use. C to commend or approve. ‘

Answers: 1-—B; 2——A, 3—C; 4—B; 5—A; 6—C; 7——B.b

1V, Here are 7 more words that belong in our present category.
We will first pronounce them. ‘

§eS) ACCENTUATE—8K sen'chso ate
2) EPITOMIZE—-elp’H.}'ﬁ mize
®3) BL*Ie.qEQN—'—bur'juri '
4) mmm——ixn bﬁ'k
(5 6A LvaN1zi—gal’vi nize
A (6) miTIGATE—mit'T gate

(7) Excisp—ek’size

(1) AccENTUATE, Thi
B INTUATE. Thix really mes

Verbs of FEnersv
ja ey
iy

. . -~
h(m s Sent NCes 1” l‘[‘] to YL g b : ;
v I ;] €NCes w 1 Y Y {‘i«'- B xleﬁu.':ng cleari‘7

1 " .
(1) That hat will accentuar your blue eyes
(2) Thess - . . . .
aens Drief o e of v ;
e orie k utlnu?s ut yoney epdtomize all the things
were goid in the jonger repors, | - the things that

(8) It iz thrilling to see {he fi
1) Fhe thrilling 0 see the fowers burgeon i the spring
(1) We tr ; ) . T FHIE

: Y to $mbue our chiliren with high ideals

71N YT
3 SEITA " 1
\Q) e doquence will galzmzize the nation

© into action
(B This s
) This drug was desjgr 121 '
o g way deshrand b0 mitigetz vin and Uige rob
eI et and thas relieve
{7) Wé mnust exesse the can.op

i K of corr yry f . y
of vur ecity, TIPLR fror thi: body volitie

‘?71 [U.ZQ.; . ’
s AEAB you are b opick )
CRRAREE 3T0 'y - PR . R
. the word or vnrase Leiow thas «

think i nearest o .
B RSOTCSL an Meunvng to, the by wend w
. ! LR ey W
(1) aces '
1) BUCENTUATE-—A: Lo ecrinhoas
E-—A o eniphasize, 1ty et (00 o hast
p b 1Tt ot hnsten
() mrrToMizE—A: Lo ke | : ¢ fasten,
y U niie jonger, B: to sumn arize. (O
stronger. , inarize, C:tomake
(3) wone ’
3) RURGEON~—A: to hoi® 2. . .
b b()l;. 13 10y ‘i,\-}th(‘f. ’ffj to pu( out i‘ll .
. QUYL buds,

(4\ Yarp :
3} IMRUE—A: to war, 1 o )
Sto waen, Bodo ) o to fores

(5) saLvaNizE—A - to stimulate, T A
v strviiate. InoGoodeceive. G to weaken

2

1ATE—A " Lo o
. Al b meresse. Bt Lofien O o pwenlad
¢ et 0 W i,

(7Y ssosE—A; ,
BROBE—AL to excite, 18 o qiiboe

¢ R, 4 G

NLCry; 1~ 1&' L‘ : {
A g - A\ v..._Bv -z.....C- P 3 y
7 1 s ; EE ﬂi'f’. "':’v‘. -

VIl{ Have we moved a Tirtle toc
w? .be eagy to back un and e
pl.lt;mg t.he seec 13 T ahead of the

awifthy o these
Ader them at gerx
; ;

. 8 to Yolve 4, - .
emn Bine (v 13lae ' TBIVG segend
phasiae or nliee a stresg o Your wuil
Wi
sour age—tha i '
o . =34 AN R [FRPTIE oY
than you really -y, ;W you

CIL GoCer Ly,
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7. “It is a conflict between liberal ways of life and narrowly

constricted ones.”—Francis B, Sayre.
8. “Let us, constrained by the love of Christ, seek to make

America more truly Christian.”—Henry St. George Tucker.

9. .“They are always truckling to the rich.”—Lloyd C. Douglas.

10. “His mood was the opposite of self-pity," a feeling that his
life had been too cosseled and fur-lined.”—John Buchan.

II1. Are there a few cloudy’meanings left? Thén here are the

definitions.

- (1) BEREFT: Deprived of someth
dmtitute by loss. ‘

: (2) ABASEJ;: Made humble; brought down; shamed
fied; lowered in estimation.

ing beloved and valuable; made

and morti-

(3) ransackep: Pillaged; plundered; searéhed through and
‘ looted. ) ' ~
(4) mavisEING: Seizing by violence; violating.
(5) BELEAGUERED: Encompassed by force; besieged.

(6) EMBLAiONEn: Set off in resplendent colors; inscribed as
though with heraldic. emblems; pictured- prominently.

"~ (7) constrICTED: Drawn
bound. ‘

(8) constraivee: Compelled or urged ; obliged; forced t0 action
~ or inaetion. ' ‘ :
() TRUCKLING: Yielding in a servile; fawning way; currying
favor obsequiously.
/ B .
(10) cosseTem: Treated as a pet; pampered; fondled; treated
tenderly. C

together or ‘compressed;’ cramped;

N

IV. It is one thing to know words when you see them. It is an-
.other matter to recall them when you need them. How many of

these words do you remember?

Verbs We Sometimes Neglect | 85

1.b -6 e~
2.a. 7.
oree 8.
4 9. t_
6.b— 10. c_

- Each day you W1H find your vccabixla.ry growing. And each

Wee:k you Wil.l discover thzitt your expanding vocabulary will

gilnii)(;rmslsled in this way. The techniques for vocabular
; ng have been discovered and the texts f Y
p l'i‘hhl'ng this are many and cheap. - - OF Acoom-
15 Was not true in the old (ia i
ot tr ys. Teach '
then, were primitive. And as to books, they lvlvfr:n ;;?gd&!;

.bome 1,200 years ago, for instance, an Anglo-Saxon




e Llof_b_emte"»\. “sobngie o8 & L suugei

IL Do you {‘r"eme'm‘l‘)‘e‘ HEw 50 g bh‘esb 10. word

The town

meeting, .
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1. nullify
2. malign

a. express disapproval of

b. harden or toughen

¢. tocall in-guestion—

d. annul or make void

¢. to hail with shouts and appla,usq
J. to satisfy to the utmost

g. to lead astray by deception

h. imperil

3. deprecate
4. lacerate
B. jeopardize
6. inure

7. satiate

8. inveigle
§. to slander

j. to tear the flesh

9. impugn
10. acclaim

&
“Answers:  1—d; 2—4; 3—a; 4—j; 5—h; 6—b; T—f; 8—f; 9—4;
10—,

IV. Now fit the words into these sentences.

(1) In a collision there is always danger that flying glass will
your face.

(2) The whole city turned out to —
3) I — your selfish attitude.

its hero.

(4) He'll never me into buying his worthless
property.

{5) Your excesses will all the benefits that you de-
rived from your vacation,

(6) His enemies went to great extremes in their attempts to

his reputation.
{(7) A person has t0

{8) If you invest too much of your money m that hazardous
venture you will —. your financial position,

(9) 1 doubt his honesty and I

himself to the hardships of life,

— his motives.

{10) There are enough good plays this seagon to -~ the

most avid theatergoer.

v

A Test for You on Your Verhs a9

Answers: 1—lacerate; 2—acclaim; 3—deprecate; 4—inveigle;
5—nullify; 6—malign; 7—inure; 8—jeopardize; 9—
impugn; 10—satiate,

V. This third and final list of words will complete your test on the
verbs that you have been studying. There will be three choices
after each key word. In each case check the one, A, B, or C, that
you think is nearest in meansing to the key word.

(1) AsPERsE—A: to scatter. B: to-slander. C: to be profane,

(2) EFFECTUATE—A: to assume an unnatura] ‘manner, B: to
bring about or cause. C: to exchange. )

(3) coErcE—A: to persuade by soft words. B: to grow angry,
C: to force.

(4) suBvERT—A: to overthrow. B: to deceive. C: to support.

(5) =xrosTULATE—A: to remonstrate. B: to explode in rage.
C: to put off or delay.

(6) conrurz—A: to embarrass. B: to prove to be wrong. C: to
' deny a request.

(7) BABGER—A: to cheat, B: to entertain, C: to torment by
teasing,

(8) oBTRUBE—A: to force oneself in where not wanted, B: to
block or obstruet. C: to be stubborn,

(9) carr—A: to find fault unreasonsably. B: to be generally
irritable. C: to be selfish and grasping,

(10) EFFacE—A: to cheat. B: to kide. C: to wipe out,.

Answers: 1—B; 2—B; 3—C; 4—A; 5—A; 6—B; 7~C; 8—A;
8—A; 10—C.

You have been tested on 30 verbs that have been selected
in such a way as to give you an accurate knowledge as to
your total progress. If you 80t 25 of the meanings correct
you may rank yourself as excellent. Twenty would still be
good. If you are below this T would suggest that you apply
yourself a little harder to the future exercises and that you
review your verbs when you get the time.
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What about Slang?

ildi it might be apt
¢ are building a Vocabglgguld e et of

THAT w
wa ?Isit

i lan

i determine whether s '

a;xld tﬁ:lg; t%Vlfat about this slang Eusmess anyway

:Vi:epto e O Wilfkled? Ol;ewt?oa;‘y that slang is at all

: . t it

O oo emarmo in nt of speech, and that

i and coarse instrume d that 4

:llf;fﬁc;l l‘)r;ﬂli?; sharply alourga, ygux:ig i;f)e(:)};let;v:%l& b I(xla, -y

i ing him stuffy. And i, o

oo 11!:10 (;ae;lcltl)lemend to youth that they :’15;:1 slae;%si?;nd
lfli:i';rehe would have their parents abou y

T '

) . o ;
w“ih ggggsti:)e:?)(;nthis kind some acceptable middle groun
g i 's try. )
vered. Let’s try hioh.
X usuallz' (l::ugézcoall down through the age?i :ﬁﬁmtl)%ed
Nowl,mo (2 wagge’d their gray heads sadlyBaI:} mumb e
bIOngs mvbled in their beards over slang. Bu ometives
:l?d ery words thev so pa.ssionatelg ralle(aﬁs ;—%cts W,h up
A left i d the gas-house ¢
alllld leftrzhgof::S:n(Siuﬁoi:Zd right into the most exclusive
they wer

Mayfair circles. . - .

instance, when Benjamin Fra,nk_hn F?;gl:e hl?i?ears

For' in 1789 after a nine-year“stay 1}} o % P ears

Amens‘i?ocked by the cheap new slang’’ wo
were
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crept into use during his absence. He couldn’t believe
that literate people were using such ugly upstart words
a3 deputize, nice, raise, and oppose; or such tawdry in-
ventions as to advocate, to progress, to deed, to notice,
to locate He urged the great Noah Webster to help him
put down this ruinous rebellion before the language should
be destroyed!

Again. the dictionary maker, Samuel Johnson, in his
day fulminated against the then new, brash slang words
Jun, banter, coax, budge, fib, glee, Jeopardy, smolder, and
chaperon. What wasg going to happen to the young folks,
be asked, if they were to adopt such barbarismg?

Around the middle of the nineteenth century, gram-
marians were appalled by a host of fresh slang incursions.
Vicious.verbs like to endorse, to ilemize, and to a filiate had
been introduced into the business vocabulary, and there
were other such demoralizing terms ag predicate, collide,
resurrect, and Americanize. And now we, of today, use them
happily. v '

In 1787 Thomas Jefferson was reviled for using the
sordid word belittle. John Quincy Adams faced a devastat-
ing purist barrage when he dared use entagonize, and
George Washington shocked the civilized world with the
barbarian word derange. ‘

Way back in 1599 the dramatist, John Marston, de-
vised three reprehensible terms, strenuous, spurious, and
clumsy, and so invited the wrath of ‘the poet Ben Jonson,
who attacked these new coinages ag being uncouth and
vulgar.

So we had better be careful when we get tooexercised
about slang. Sometimes it goes social fast. It wag only in
1929 that the Encyclopaedia Britannica listed thege words
as slang: bootlegger, speakeasy, fake, Jizzle, Wik, hoba,
racketeer. Already the first five have moved up from “slang”
to the more respectable level of “colloquial.” While hobe
and racketeer are no longer entered either ag “slang” or
“colloquial,” but have become full-fledged words in their
own right and very proper socially. .

Slang, you see, is often poetry. It is frequently a fresh
figure of speech, Witness such eolorful inventions ag
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bellhop Iipstick‘ st?,r;{iom
boiled shirt news;;x;nt ::1:; pl;f;. nger

previ ?
%Jl'x;ﬁ?;(gi soft-pedal gtreamline

?,
usually grows from the bottom up. It’s glxgx ;;z[geliré
Slangd ice of language, but, like these con e tas’te.
- sped gparingly and with some care & | oste.
B beor‘(lli are the green shoots that com}%:;:l ‘?W?oodrow
Blang w t the dry verbiage of dead phrases. ive e o
crgwd - he purist, used “that is going some, , 0 R0
WﬂSO?” ‘Pt: I:Jimsh;»e,” and “to get a move1 (;m'Emerson
e hilgosopher and stylist, Ralph Waldo trongi
was th? p “The language of the street is alwasf's 8§ e
s describe the folly and e.mptmess .ok gzois ve
Wha:h:a ;lvord “jawing’? How laconic andexw i
lt)k‘:: side of a page of the North American Eeview.

But with all this, it's just as well to be careful of slang..

i % work it too bard. But if
Swell is a S‘.Nell &V)Oilg;f 3:“;12;? :i[v;g," “y 81:081’1’ guy,” “f.i
Y oell bt gou’l,g“a swell party,” “a swell trip, ym;o Ee
P ho;xse, speech habits and you are on your wgy0 e
e azyorll)louse. You can wear & su'lgle WO sit hin
e 51(1) with much handling that, like 8 ltiom{ I il
e o 1 and superscription and be _th ou o
losgo lﬁuiﬁaof slang is short—-livedlt;nt((i, fll;ig;l& I;Lirll::weo e

. b
word' e dq:i:vl;lj}r’é ::ngegge:vi,hat slang is largely lo&fag
; 33;(39!;&11 to be known only to those who are in qn
an
secreb.
/

THIRD WEEK

The use of the right word is
more important than the right
argument,. JOSEPH CONRAB

15. Nouns of Unusual Power

‘WE ARE now ready for nouns, and a noun, as you know,
is a word used as the name for a thing, quality, or action.
Nouns are the building blocks of oyr language, and we
are going to expose you to a quick challenge without
giving you any time to warm up. The power that even
One ngun can pack is a continuing miracle. The single
term ldar or the poison-label word crook can lose a friend.
Three unfortunate nouns, “Rum, Romanism, and Re-
bellion,” once lost a Presidential election.

I. These 8 nouns have measurable charges of dynamite in them
and can be used at times with almost explosive force,

(1) If you are subjected to der
a. insulted.
b. complimented,
¢. completely indifferent,

(2) A harriden is

a. a cripple.
b. a hag,

¢. a disagreeable old man,

1S10n, you are
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(3) If one is given to debauchery, he 18
a. of high character.
b. good humored.
e. grossly intemperate.

(4) Some people are noted for tnitransigence. They are
a. easy to get along with,
b. uncompromisingly hostile.
¢. corrupt.

(5) The orator’s speech was filled with snvective. It was full of
. railing abuse. ‘
b. flowery phrases.
¢. disgusting conceit.
{6) There are those who practice austersty. They are
a. self-restrained.
b. wasteful.
¢. dissipated.

(7) The voracity of some people is boundless. They are
a. extremely enthusiastic.
b. overtalkative.
c. greedy.

(8) A wastrel is
a. a crook.
b. a spendthrift.
¢. 8 Iniser.

Answers: 1—a; 2—b; 3—=¢; 4——b; 5—a; 6—a; T—c; 8—b.

1I. Now that you have had some guidance from Secti?u I, try to
match the descriptions in the second column below with the key

wogds in the first column.

- . ‘on
(1) pErIsioN (d@ rizh'un) a. a violent accusatio

(2) marrmAN (hir'i dan) b. a hag

(8) pEBsUCHERY (d€ bawtch’er 1) ¢. self-restraint

(4) INTRANSIGENCE (in tran’si jence)  d. refusal to compromise
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(5) mvecTIvE (in vek’tiv) e. 8 spendthrift

(6) AustERITY (aws tér'i ti) J. moral eorruption

(7) voraciTY (VG ras’iti) g. greed

(8) wasTREL (whst/ril) k. scorn

Answers: 1—h; 2—b; 3—f; 4—d; 5—a; 6—¢; T—g; 8—e.

ITI. These definitions, sentences, and word histories will clear
up any doubts that you may still have about the meanings of
these 8 powerful nouns. .

(1) mERISION: from the Latin derideo, “to laugh loudly.” Con-
temptuous laughter; scornful or mocking ridicule, as
“There was a look of derision on the face of the head
waiter.”—Henry J. Powers.

(2) BARRIPAN: from Old French haridelle, “a disreputable old
woman.” A hag; a vixenish old woman, as ‘“That old
harridan aunt of yours has been talking melodrama.”—
Helen C. White.

(3) »EBAUCHERY: from the French debaucher, ‘“‘to lure from
work.” Sensuality; moral corruption; intemperance;
licentiousness, as “Why do you yourselves bray before
them in their dance of debauchery?’—Thomas Mann.

(4) INTRANSIGENCE: from the Latin ¢n-, “not,” and transigo,
“settle a dispute.” Irreconcilability; refusal to agree or
compromise, as “Intransigence and rebellion is the char-
acteristic of those people.”—Madame Chiang Kai-shek,.

(6) INVECTIVE: originally from the Latin snveho, “to attack with
words.” A violent accusation; railing abuse; bitter con-
demnation, as “Vietor Hugo excoriated Napoleon ITI with
magnificent tnvective.””—Orville Prescott.

(6) AuvsTERITY: originally from the Latin austerus, “dry; harsh
in taste.” Severe simplicity; gravity or rigor of conduct
toward others; absence of luxury or ease, as “We can smile
now at the austersty of the Scotch Calvinists.”—John
Buchan.
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(7) voracrry: the Latin voraz, from vere, “to devour.” G.sreedi-
ness; gluttony; rapacity, as “Our tax bill is not sufficient to
meet the voracity of an extravagant administration.”—
George W. Maxey.

\(8) wasTREL: derived from the English word waste. A spendthrift;
a waster; a profligate, as “Will you be the wastrels of a
glorious patrimony?”’—Irving T. McDonald.

This chapter and this book, as a whole, will give you &
chance to increase the word supply on your mental shelves.
It is important that you discard outmoded.a_nd shabby
terms and replace them with new and shining words.
For the words that you use proclaim you to the world
and disclose unmistakably your taste, temperament,
ideas, education, and degree of culture. So choose your
words with the same discrimination that you would use
in choosing your friends.

Our words have wings.
ELIOT

16. Nouns of Personal Characteristics

THERE IS probably nothing more difficult to atQain, and
there is certainly nothing more important to acquire, t}}au
the ability to transfer an idea from your mind to the mind
of another with complete clarity and without loss of power.
This skill is necessary to salesmant's}ll.if[), to teaching, to con-
ion, to every department of life.
Ye%:;l m:;.y havergmilll)ion-dollar idea, but itﬂwill be worth-
less to you if you can’t convince others of its value. And
words, the right words, the words of power, are the only
instruments you have to accomplish this. There are no
Ot}g;:at leaders have all developed the. power of ex-
pression to the highest degree. By the magic of words they
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make millions think ag they think, feel ag they feel. Unless
you have this skill you will be bitterly handicapped all
your life. But with it you can come near to getting almost
anything you want. '

[

I. In this chapter you will deal with nouns that have to do with
your fellow men,

(1) He is a man who you considered was your friend. You have
performed a gracious and generous service for him. He has
never so much as acknowledged your kindness and when
you met him he didn’t even mention the matter and gave
you no word of thanks. What is he?

He is an ingrate. '

(2) You have another friend of a different type. He had s
profitable piece of business offered to him. But he
happened to know that you were in financial straits and
80 he was unselfish enough to refuse the business and turn
it over to you. What is such an act of renunciation and
self-denial called?

It is an act of abnegation,

(3) There are unprincipled politicians who seek to gain position
and power by pandering to thé prejudices of the people,
They will set labor against capital, the poor against the
rich, or they will even incite class hatred if it will help
them to power. What is our word for them?
They are demagogues.

(4) When war Sweeps over a territory it brings many horrors
with it. There is often spoliation, robbery, plundering, the
taking of property by force. The countryside is ravaged.
There is & noun for such acts of violence,

Such acts are called rapine,

(5) When a totalitarian nation conquers a country it sometimes
reduces the inhabitants to the level of slaves and serfs.
There is another name for slaves,
They are sometimes called helots.

(6) There was that desperate time in England when she was un-
armed and Hitler was threatening to cross the Channel. Tt
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was then that Winston Churchill made. his speech of
“blood and sweat and tears” in an effort to arouse and
incite the British to action. This type of speech has a
name. '

It is called an exhortation.

(7) There are those who have a contempt for danger and are
bold to the point of recklessness. They are rash and
venturesome. ‘

This characteristic is called temerity.

(8) There are times when almost any human being can bitterly
resent the actions of another. He is then apt to be filled
with the spirit of enmity, hostility, and ill will.

He is filled with ansmossty.

(9) When Benito Mussolini used to address the multitudes from
a balcony in Rome he indulged in a lot of pretentious
bluster and bragging. Such vainglorious boasting is often
called braggadocio. There is still another mouth-filling
word for it. .

It can be spoken of as rodomontade.

(10) In strikes malicious damage is sometimes done to a plant to
secure compliance with the demands of labor. Also, in
another field, damage is done secretly by enemy agents in
an attempt to slow down the war effort of a nation, What
are those who do this damage called?

They are saboteurs.

II. There may be some pronunciation difficulties connected with
these words. It is suggested that you first go over the 10 words
that you have just had with care. Fix in your mind the meanings
of those that are new to you. Then read the list below out loud
and try to recall each meaning as you do so.

! (1) 1NGrATE—in’grate

(2) ABNEGATION—ab Dé gay’shun
(3) pEMAGOGUES—dem’s gogs

(4) RAPINE—Tap’in

(8) mEELOTS—hel'ots

(6) EXHORTATION—egs or tay’shun
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(7) TEMERITY—t8 mér'i ti

(8) aNiMosrTY—an i mésf ]

(9) roPOMONTAPE—T0d 0 mon tAde’
(10) saBorEURS—si bd turg’

ITL. Are you well enoush i i y
U Wt gh acquainted with these words to conne
each one with its proper descriptive phrase? *

1. ingrate 6. plundering

2. abunegation b. venturesome boldness

3. derfxagogues ¢. those who do malicious damage
-4, rapine d. vainglorious boasting

5. helots e. one who is not thankful

6. exhortation S ill will

7. temerity g. rabble-rousers

8. animosity h. slaves »

9. rodomontade i, a speech designed to incite action
10. saboteurs J. renunciation and self-denia]

Answers: 1—e; 2—j; B—g; 4—a; 5—h; by ; ;
o 5 s 6—4; T—b; 8—f; 9—d;

.

" IV. You will become better acquainted with these words if you

see them in normal sentences th
_ at are quoted f
writers. Wateh for the meanings, ! rom modemn

(1) A&I‘OD Bull was a l}laltOI and an l”g"aten "Dona«ld G-

) “Ba(zhip(it .those lilll—guarded doors what triumphs, what
negairons, what partings pass and are fo P
Samuel Hopkins Adams, ‘ reotten.

5 {3
3) When demagogues set out systematically to ruin corpora-
tions, who gets hurt?”’—M. S, Rukeyser.

(4) “Until one was hardened to those tales of bloodéhed ahd

rapine one si i
N?Shuster, simply could not believe them.”—George

It y
5) ’l;inley are wl.no]ly unaware of the mad arrogance of desiring
0se Immigrant stocks to remain inarti
Ludwig Lewisohn, ' rriculato helota."—~
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K . . , ' One great :
i (6) “The Sermon on the Mount is a breath-taking exhortation.” ‘ purpose that this book hag is to
r —George Bernard Shaw. ~ Interest of the reader in words. Truly the ?Vl:;urtﬁgfeatll}:

(7) “T had the temerity to make this estimate some weeks ago.” curiosity concerning them. Mo
—QGeorge H. Houston. . ney pover

, {8) “Despite the outward signs of peace between the two groups
; ) some subsurface anémostly exists.”—M. 8. Rukeyser.

(9) “He addressed himself to his guest with a torrent of
rodomondade.”—W. Somerset Maugham.

(10) “We must destroy the insidious saboteurs of democracy.”— : Every word was once a poem,
Westbrook Pegler. . . EMERSON
.k V. These words will now be tested from another angle. Each state- 17. N ;
1 ment made about a word will be true or false. It is yours to tell TWO prof o ouns of Emotion
‘ f s : ] [ essors, Cur i
3 which is which. ‘ ; - New York, made a pf:ni?lic?;xt: e;i, l(;f s sonser Collogo in
| (1) Those who have temertty could never dare to | all of the claims that hav nb tha Seems to sustain
“‘ be explorers. True False | “Vocabulary enrichment,” s:ygt(;llg' b‘?ifoz?l open 2ooo0k
‘a utti : v B » 18 the open road to
il | . (2) Saboteurs are destroyers, True False giscdurlfinﬁ;l;ggngo:n II’OSEFSSIOI;I of the means to more
- [ 1 © selectlve, thin
; {3) Helots are rulers. True TFalse :‘i’e thu}‘k with ’words. Words ,lead gné%;;gttshff’ ﬁlbecause
; nue, . A 6y con-
; (4) Demagogues axe sincere., True Falso ments inC:unrzepts a}ll‘e the basis of Judgmenté and judg-
' - Whereo are t e.stuﬁ of reasoning.”
(5) A man filled with animosity has usually been sover We turn in the world of scholarship and of

stirred by hatred. True False education there is a general a
importance of vocabulary buﬂg;i‘;]egl?ent a8 to the supreme

. . I. The noung

; (7) Anyone who makes an ezhortatson is trying to 10 nouns that follow h
il . . . emotional content.
o arouseor incite by an appealor admonition. True False

(6) Those who practice abnegation are selfish. True False
ave all been‘chosen because of their

(8) Those who indulge in rodomontade are (1) marzoNrry—m3 lig'ni t§ -
braggarts. : True False (2) crAGRIN—chi grin’

(3) TRAVAIL—traviale

(9) An $ngrats is generous. True False

(10) The ones who commit rapsne are savage. True False @ TREPIDATION—trep | day’shun
(6) rREVELSION—1B vilshun

Answers: 1—False; 2—True; 3—False; 4—False; 5—True; 6—
,'  s False; 7-—True; 8—True; 9—False; 10—True. (6) viRAGE- Y brij
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(7) RECRIMINATION—TE krim 1 nay’shun

(8) FrusTRATION—ITiis tray'shun

|
(9) NosTaLeia—nos tal’juh b
(10) anrERCATION—AW] tur kay’shun {

|

(1) He has suffered indignities at the hands of a certain person, |
The friendship that he had felt has turned to bitter hatred
and he actually wishes harm to this particular individual. )

His heart is filled with maligniiy.

(2) His club had asked him to give a talk on archaeology. This
was his pet topic and he was looking forward to the occa-
sion. But he was an amateur speaker, and when he stood
on his feet he was tongue-tied with stagefright and his |

failure filled him with chagrin.
(8) There is the travasl of childbirth that women experience. But

there is sometimes a mental suffering that can be as great
or greater than that. A woman, for instance, had lost her

husband and her spirit was in travail, !

1
t
i
|

(4) Perhaps air travel is your béte noér. You have never been up,
but a business emergency demands that you take a plane|
flight. You are worried about it and you look forward to?

the trip with trepidation. [

(5) He had believed in the honesty of his town’s government.

For this reason he read the startling revelations of local;

graft with a feeling of revulston. |

6) It was a club he particularly wanted to get into, but he was

yd blackballed. He attributed his turn-down to social

snobbery. No wonder that the rejected candidate took
umbrage. :

‘ (7) He faced the accusations of his enemies for a long whilt
with patience, but finally he felt forced to resort t

recrimenation.

(8) The fact that his purpose was a worthy one made the failur
" the more bitter. He tried in every way to gain his endy
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E:lt ﬁhle aallllidicaps were many and could not be overcome
all le i i : )
iration. m with a feeling of bitter and hopeless frus-

) H(; ;evzs a lo(l;g wal}: fi'om home and from friends and familiar
€3 and as the loneliness of night
Tith pealens ght came on he was filled

(10) Inf sp?te of his earnest attempts to smooth things over
r{?::::gs' sta.rte;d lt]o friise high, personalities crept into thé

o ssion, and the first thing he knew he found hi i
the middle of an altercation, meeltin

.II. Are you ready for this next test? Certainly some of the mean-
ings of even the unfamiliar words must have dawned on you. Tr

to mf:ltch the words in the first column with the ideas ix; thz
;l)(:lc;’);s Zol;u:;]n. ’{‘hese are only _s'deas and not necessarily syn-
onyn N W;llen e hints that they give should be sufficient in most
¢ ain't o you are through you had better check yourself
gammst Section I, as some of the choices are rather finespun.

1. malignity a. humiliation
2. chagrin b. hate

3. travail c. disgust

4. trepidation d. homesickness
5. revulsion e. agony

6. umbrage f. fear

7. recrimination g. accusation

8. frustration k. bafflement

9. nostalgia f. resentment
10. altercation J. quarrel

AMe: 1—b; 2—q: 3—e: .
’ ) O€; s b—c; . - T .
o 4, 6—s; ?*g, 8—h; 9—d;

ITL. If you missed a few it will h

) elp you to hold a reh
Sectf.ilgns I and II before you tackle the next test. W;Zne;f: lf:eg
c;)tzh ent ab(?ut the meanings, try fitting the correct word in each
of the following sentences. The order has been changed. .

1. Itake .. at your insulting remarks.
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2. Discussions on the subjects of politics and religion so often
end in an .

3. I faced the danger with natural .

4. His hatred for the man had grown until it was destructive in
its force and eould only be called

5. At one time she had loved him, but his recent and most
offensive actions had caused a in her feelings.

6. Time after yime he was on the point of success, but time
after time something beyond his control would block him and be

was left with a sense of hopeless

7. 'When your accuser persists in his verbal attacks you are apt
to resort to

8. The loss of his son was a bitter one and left him in
of spirit.

9. He was embarrassed and humiliated and filled with
at making such a stupid remark.

10. I have a sort of — ___for the little town I was born in.

Answers: 1—umbrage; 2-—altercation; 3—trepidation; 4—ma~
lignity; 5—revulsion; 6--frustration; 7—recrimina-
tion; 8—travail; 9—chagrin; 10—nostalgia.

TV. See if you can check the correct one of the three choices that
follow each of these 10 words.

(1) Malignity is a feeling of (a) hopelessness, (b) shame,
(c) batred.

(2) Trepidation is the absence of (a) hope, (b) courage, (c) fear.

(3) Those who suffer from nostalgia are (a} ignorant, (b) humble,
(e) homesick.

(4) An aliercation is {a) & fist fight, (b) a bitter argument, {c)a
sudden change in feeling, :

(5) If you take umbrage at anything you (a) resent it, (b) regret
it, (c) are afraid of it.
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(6) Chagrin gives : -
o shmie, one & feeling of (a) dislike, (b) anger,

(7) Travosl has to do with (a) agony, (b) fright, (¢) rage.

(8) If ) ou suﬂel f!om)? ust aho" 3 ou feel t:) th Walted (b em
( ( ) 2 )

(9) Eecrimination is (a) a lie, (b sati
ing of disgust. » (b) & counteraceusation, (c) a feel-

(10) Tho, ' i i
(bs;e :vh;) hsuﬂ’fn: a revulswr.s experience (a) great pain,
great bumiliation, (¢) violent change in feeling.

Answers:  1—(c); 2—(b); 3—(c); 4—(b): 5—(a) . \
8—(a); 9—(y, oy ) T 0~ T—(w);

Zea ‘Ziz gc:xixnmake an(.)t(h;erAmlove to establish these words and their
your mind. All but two of them are origin ‘
: ; two | ! ally f
the Latin and the history of each one holds a colorful sgtory.yT}:Z;:j

ancient Latin words a ; .
clothed with flesh, re, to ug, like fossils, but they once were

0 -MAII;.;:}VITY: Almost idel'ltical in meaning and spelling with its
0 ancestor, malignitas, which meant ill nature and

spite. A person filled with malsnity ;
) ers tgnsty is da i
wishes to injure others, e raerons e he

¥)] CHA(f}RlltI: A word o.f "I‘urkish and French origin that suggests
8 ‘eehng of' humiliation, defeat, and regret, as “I am filled
with chagrin at my failure,” '

3) TRAhVAIL! This ags.,in comes through the F&eﬁ;h with many
;:t ra:]nges :f sfpelhng from the Late Latin lrepalsum, “an in
ment of torture.” Here we have th i ¢
X e.” e meaning of
zzg;a:ﬁg. 1:}1 (;v;min is “in travasl” when she js suﬁ'eringg t}‘x)e
of chudboirth, Your spirit can be i 1
you are suffering mentally. o rasetl, too, when

4 : 1
4) TRaEli’(IiDAlTION. A .sta?e of mingled excitement, uncertainty
alarm, which is suggested by its Latin parent trepido’

“to tremble,” ag: . A
Hion.» e,” as: "He faced the crisis with rea} trepida-
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(5) REVULSION: A sudden violent changé of feeling; a “pulling
away’’ from something, usually in disgust. This is hinted
at by the Latin progenitor, resulto, “to pull back.”

(6) UMBRAGE: When you take umbrage at somebody’s actions or
" remarks it means that you are offended and have a sense
of injury or resentment; you have a feeling of being ob-
scured or overshadowed by another. As s matter of fact
our word traces to the Latin wmbra which meant “ghade.”

This same root gives us “ymbrella.”

(7) RECRIMINATION: From the Latin recriminatus‘ which divides
into re-, “back,” and crimino, “to accuse.” And so when
we are indulging in recriminatfton we are answering &
charge with a countercharge and are resorting to abusive

argument.

n the Latin frustratus, originally from

frustrated or are ex-

u have a sense of

trying to do. Your

(8) FRUSTRATION: Agal
frustra, “in vain.” So when you are

periencing a feeling of frustration yo
failure and defeat in whatever you are
efforts are “in vain.”

(9) NOSTALGIA! A combination of two Greek words, nostos,
treturn home,” and algos, “pain.” If you suffer from

nostalgia you may be said to have a “return home pain’’;
you are homesick.

(10) ALTERCATION: In Latin altercatus meant g wrangling”’; our
English word means & noisy and angry dispute.

There are other nouns of great strength that fall naturally
into this emotional group. Odsum, venom, and acerbity are three
such. A heart filled with odium is filled with hatred and disgust.
If a person’s remarks are touched with venom they imply a
malicious and spiteful gpirit. And if someone gpeaks with acerbity
it means that his manner of speaking is sharp and harsh.

ful if you will go back to Section

At this point it will be help
, and try to recall the meaning

I, read the words out loud
of each.

It is some
But your ability to acc

smes hard to go over your work a second time.
omplish anything depends on one
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thin ;
you rg,d :i(li-e Oli?; thm% only. It depends upon the strength of
You have | . It would be too bad to forget the word

e just learned, for words that you don’ rds that
are not yet yours, you don’t remember

What 2 man cannot clearly state
he does not know. British

18. Nouns That Stand for Human Traits

IN M
langua(;e]zE::eN t(:::hools of the more forward-looking t
olden duys | ught by the inductive method Inytgle ,
and thei}r’ anguage-teaching began with gramma;' W de'
oclonmi meanings were memorized. Conjugatic; o
ns were learned by rote and th ns and
gotten. en promptly for-
Nowadays the ne
\ w words are shown first i i
it:l’;:, ;Irlesentences where they make sense I&;srtduzhzlilflr o
ey att ;oxl?i: gglf)izsz§ ;‘;he Ztudent nat’urally andnéizg_
! as been -
})arti, is introduced later on and in ?trso‘;sed- The grammar
orI it is apparent. ’ urn when the need
1 thi .
! vlalessl;(;)gl;;;h:hf:g:r metl;)od is followed. With this in
word . may be best when yot
o th;‘;}o:ﬁ run right to the dictionary. Firs},,: léo?fe rtrate
impression om question for a few seconds. Lat it l;:ler;{trate
how often y::uyo"lli If you do this you will be'su: rxe' ag
reading, and will meet this same word again i o
will grz;d ll3’0u will be interested to see how its hoaning
o Eradually dawn on you. And, oddl i
stav 1 g this method the meaning il by enough, by
Y in your mind. . e more apt to

1. Perhs : .
with hur}:]sa ;ﬁlhir:;;):t &?re?lmfg nouns are those that have to do.
. . will follow out the i i
and we will first meet some of these words i?llsI;i:stlve method,
nees.
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1) Bigorry (big'd tri) o . '
( )It is well enough to be a reformer but his btgoiry is objec-
tionable. -
His bigotry in the field of religion was ’hafd to tolerate. )
iﬁ’é can’t ilelp but admire a sincere belief in a cause, but bigotry
breeds opposition. ' ‘
(Here we can guess that bigotry is probably an obstinate and
intolerant attachment.)

(2) TENACITY (t& nas'i ti) . ) .
l‘ )In spite of continued failures he kept on trying w;th a tenacity
that was beyond belief. . -
She was bound that she was going to be an actress and her
tenacity was admirable.
Te:eZ((:Lityycan be said to be one of the touchstones of success.
(Quite evidently in this word there is the element of stubborn
persistence, of holding fast to a plan.)

3) cHICANERY (shi cane’s ri) _

( )He gained his fortune through chicanery azxd frau.d. .
The chicanery of the so-called “tax expert” got him in frou
ith the government. .

I V\;ould rather lose a légal case than resort f,o ch.wane‘ry.
(Obviously, thisis a term that has something to do with trickery.)

ATION (ad @1 lay’shun) o ,
(4?I‘£: UaI;iulation they gave to the dictator was insincere an
lightly sickening.
H: riceized an adwlation for his success that transcended the.

merits of the case. . —
1 am human enough to like true praise but I am not com:

limented by adulawion. _ ) «
(Youp can imagine that adulation is a servile and exaggerated

type of praise.)
5) compuncTioN (kom punk’shun) . .
(?)H:: had a serious mental make-up and could commit a crime

i 1 iton.
without the slightest, compunc o :
We'll have to teach these troops to kill without compungtthr}.
His sin was slight but the compunction that h_e felt was p.a.t 413 ic.
(The matter of conscience and a sense of guilt are obviously &

part of the word.)
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II. You had best review the 5 words in Section T ag you are
going to be examined on them at the end of this chapter. Now
that you are warmed up we will move more swiftly through the
next 9 words, Let your mind dwell on each one of them for they
will be part of the test.

(1) His opulence (op’tt lence) put him in a position where he
could give liberally to charity.

(2) The mendaéity (men dis”i t1) of the man made it impossible
to trust a thing he said. S

(3) After this surfest (sur'fit) of food and drink my thirst and
appetite were gone.

(4) He was rich ‘beyond the dreams of avarice (av’i ris),

(5) He was a generous man, noted throughout the countryside
for his munificence (mi nif{ sense).

Of course, you don’t know the full meanings of these words if
they are strange to you, but you must have an inkling that
opulence has something to do with wealth, mendacity with lying,
surfest with aplenty and too much, avarice with a greed for

wealth, munificence with generosity. Four more human words
will follow,

(6) I have an antipathy (an tip’a thi) for lars.

(7) In spite of all his defiance and bravado (brj vah’dd) he was
8 coward at heart,.

‘,/(8’) They were enjoying the Jelvcdty (f8 He'i 1) of young love.

(9) He was an ascetic (8 set'ik) who regarded the pleasures of
the world as vile and of no account,

Again the guesses shouldn’t be too hard. We certainly have s
dislike for liars; bragado might easily be a bluff at bravery;
felicity could be bliss; and an ascefsc sounds as though he would
live a rather austere and self-denying life.

ITI. The 14 words you have just had are listed below in 8 stag-
gered order. You are to pick that one of the ‘three words that
you think most nearly expresses the meaning of the main word.
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(1) crrcaNERY—A: foolishness. B: low trickery. C: hatred.

(2) avarice—A: envy. B: generosity. C: greed.

‘ (3) BIGOTRY—A: pride. B: morbid dislike. C: unreasoning at-
tachment to one’s opinions.

(4) BrAVAPO—A. servile praise. B: state of well-founded happi-
ness. C: pretense of bravery.

(6) TENACTTY—A: persistence in holding fast. B: prejudice.
C: sympathy.

(6) AscETIC—A: an artist. B: a self-denying person. C: an
ambitious person.

(7) oruLENCE—A: maudlin praise. B: generosity. C: wealth.

(8) munNtFICENCE—A: luxuriance. B: liberality in giving.
C: flattery.

()] COM;UNL'I‘ION—A: stubborn adherepce to ideas. B: ambi-
tion. C: sense of guilt.

(10) surrriT—A: intense dislike. B: oppressive fullness. C: fraud.

(11) reLicITY—A: affection. B: blissful happiness. C: gratifica-
tion beyond desire.

(12) apuraTION—A: hatred. B: boasting. C: excessive praise.
(13) mENPACITY—A: threat of danger. B: lying. C: joy.

(14) anTreaTEY—A: aversion or dislike. B: forgiveness.

C: toughness.

Answers: 1—B; 2—C; 3—C; 4—C; 5—A; 6—B; 7—C; 8—B;
' 9—C; 10—B; 11—B; 12—C; 13—B; 14—A,

/7 .
IV. You are about to face a drill that may be a little on the hard
gide, so don’t be at all discouraged if you end up with a few
misses. The following phrases give broad hints as to the.-‘14
words you have just covered. Write in the word that you think
best fits each sentence, .
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1. He bad eaten too much and had reached a state of

2. He had & greed for gain and was burning ‘with

3. He was most charitable and was known for his .|

4. He was a coward but put on a front of

6. His admiration grew into g foolish

6. To gain his dishonest ends he resorted to

7. His stubborn and intolerant beliefs could only be called

8. He retired from worldly pleasure and became an

9. During his honeymoon he lived in a state of

10. His moral attitude toward gambling was one bf deep

11. You can’t trust his word so great is his

12. His success is due to hard work, 1ong days, and stubborn

——————y

13. He lives in fantastic comfort and Babylonian

——— s

14. He robs the poor without merey or

Answers: 1—surfeit; 2—avarice; 3—munificence; 4—bravado;
5—adulation; 6—chicanery; T—bigotry; 8—ascetic;
9—felicity; 10—antipathy; 11—mendacity; 12—
tenacity; 13—opulence; 14—compunection,

V. Even'if you fail in g large part of this final test the practice

~ will enrich your voesbulary and will help to clinch the meanings

of these words in your mind. Ten of these words have adjective
forms, How many ean you write in correctly?

1. bigotry
2. tenacity —_—
3. adulation ———
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. opulence

. mendacity

4

5

6. avarice
7. munificence
8, antipathy
9, felicity

10. ascetice

Answers: 1—bigoted; 2—tenacious; 3—adulatory; fl:———opl.llent;
i 5—mendacious; 6-—avaricious; 7———{numﬁcent, 8—
antipathetic; 9—felicitous; 10—ascetical.

You have learned the words in this chapter in a}?;ut xg;:
fashion that you learn them in everyday life. Ym} vef not
them first in sentences and gradually thfa meamngsh : ihe
unfamiliar ones dawned on you. And with every ¢ rfi)s is,
whether you realize it or not, your power over wo

growing.

80 long as the language lives the
natiop lives too. Czech Proverb

19. Nouns of Pleasant Meaning

UNFORTUNATELY, in this harsh world tltte presg:ig;
‘ ) ften to be on
f words of power appears t00 0
z?c:hg disagreeable. Cruelty, conls)ldl(;reg .(:nga ;alskt: n;v:ers(:,
to have more sheer force behind it n g
i?énihe word forture more impact .than the word ggntlgf
ness. In this chapter, we will consider forceful words

agreeable meanings.

1. We will begin by listing 9 of them with their pronunciations.
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(1) PARAGON—par'a gon

(2) vinprcaTION—Vin di kay’shun

(3) austo—glis'ts

(4) accorape—ak’s lade

(5) vERACITY—vuh ragf

(6) PROFUNDITY—pr5 fun’di

)] EXUBERANCE—eg7 ii’bur ense

(8) EcLaT—8 klah’

(9) AFFLUENCE—if'flew ense

IL. The sentences that follow will give you an introduction to
these words but only slight hints as to their meanings,

1. She was a paragon of wifely virtues,
2. His long trial ended in his vindicatton,
3. The youth tackled the job with great gusto.

4, The Olympic distance runner received an accolade as he
broke the tape, a winner.

6. You can always trust the veractly of his remarks,

f. We are foreed to respect the profundity of his thoughts,
7. Part of her charm is the exuberance of her spirits.

8. The wedding was celebrated with great éclat.

9. Only a family of affluence could afford to live in that
neighborhood, ‘

ITL. Write in each blank space in the second column that one
of the 9 words you think best fits the descriptive phrase. You

may find it necessary to refer to Section I, although please note
that the order has been changed.

1. great riches ; "

2. freedom from all guﬂt
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3. truthfulness
4, a model of perfection
5. intellectual depth
6. a salutation in recognition of achievement
7. superabundance

RS

8. hearty enjoyment

—rerriee.

9. brilliance and splendor

1—affluence; 2—vindication; 3—veracity; 4——1?a.ra.-
gon; 5—profundity; 6—accolade; 7—exuberance; 8—
gusto; 9—éclat.

Answers:

IV. If you can do this next test with fair acouracy it will plrove
thz;,t these words are now a part of your growing vocabulary.

(1) He finished his piano recital with gre.at‘ éclat. His performance
was (a) mediocre (b) noisy (¢) brilliant.
iti i is writing d profundity. This
itics claimed that his writings lacke
@ Th;::nt that they considered his work (a) shallow (b) dull
(c) learned. h
st had a chance to take the
he understudy to the star at last ha . .
@ I:ad in the show and she faced the occasion with eambert;nce.
She took over the part with (a) fear (b) thoughtfulness
(¢) overflowing energy.
4) Hié trial resulted in vindication. He was (a) let go free (b)
imprisoned (c) criticized. )
i i t as a paragon
all ‘the men of his coterie he stood ou
2 Al(r)lfo I(;gxcellence. He was (a) a bad example (b) a puzzle (c)
; a model of perfection. .
i 7 d (a) an especial
lay deserved an accolade. Tt earne n e
(6)'Hx:w€1rg (L) an unfavorable criticism {(¢) an indifferent
reception. .
(7) He was in a position of affluence. He was (a) poor (b) rich
(e) weak.
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(8) She undertook her new job with gusto. She assumed it with

(a) grave doubts (b) distaste (c) keen enjoyment and
relish.

(9) His veracity. even as a boy was well known. He wag (a) lying
(b) beloved (¢) truthful.

Answers:  1—(c); 2—(a); 3—(c); 4—(a); 5—(c); 6—(a); 7—(b);
8=—(e); 9=(c). R

If you have kept on with this book to this point it is ob-
vious that you really wish to build your vocabulary power.
To do this there is only one important secret, and that is
to have a burning curiosity about the world that you live
in. If-you have this, your vocabulary will grow apace.
Don’t just try to memorize words. They will slip away
from you if that’s all you do. Develop new interests and
you'll be sure to remember what you are interested in
and all the words that go with it. And if you will study to
whet your intellectual curiosity in the world around you,
it will not only enrich your vocabulary, it will revolu-
tionize your whole life. -

The power of words that you will gain by these practices
Is & power that is known to every dictator. The first act of

- the tyrant is to take over the empire of words. He con-

fiscates the press and radio. He dictates the ‘“right”
books to read. He burns the “wrong” ones, and, with
freedom of spéech gone, you are his slave.

Language is the armory of the .
human mind. COLERIDGE

20, Nouns That Carry Insults

AS WE well know,~people can be unpleasant. And so can
words. There are ﬁghﬁih‘g words like liar and cheat. There
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are poison-label words such as kike, wop, chink, and others
without end. A right word can make a friend. A wrong

word can earn an enemy.

L The 15 words that follow are of the uniriendly type. We will
take them up in three sections. Here are the pronunciations of

the first group:
) MARTINET—mar ti net/
(2) Boor—boor
(3) sapisT—sad’ist
(4) pariaR—pah'riub or pah ri'uh

S v
~ (5) RENEGAPE—Ten'i gade

(1) He’s the bossy type of person, likes to give orders and run
other people’s lives, His favorite job would be top sergeant

in the army. He’s a martinet.

(2) He just doesn’t fit in a social gathering. He is clumsy, rude,

~ and atrocious in his manners. He is a boor.

(8) This chap has a cruel side. It is possible that he doesn’t
realize it, but, nevertheless, he gets a strange pleasure out
of hurting other people. He is a sadist. _

(4) As we know there are all kinds of castes in India that go

from the top Brahmans down to the so-called “untouch-
ables.” In between comes a middle servant class, which,

of course, is not too acceptable socially. The name of the

class is applied in our country to the social outeast. He
is called a pariah. '

(5) There are always people who will be disloyal and desert a
, cause, or who even will desert their own eountry in its
' time of need. Such a person is known as a remegads.

Let’s see if you have a fair idea of these 5 words. Each phrase
below is descriptive of one of them. Try to write in the one

that you think fits.
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1. he wants to run everything

2. he has bad manners

3. he likes to make others suffer __:__
4. a degraded clasg anywhere —_——
5. & person who deserts his faith

Answers:  1—martinet i 2—boor;

renegade. 3—sadist; 4—pariah; 5—

II. At this poixi'i We come to another group,
(1) PrEILISTINE—f} listin
(2) MALEFACTOR—ma)] fak tur
(3) CHAUVINIST-—show’vin ist
) MISANTHROPE~—mig’an thrope

(5) LAGGARD-‘laqurd

(1) There was on
e €@ an ancient and i
iy warlike race who Ii i
e ;gkel;o:; have read about them in your Biglelaw’i‘iem
i our g Own upon 83 untutored barbariang L;nd Y
r » & person who ig ignorant, narrow-minhed af:()i’

who is common s
place in hj . h
called & Philistine, 8 tastes and ideas is sometimes

A o . s i
Presidenit of the United States once spoke of the “t}r];znlf«

Jactors of great
. wealth.”
crime a3 a malefactor, We speal of one who commits a

3) E |
3) ‘:;ll; t:)fée;e I\T_aploll_eon lost the baittle of Waterloo the
one :keptrhl.n flg army, Nicholas Chauvin by nam;e W:S
kept his al.th in the Little Cf)rporal. His fan;st';'vca(l)

g u
ave us [ WOId tOI the xabld ng lon&]lst Of tOdaV. He 18
t
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(4) He has little faith in human nature and harbors & real dis-
taste for his fellowman. He is a misanthrope.
rson who is always falling behind, always

(5) There is a type of pe
He is known as a laggard.

slow, always late.

Match the words with the phrases.

1. a passionate patriot —
9. a materialistic and eommonplace person R
3. a doer of wicked deeds e

4, one who is always tardy
5. a person who dislikes the human race

1—chauvinist; 2—Philistin‘e; 3—malefactor; 4—lag-

Answers:
gard; 5—misanthrope.

111, Now for the last group.
@) MOUNTEBANE~—mount’8 bank
T @) IGNORAMUS—ig nd ram’us
3) TERMAGANT—tur'muh gant
(4) sycopaaNT—sik'0 fant

(5) MasOCHIST—Inas'd kist

is full of charlatans who make false
e wares. In Italy the word for them
ally means ‘‘to mount a bench.”
hey “mount & plat-
to their goods and
whatever his line, is

(1) The world, as we know,
pretenses and sell fak
is montambanco, which liter
At fairs or other publie gatherings t
form” or wagon and call attention
phony cures. A person of this type,

known as a mountebank.

(2) In Latin the word ignoramus means “we do not know.” We
_have adopted this word, spelling, meaning, and all, We

call a stupid and ignorant person an tgnoramus.
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new form is
now used as
scoldin a name for an {ll-
g woman, We call her g lermagant . ill-tempered,

( )
4 Ihele Isa type Of man WhO ]IVES on OthEIS as muCh as he

C.
an alld W]]() tlles tO get ahead by Ser Vlle ﬂattvel V. IIe 18

(<] peo le aCEUanV en'oy bemg d()nllllated and
cven &bused b) Othels! or the) can E,et & mor bld plea";ule
Out Of Self-tOI ﬁlll €. Such a4 one 18 ldentlﬁed as s 1920800/'2585.

Can you recall them?

1. he doesn’t seem to know anything

2. she scolds and nags —_—
8. he peddles quack medicines -_;
4. the Fast Indi i
an religious f ic w i
s  an Witherz anatie who holdg hig
5. be gets along by flattering the boss

1 ignoramus; 2 termagant; 3—mountebank 4—
2

masochist; 5—sycophant,

IV. You are no
w asked fo fill each :
the 15 words that best fits the seiltet:i: & space with that one of

(1) The :
believes that hi s -
whatever it.does, @t his nation is always right in

(2) There is many a
making others suffer,

in t'hls WOr ld v hO 30tuan§ enJOJ 3
(3) I ha'e met Stupld peODIe n Hl) da} hut never suCh an
+

4) P i —_—
C)) e;};:ps tonly & psychiatrist eould explain ho
get pleasure out of self-inflicted punish;:eit
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who haé deserted his

(5) He is an apostate and a
faith.

(6) His orders were the bossy, insistent, disciplinary ones so
characteristic of a

(7) Heis a and an outcast, totally unacceptable to
those of his soeial level.

(8) His life had made him bitter and cynical about the human
race and had turned him into a sour

{9) If anybody ever earned his way by repulsive and repellent
flattery, that did.

(10) His writing was trite, mediocre, and commonplace, the
product of 8 —

.

(11) He was alWays prompt, always on time for his appoint-
ments, never a .

(12) They claim that the wife of Socrates was a violent, quarrel-
some, scolding woman, & veritable

(13) Nobody but a faker and
less remedies.

(14). You'll meet 2 taxi driver who is a eourteous and polished
gentleman and a so-called “gentleman” who is 2 rude
and uneivil

(15) The crooks are not limited to the criminal class. Many a
can be found among politicians.

Answers: 1-—chauvinist; 2—sadist; 3—ignoramus; 4—masc-
chist; 5—renegade; 6—martinet; 7—pariah; 8—
misanthrope; 9—sycophant; 10—Philistine; 11—lag-
gard; 12—termagant; 13—mountebank; 14—boor;
15—malefactor.

Never let yourself feel that the task of acquiring. a reaily
superb vocabulary is beyond you. Let me tell you a true

could peddle such worth- |

Nouns That Are Spoken

story that illustrates wh
ustra at
your mind to it. can be done

A fe
e :Sziixl: aﬁo é; young man of my acquaintance re-
e rship for the University of Basle in Switzer-
whicil . :e ectures were to be in the German language ‘of
Ve a,ndw not one smglg word. Within the six months
of ring h:summer he gained such a complete maqter‘:
rerman that he was able to take and to undersktan:i

accurately a most abstrus i1 j
oy So it oo ost abst e course in the subJeci“f of philol-

if you make up

Words are the body of thought,
CARLYLE

21. Nouns That Are Spoken !

OF . .

word(zo;(l)lssfaxlrt goes without saying that many of the
st bl ofe come upon in this book are already
ot yomes txl;ours. But you viill be the first to admit
thoy somar) mno ave ?he courage to use them as long us
gy roma Kne(:'e alfqualntances. You must be comfortal;l;
e how' theywcagwa;o prronoun(-,e thfem. And you must:
time to make them your %r:i)—?;)r’n:e;ri:;dientenceS’ s

I. The 6 nouns in this cha

& .
spoken language. Here pler deal mostly with the subject of

is how these words are _pronounced.
¢)) BRAGGAPOCIO—brag i dé’shi 3 7

(2) EncomMrvM—en k§'mi um

(3) e1BBERISE—jib’ur ish

(4) praTRIBE—di’a tribe

(5) JEREMIAE;jel‘ & my’ad

{6) EXPLETIVE—ex'pli tiv
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IL. And this.is how the 6 nouns' may be used in appropriate
sentences, ' ' ‘ o
(1) We grew. tired of hié' fantastic vanity and braggadocio,
. {2) Never have I.listened to such an eloqﬁent “encomium or-to
' one that was more desepved. - o w0 Tt

b b

(3) L have heard monkeys talk gibberish, but what e said made
' just as little sense, T B

(4) The critical reception of the play was mixed, ‘geornful dia
tribes almost drowning out the ecstatic reviews.
(5) He prolonged his doleful complaints about our times into
] " a lengthy jeremiad. ‘
‘(6) He turned to flingan unprintable expletive over his shoulder.

‘Bouns, buy, the

interesting histories of these words will elarify
(1) sraGGapocio:. The English poet, Edmund Spenser, wrote a
. narrative poem called The Faerie Queene. In it-was a' vain

. boaster called Braggadocio. Now when we hear braggadocio

. we are_listening . to empty -and -pretentious /bragging.
Gasconade js a synonym for braggadocio-and glso means

... extravagant boasting. Gascony is & provinge/in France,

. and the native Gascon ‘by. habit- is: a noigy braggart.

(2) encomrom: In Greek:the word énkomion had-to do'with a
~ celebration or revel. Now it has to do with high praise.

" Jf you have esrned an encomium from someone you have

ol

received a discriminating and formal éxpréSSi(;p of praise.

(3) GIBBERISH is senseless chattér and nonsense talk.
L= . .(4) piaTRIBE in Greek; with'the same spelling-as our English,
: meant “wearing away.” Now it means a discourse full
¢ - of bitter abuse. The one who receives it is “worn away”
by eriticism. The words. tnvective, malediction, and tmpre-
cation are very closg in hmea.qi‘_n‘g ta diatribe. They, too,
have to do with violent attacks, abusive language, and
the latter two can almost. be placed in the field of curses.

i E“I{.lla%\‘\sure that you have reco,«;\i\}izéd most, i not all, of these |
th
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(5) JEREMIAD.: This is a lamentation o
complaint. The word is based on

* Jeremiah and writ
Bible, riter of .the book

123

r a doleful and dismal
the name of the prophet’
of Lamentations in the

(6) ExrPLETIVE: An oath; an exclamation, an

one. d usually a profane

IV. Which ”
Which pfwﬁlille:-apovew wgrdg would these sentences suggest?
1. What you say doesn’t make any sensé to me |

2. He seems to think that this wicked world ig lost,

8. What a won ini
' | hiaelt derful opinion that man has of
4. T just don’t happep to like profanity.

5.1 WOUIdn’t be ki . ’ |

T pruise, L et pleased by -

1 8T am sickened of. his long-win ded i T e

- Answersy Qe T T il
. ; gibberish; 2—jeremiad
. o e ple!;lv € <5Ttencqmium; ﬁ*diatﬁ;;mggadocm’ 4 ex-

;Are.two{(l)r’thvi;; hese Tronds men (o Ly T
£ -two or three of these words new t. ' the least thic
: ] RIBIERREEMEA A UL - 10, ? 3 i
sa short: exercise and it won't take lom, oue Alihe loash this
. terms your own, | One fo make the new

T TR _‘~1" o ‘ .
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Word Magice

ONE completely fascinating thin
magic that gurrounds them and

.v are all bound up with. ' )
th:’gne thing is certain, however. A modern like you is not

superstitious about words. Are you sure?

the superstitions that !
|
|
i
|
¢

< i lane for the Bast or|

+'s say you are taking off inap ' |

Wfsef éoagt ylt’s midwinter and the we?ithir is Eﬁg.silﬁz
v 1] Y " ¥ On

day there had been a terrible acciden _ i

%?;fl?:——zycrash against the mountains where all the pas

sengers were killed.
T will challenge you
mate and say: “1 haveiﬁow. sands
lane accident in my ile. ]
ne‘lr)fssti‘ﬁ?yaygu’ll take my dare if such an oceasion fazﬁ:@%,
but T'll make a small bet that you'll knock wood if ther¢

happens to be any around!

at such a time to turn t_o your seftt—
1 thousands of miles but I've

t the power of words comes oub ol’

In ancient Egypt, (‘(i,hese tho?{se;x;dj
i iting ¢ ading was ke

ago, the skill of writing and reading /

(s‘)icjrr:fd?f t%e’temple. Word magic gave the prxeskf;s a k;ozd‘
over the common people. In the Dark Ages the ar

This superstition abou
the mists of the ages.

124

f
¢ about words is the |
|
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communication retreated into the monasteries and was
again tied up with the mysterious rites of religion.

This strange slant on language persisted in the England
of not too long ago. In the days of Queen Elizabeth few
could read or write. Most of the young girls who applied
for a marriage license had to sign the papers with a cross.
The ability to write and read was looked upon askance,
and was thought to have something to do with the works
of the devil. And even if you could so much as spell a
word you were thought to be dealing in black magic.

This old idea is preserved in our language today.

When a woman is sick she is said by some to have had a
“spell.” And we all know of the political “spellbinders”
who.cast a “spell” over their listeners.

We, who are sophisticated, think we can smile at these
childish things. But we had better not smile too broadly.
We still believe in word magic.

For instance, when a man is discussing his will, how often
do you hear him say, “After I am dead” or “When I die”’?
He’s more apt to say, “If anything happens to me,” or
“Tf I should get hit by a truck,” or “If I’m not around.”

People don’t die, nor are they. often even dead. It is the
“Jate” Mr. Brown. “The deceased.” He “passed away”’ last
Tuesday. I “lost” my father. “He met with a fatal acci-
dent.” Boys arer’t “killed” in battle. They “fall” in battle.
They aren’t “drowned.” They are “lost” at sea. They “meet
their end.” The undertaker is a “mortician.” His place of
business is a “funeral parlor.” The hears€ is an “ambu-
lance.” And even the word cemefery in its original Greek
sense meant a “sleeping place.”

The nice words and phrases that we use as symbols for
unpleasant or fearful things are, as we know, called
euphemisms, from the Greek words eu, “well,” and phems,
“speak.”

You would be surprised at how many euphemisms there ’
are in our language. These euphemisms are used on the
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assumption that names can alter things. And even in
modern days we feel that these evasions will appease the
evil spirits.

We share these primitive fears with other tribes of the
world. The natives of Madagascar are reluctant to speak of
lightning. They bhave too many frightening thunderstorms
there to take a chance. The Boziba native never mentions
earthquakes, and rain is not spoken of by its right name in
Samos; while the word fire is never said out loud in China
in such places where there is a risk of fire.

Speak of the devil and he will surely appear.

These evasions even apply to the gentler side of life.

In the matter of sex we go into full verbal flight.

Around a hundred years ago it was an open insult to
mention the word shirt before ladies, so the term smock
was invented. But in the course of time even smock gob
befouled and the word shift was substituted for smock.
But over the years shift became vulgar, and in Ireland,
if you can believe it, in a Dublin theater as recently as
1907, when the word shift was said out loud by an actor
in one of Synge’s plays, the audience broke up in wild
disorder.

Of course we are no longer as fussy as Dublin about
“smock” or “shift” or “shirt,” but even today po real
lady ever wears a shirt. We cover her with the French
chemise although this sometimes nylon article may not be
very effective as far as actual modesty is concerned.

In these days, as a matter of fact, milady doesn’t own
much underwear of any kind. At least by that name. Our
modern girl wears “underthings” or “undies,” or as they
used to say in long past days, “indescribables,” ‘‘irre-
pressibles,” “ineffables,” “ynutterables,” ‘‘unmention-

, ables.” Never underwear. The articles are the same, but,
‘ by some sort of modern voodoo, names change them and
make them decent.

The advertising experts have taken advantage of this
necromancy, for they have discovered that the right words
can.alter things, at least in the minds of their customers,
and they practice their magic on us every day.
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For example you are not asked to buy a product in a
package of a large size. You are sold the “economy size.”
No dealer tries to sell you a secondhand car. There aren"t
any ot: them anymore. They are “reconditioned.” Steam-
ship lines no longer sell third-class or steerage tickets.
They are always “tourist class.” A piece of furniture
becomes irresistible when it is called a “snuggle sofa.”

Clothing is never cheap. It is “underpriced.” There a;‘e
20 01(,1, men where clothing is concerned. It is made for

men and “young men,” and women’s dresses are
designed not for the fat figure but for the “classical”
figure.

One tlme. an experiment was tried. Two counters were
arranged with men’s hats of identical make displayed on
eacl.l. Qn one counter a sign was set with the word T'yrolean
;)];L it.” The othell'l cognter had no sign. Three times as

ny men purchased the gra; “ "
thin those which were unnagmg:i.hats called “Tyrolean

nother similar experiment was conduct,

fashion described above, two lots of plain beig:ds.toiiintghse
all of them the same brand, were placed on two tables on(;
n.a,meless, the other bearing the display sign “Gala.” ’Ten
times as many of the “Gala” ones were sold. And doggy
shades in hosiery such as Spaniel and Collie sell ten to
twenty times more than anonymous shades. Women seem
more susceptible to word magic than men!

The euphemisms that follow are truly amusing,

We don’t go into a saloon anymore to get a drink. Oh
po! The late prohibition era killed that one! We no;w c;
into & “cocktail lounge,” a “café,” a “tavern,” a “tag
room,” or, at worst, a “bar.” T - i

Pgople are no longer “fired” or even “discharged.”
fl.‘helr “resignations are accepted,” that is if the'; a;‘e
1mtp(’),rtfmt fol!:s. Aﬁld when they have quit, they are “3% lib-
?‘1(') 3; otf.rwrz)t;ss.l,l’)ly on a leave of absence.” They are rarely

Even the acts of dictators have gotten
They don’t %{ill anybody. They merel%r “liqm%lgg”gf?};l;}‘g.

The most innocent words can get dirtied up. In the days.
of long ago the phrase “that rose stinks” meant that its
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odor was pleasant. ‘“You stink” was a compliment. The
word stink degenerated, however, and had to be replaced
by smell, but smell deteriorated in turn and odor took over.
Now even the word odor without an adjective is offensive
and we are forced to say “‘what a delightful odor.” “Body
odor” has changed to “B. 0.” and “bad breath” to
*‘halitosis.”

In spite of Shakespeare, you see, & rose by any other name
will not smell as sweet! You will never suspect the number
of these evasions, circumlocutions, and euphemisms that
there are in our language unless you become curious about
them and watch for them. And all of this has to do with
the eternally fascinating mystery of words.

FOURTH WEEK

And a word spoken in due sea~
gon, how good is it!
PROVERBS 15:23

22, - Nouns We Sometimes Neglect

THERE IS a price tag to everything. Even a vocabulary
is not given to us for free. It must be bought with time and
work—Dbut with so little work and so infinitely little time,
when we compare our small efforts with those of masters.

Thomas A. Edison, for instance, stuck continuously at
one job for 5 days without going to bed, and he kept on at
another experiment for 48 hours without a shift of at-.
tention. Victor Hugo locked his clothes in his chest to
finish his novel, Notre-Dame de Paris. Noah Webster
took 30 years to complete his dictionary. -

Alexandre Dumas wrote 18 hours a day for 40 years.
Si~ Harry Lauder, the Scottish comedian, tried out his
superb song, “Roamin’ in the Gloamin’” 10,000 times to
perfect it for the stage. Maurice Ravel worked '12 hours
a day for two years composing a piano concerto, and
Paderewski practiced 8 hours a day as a matter of routine.

So let’s not give lack of time as an excuse if anything
important is at stake. And a better knowledge of words 78
important. As John Ruskin once said: “If I had a son or
daughter possessed of one accomplishment it should be
that of speech.”

- Learning the 23 words in this chapter will be no easy
task. But you are getting more skilled now in the work and

129
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it may not be out of reason to cover this in one evening.
If it so happens that you can’t, don’t concern yourself.
There are no deadlines to press you. And, truly, these
words will serve you all your life. You are going to receive
them this time right off and in full, with their pronuncia-
tions, their meanings, and with sentences in which they
have been used.

I. These three words identify certain troublesome people.

(1) The sNao (jing’go). Watch out for him. He’ll get you into
war if he can. He’s a chauvinist who is always demanding
warlike policies in foreign affairs, as: ‘“In these days there
are jingoes who demand worldwide war.”—Dean Acheson.

(2) The curMupGEON (kur muj'un). He’s a miserly type who
hates to give a waiter a tip. He’s churlish, ill mannered,
and generally ornery, as: ‘“Mr. Ickes seems to think that a
curmudgeon and a reformer are one and the same thing.”’—
Luther Huston.

(3) The mrrLIONS (bel’yunz). These are folks who are given to
deviltry and bad deeds in general, as: “Our men are deter-
mined that his hellions will never again crash their lines,”—
Roane Waring,

I1. The next 10 words have to do with the characteristics, emo-
tions, and actions of human beings.

(1) pomrostry (por pos'i ti). An unpleasant attitude, this, of
pride and self-importance. Pompous individuals have an
affected dignity and bearing, as: “Her air of pomposity
was tactless and offensive.”’—Pearl S. Buck.

(2) BrLLINGSGATE (bil'ingz gate). This is the name for the

vulgur and abusive language that coarse people use when

¢ they are quarreling, as: “She poured out a flood of billsngs-

gate that would better fit the tongue of an angry fishwife.”
~—Maleolm Babbitt.

(3) rorTrTUBE (for'ti tude). People with _this trait have the
" strength of mind to meet pain, peril, and adversity. They
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are filled with resolute courage, as: “We must learn again
the patience and fortitude that armed our ancestors.”’—
William O. Douglas.

{(4) werppULITY (in kré da'li t). When a person regards some-
thing with sneredulity it means that he is filled with doubt
and unbelief. He’s skeptical about the matter. To him it is
incredulous, as: “She gave a sniff of tncredulity as she
listened to the story.”—FEdith Wharton,

"(5) conTrrTION (kon trish’un). Sincere sorrow for wrong doing,

ag: “Contrition of heart should be accompanied by an act

of faith.,”—Henry M. Wriston. X

REAY
(6) aracrrry (i lak’ri ti). Here we have the word for cheerful *
willingness and prompt&xie. If you do anything with
alacrity, you do it at once and with eager and lively action,
T as: “He took his place with a?aprity, his face beaming with
N interest.”—Pearl S. Buck.

(7) pEcREPITUBE (dE krep’i tude). Just a state of enfeeblement
through infirmity or old age, as: “The next day he started
out in a state of abject: decrepitude.”—John Buchan.

(8) BANALITY (bi nali ti). The quality of being commonplace,
flat, and trite. A trivial and stale remark is called a
banality, as: “His expression of gratification was not a
mere banality,””—Lord Cecil,

(9) mamoraTION (im & lay’shun). Sacrifice; offering up as vie-
tims, as: “When republics encounter setbacks those in
power are marked for smmolation.”—George W, Maxey.

(10) ‘antMUs (ani mus). Watch out for a man who is filled with
antmus. His heart is full of active dislike, as: *His feeling
was not one of mild dislike: there was deep and violent
animus in his héart.”—Owen D. Young,

III. The following 10 rouns are more general in their meanings,

1 AJBKSTION (bas'chun). A fortification, but this word can also
/" beused in the-form of a figure of speech, as: “They are
storming the basts of democracy.”—Frank ' Knox,
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15 than: th as in thin). An enormous’sea
something unusually huge, of colossal size
“is eyes rested on the huge pile of
impossible that a publisher
1d publish this leviathan.”—

132

(2) veviatEAN (le vi
animal, hence,
or importance, as:
manuseript and it seemed
could be found who wou
Thomas Wolfe.

eltur). Actually a rolling motion, but ev-atually

this word came to mean & commotion, confusion, or

“turmoil, as: “Deeply hidden in the welter of casual news,

about warfare, the morale of these struggling people was

not understood.”’—C. T. Feng.

MAGNITODE (mag'ni tude). Any time that you speak of the
magnitude of & thing you are talking of great size, of vast-
ness and immensity, as: “It should be possible to finance
the program without increasing the magnstude of current
treasury deficits.”—Harold G. Moulton.

(3) WELTER (W

4)

un). This means destruction. It is
thing to a shapeless mass. Such a
“Entire populations will be
»__Alexander P. de

(5) vEmoLITION (dem lish”
the act of reducing some
thing has been demolished, as:
menaced by instruments of demolition.,

Seversky.
tude). The infinitude of time or space
thout limit or end. There are no

“On a day like this one has the
de.”—Bodo Wuth.

(6) mwrINITUPE (in fin1
means space or time wi
boundaries in the word, as:
fecling of being able to see into snfinitu

grFicAcy (ef'fi ki si). When you effect a change you bring it
about. Eficacy is the power to produce the intended
result, as: “We will make the burglar doubt the efficacy
of burglary. Then the world will become safe for good

people.’—Rebecca West.

)

(8) carmarsis (k3 thahr'sis). Here we have the purification of
the emotions. A catharsisisa cleansing outlet, a purging of
the soul of sordid ideas, as: “The beauty in this talent bas
little conamerce with earthly things, but like great tragedy,
effects a catharsis in its lovers and worshipers.”—Ludwig

g Lewisohn.

i
|
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9) Fl:i&:KENISITEIN (frank’in stine). A student described in fic
n as having made a monster to which ind of
life power that it finall, il i e pend of
y used to kill its maker. He
S::::;j oxé agengy that is destroyed by something tlli;i’ i:
. Something that ruins its mak “
o omethi maker, as: “They soon
powerless to control ;
monster thus called into being.,”—H, ﬂé\? ﬁ;?:f':izs te}:,
. . y 0

10 s s . .
(10) Lug;) 1Slellrln'b(l)l). An indefinite border region, neither heaven
nor liv;dwbzzzrzh: ;mgi of unbaptized infants and those
. e Christian era are said to d
place of oblivion, as: “I have fai vl
, as: e faith that i
relegated to the limbo of things forgotten.”——CvZ)igeﬁdElIull)le

IV. Here is the list of
. the words you have j

just ha i
f)rdgr that they were presented to you. How man ofdtin'd in the
ings can you recall? Fifteen would be extremely good e

1. jingo 12, immolation
2. curr_nudgeon 13. animus
g. helhons- I,‘;,l4”.' bastion
- pomposity " 15. leviathan
5. bllh_ngsgate 16. welter
;5. .fortltud(.a 17. magnitude
. mcrec_hfhty 18. demolition
8. contrition - 19, infinitude
9. a,lacrlty 20. efficacy
;0. decrePItude 21. catharsis
1. banality " 22, Prankenstein
23. limbo

V. No : . iy A -
order is changod. n the proper word in each ease? The

1. great size

9 R

. & pretentious bearing e

3. 8 warmonger y

4. an enormous sea snimal L..___j'
‘ y
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5. destruction ' _ d " upper levels of vocabulary. A workout of this kind is a
. ive languago b challenge. It strengthens the muscles of the mind and
€. vulgar, vituperative languag sharpens the memory. Make a list of the words and
7. & mean, stingy person » R meanings that elude you and review it from time to time.
8. firm endurance and great courage | S——
9. indisposition to believe i
10. deep and sincere penitence c
11. confusion and turmoil ’ : w. XVhose words all ears took cap-
i 1ve. SHAKLESPIARE
12. people given\t%iﬁschief and deviltry ' h ‘ LA KESPEAR
. ‘ . ETI - ]
13. time-and space without limit L 23. Nouns of Force and Pressure

N N P a — .
*,14. prompt and cheerful willingness NO WORDS are as “common” as they seem. We often usc
] S e familiar words with a certain surety and confidence. Yet if

15. offering up as vietims X . - : .
. : . we were asked to delineate their boundaries we might be
16. active hatred puzzled. As someone has well said: “What incorrect,
] . d imperfect, inaccurate, primitive, fuzzy, and woolly ideas
17. infirmity we have about the meanings of the simplest words.”

18. a comimonplace remark b.

" and efficiency e In this chapter some of the words are simple, some on
.- power a

. , . the higher levels. But a lack of knowledgs of any one of
20. a cleansing of the soul of sordid ideas — them would represent a slight haudicap.

91. something that ruins its maker

I We will first meet 10 of them in definitive sentences which will
give a glimmer of their meanings.

. . b
29. a fortification )

23, a place of oblivion - 1. A treaty, where it is not imposed under duress (du’res or

i i feviathan: diires’), rests on moral obligations.
Answers: 1——magnitude;2——pomposxty;3——]1ngo;4— eviathan;

5-—demolition; 6—billingsgate; 7—curmudgeon; 8— 2. He felt that the stringency (strin’jen'si) of the discipline in

forti ::(Jie' 9——1;1 credulity; 10—contrition; 11—welter; this school killed the initiative of the pupils.

or ] N o . . ity: -15—im-

12—hellions; 13'_—mﬁm%‘}i’delc‘iep?‘tl:gg_tﬁ’silanal_ 3. He met the emergency with an audacity (aw das'i ti) that

i0n: animus; ) N is life 1 z

F:qafilon, iliiG(;cy; 90 -catharsis: 21—Frankenstein; put his life in danger,

l22y—’——ba.sti on; 23—1limbo. 4: We ?greed _not to remain longer than the military erigency
. (ex'1 jen i) required.

. )

Please don’t have any sense of failure if your record hast't

. 5. The antipreparedness zealots (zél'uts) were defeated and the
m the
been too good with these words. Some of them are in the /ﬁ:aft bill was passed.
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6. He was in a high dudgeon (dudj’un) over the injustice.
7. T know with what assidusty (asidd’iti) the propaganda
factories turn out fictitious stories.
8. His support gave great impelus (im'pé tus) to the cause.
- 9. Their minds and hearts are warped by passion and rancor

“(rang’kur).
10. In this emergency we must act with greater dispatch

(dis pateh’).
I1. After ydu have carefully analyzed the foregoing sentences and

have gotten at least a rough idea of the meanings of the words, try
to mateh each one with its definition. They are not in their

previous order.
1. risky boldness; reckless daring

2. bitter and vindictive malice

I
. momentum; force

. those who engage warmly in any cause; im-
moderate partisans

3
4, strictness or severity
]

constrained by force or fear; compulsion

. the state of being urgent; a eritical period

. anger

i

w 0 N o

i !
. -prompt performance; speed ‘

10. persistent and continuous application and effort

Answers: 1—audacity; 2—rancor; 3—impetus; 4—stringency;
5—zealots; 6—duress; 7-—exigency; 8—dudgeon;
g—dispatch; 10—assiduity.

Ii1. One more turn will help to sharpen the meanings for you.

Other forms of the words than the noun form will sometimes

be used. ~

Nouns of Force and Pressure

1. Zealois are people who
a. are filled with doubts.
b. show an excess of enthusiasm for a cause.
¢. are driven by fear.

2. A man in a dudge i H
4 man I you@ on will be apt to say:
b. I will do it for you véillingly.
¢. I don’t dare to do it.
3. You should act with dispatch
a. when you have plenty of time.
b. on a hot day.
¢. when you are late for an appointment,

4. The audacfous man is
a. filled with courage.
-b. slow to act.
¢. timid.

137

5. When a man under duress is asked how he feels his naturz;.]

reply would be:

a. I’m. looking forward to great success.
b. I wish I weren’t being pressed so hard.
c. Ill delay as long as I wish,

6. If a matter is exigent,
. you dismiss it from your mind,
b. you handle it at your leisure.
¢. you give it immediate attention.

7. A man filled with rancor might say:
a. I'm looking forward to the occasion.
b. I will destroy him if I can.
¢. Ilove my neighbor. : -

8. Anything that receives an smpefus
a. is held back.
b. is helped along,
¢. is utterly defeated,

9. When a town has stringent traffic laws,
a. you can park anywhere.
b. the police are apt to be careless,
¢. you had better watch out.
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10. When the gssiduous man is asked how he is going {0 handle
g hard job he says: ‘
@. just watch me workl
b. there’s nothing to it.
¢. ’m tired before I begin,

Answers: 1—b; 2—a; 83—¢; 4—a; 5—b; 6—c¢; T—b; 8—b; 9—¢;
10—a.

There are those who believe that wide reading alone :Wili
build their vocabularies. They are wrong. Wide reading, f
however, will add importantly to a person’s word su;zply
if it is tied in to the type of work that you are now doing.
You would be surprised at the number of difﬁ(.)u}t words
that we come upon even in our newspaper reading. Here,
{for instance, are a few that have been selected from ?hat
least likely of all places, the sports pages of a getropohtan
daily: misfeasance; banal; gargantuan; encomium,; cogno-
scenti. When you meet words such as these you are apt
either to skip over them or fo assign wrong meamngs'to
them which may stay with you for the rest_ of your life.
If, however, you conscientiously study this boolli you .
will no longer be content to pass strange words by without
checking on their frue meanings. Then you will be as~
tonished at the speed with which your voeabulary will

" gTOW.

Words are the pegs to hang ideas
on. BEECHER

24. Nouns of Shame and Shameful Acts

A FEW of the nouns in this chapter are very clpse to e_ach
" other in their meanings. The little facets that differeptla.’w N
_them are so slight that it will take a bit of practice to
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learn them, but once again we will be introduced to the
infinitely fine shadings of our language.

L In the present case it may be best to start right off with the
pronunciations and definitions,

(1) TorRPITUPE—tur’pi tude
“ (2) purLICTTY—d1 plisi ti
(3) pERELICTIONS—der 1 lik’shung
(4) opPrOBRIUM—-0p Pro’bri um
(6) cavuMNyY-—cal'um ni
(6) conTuMELY—kon’td mé I
(7) scurrILITIES—skil ril'] teeg
- (8) BLASPEEMY—Dblas’fé mi

(9) rRaPACITY—TA pasfi ti

(1) TurerrumE: Directly from the Latin turpitudo, snd in both
languages the word means inherent baseness, vileness, and
depravity.

(2) pupLICTPY: Again based on the Latin word duplex which
meant “double,” then “double-faced” or “two-faced,” and
thus, trickery, deceit, the act of pretending one thing and
doing another. Three other words come close to duplicity in

. meanings. Perfidy (pur'fi di) is a strong term that means

* treachery, falseness to a trust. A subterfuge (sub’tur fiif) is o
tricky means that you use to evade an isstie or to avoid

..~ eriticism. And an émposture (im pos'tir) is a fraudulent act,

’ an attempt to decéive by false pretenses.

(3) pERELICTION: Latin derelictio, “a deserting,” hence a failure in
duty; neglect or willful omission, as of an obligation or a
responsibility,

(4) orrroBRIUM: A Latin word that we have taken over. bodily
with the original meaning: reproach mingled with econtempt
and disdain. And this introduces us to a whole group of
powerful synonyms—obloguy (ob'luh kwi) meaning publie
reproach, abuse, blame; objurgations (gkl_jpt()r gay’shuns),
severe rebukes and scoldings; o 0'di um), the state of
being offensive or disgusting; tgnominy W(ig’po min i),
signifying disgrace and dishonor; and stigma gm'muh), a
mark of infamy and shame, T
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(5) caLoMny: The Latin word was calumnia, and it had the same
meaning as our English word: false, malicious, and in-
jurious accusations; slander.

(6) contTuMeLy: Our word and the Latin term confumelta both
mean insulting rudeness in speech and manners; scornful
insolence,

(7) scurriurries: Indecencies; low and vile abusiveness or vulgar
railing. The clowns and jesters of ancient Rome were a
vulgar crew and their coarse buffoonery was called
scurrilitas. ’

(8) BLASPREMY: Any irreverent act or utterance; evil or profane
speaking of God or sacred things. Greek blasphémos, “‘evil
speaking.”

(9) maracrry: The act of seizing that which is coveted; grasping
greed. This word has its source in the Latin rapaz, which
meant “seizing to oneself.”

II. You are going to be tested on these 9 key words, so it would be
best to read them off again, to practice their pronunciations, and
to recall their meanings. These words are not too easy, but they
are still the proper part of an accomplished vocabulary.

1. turpitude 5. calumny

2. duplicity 6. contumely
3. dereliction 7. scurrilities
4. opprobrium 8. blasphemy

9. rapacity

III. The sentences that follow are settings for these words. To fill
each one of the blank spaces with the right word will be extremely
difficult, and for that reason the initial letters are given as guides.
If you are not sure, refer to the definitions in Section I. You will
notice that the order has been changed.

7 1. T am bored and sickened with the s of the modern
stage.

2. The mayor took so many vacations that he was bitterly
erificized for hisd— .

1
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3. He would say one thing to my face and another behind my
back. Hisd—_____ knew no bounds.

4. It wasalieasblack,ac—______ asfoul as ever issued from
the throat of man.

5. Some people get depraved as they go through life, but his
t—  was born in him.

6. They heaped ¢
alike.

7. Ther

on Negroes, Jews, and Catholics

of the usurer is now punished by law.

8. He is a religious zealot who regards every differing faith as
b.

9. Some nations have been contemptuously eriticized for their
ruthless ambitions toward empire, but America has never been
subjected to that o _____,

Answers: 1—scurrilities; 2—dereliction; 3—duplicity; 4—

calumny; 5—turpitude; 6—contumely; 7—rapacity;
8—blasphemy; 9—opprobrium.

IV. See how well you can recall these words. Write the proper one
after each synonym or synonymous phrase.

1. irreverence

. scornful insolence

. greed ‘ : -
. failure in duty

. slander

. inborn wickedness

N ;o N

. deceit
8. vile abusiveness

9. reproach mingled with contempt
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Answers:  1—Dblasphemy; 2 —contumely; 3—rapacity; 4—dere-
Hetion; 5—calumny; 6 - turpitude; 7—duplicity; 8—
scurrilities; 9-—opprobrium.

This chapter may need a review when you have the time,
not so much to keep the words themselves in mind as to
keep their differences clear. '

Hold fast the form of sound
words. 11 TiMoruy 1:13

25. Nouns We Often Forget

WHETHER we like it or not there is class distinction in
speech. If someone asks you for a match and you say,
“I ain’t got none,” the communication is perfect. We
know that you have no matches, but you have fallen far
down the social scale in our eyes. You have told us that
your friends are of the lower level, that your early educa-
tion has been neglected, and that you have done nothing
to improve it.

The “working vocabulary’” that a young American uses
in speech or writing is not more than a few hundred words.
His “recognition” or “reading vocabulary” adds up to
some thousands. Beyond this his native language is as
obscure as Greek.

If your grammar is well groomed, and if you are rich in
words, you will have an entrée into business or into
society that cannot be easily won in any other way. So
please consider the time spent with this book more than

/ worthwhile.

We are apt to be lazy in the matter of words. We often
use the same stale ones over and over again, when so
many fresh ones are at hand. Here, for instance, are 13
that we are wont to neglect.
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I. We will warm you up with the first 5
in another group. and then take the last 8

1) ¥you haq ambitious plans to get ahead in business and your
boss put a quietus (kwi &'tus) on them, you would be

a. encouraged.
b. disheartened.
¢. indifferent.

(2) If you aske(% a question of an acquaintance of yours and be
answered you with acrimony (al’ri mo ni), would you

a. be resentful?

b. thank him?
¢. tell him he is correct?

(3) When you have reached an tmpasse (im’pass) in a discussion,

. you have agreed on the general principles.
b. you are at least approaching a compromise.
¢. you are in a deadlock.

{4) If you described some animal as ¥
1 a monstrosity (mo 1t
you would mean that it was Y (mon strosl ),

a. large.
b. savage.
¢. unnaturally distorted and malformed.

(5) Should you treat a situation wi ) 1t
; with levit ’
regarding it with ‘ W (v, you are

@. grave seriousness,
b. frivolous gaiety.
¢. indifference.

Answers:  1—b; 2—a; 3~—¢; 4—c; 5—b.

i}l} You l(rimybnot ;yet] have a full and clear understanding of all
ese words, but it will still be good practice to t
to the proper definition, » 1 o i each one

1. a silencing
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9. bitterness of speech ‘

3. a way or condition that seems blocked

4, a thing unnaturally distorted

]

5. lack of seriousness

Answers: 1—quietus; 2—acrimony; 3—impasse; 4—monstros-
ity; 5—levity.

IIL. The 5 words are grouped again below with their order
changed and two of them are repeated with different descriptive
phrases just to confuse you!

1. a way or condition that seems impassable
9. bitterness of temper

3. s thing like a monster

4. lack of seriousness

5. the act of quieting

6. trifling thoughtléssness

T

7. sharpness of language

Answers: 1—impasse; 2—acrimony; 3—monstrosity ; 4—levity;
5—quietus; 6—levity; 7—acrimony.

IV. Can you fill out a sentence with these words?

1. Let us not treat this serious situation with

9. T thought that that particular piece of hideous furniture she
“had was a .

3. The parties to the treaty had reached an and a

solution to the dilemma seemed hopeless.

of her tongue.

4. He began to resent the

5. The boss put a on his employee’s ambitious plans.

Nouns “e thenlolget 14'5
14.”81061 8! 1 Ie V lt} ’ 2 monStIOSlt) ’ 3 lmpasser 4' &cnmmu
’

. L t S hst t e ext 8 rd W p
v e ]I, n wordas lth ‘}]Ie" ron C] 10
un la-t ns and use

// (1) BaTHOS—bay'thoss
(2) ruck—ruck
(3) ENORMITY—¢ norm/ ti
(4) srorc—sta’ik
(5) MALEVOLENCE—m3 lev’s lense
(6) caANT—cant;
(") cupiprry—ci pid‘i ti
(8) AFFRONT—4 front’

1. The play b : ’ ‘ :
mandlin b athg; . egan as high romance but ended on a note of

2 Ambitious A
mankind, young people struggle to get out of the ruck of

3. Not until the crime had b | mmi i
realize the cnormity of it. on setually oo fod did T

4. He was as impassive as a stoic when he met his end.
5. He witnessed the brutal malevolence of the barbarians

6. His word
o 8 sounded eloquent, but at heart they were empty

7. He was poor but humble and had no cuptdity in his heart

8. I considered his i : .
affront. remark insulting and I was incensed at the

V1. Several of these are som
ewhat unusual i
ll:ard for you to check the choices presentedwl,)(gg:vand e b
aps the best way to reach an understanding of tl,l

but it is per-
eir meanings,
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1. If a story closes on a note of bathos, it ends with

a. an insincere expression of sadness,
b. a note of uplift.
¢. bitter tragedy.

2. I you are trying to free yourself from the common ruck,

a. you are cheapening yourself.

b. you are snobbish. ]

c. zou are ambitious and are struggling to stand out from
the common herd.

3. I you are appalled at the enormiiy of an offense, you are
shocked at its

a. suddenness.
b. wickedness,
¢. stupidity.

4. When you say that a man is a stoic in the face of pain,

a. you are referring fo his cowardice. .

b }}/’ou are commenting on his calmness and his apparent
indifference to suffering. ]

¢. you are thinking of his physical strength.

5. People who are filled with malevolence are

a. merciful and kindly. ) ]
b. unusually generous with t‘hfelr money.
¢c. spiteful and of evil disposition.

6. The whole spiritual atmosphere of today is saturated with
cant. It is filled with

@. radiant hope.
b. insincere talk,
¢. boundless faith.

7. His riches excited the cuptdsty of many people,

a. He was admired.
b. He was ~riticized.
¢. He was envied.
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8. When 8 man gives you an affront,

@. you thank him for it.
b. you refuse it,
¢. you are insulted by it.

Answers: 1—aq; 2—¢; 3—b; 4—b; 5—¢; 6—b; 7—c¢; 8—e.

VIL. At this point we will bring in the definitions of the 13 words

that you have just covered. Better pronounce them out loud for
practice,

(1) quizrus: Evedtually from the Latin quies, “quiet,” hence a
complete silencing of something; a check on. activity.

(2) acrmaony: Again we turn to the Latin acrimonia, “sharp-

ness,” for our word; hence, sharpness of speech, writing,
OF manner,

(3) mpassE: A French loan word meaning a “dead end”; a con-

dition that cannot be resolved or gotten around; 2 com-
plete block, :

(4) mMonsTROSITY: A thing unnaturally distorted ; & malforma-

tion; an abnormal form. Originally from the Latin

monsiruosus which meant “strange,” “singular,” “in-
credible,”

(5) LevirY: Lack of mental gravity; trifling thoughtlessness;
frivolous gaiety; light-mindedness. The germ of the idea
is in the Latin term levitas, “trifling.”

(8) BarmOs: A ridiculous descent from the sublime and lofty to
the commonplace. This matter of “going to the depths” is

inferred in the Greek parent word bathos, which meant
‘ldeep.)i

(7) ruck: The common herd; the crowd of ordinary people who

are out of the running. It is related to the Norwegian word
ruka, “crowd.”

(8) ENORMITY: Great wickedness; atrocity; depravity; enormous
and monstrous sin. Latin enormsis, “unusual.”
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: ek philosopher, foundefi 8 school of
@ ST%It(;;'ch;Ill:z’ bt:;lee‘\?efle thel()iuty ofa wi_se man is in t‘cﬁzlm a;)rﬁ
unperturbed submission to the div1.ne-_ w111 Wi t:s our
. ed word means a person who is indifferent g >
::111(‘): t)r pain; one who is entirely _self-cont.rolled and r
presses all feeling.
i atin malevolens, from male,
ao MA‘I“E‘{OE;ENC:;%“g::{‘;E: }::nlc; so malevolence is the .cl.lar-
etv;:" ofai:laving ‘:evil wishes” concerning others; malicious
:;iteﬁﬂness; ill will; a wish to injure. "
. Insincere statements about religion a.nd. mofl‘ahis’;
an CAN;‘ of empty piety having no real meaning. -
goz:sesfrom the Latin cantus, “song,” and refers to the
singsong chant of beggars asking alms: . .
ry: We find it in Latin as cupiditas, from czz)e;
@ wﬁ:il;sirt;”' but our English word took' on 'thet:t:-:,v%n .
meaning’of morbid desire; avarice; an inordinate ¢!

for wealth; greed.

. . ‘onal
i indignity; an act of intentiona

. An open insult and indigni ;
@ AI‘.(n{ni;l,(:‘eNs’II‘Jeci:; rll)xde treatment. Affront traces to the Latin

phrase ad frons, “‘to the front” and suggests that an affront |

is given right to your face.

is point. Set down, if you
i d be helpful at this point.
VIH'tlﬁa r:::::;:l‘l)zlzl of these 13 words after each synonym Of
can, |

synonymous phrase:

1. a person who represses his feelings —
9. & horrid crime .___.—-—-
8. insincere talk ___1.___
4. an anticlimax —_—
5. malicious hgaﬁlity —_—
god .

7. an insult _—
‘8. sharpnesé of manner e

F
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9. lack of proper seriousness
10. a complete blockage
11. a quieting

149

12. an abnormal form

13. the common herd

_-....Am@rsg»«}cstoic';‘%?-enormity; 3—cant; 4—bathos; 5—ma-
levolence; 6—cupidity; 7—affront; 8—acrimony; 9—

levity; 10~impasse; 11—quietus; 12—monstrosity;
13—ruck.

Once you make these words Your very own you will be sur-

prised how often you will meet them in your daily reading,
And don’t think that those who use them—that those who
can always pick the right word for the right occasion—
were born with this ability. They probably even had no

natural aptitude. They were just smart enough to know
that a poor vocabulary is a cruel and unnecessary handicap
and they found that it was so eagy to overcome it.

How strong an influence in well-
placed words! CHAPMAN

26. Nouns of Sorrow and Suﬂ'erin—g

THERE IS a beauty and there
longuage that almost transcen
they can be had for no
why not become 2 milli

are riches in the English
d the imagination. And
t much more than the agking. So
onaire in the field of words?

Many people wish to succeed, but they have never
thought out precisely what they want to succeed in. They

haven’t picked owt-a definite goal. So why not make up
your mind that Wolzé\afe now your goal? .
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heirs to the greatest

ricans are fortunate. We are eate

of Vg]f éfgeuages. A foreigner has t? go fby sloevz,h czzﬁﬁhvl‘grg
tary simples of a speec:

steps to learn the elemen os of 2 speech thas

. What a challenge that s to us
alr’lé‘i‘ge 1?;1?; English word for almost ev?ry (&cc?,s;m; ;3
‘ shade of sufierin

i humans troubled? Eafzh 8 ;

ilcf)iz.'ojv}vr?;\as o term to describe it. Here are a few sample

colors from the palette of our language.

1. In each line that follows are exactly two words of ?Enlz.g
n;eanings 8 key word that we will study and one other. Try
g9, ‘

locate them. . s
1. (a) suffering (b) tribulation (¢) stupidity (d) stubbornnes
(e) selfishness -
2. (s) determination (b) despair (¢) stupor (d) ignorance
(e) stupefaction
8. (2) mayhem (b) curses (c) unconsciousness (d) death
. (e) injury
4. (a) destruction (b) perdition (¢) weakness (d) dullness
(e) failure )
5. (a) dirt (b) fear (c) squalor (d) nonsense (¢) humility
8. (2) miserliness (b) confusion (¢) turbulence (d) hopelessness
. (e) wickedness . .
7. (a) poverty (b) penury (¢) stinginess (d) starvation (e) hate
8. (a) presentiment (b) sickness (c) greed (d) foreboding (e) filth
9. (2) shame (b) wickedness (c) danger (d) ignorance (e) ex-
tremity '
10. (a) failure (b) throes (c) rage (d) agony (e) sickness

Answers:  1—azh; 2—c:e; 3—aze; 4—q:b; 5—a:c; 6—bie; 7—a:b;
8—a:d; 9—cie; 10—b:d.

in twister, and if you failed
i have proved to be a brain
gi‘ szzls‘a,lllLl sfy the pairs you will have had plenty of company. Buf

|
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we are past the halfway mark in this book and you sre better
prepared for such a hard test than you would have been at the
beginning. If we put these words in sentences it will help to clarify
their meanings. Before you read them perhaps you had better
review your mistakes, if any, in Section I.

(1) In this time of our tribulation you have shown compassion,
which is the mark of a good neighbor,

(2) Thesudden shock left him in a state of complete stupefaction.

(3) The author, who is abroad, probably hasn’t seen the mayhem
committed by Hollywood on his boolk.

(4) AllIcan say is that that boy is going on the way to perdition.

(6) The millions of people who have come out of the squalor of
our slums will never return to it,

(6) She captures in her writing the fever and furbulence of men’s
emotions. :

(7) So much of India is still a land of penury and woa,
(8) They had a faint, far-off presentiment of impending disaster.

(9) It was in the days when England was in her most dire
extremsty. '

(10) Our nation is in the throes of war. .

. AN
ITI. If some words were strangers to you, their meanings are now
more sharp. But a few of these terms overlap and it will be neces-

sary to define them in order that they may become your
possessions, .

(1) TRIBULATION (trib @ lay’shun)-—A condition of affliction and
distress; suffering; also that which causes it.

(2) sTopErFACTION (8tiN pé fak’shun)—A
whelmed state; a deadened and
dazed and senseless state,

stunned and over-
blunted eondition; a

(3) MaYEEM (may'hem)—A willful disfiguring of the body; a

meaiming; by extension, any injury to a person or thing
that lessens its use. ‘ .
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—_— i isery or eternal death as
4) prreITION (pur dish’un)—Future misery or e
@ the condition of the wicked; hell; utter loss and destruc-
tion; ruin. ‘
‘f5) squALor (skwol'ury—The filth of shiftless poverty; misery
- and neglected dirt.

(6) TorBULENCE (tur'bl lense)—The state or condition of being
violently disturbed, restless, or confused.

(7) PENURY (pen'ti ri)—Extreme poverty or want; indigence;
destitution.

- (8) PrESENTIMENT (pri zen’ti ment)—A foreboding; & prophetic
gense of coming misfortune.

(9) ExTREMITY {ex trem’l ti)—Desperate distress .or need;
extreme peril.

(10) THROES (throze)—Agony; anguish; violent pangs or pains..

1V. You can see that there are some rat.her nice distinctlox}s ble-
tween these words. Tribulation, extremz.ty, and tkroea all 1m§ y
suffering in varying degrees. Tribulation is sl}ﬁermg ina br:ﬁ er
sense and usually covers a longer period of time tha-.n the. 0 318.
We can speak of a life of tribulation ?r of the mbulatslt:fn t( e
gufferings and oppression) of the Jewish race tl.lrough ;: oryf;
Extremsty is the highest point in distres.s and often 1mphes§ re:;e
peril and possible disaster or death. With throcfa we havg tb?rb s;.l %
of anguish and agony compa.ra_ble to the pains of child
i ord often refers.

Whg;z:llol: :.:ld (zi)enury are also close in mea..nin-g. Penury, howevzl";
applies only to extreme poverty and destitution. Sgual;rli t’z:sfy
have seen, identifies the sordid misery and filth that results from
shiftless poverty. So each of these words deserves a niche in our

vocabulary. .

; V. Can you recall the words?

. 1. a dazed condition -
2. bodily mutilation ‘ M
3..a vague sense of coming danger pr—————

Nouns of Negation and Destruction 153

4. utter destruction ' pe—

b. the filth of poverty a—

6. desperate distress and peril ex

7. a disturbed state of confusion /"‘ o

8. violent pangs and pains “th
9. a condition of affliction and distress tr.
10. extremé poverty p

Answers: 1—-stupefa§ction; Z—mayhem; 8—presentiment; 4—
perdition; 5—squalor; 6—extremity; 7—turbulence;
8—throes; 9—tribulation; 10—penury.

You are gradually gaining power over words and you are
adding words of power to your vocabulary. And all this
can lead to a great reward. Successful men differ widely
in their talents, but one skill they all have in common and
that is & supreme mastery in the field of words.

Words are the signs of ideas.
SAMUEL JOHNSON

27. Nouns of Negation and Destruction

THE AVERAGE articulate person who mixes-with people
and who leads & normally active life will say 30,000 or more
words a day. You, yourself, would be surprised at your
own word-output if you ever counted it.

These words you speak are revealing you to us, your
listeners. We are judging your personality, your character,
your ability, your level of intelligence. As soon as you
speak we are beginning to pigeonhole you. So this word

study you are doing can be of high personal importance
to you. . '
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Remember, the word dumb was once used only to mean
someone who couldn’t talk. But people gradually formed
their own opinion about people who couldn’t talk, and as
a result our word dumb grew to mean “‘stupid.” Those who
have gained & command over language usually have a
command over men.

power and destructive force.

(1) morocaust (hol’s cost)—In ancient days the Greeks made
sacrificial offerings of animals that were burnt whole or
wholly consumed. Their word for this rite was holokaustos
(holos, “whole,” and kaustos, “burnt”) which entered
English as holocaust and first meant wide destruction by
fire and eword as in war. It still means that, but more
generally it refers to a fire disaster, especially one in which
humans are burned, or it can even mean any wholesale
destruction. .

(2) carnaan (car'ni])—Here is & similar word that means an
extensive and bloody slaughter, a wholesale massacre,
without the involvement of fire. This term came to us
through Italian and French from the Latin carnalis, from
caro, “flesh,” Several other English words derive from
this Latin source. A man, for instance, with carnal desires
bas gross and “fleshly” appetites. And there are varieties
of the carnation that are ‘“flesh-colored.”

(3) »EPRE®RATIONS (dep 13 day’shuns)—The Latin source, de-
il predatus, splits up into de, “thoroughly,” and prada,
“prey,” hence it is easy to understand why the English

word means “acts of plundering and ravaging.”

(4) usurpATION (fi sur pay’shun)—The original source of this
' word is found in the Latin usurpo, “to appropriate unlaw-
fully.” Our English noun refers to the act of geizing or
holding without right or legal authority; unlawful seisure

of power or position. .
(5) TRAVESTY (trav’es ti)—A fairly simple word with a rather
complicated but logical history. In French “the word
_ travests means “disguised.” This originally was made up

v '//
s

1. Now we come upon another group of words of almost savage
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of i
Wizge ‘f;attlrxz gtx;s lframr, “over,” and vestso, “to clothe,”
it brave 43 come to signify a burl :
caricature; a parody; an absurd distortion—the:zuiz 0;'
¢

us J
8erio Sub eCt 18 dlessed over 80 as !IO Iﬂnder !t

6 -
(6) canarp (ki nahrd’)—A French word that means a “duck”

1"
or “drake,” but can also, in a colloquial French ph
rase,

mean “a hoax.” This i
.” This is the sense in which we have taken

‘ vented to deceive the pub;liz(:f1 sbeurd piece of gousp fn-
(7) Prasco (fee 88'k6)—An Italian w
a bottle of wine ean break and
borrowed the word, we used it

plete and humiliating failyre
pretentious venture, ,

(8) ANATHEMA (i nath’s
/  thesame spelling a
chureh, anathema

ord for a bottle of wine, but
that may be why, when we
to re-fer to a crash, & com-
especially of & play or any

muh)—Straight from the Greek with
nd the same meaning, “a curse.” In the

is the greater ex icati
e 5 communicatio,
unced by ecclesiastica] authority upon worst off:ng::;

only; with laymen the w.
" ord can mean anythi i
by soeial usage; any \object of loathing, yEing forbidden

TRUCU LEN CE tmk u lense) Sa vageness Oi chal a.¢ tel or be-
g
ha’ Vior or a'spe‘:t' La' tln t’ ucule’ u us’ ﬁeI ce

(10) NEMESS (nem’s 8i8)—We end the list with the name of th
; e
- In English the word nemests

brought aber® ) i retribution; downfa])
¢ Y Just punishm,
thing that inflicts retribution, % oF someona of some-

7/

IIiL The meanings of two or three
. ttle fuzzy and woolly in your min
into sentences they will become m

of these words may yet ba g
d. If you will try to put them
ore clear,

1. Twenty years ago collective

e ‘ . bargaining wag the business-

2. Once - the fi i ind :
re started the high wind turned it into g
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irculated which particulaﬂy en- Answers: l——canar.d; 2—fiasco; 3—holocaust; 4—T—nemesis; 5—
3. A base C——— was clreuld depredations; 6—carnage; 7—usurpation; 8—trucu-
raged him. , ] v o your lence; 9—travesty; 10-—anathema,
. success but laziness may :
4. You wish to be & IV. It will be good practice to say the words out loud and to
n— ) think of ‘their meanings at the same time.
5. The play was & ifraglc f—;—::ﬂital'y purpose could justify 1. holocaust 6. canard
6. The general realized that . 2. carnage 7. fiasco
further ¢  wemton unchecked.

v, After the revolution the d
8. He had an offensive t——m-— of manner.

a federal
There are those who claim t,hat.t;here has been
uj;____ of the powers of the states.

3. depredations 8. anathema

4. usurpation 9. truculence

5. travesty 10. nemesis

. 4 on justice. Don’t think that you are learning a lot of obscure words.
10. The court’s decision was & g Even many small abridged dictionaries have all the words
1 +: 3—canard; 4—nemesis; that appear in this chapter. But, on the other hand, you
1—anathema; 2—holo.aust;

. - 't find these expressive and dynamic terms in a
d tions; 8—trucy won't y

5—findco; 6—carnage; 7 epreda mediocre vocabulary,

1 ce.sgciusurpation; 10—travesty.

ence, .

Answers:

)L d C| f g : g
WO (1 0es en h ()i l}lle ()ll()w“] Sell‘,ences b]m I,O nlmdi

ound.  ———
1. What a silly story that was to spread 8x We rule men with words,

9, The play folded after two days. - NAFOLEON
) . today. -
3. There was & disastrous fire ] 28. Nouns We Should Remember
4. He got his just deserts. ores were YOU SHOULD easi.ly learn the words in ost of these
5. During the revolution in Cuba the s ———  chapters in one evening. But in the present one you will
* Ul pundered. be faced with a heavier project. Possibly by now, at the
, —1 end of your fourth week
8. A bloody slaughter took place.

€ » you will be ready for it. If not,
4 1t may be best to review this chapter once or twice at a
later period when you have leisure.

.It. will ben encouraging to keep in mind that you are
gaming a rich vocabulary, and a rich vocabulary is a
magic key that can open up a

new world of understanding,
| — of competent thinking, )
" 10. X loathe liars.

7. The dictator seized power.
8. He is a rude and ruthless man.

9. 1t was an amusing takeoff.

of increased power.

a
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 There will be 22 words in all, and we will deal with
them in four groups.

1. The first group of b words will hear watching, as they all
delineate doers of evil, and their meanings are easily confused.

(1) The MISCREANT (mis'kré unt) who is a villain in all ways.

. (2) The PANPERER (pan’dur ur) who ministers to the base desires
of others, usually to gain his own ends.

(3) The LIBERTINE (lib'ur teen) who gives free rein to his
appetites.

(4) The CHARLATAN (shahrluh tun) who is an impostor and
quack.

(5) The. APosTATE (& pos‘tate) who deserts his faith or religion.

IL. We are now considering rather fine distinctions in the way of
meanings. We can gain a better grasp of these words if they
appear in sentences.

1. His fate may serve other miscreants with the reminder that
base and depraved people are punished and that the wages of sin

is death.

9. Such politicians are panderers who climbed to power by
appealing to the basest passions of the masses.

3. The licentiousness of the stage and the immorality of the |

eourt eircles formed an era that was a heyday for the lsberiine.

4. This conscienceless charlatan made a fortune out of a fake
cure-all.

5. They ranked _hini as a renegade and an apostate from the
Democratic Party. .

. TIL. Will this brief introduction enable you to recall the words?
Try anyhow to place the proper word after each phrase. Refer to
the previous section if you need to.
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1. an evildoer

2. one who furthers the illicit acts of others for his

own profit p.
3. one who does not restrain his appetite r—
4. a faker
e—.
5. a deserter from a cause, religion, or party a

Answers: 1—miscreant; 2— .
. ; 2—panderer; 3—libertine; 4 .
tan; 5—apostate. ' ertine; 4—charla-

IV. Here are statement: .
mark “true” or “fals:_" s about these 5 words that you are to

1. A msscreant is one who deserts his religion, True False
2. A panderer caters to the low desires of others, True False
3. The lsbertine indulges his own carnal appetites, True False
4. A charlatan goes back on his faith. " True Falss
6. An apostate is a thief. True False

Answers: 1—TFalse; 2—True; 3—True; 4—False; 5—False,

V. In this section we will i
. introd .
different meanings. uce 5 more words of widely

(4)] pLETHonA——pléth'o ruh

B _A%) rETRIBUTION-—TeH 11 bE’shun- -
(3) AsPERITY—as péri ti
(4) arTrITION-—2} trish’un

(5) occuLr—b.kult’

. VI. Don’t be afraid of these words if you haven’t met them

befqre. Once a:cquaint.ed with them you will come upon them
;Lglalun ?,nd again. We sqggest that you firSt concentrate on the
ollowing questions and try to answer thera in-your own mind
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(1) When there is a plethora of wheat in the country have the
crops been too small or too large?

(2) If a man has done wrong and has received refribution for his
act, what has happened to him?

(3) If someone should speak to y_oui with s touch of aspersty in his
voice, is he in a temper?

(4) The newspaper says that victory was gained by the attrstion
of the enemy’s forces. What other word or words could you
use in place of altrition?

(6) A person is said to have occult powers. What would these be?

VII. The sentences that follow will give you a clue to the answers
to the above questions, although when you have finished you may
still be in doubt about one or two.

1. The low returns f)aid to owners of government securities
were due to a plethora of gold.

9. When you do an undeserved injury to someone you are
inviting retrsbution. '

3. His temper was rising and there was a touch of aspersly in
his voice.

4. Our constant sinking of their submarines led to the progres-
give attrition of their naval power.

5. She had weird and ghostly powers and was said to possess a |

knowledge of the occult.

VIII. Can you make & proper pairing of words and definitions?
The order is changed.

1. A gradual wearing away; wearing down, as of

resources, by continual slight impairment . —

2. Something that is mysterious and supernatural = O——o
3. Hastiness or sharpness of temper; severity;

 irritability; acrimony - N
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4. Superabundance; excess; excessive supply;
oversupply : P.

5. Punishment for wrong deeds; requital for evil;
deserved punishment; return for evil done T

Answers: 1—attrition; 2—occult; 3—asperity ; 4—plethora; 5—
retribution.

IX. The ne':'zt assignment will take a little thought. Each phrase is
the approximate oppossite in meaning to what one of the above
words? Again the order of the words is different.

1. too little
2. soft speech
3. the natural and normal
4. absence of all punishment
5. no wear and tear
Answers: 1—plethora; 2—asperity; 3—occult; 4—retribution;
5—attrition, '
X. Now we will take up 6 new nouns with their pronunciations,
(1) PrrTANCE—DIit'unse
(2) INTRICACIES—in’tri kil seez
(3) EFFULGENCE—E fiil'jense
(4) perEcrion—de fek’shun

(5) PANPEMONIUM—pan de md’ni um
(6) corossus—ko 16sus

X1, You are to be questioned on these words:

1. W'hen a person receives a pittance for his work is he being
well paid or poorly paid?

2. When a subject is full of sniricacies is it simple or com-
plicated? '
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3. If we speak of the eﬁul{;em of the stars are we saying that
they are bright or dull?

4. When there is defectioh from a political party what is
happening?

5. Should there be pandeménium in a public square is the place
noisy or quiet?

6. When we speak of a bridge as a colossus do we mean that it is
large or small?

XII. The meanings of some of the unfamiliar words have
probably begun to reveal themselves. They will be clearer yet if
the words are seen in sentences.

1. If they receive any compensation whatsoever it should be no
more than a pstlance.

2. He was deep in the sntricacies of his income tax figures. -

3. The shop windows glowed with brightness. Nothing I have
. ever seen could compare with their effulgence.

4. There was great unrest among the men and even defection
from their ranks.

5. His name was proposed at the convention and the place was
immediately & pandemontum. '

6. Russia i the new colossus that bestrides the continent of
Europe. -
XIII. Fit the word to the definition. If necessary, reread Section
X1I for help.

1. Desertion; abandonment of allegiance or duty

2. Complexities; complications; perplexing and
involved states; difficult details

3, Radiance; splendor‘; beaming brightness;
diffusion of light

4. Any place remarkable for disorder and uproar;
a fiendish and riotous confusion

- - T o e i

Nouns We Shogld Remember 163

5. A meagre allowance or dole; a very small
portion; a small payment

. 6. Anything of gigantic size

Answers: l—deft.action; 2—intricacies; 3—effulgence; 4—pan-
demonium; 5—pittance; 6—colossus.

XIV. Can you recall the words?
1. a very small payment
2. complications
3. beaming brightness
4. desertion
5. a wild uproar
6. gigantic size

Answers: 1.—~pittance; 2—intricacies; 3—effulgence; 4—defec-
tion; 5—pandemonium; 6—colossus,

XV. Now we come to the final .
: . group of 6 nouns to
in this chapter. P be considered

(1) TorrPoR—tor'pur -
)] EFFRONTERY—& frﬁnt’ur i
(3) LACKEY—lak’i ,
~ (4) rvour—Ilowt
(5) MABLSTROM—male’strum

(6) aviorry— vid4 i

XVI. If these are in sentences the meanings will begin to take

shape. '

1. The shock had left her in an almost deathlike torpor,

no%dge ha‘fi, the effrontery to tell me what I could and could .
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3. f[e gerves his boss without dignity, like a lackey and a slave,
4. He is crude, clownish, stupid, a full-fledged lout.
5. He was caught in the maelstrom of passions, .
6. They were starved and they wolfed the food with sta,rthngi
avsdily.
XVII. Here are the definitions.
(1) Torpor: suspended animation or vitality; apathy; sluggish-
ness; stupor. ‘
(2) EFFROMERY: shameless boldness; impudence,
(3) LACKEY: a footman; hence, a servile attendant; & menial; a
clownish follower.
(4) rouT: an awkwarq, ill-mannered, ungainly fellow; an iﬂ-b;ed
. country bumpkin,

” hirlpool; hence, any
ont: & great and tumultuous w .
® mv?il:ls;:;readinggr influence or restless movement -that is

violent,

(6) AvimrTy: greed; eager desire.
» three choices. Pick the word

. After each of the 6 words are t : 3
ﬁ?gm, A, B, or C, that you think is nearest in meaning to the
key word. _ .
(1) Torror—A: sadness. B: stupor. C: an insulting manner.
(2) EFrroNTERY—A: pride. B: awkwardness. C: shameless

boldness. } ’ ‘1
3) mbKEY—A£ -3 servﬂe attendant. B: a lazy person. C: a fool,
(4) Lour—A: a greedy person. B: a vain person. C: an ill-

mannered person. .

(5) MAELBT'ROM——A‘: restlessness. B: tumultuous whirlpool.
. C: widespreading,.

o
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(6) aviprry—A: overbearing pride. B: eager desire, C; laziness,

Answers: 1—B 3 2—C; 3—A; 4—C; 5—B.

XIX, Can you recall the words?
1. a slavish follower

2. sluggishiiess _—
3. greed —
4. a stupid boor —_—
5. like a wliirlpbol —_—
6. impudence ——

Answers: 1—lackey; 2—torpor;

B3—avidity; 4—lout; 5—~mael-
strom; 6—effrontery.

XX, ’Ijhe story behind a word, the romantie history that tells us
Wherei 1t came from, almost always throws a new light on the
meaning. We will take up the derivations of 19 of the words we

have fust covered, Three histories are omitted because they are
not interesting, )

MISCREANTS: From the Old French word mescreant which meant
“unbeliaving.” It was originaH{yLa-religious term visited upon
unbelievers or non-Christians who, in the eyes of that day, were
vile people. Hence our modern meaning of “evildoers,”

PANBERER: A panderer is 8 “go-between in illicit love affairs,” The-
word comes from Pandarus, the name of a Greek in Homer's
Iliad who obtained the girl, Chryseis, for the pleasure of the
king of Troy. Now s panderer is more generally “a person who

ministers to the base appetites of others for his own benefit or
profit,” : .

UBERTINE: In Latiy the parent term lberfinus meant g
man.” With us a libertsne
freedom and has ne moraf

; “freed-
is “one who takes advantage of hig
restraints.” -
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is fake medi-
t be a fast talker to sell his fa!
e the Dutch term guacksalver,

dle his wares; and charlatan
“babble.” So the

166

LATAN: A quac
cnéilltles. So quack is & clipped form of
one who “quacks’ like a duck to ped dlo his w
comes through French from t‘he Itahax'x cm,r" a,
basis of fakery seems to be ‘fast talking.
eans “stand away from.”

avosTATE: From a Greek word that mbe g

And one who deserts his faith can
from it. )

pLETHORA: Its Greek ancestor plethos, “fullness,” suggests our
meaning of “superabundance.”

RETRIBU TION: In La' tln 1 et1 "b %0 MEeans to ps‘y ba'Ck' O ur Engllsh
WOl‘d means tlo pa-y back an mnj ur 9 tlhatt h&s been done tO us.

: I ”
ASPERITY: Right from the Latin aspertas, ! harshness.

i “ i " iy direct from the
arTRITION: Our mesning of “wearing away

Latin atfritus, “rubbed away.”

i i ‘ nin
o Latin word occultus, “hidden,” gives us our meaning

e powers, “something hidden.”

of mysterious and supernatural
] ”
inrrIcacies: The Latin intricatus, “entangled.
H ”
EFFULGENCE: From the Latin effulgeo, “‘to shine forth.”

pEFECTION: Identical in meaning with the Latin term defectio,
#g, desertion.”

ing | t Milton Pandemonsum
~nrom: According to the poe D
Myl;t}g:da(;ly “51] demons™) was the palace of Sati.an in Hell. We us¢
{t as a word to describe wild disorder.

' huge bronge statue that
g: The Colossus of Rhodes was &
Co:tooso?:,stride the ancient harbor some .240(.) years ago. We ust
the word to deseribe anything of awe-inspiring size.

3 3 3 b

rorpoRr: Taken directly from the Lapm and meaning “dullness
and “sluggishness” in both languages.

3 k!

EFFRONTERY: From a Latin combination meaning “out front.

Hence, ¢ffrontery is impudence right in

“front”’ of your face
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MAELSTROM: This is the name of a-famous whirlpool off ‘the
Norwegian coast, and hence means with us g violent and rest-
less movement and confusion.”

aviprry: The English meaning of “greed” or “eager desire” is
identical with the Latin word aviditas.

You have come to the end of the working part of thig
chapter, but I want to tack on an addendum of terms that
could hardly be omitted from a book of power words.
Please don’t try to learn them now or you will find your-
self overburdened. Merely read them over as a matter of
interest. We will take them up and discuss them briefly
and informally, and you can review them at your leisure.
Here they are: :

There are many ezactions that go with an important
job—that is, many requirements and pressing demands.

Obduracy is obstinacy, stubbornness.

Profanation is the act of abusing or dishonoring things
that are considered sacred.

Provocation is an act or cause that stirs anger, as: “It is
true that I struck him but he gave me great provocation.”

And strictures are severe criticisms. We can say: “They
resented the strictures that he laid upon their actions.”

You may possibly feel that the words you have had in
this chapter belong more aptly in the world of books.
But these words and the other terms that appear in this
volume are not merely the literary tools of professional
writers.

The study of words in general is a. practicil business.
All the affairs of life are carried on by words. All of our
thinking is done with words. All the knowledge of the
past has been passed on to us in the medium of words.
Beyond this, a mastery of words is not only the best
single indication of intelligence but it is also the most
accurate prediction of success in many fields. A man who
commands - words can usually get a job even if'he can’
keep it. And & girl who is a really good conversationalist
is rarely lacking in dates. AR v




SECOND TEST

A Test for You on Your Nouns

LET'S SEE how well you have done with your nouns.
Like the verbs these sample ROUDS have been chogen in
such a fashion that the results will show you what your

progress has been.

I. We will take them in groups of 10. Here is the first group.

1. tenacity 6. efficacy

adulation 7. truculence

compunction 8. martinet

2.

3.

4. mendacity 9. levity
5.

antipathy 10. nostalgia

i i in the first column below.
¥1. I will describe each of these words in :
‘Write down in each case the word that you think most nearly fits
the description. The order is changed. .

1. lightness of humor

2. lying

3. extravagant praise
168
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dogged persistence

savage behavior

a feeling of dislike

4.
5.
6. homesickness
7.
8.

power and efficiency
9. remorseful 'feelings

10. a strict disciplinarian

‘ Answers: 1—levity; 2—rmendacity ; 3-—~adulation; 4—tenacity:

5—truculence; 6—nostalgia; 7-—antipathy; 8—effi-
cacy; 9—compunction; 10—martinet,

ITI. Please fit these 10 words into these sentences,

(1) Never fear. He will carry the plan through. He isa man with
great |

(2) Some people enjoy musical comedies but I havean
for them.

(8) He will succeed. He is g hard worker and has an extra-
ordinary —— of purpose.

(4) He deserved a reprimand but it was cruel to attack him with
such .

(5) There were periods of great loneliness in this far-off land
when she was swept by waves of

(6) To him this great statesman was alimost g god and he looked
up to him with N

(7) This subject is too serious and too important to treat
with

8) Heis a lazy worker and I have not the slightest
about discharging him. :

(9) He is notorious for his and no one can trust him,

(10) The teacher was severe and strict—a true
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170 Six Weeks to Words of Power (10) A man has great wealth. .
ficacy; 2—antipathy; 3—tenacity; 4—truc- Moo manof —
Answers: . 1—e c 5¥Lnostalgi3' 6-—adulation; 7—levity; 8— .
ulence; ] 1;1 dacity; 10—martinet. Answers: 1—masochist; 2—malefactor; 3~termag&nt; 4—lout;
compunction; 9-—me ! , 5—laggard; 6—dudgeon; 7—assiduity; 8—derelic-
IV. Now to test you similarly on a second group of 10 nouns. tions; 9—rapacity; 10—affluence.
1. malefactor 6. affluence VI. We will finish with g similar test on another list of 10 nouns
2. laggard 7. assiduity 1. acrimony 6. canard
3. tormagant 8. dudgeon 2. mayhem 7. accolade
4. masochict 9. derelictions 3. umbrage | 8. miscreant
) 10 acity 4. presentiment 9. plethora
e . rapacy
5. lout . ‘ 5. holocaust 10. turpitude
o d after each
: to write in the correct wor
V.1 am going to B‘Zk you VII. On this occasion you will be met with another type of test. A
descriptive sentence. _ dominated. statement will be made about each word and you are to tell
(1) He finds pleasure in being sbused or dowgatec, | 2R it is true or false,
' (1) Acrémony has to do with kindness, True False
(2) He is a doer of evil. Heis 8 (2) Mayhem is an offense causing a disabling
mutilation of the body. True Falge
: 1d. . ‘
(3) She is & common sco Sheis g —— (3) Umbrage is resentment, True False
@ He/ is & stapid oaf. Hoisa (4) Presentiment is a prophetic sense of danger. True False
, (5) A holocaust is a feast of celebration, True False
(5) He is always falling behind. Heis 8 e (6) A canardis a made-up sensational story, True False
- (7) An accolade is a false accusation, True False
is in a hi mper. . .
(6) A manisina hig Heisina - (8) A miscreant is a rascal, ' True False
(7) A man is known for his close and coilzim.lous neflort. (9) A plethora is an oversupply. True Fake
: i ity is cal —————a
This quality (10) Turpstude is inherent wickedness, True False
Vs .

(8) A man neglects his duties. Ho has committed

Answers; 1—False; 2—True ; 8—True; 4—True; 5—False; 6—

o ing for gain. True; 7—False; 8—True ; 9—True; 10—True.
(9) A man is greedy and gra,spmgHe is noted for his — .

1
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VIII. Let’s place the 10 nouns in sentences.
1. He was worried because he had a _______ of disaster,

that they were spreading

2. Hedenied the scandalous .
about him.

3. He went to jail for the erime of — sinee his victim
was too badly injured even to return to his. job.
4. He took —_____ at the insult. FOURT H
INTER MIES
SION

5. He'sa —_ whoisalways up to some kind of villainoug
wischief,

6. The ground is drenched as we have certainly bad a
of rain this year. '

7. She was severe and sarcastic and her tongue was acid

A Worg Misceuany 2
i

with . __, .
, IN ONE WAY this jsp*

) . N , IS 1sn’t : s . ;

8. The building was gutted by a fiery . But it ghould be an amusinag f)r;: éﬁff T mxssi)on_ It’s a test

; may be a relief from

9. They gavean . o the winning athlete. ' € Ones you havye been fa cing

10. He was a congenital sinner whose life was filled with

Answers:  1—presentiment; 2—canard; 3—mayhem; 4—umn.
brage; 5—miscreant; 6—plethora; 7—acrimony; 8—

holocaust; 9—accolade; 10—turpitude. What do YOU mean whep

blonde hag lEmopi, You .83y that th
vid eyey? 8t love]
and unryffieg o whﬁt ; Are they clear or watery op calni

hat wag 5 furid erj
o Crime, wagp’s it? L
3 s g, 5 0 . Wl IS L
. “ime, and w i g L Chime
1t several colorg? Or hass:»i 20228 color.of 8 livid gear? O is

These 30 nouns are difficult ones and 22 correct answery
would be excellent; 18 very good. ‘

' Speaking of crin, '
i , in thig world of Ou(:.’;llsere are.lots of dj

/
1 ot €13, vendal. Ope of them ig p
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broke his leg had a grizzly beard would his beard be gray
or dishevelled or bristly or something else?

Have you ever used the quaint words wherefore and
wherefor? Possibly not, but they are common in the Bible,
Chaucer, and elsewhere in literature. Are they identical in
meaning? Would you write ‘‘Wherefore art thou, Romeo?”’
or “Wherefor”’? Or wouldn’t you carel And you might find
it interesting also to look up therefore and therefor.

When you eall your cellar dank, do you mean that it is
dark or damp or neither? Or is it just cold? And when we
gay that a man is lank, do we mean that he is tall or thin or
weak or wiry or any combination of these four? Or is the
meaning something entirely different? )

Sometimes an author will write of the pristine beauty
of the snow. What kind of beauty would he be describing?
At other times a writer’s style will cloy your taste. What
happens when your taste is cloyed? And what, may I ask,
is a crass remark? '

Just to make it all harder, where are the antipodes?
Or aren’t they anywhere? Or should we say where ts the
antipodes? And what is an archipelago? And, for the high-
brow readers, if choreography is the art of dancing, what is
chorography? And then there is cartography, if you care to

worry about it.

There may be a few of these queries that have puzzled you.
Shall I give you the answers?

Limpid eyes or a limpid brook are both crystal clear.
That’s all. :

Lurid originally meant the unearthly type of red and
yellow flames seen through smoke or mist. Then it came
o be used in connection with any event that is harshly
vivid or terrible, often marked by violent passion or crime,
or the description of such an event. As for a livid scar,
this is one that has been discolored, as after a blow, and
it may be black and blue or ashy gray.

Scot-free means without any penalty. A sco used to be a
fine in Old English law.
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A venal act is the act of a
; act person who is willi i
ch .hls honor or prineiple for payment ;i v};ﬂrgg;g Zo pomial
smTlltls one télat can be forgiven. 4 vemiad
e WOor _grisly comes from an Old i
Xlean.t “horrible,” and that’s just whaf) letg l;ixgazn?oghat
Sghnizly beard is black streaked with white or .
Binéeawt;:ﬁeare wrote “Wherefore art thou Romger:‘tx;
foace 1ok efqre means for what reason? for’what end?
for whicho’l’)J::F?‘?‘Ivl‘;hﬂe the rare word wherefor mezns
o sum.’,’ : ought a car wherefor 1 paid a hand-
eas’li‘1§793 ;nger% l(l)ef dt::kdaﬁk celler and the lank man are
. c o a
lwrzll‘chman is }:hin and th:t’se l;illi disagroeably dampand the
e rest of the answers can be swif i
e r tly given.
N lﬁﬁggnef ::o;; iissﬁthe first fall of snow, uilsuei?ied and un
hed, ne means “virgin pure.” r
;:;iimgm t:.sif: ‘i)s clog!ez it ig surfeited, salziated bY};V];elll'lteﬁ?;
verrich and sick] i
mark is one that is unrefined a.ng :Xﬁfi. whilo 8 crass re-

are several archipelagos in the S
ar he South Pacific. Ch
ughly, is the art of mapping or deseribing of (;re;ﬁghg}

districts, and cartograph '
b th:emselves. graphy is the art or business of making

. You may have done well on this test. But curiously
2 9

whenever it has been tried out on scholarg
$]

ml’f‘l;z;:e ngt:;te:h of bping willing to “bother,” incidentall )
san O uentle e difference between success and fajl v
confeq rent y spells laziness, and after all we will h ve to
o hjs: wi‘lit most of us are a little Iazy at heart e to
s -lingness to make an effort to a.ccomplis‘h thi
mportant than you may think in the histor;rngf'
c

suce . v
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investigation that was made by the Chicago Sales Ex-
ecutive Club. They wanted to find out the prime reason
why salesmen are fired---and found that more employees
were let go for lack of effort than for drunkenness, crooked-
ness, gambling, and stupidity combined.

Sometimes I wonder whether handicaps aren’t actually
& help in overcoming this human laziness, whether some
people don’t succeed because of their handicaps rather than
in spite of them, There was the great British statesman
William Pitt who bullied Parliament with his crutches;
and Robert Louis Stevenson, dying of consumption,
who won immortality; Charles Darwin who devised his

theory of evolution in the scattered half-hours that his |

blinded eyes permitted him to work; the sick hunchback
Alexander Pope and his brilliant satires; the stone-deaf

Beethoven and his miraculous “Ninth Symphony.”

It could easily be that these great men were driven to
fame by their frustrations. We, who have no such handi-
caps, will have to think up other ways to overcome our
inertia. We should commit ourselves by telling our friends
what we are planning to do in this vocabulary-building
business, so that we will be ashamed not to keep on with it.
We should continually lure ourselves with thoughts of
the rewards we are going to win with our efforts. We
should use every device and crutch that we can. The
trick is, therefore, to take for granted that you're lazy
and then plan to outsmart yourself!

FIFTH WEEK

Language is the immediate gift,
of God. NOAH WEBSTER

29. Weorkday Adjectives and Adverbs

THIS opening cha :
: pter of your fifth week wi ivi
Eﬁ&z&jg&ﬁi Il'll‘ l;;he first half we will dvlyslcl:llxsse fév:gfg
S, i ;
advorhy. e second half will be given over to 11
The English word adject; '
1hne : Jective comes f; i
f’d{fcézws, which meant “added to.” fﬁﬁ 1tsh eaLat«;I‘l el
I8 I fa ed to 8 noun to describe or limit it » 41 adiective
schoo‘ive were sitting in the classroom of our. old
- ung zv;)ould hear the teacher say: “An adjeggia s
phrase, gs: ihg?ugiléi .the application of a noun or g nggilgaaf
brick Doneor 3 Sweet sounds; beautiful fowers ;ared

English, of course, h
Eag as a i jecti
adjectives give color,to our E;;uvavgzlth 7 adioctives, and
. Now we 13,11 tend to be a little .
€53 creeps into our vocabularieg, € are apt to say “a bj
1g

statue,” “a bj ” i
Atue, 18 100m,” “a big oceagi
. ceasion,” when w
easi é“ en
Iy say “a colossal statue,” ‘g spacxzous room ?’cguld o
,” “a mo-

m A
entous oceasion,” We are apt to use the words that Lie

careless, and our careless-

ir, or at the least, unin-
ink that we are ’dull.

vou are learning will releaso the};éfl us, and the words that

177
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1. Here are some adjectives that we may easily forget to use.
We will give them in two groups. The first 8 terms touch, directly
or indirectly, upon human beings and they will be presented to
you in sentences from modern authors. Waitch for the meanings.

(1) “At all times his writing is devoid of didactic dullness.”’—
Bruce Barton. : '

(2) “Though their eyes were fixed on me, I caught a surreptitious
glance passing from one to another.’—W. Somerset

Maugham.
(3) “His oration was banal and boresome.”—Ralph Starr Jordan.
(4) “Our wusually placid chauffeur suddenly went berserk.’—
Leland Stowe.

(5) “His ability to silence these bombastic and verbose men is
unequalled.”—Edward R. Murrow.

(6) “Those who set the policies are the culpable officials.”—
James E. Murray.

(7) “The Congressmen were showered with denunciatory edito-
rials.”—William Green.

(8) “The Old Guard leaders of former years considered some
yd of the enlightened doctrines of government heretical from
the established political point of view.”—James A. Farley.

II. Now for their pronunciations,

(1) macTIc—di dak’tik
(2) surrePTITIOUS—SUr rep tish'us
(3) BanaL—bay’nal or bi nal’
(4) BERsERK—bur’surk
(5) momBasTIC—bom bas‘tik
(6) curLpaBLe—kul’pd b’
(7) pENUNCIATORY—de nun’si & 16 1l
(8) BERETICAL—hE ret' kul

R \

N
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IT1. Would a rereading of Section I put you in a position . to

:);}::;s Z&epg:::::? word after each of the following descriptive
1. deserving of blame or censure

2. secret or stealthy

3. resembling a furious, frenzied fighter

) 4.Accnsing~ﬁrcensm~ing

5. speaking in extravagant or ranting phrases

———
——
—— s
———
———

6. having to do with beliefs confrary to the funda-

mental doctri

men ctrines of a church, sehool, or profes-
7. commonplace, ordinary, and dull
8. teacherlike

—————
————
——

Answers: 1—-cl}]pable; 2—surreptitious:
nuncistory; :
8—didactic.

. 3—berserk; 4—de-
5—bombastic; G—heretica.l ; 7-bana(; ;

. E i i

. cf;:ll; (ﬁeth‘ord ujﬂl be given with three choices followin

i bc olce will not hecessarily be an ezact gyno .
8 nearest of the three in meaning- to the kg’; ;13';3.

() pENUNCIATORY: A: vainglorious. B: accusing. C: sly,

| (2) EERETICAL: A: absurd. B: bombastic. C: revolutionary

(3) cuLeaBLE: A i '
oy blameworthy, B: uninteresting, C: easily

(4) suBREPTITIOUS: A: stealthy. B: proud. C: talkative

(5) BANAL: A: guilty. B: absurd. C: commonplace

(6) BOMBABTI\C: A trite. B: loudmouthed. C: criminal

(1) miBACTIC: AT 1 . .
1C: A: quyg. B: mstruetive. C: wild-eyed.

(8) BERSERE: A: aiting. i ‘
. complahm‘:g. B: banning. C: balf-crazy,
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Answers: 1—B; 2—C; 3—A; 4—A; 5—C; 6—B; 7—B; 8—C.

V. The next 8 words are a miscellany of adjectives.

(1) He has a brow that gives him a rather lowering and scowling
look. At the least it overhangs and is projecting.
He has a beetling brow. :

(2) After the drouth the rains have come in a plenteous and
abundant fashion. There is ample water.
There is a coptous water supply.

(3) Sometimes it becomes very urgent and most necessary to
do certain things. They are obligatory.
It is smperative to do them.

@) Occasionally there are memories, for example, so vivid that
they eannot be wiped out or obliterated. They are inca.
pable of being erased from your mind.

“They are ineffaceable.

Workday Adjectives and Adverb
1) BEETLING—ba’t )
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ling
(2) corrovs—kg’ pi us

(3) mex .
RATIVE—im DEr'y tiv

4) 1 i
@ NEFFACEABLE—in of face’s b

5) 1 i
() NESTIMABLE—in eg’t mi b’l

(6) UNPRECEDENTED—un pres'i dent ed
) UNEQUIVOCAL—yn § kwiv'g kuj
(€))] CATEGORICAL—kat & gor'i kul

VIL. Tt will hel
p to clari . .
normal sentences, arify the Ineanings if we sep the words in

1. “His bestly; i
g gorilla eyebrow rid
males only.”—Raymond V7. 1\%?11::; & mark of the older

2. “They welcomed the broad

(5) This world holds things so valuable that they are abow
price, They are actuslly priceless.
They are of inestimable value.

(6) Once in a while an extraordinary event occurs, o novy
that it is beyoud all previous experience. No forme
example of it exists.

1t is unprecedented.

(7) Sometimes & person will make a statement that is so plalj
and elear that it is impossible to misunderstand or miy
interpret it.

This is an uneguivocal statement.

(8) There is another kind of statement that is absolute, positivi
unconditional, explicit, and without gualification. Som

times it is bluntly put.
This is & calegorscal statement.

VI. Try to recall the meanings of the words as you repeat {
pronunciations.

\

and copioys ﬂdw of the

weapons of all kindg,”—. latest

Winston Chuyeh;
3. “It seemed mpera nrehill

five to rea;
; 89
their governme ure the Ame

. rican peg !
Dayis, nt was telling them th people thag

& truth,”—Emer

4. “There is an 3
D sneffaceable pj -
Peter W, Rainjer,  © e of him in my mind, .

Burton Rascoe,

6. ¢ :

i "{fﬁi unp;'ecedented opportunity exig
ations to coopers .

tical living factl;).” ke the

ts fof the American

_. . Spirit of pese

7. Franklin Delane Roosevxélt © & prac-

. e achiavement of )

body of 1a &0 orderly, unegugyocal a

toward whiwﬁ must be part of the high,ernd' able

©2 We are striving,”—Thomag p cgﬂmtlon

[1 « AJeS

8. “Let me make the categorical g mond,
burpose of oyr administration

securely on their own feet, ” » to train them to stand

~—Malcolm MacDonald,

N
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Our words tell an eloquent story of our intelligence and of
our education. It is, perhaps, wise to have them speak well

of us.

Have you done reasonably well with the adjectives?
Then we will move on to the adverbs.

An adverb, as you know, is that part of speech used to
modify & verb, adjective, or other adverb. Adverbs
denote a way or manner in which an action takes place,
or the relations of place, time, manner, quality, and
pumber.

Adverbs are close physical cousins to adjectives. Of the
16 adjectives that we have just had there are 3 that have
no adverbial form. These are denuncialory, berserk, and
beetling. By various forms of respelling all the remaining
13 can be changed into adverbs, and each one will end in
“—1y.”

Because of the close relationship of adjectives and ad-
verbs and also because adverbs are not usually so strong
as the other three parts of speech we have been discussing,
they will not be presented again in the remainder of this

book.

VIIL Wé will discuss here 11 adverbs. They will be given first

in modern sentences.
(1) Jobn Hay Whitney speaking: “We believe the showing of
these works of art will demonstrate sncontroverisbly the
community of our material interests.”
What do you think incontrovertibly means?
(2) T.V.Socong: “Through us the fate of
bound to that of the West.”
Inextricably means
(3) Walter Adams:
are as meficulously trutbful as historians can make
Meticulously means
(4) Margaret Mead: “To be reared in one culture in our societ)
makes one frrevocably partake of that culture.”
Irrevocably means -

the East is tnextricably

“These animated maps of world conquest
them."

N

\
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(5). Walter Lippmann: “They are srretrievabl

implicated in the erimes of the regime it and fnespiably

Irretrievably ‘means

(6) Arth e :
ur Krock: “The galleries were in

voctfero i i
ferously in favor of his nominatio

- an uproar and were
octferously means _ |

n.)i

(7) Bertram M. Myers: “He

and in a fanatical fash

resented his reas nlllé, attacious |
p 1 d [ 3 reaso ;-‘f ll Zn

¢
1 allaclousl’l/ means

ion,”

(8) Anne O’H i
e o .'t;e Mc\Cor‘mlck: “His eommuniqués we ‘\d
p 8 unsoldierly becausc . th ; canirtod
embegini . ‘they  were presented
Flamboyantly means

9) Dorc
(9) Dorothy Thompson: “One group is
government policy.”

virulently attacking
| AL : the
Virulently means | o

10) Nelson P. Mead: © l
(10) Nelson P. Mead: “Before 1914 ¢

abysmally igno i
Abyomat, mean:q _;i rant concerning

hg Ameiican people were
mternational relations.”

(11) John Haynes Holmes: “T} '
1€re. was something about the

gr«'l e Of Lhe [ 'nkDO 21 i w
V S i 1
\4 : : Oldler n W &Ehlﬂgton that WiLs

Ineflably means

IX.hThese are the things that peo
each day or each month. How

standing them? I
et g ther Here are the d

ple say to you in the newspapers
Eve'll.. did you do toward under-
eunitions of the words you have

D :
(1) INCONTROVERTIBLY (in kon tr6 vur

a . .
manner impossible to disprove

“) . % Qs
iy INEXIRICABLY (ln ex’tri }x& bll IH a way “l&t cannot JO8
)
O
po

Slbly be S epalal}ed or sef ee; 1 ¥ Vs} wn ot
fl €; 11 &8 manne f
. ler om tl t

"t bli): Indisputably; in

{8) METICTLOUSLY (mé tik'g

ically; serupulously:
details. e

lu.fll): Excessively carefully: fin-
paying grest attention to ull .;'mull
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o 15 kuh bli): Unalterably; in a way that

IRREVOCABLY (ir rev
4 cannot be changed.

: t be
. 4 bli): In a way that canno
r ré treev’d bli): ) in a way
® IRRETR.I]ZVdAc]: Yn;\gde good; irreparable; incurable 1n

repa,lr

that cannot be recalled or changed.

“ VOCIF ER()USLY VO S].f ur us 11). In a noisy a«nd clamorous

way. | | .
parvaclousty (fi lay’shus 13): in a misleading
@ tively; delusively; illogically

: with pom-
Yy’ 1): Extravagantly; wi
(8) FLAMBOYANTLY (flam boy’ant 13)

" pous, high-sounding phrases.

i iciously; omously; bit-
(vir'a lent 1i): Maliciously; ven ;

(9) VIRULENTLY

terly. i ’ d intel-
. i oral an
z'mal Ii): Deeply, n & m unendingly;

(10) ABYSMALLY @ b,unfa,thomably; Pattomlessly’

lectual sense;
profoundly.

y y ex-
&, that 18 too 10ft
(11) INL‘FFABLY (ul e[ a9 bll). In a w i() l)e

pressed in mere words. -
ted to add three more workaday'w e o
ey hing, saliric, and. ribald. A scathtn.g e
L ”nQ]; rns and sears. Writing that is s 1‘:‘1 by
Temark'is o thmazon‘; up to ridicule with cruel'wu;, while
Six[z;:*ll;;n:rgroiffiansive, vulgar, or coarsely mocking.
re

8 y
f I Bvely eXpIesswll t}lat yOU W]Sll tJO conve tl() OtheIS, ]t
<) v

had before.

way; decep'
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Good words are worth much and
cost little. HERBERT

30. Adjectives That Suggest Unpleasant Ideas

WORDS can éonnote bad and good. There are words that

express ill will, evil, and danger; words that threaten, and
“words that repel. ‘

I. We will record a few adjectives of this type and we will intro-
duce them to you in a series.of 12 sentences. After each sentence
you will find three lettered choices. Chec
to which’ definition you think comes nea
underscored word,

k a, b, or ¢ according
rest in meaning to the

(1) His blatant speeches against democracy offend our ears.
(a) loudmouthed. (b) foolish. (¢) boastful.

(2) Pressure groups are tniguttous because they undermine
national unity. (a) bitter. (b) gloomy. (e) wicked.

(3) He has tried hard to convince me but I will not be taken

in by his specious reasoning. (a) vain, (b) plausible. (c)
cheap and coarse, Co

/{) He said that John was his favorite son, & most cruel and
tnvidious distinction to make, (a) offensively unfair, (b)

tricky. (c) superficial. - T
(5) His fists were getting bloody, for by now it had developed
into a sanguinary fight. (a) bloody. (b) noisy. (c) angry.
(6) He was one of the most cantankerous and disputatious

men I have ever known. (a) given to lying. (b) fond of
arguing. (c) given to fisticuffs, -

(7) We motored along the dizzy heights and up and down the
tortuous roads of Guatemala. (a) painful. (b) sharply
winding. (¢) frightening,
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' ) f

]) He has been for years 0\&@' of the most mordqnt mt;?is;
] /( ) the Russian regime. (a) frenzied. (b) sarcastic. (e) | .
| 0) We tried every manner-of training but he kept (({)1; L)ee;rsig_

( just the same old refractory horse. (a) broken.
‘ tive. (¢} unruly. . y
10) International politics are cursed with the permcw;l,sbkgzt):l
| /( of name-calling. (a) harmful. (b) angry. (¢) stu .
leave the notsome tenements
t last he would be able to : s

v N(::fv :he glums. (a) clamorous. (b) disgusting. (¢) broken

down. o
s moribund business and bring it

to take over thi ) . )
/ 2 ngﬁﬂw success. (a) gloomy. (b) dying. (c) complicated

. 1—(a): ;. 3—(b); 4—(a); 5—(@); 6—(b); T—
Answers: }b) ;(:)_’_(2})—);(8—.(0);(10——(&); 11—(b); 12—(b)-

‘ just seen.
1I. Here are the pronunciations of the words you have just

& ‘31 @) BLATANT—blay’tant

. ) INIQUITOUS—in ik'wi tus

- 3) smc_xons——spé’shus

(4) NviprOUS—in vidi us ]
‘ 5) SANGUINARY—sang'gwi ner 1
| (6) pispuTATIOUS—dis Pl tay’shus
o “‘j‘ (7) TorTUOUS—torchil us

‘ 8) MORDANT—mMor'dant .
(9) REFRACTORY—TE frak’td 11
1 (1'0) PERNICIOUS—pur nish’us

. 1) NOISOME—NOY’sum

i T (12) MORiBUND—mor’i bund

8,
II1. It is possible that the meanings of some o’f' t:eieuv:ﬁzdz elgn 1y
il be vague. It would be simple gnough t,o give y gl
9'.0111 1t is much better, however, if you will try :;)ﬂ] %-:member
T Slc:tl.mf.or yourself. By following this method you
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them far longer and far more easily than if you were merely to
read and to memorize the dictionary definitions themselves.

Now we will take the first 6 words that you have had and
present them to you in a single paragraph.

My ears were deafened and outraged by his blatant
address and his infquitous proposals. His phrases were -
cleverly worded, but I hoped and prayed that his
asudience would not be deceived by his spectous rea-
soning. At least some people started to heckle him.
He was a disputatious type and argued with them.
Finally he overstepped himself and made an invidsous
comparison between our institutions and those of
Russia. Fists were shaken at him, and I became afraid
that the meeting might break up in a sangusnary riot.

IV. Let’s test now whether this has helped you slong in your
understanding of these words. Below you will find 6 descriptive

phrases. Which one of the 6 words in this section does each
phrase remind you of?

1. noisy
. wicked
. plausible

=22 B R SO X

- unfairly diseriminating
bloody >

. argumentative

Answers:  1-~-blatant; 2—iniquitous; 3—specious; 4—invidious :
5—sanguinary; 6—disputatious.

V. We will now follow the same procedure with the second group
of 6 words. Again they are worked into a single paragraph.

Now we were really in the wilds, cutting a tortuous path
through the tangled jungle, wading knee-deep through
notsome swaraps, breathing the steaming pernicious air,
fetid with moribund and decaying undergrowth. Our
native guides were getting refractory, and my com-

o)

3
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panion was trying to hold them in hand, ﬁrs.lt with
cajolery and flattery, then, finally with the whip of &
mordant tongue,

VI. Did you come near enough to the meanings of the 6 words
in the previous paragraph to be able {o pair them off with the
following deseriptive words?

7. winding
8. nauseating
9. harmful
10. dying

11, unruly

12. biting and sarcastic

Answers:  T—tortuous; 8—noisome; 9—pernicious; 10—mori-
bund; 11—refractory; 12—mordant.

VII. Do some of the words still have fuzzy edges for you? Their
meanings will be set down more fully.

(1) BLaTanT: Here is & word that was coined by the E'}ngl‘i‘sh
poet Edmund Spenser from the Latin term blatw,_ to
babble.” With us blatant means “noisy” or “offensively

loudmouthed.” :

(2) viqurtous: The Latin parent of our Ez?glish "word is .
sniqustas, from sn-, “not,” and zquus, eq‘ual. If you
do “not” get an “‘equal” share of som.eth‘mg, you are
not apt to be having a fair deal. So snsquttous came to
‘mean “‘grossly unjust; wicked; sinful.” We speak of
sniquitous deeds.

(3) seecrous: In Latin spectosus means “good ]oo_king,” b1_1t
good-looking things are sometimes dec'eptlv.e. So in
English specfous grew to mean, ‘‘appearing right, rea-
sonable, and desirable, but not being so; ?,pp?,rently fair
at first sight.” A specious type of reasoning is designed
to take you in and fool you.
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(4) mvipIoUS: “Unjustly and irritatingly discriminating; giving
offenss because unfair; tending to exeite il will and
envy.” (Latin: snuidiosus, envious.)

(5) saNGUINARY: Again we turn to the Latin sanguinarius,
from sanguss, “blood.” A sanguinary battle is one at-
tended by much bloodshed. Our English word sangusne,
meaning ‘“‘confident and hopeful,” comes from the same
source. In olden days it was thought that a buoyant and
hopeful disposition was due to a plentiful supply of
active blood.

(6) mispuraTIOUS: This word applies to someone who is fond
of arguing; who loves to carry on a dispute.It comes
from the Latin disputo, meaning “to argue.”

(7) TorTUOUS: In Latin forfuosus means “full of twists and
turns and windings,” and that’s exactly what our English
word signifies. The Latin root fort- gave birth to a host
of English words. “Torture,” for instance, implies that
the victim’s legs and arms have been “twisted.” “Tor-
foises” are so named because they have “‘twisted” feet. -
When a thug extorts money, he literally “twists” it out
of & victim, and when you make a refort o another’s
remark you “turn” his words back on him. When we
speak of a tortuous road we mean one that is “twisting”
and “turning” in several directions; winding about in
irregular “turns” or bends. To call it an anfractuous road
would be even more emphatic.

(8) MorbANT: In Latin mordeo means “to bite,” 8o a mordant
eritic is one who is “biting” and sareastic,_caustic, and
cutting, ‘

(9) REFRACTORY: Straight from the Latin refractarsus, and with
the same meaning of “stubborn, resistant, and conten-
tious.” The Latin word refractarius itself came from
refringo which meent “to break in pieces.” The root
Jract- has contributed “fracture” to our language; and
“infraction,” which is a “breaking” of a law or rule; and
& fraction in mathematics, which is a “broken” part of
& number and not a whole number, A man who is re-
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fractory, then, is api to “break” away from. control, He
is unruly, ungovernable, resistant, and obstinate.

(10). pernictoUs: Once more the Latin and English words are
almost the same in spelling and are identical in their
significance. Pernicious in English and perniciosus in
Latin both mean “causing harm; working mischief or
evil; having the power of destroying or injuring.”

There are other words in our language that are almost
gynonyms of pernicious. INsip1oUs (in sid’i us), for ex-
ample, means “‘doing harm, but doing harm and working
ill by slow and stealthy means; treacherous; sly; intended
to ensnare.” We can say that gambling is an snsidtous
habit.. SsINISTER (sin’is tur) is another sister word to
pernicious. Tn this case harm is predicted. Sinister means
“boding disaster” and therefore “adverse or harmful;
disastrous; ominous; evil, perverse, and malevolent,” as
“He turned to him with a sinister look that was filled
with hatred.”

(11) ~NoisoME: An odd word made up of -noy, the second syllable
of annoy, and -some, an Old English termination that
indicates a quality or characteristic. If you were to say,
for instance, that some object was ‘“loathsome,” you
would mean that this object had the characteristic of
something that you would loathe. So a nossome thing
“gnnoys” you profoundly. It is “very offensive, par-
ticularly to the sense of smell; nauseating; disgusting.”
You ean speak of “the nossome odors of the stockyards.”

12) morisuN®: A clipped form of the Latin word morsbundus,
“dying”; at its last gasp; in & dying eondition. When
we speak of 4 moribund civilization we mean one that is
dying,.

" You have probably noticed in this chapter that the deriva-
tion of a word can often help to give you a more precise
idea of its meaning. You have, for example, just finished
reading about the Latin derivations of pernicious, énsidious,
and ssnister. All these words mean “harmful,” but if we go
into their word histories a little more deeply we will
discover the fine discriminations that divide them.

1
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hAny‘l;hing that is p_erm'cz'ous, as you will remember, hag
the power of destmylpg or injuring. The Latin word that
it comes from (perniciosus, “causing harm”) is formed
frogn two _other words, per, ‘through” and neco, *'kill.”
Wh;:,?id indicates the violence of the word. ’ ’
tous is a word of harm, too, but with a diffe
a . » t
zla(xiltl.l Inmdmmeamng "ambush”)’ is its Latin anceslgll',
nd hence ¢nsidious means harm that i i
and ha 19 accomplished by
The third word, sinister, can al
] ! s 50 mean harmful and
fllsastmus, but it usually refers to harm that threatens
in t_he future. Thls “future” implication originated in an
ﬁncmat su.perstltlon. In Latin the word sinister meant
. llleft(;i Wh;‘c:]h isGone sz its meanings in English. But in
e days of the Greeks and the Ro '
the s pone e MADS 4N OIen seen on
It Is not always true that derivations
can throw light
on meanings, but frequently they are very helpful, ¢

Words are the only things that
last forever, HAZLITT

31. A Group of Useful Adjectives

THERE ARE words of high value in this chapter that will
be useful to you in‘many departments of your life. Some
of them you can employ in your everyday conversation or
lette.r writing. Others will be more properly a-part of your
reading vocabulary, as some of them might be too unusual
to use in the ordinary talk of the day with friends. What-
ever uges you make of these adjectives, please try to get
;ll;zs‘? r:lfamngts clgarly in hyour mind. This will set you
e the vast majority who ha iest i
of words and theirJ megnings. ve only the fuasiost ideas

.I. We wi_ll cover 12 adjectives in this chapter. The first 6 are
included in the following paragraph: '
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He is really an ezemplary character, of good manners
and good taste, although I will say he goes around
with a motley crew. He is adamant on the subjeet of
morals and wili not be swayed from the straight path.
His principles are immudable. In his reading he is om-
nivorous and covers all subjécts. As & matter of fact
he regards reading as a mandatory part of & cultured
life.
II. Go over these words again, if you will, and then try to fit
each of them to the following definitions. The order is not the

same.
. unyielding
. obligatory
. sétting an example

1
2
3
4. fond of all kinds
b
6

T

. made up of individual units

. never changing

1—adamant; 2—mandatory; 3—exemplary; 4—om-
npivorous; 5—motley; 6—immutable.

Answers:

III. Now for the second group of 6. You will at least get a hint
as to the meanings from this paragraph.

He felt keenly that the loss of religion and the absence

of ethical standards were porienious gigns of the times.

Atheism was rife. He longed to awaken the people but

he knew that they were indifferent and comatose. He

was a crusader at heart, and he had a plan that was

- touched with imagination, but he felt that the moment

PR was not propstious, that the obstacles were insuperable,

and that the situation for the time, &t least, was ¥r-
remediable,

IV. Now match the words to the definitions.

1. not able to be overcome

A Group of Useful Adjectives
2. widespread

193

3. favorable
. solemn and ominous

5. abnormally sleepy and lethargic

]

6. that cannot be remedied

Answers: 1—i .

: insuperable; 2—rife; 3 s

tous: —propitious; 4—; .
us; 5—comatose; 6——irremediable. ’ porten:

V. Below is a list of the 12 words with their pronunciations
(1) ExEMPLARY—egz em'pla ri .
(2) MoTLEY—mot'li
(3) ABAMANT—ad’d mant
(4) MMUTABLB—im mi‘ts b'l
(5) oMNIVOROUS—O0M Niv’G rus
(6) MAN®ATORY—man’d3 t5 1}

/,('75 PORTENTOUS—por ten'tus
(8) miFE—Tife '
A9 COMATOSE—kom’3 tose
(10) PROPITIOUS—DIJ pish’us
(11) ¥sUPERABLE—in st’pur & bl
(12) RREMEBIABLE—Ir ré ma'di § bl

VI. You will come ve
ry close to th . .
words are set in individual sentences_e accurate mefnings if the

1. His conduct was i i
s e oond exemplary in the handling of a very dif-
2. He was walled in with a crowd of motley people

3. We found her sti i o
adamant. still angry, still unwilling to act, still

4, The laws of economics are smmutable and unchal‘lgeable
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. T : . .
5. He reads widely, for he has, truly, an omnivorous taste oup of Useful Adjectives 195
_ (11) What a lovely time to bave held the wedding.

for literature.
6. The attendance at chapel should be made mandatory. (12) That’s a life I would like to imitate.

7. With all these rumors of war, the times are portentous. | g cpone.
ers: 1—comatose; 2—immutable; 3—rife; 4—portentous;

8. The stories of midnight revels were rife when I first went 5—irremediable; 6—omnivorous; 7—ad. "
’ . ’ amang: 88—
there. mandatory; 9—motley; 10—insuperable; 11_,.;,81-0.

9. It should be the duty of the president to awaken to life pitious; 12—exemplary.
that comatose department.

, , VIIL X

10. He wanted to ask me gomething, but he didn’t feel that | Fyen 7 g;mg Eigr:cfzriﬁe::me 131'1(:1“ l?re andexceptional person.
the occasion wa itious. ‘ : wo e good. B

 occasion was propiis said before, your greatest benefit will c%)me Fro:,t;i v:;ml'ltazg

11. The Atlantic Ocean may no longer be an insuperable discover the meanings. Now please read the definitions

barrier to the military invasion of this hemisphere. O ®
xEMPLARY: Worthy to serve as a
pattern or type; fit to

12. Britain’s plight then seemed srremediable. - be imitated; setting an example; hence, commendable
’ .

(2) moriey: Of different colors; made up of miscellaneous units

VIL. Which of the 12 words do the {ollowing sentences suggest!
(a motley crowd); clothed in: varicolored garments (a

(1) To us he seemed like Rip Van Winkle. ) —— motley clown).
(2) He’s never changed one of his jdeas since (3) ApamanT: Im . L
ehildhood. o adamas, “nl;:z:ilrt:‘:)il}; hard; unyielding. From the Greek
(3) The gossip is all over the countryside. | (4 mmorasie: Unchangeable; invariable; p .
’ ; permanent; in-

(4) The future looks dark to me. - capablo of change.
(5) omNrvorous: From the Latin omnsvorous, omnss, “all,” and

voro, “to ?at”; hence eating up everything; voracious;
i or, figuratively, “devouring” everything, su h ing

(6) He reads everything from the pulps to the . matter. , such as reading

' glicks.

(5) The situation is 8o involved that I doubt if
anybody could remedy it.

(6) MaN®ATORY: Obligatory; expressed as a positive command

(7) He’s 8s gtubborn as & mule. @ ] ‘
PORTENTOUS: Ominous; signiﬁcant; full of portents of ill

(8) When the boss gives an order it really is 8 . ® ) )
command. —_— rirE: An Old English word that means prevalent; common;
) ) numerous; current; widespread ’ oni

(9) 1t was the most mixed up and miscellaneous ©)- .
crowd I have ever seen. — comaTosE: In Greek koma means “slumber”; hence, co-
’ matose means abnormall . .. 4
(10) That’s the type of problem that you can't 10) : mally sleepy; lethargic; in a stupor.
‘ surmount. —_— proPITIOUS: Attended by favorable circumstances; kindly
H

disposed ; auspicious; favorable. .
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(11) msuperABLE: From the Latin snsuperabilss, from ¢n-, “not,”
and super, “above.” Hence something that you “can’t
get above” and, therefore, something insurmountable
and not to be overcome,.

(12) mmremepiasLE: That cannot be remedied; incurable; ir-
reparable.

Here are a few other useful adjectives. The sentences will
reveal their meanings.

“He was ezultant (overjoyed) at his victory.”

“The gangster lived in a pretentious and ostentatious (showy)
house.” T -

“We spent several halcyon (calm and peaceful) days by the
seashore.” T

“T'o this critic the works of Keats were nonpareil (without

equal) in the field of poetry.”

We are all born with a burning wish to learn. That, of
course, is why children ask their innumerable questions.
The very young have a voracious appetite for knowledge,
an insatiable intellectual curiosity. But tragically, with
maturity, much of this eagerness dies, and when it dies all
mental growth stops. If, however, a person will sincerely
and earnestly apply himself to building his vocabulary
he will find that he is recapturing the powerful urge to
learn. ‘

Words are the very stuff and
process of thought.  British

32. Adjectives in Fields of Writing and Speaking

WORDS about words are always interesting. We are
presenting a few in this chapter that peculiarly belong to
the fields of speaking and writing. We will approach these
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words by the indirect method where the meanin
g3 are
flashed on you but are revealed to you little by lif;?loe1

I. YOI] Will meet them ﬁI’St m‘ quotations fI‘Om cullent new
. Spaperi

1. “It is true that the occasion was a mournful one but hid
highly colored story about it was lugubrious (13 gi'bri us) in
the extreme.” Was his story

(&) ridiculous?
(b) exaggeratedly solemn?
(c) sarcastic?

2. “The picture is terse (turse) with thrilling moments of
incident and action.” The picture is
(a) short and to the point.
(b) tense. .
(c) long drawn out.

3. “There is a handful of misguided fools who have been led

/ as#ray by his fefuous (fat’ti us) theories.” Were his theoried
(a8) popular?
(b) wicked?

(c) stupidly silly?

_ 4.. “He has an ¢ncisive (in si'siv) style, with the rare com-
bination of a poetic imagination and an engineering precision.”
His style is .

(a) sarcastic.
(b) sensitive.
(¢) clear cut and penetrating.

5. “It is & scurrilous (skur’i lus) sheet; that should have been
put out of business long ago.” Is the character of the newspaper
in question '

(a) shallow?
(b) offensively indecent?
(c) politically unsound?

' 6. “His 'ﬁhilosophy was no doubt profound and helpful but
it was .esotertc (es o ter’ik) and hence impractical for the masses.”
Was his philosophy
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(2) capable of being understood only by a select few?
(b) too severe in its discipline?
(¢) too revolutionary?

7. “A decadent (46 kay’dent or dék’uh dent) aristocracy and
a medieval school system could not dampgn the.e charm of the
city.” What type of aristocracy are we dealing with—
(a) decaying?
(b) enormously wealthy?
(c) ruthless?

'8. “He was pretentious in his manner and hf speech was
filled with magniloquent (mag nil’d kwent) phrases. The phrases
he used were

(a) boastful.
(b) flattering.
(¢) humorous.

9. “He was notified of his dismissal by a,n_acrimonious
(ak ri md'né us) letter.”” What kind of letter was this—
(a) brief?
(b) bitter?
(c) tactful?

10. “Voltaire attacked his age and it? civilization _vgith scon-
oclastic (i’kon 6 klas'tik) writings.’—This type of writing is es-
gentially

(a) angry.
(b) amusing. )
(c) destructive to cherished beliefs,

Answers: 1—(b); 2—(a); 3—(c); 4—(c); 5—(b); 6—(a); T—
‘ (a); 8—(a); 9—(b); 10—(c).

II. We will approach these words from a slightly different direc-
tion. ’

i i d tend to be
1) Which one of the following authors quul
@ esoteric? A: Albert Einstein. B: William Makepeace
Thackeray. C: Robert Louis Stevenson.

\
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(2) Of the following three characters of fiction which one

might be called fatuous? A: The Village Blacksmith,
B: Don Quixote. C: Oliver Twist.

(3) Ome of these authors is noted for his lerse, epigrammatic

style. A: James Boswell. B: Benjamin  Franklin.
C: Charles Dickens.

(4) A writing style that is incisive and penetrating is called—
A: florid, B: turbid. C: ecutting.

(5) Which of these three authors could best be called icono-
clastic? A: Tennyson. B: Shakespeare. C: Voltaire.

-(6) Of these three political figures one could be definitely
singled . out as magniloguent. A: Thomas E. Dewey.
B: Woodrow Wilson. C: Huey Long,

(7) The word lugubrious would most nearly apply to which of '
the following occasions? A: a wedding. B: a funeral
C: a christening.

(8) Which one of these writers could.be most properly ecalled
decadent? A: Oscar Wilde. B: Emerson. C: Longfeliow.

(9) Scurrilous language is—A: grossly vulgar. B: flattering,
C: insincere. ’

(10) Of these three Presidents one stands out as & writer of

acrimontous letters—A: Hoover. B: Truman. C: Harding.

Answers: 1—A; 2—B; 3—B; 4—C; 5—C; 6—C; 7—B; 8—A;
9—A; 10—B.

III. In the list that follows, match the 10 words with their
synonyms or synonymic phrases.

1. acrimonious a. vulgar

2. scurrilous b. solemn

3. esoteric ¢. known to the few
4, decadent d. bitter
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5. lugubrious e. boasting
8. iconoclastic . f. destructive o beliefs

7. magniloguent g. falling into decay

8. terse k. foolish
9. fatuous . brief
10. incisive 4. clear cut and penetrating

Answers: 1—d; 9—u; 3—c¢; 4—g; 5—b; 6—f; T—e; 8§—4; 9—h;

10—4.

TV, If you did even approximately well with Secticn I yog
;hr;vﬁd be pleaged. These sre all words of high value, but if

¥ i aster
some of them are new to you, you may find it hard $o m
themn on the frst vy, Now for their mesnings.

I- < 6

(1) voaverions:; You esn have a fugubrious look on yo};ﬂ f&: [;

( or i can be & jugubrious oceasion, or &l aut Qr n;: ;

write in a Jugubrious fashion. It all means mourniui,
doleful, exaggerstedly solemn.

e s
tvle i king or writing is one that is
(%) wopsE: A ferse shyvle in speaking o it g ne thot |
o hors and to the point, bub vsually tasteful snd fnished.
s wyonym fo is SENTRENTIOUS (sen ten'shus),
A gynoay for ferse is SENTHNTIOUS : sius)
;%a ““Fiia griicles ave senienfious bub never clipped.” This
78, viicle

LX) R DU | wha
razang that ke is ssying much in few words; that whab
L LT e ) ) ’

he writes Is full of mesning.

o

Tieth thin word and He Tatin varent fafuus mean
(2 rervous: Both this word and it Latin parend §

291

1 angd foolieh; Husory: stupidly suiy.

Y4y ICIErTm: AN

N

»®

1

ia gharp, keem, snd

is peneiraiing and
i somes from 3
Jur word incision
‘ghwrnt) i9 &
ain style
Lk ib
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i also vigorous and effective. “It was stimulating to
bear his #renchant observations on the current scene.”’

(5) scumriLoOUS: A biting word that means grossly offensive
and vulgar in an indecent way.

(6) msorrrIC: From the Greek esoterikos, “inner,” and thus,
the “inner” mecrets of the temple. In this sense you can
speak of the esoferic (secret) rites of the Masons. WMore
broadly it can mean writings that are abstrise and dif-
ficult to understand. In this latter meaning it comes
close to the term rEcONBITE (rek’on dite or r& kon’dite).
This word signifies too deep for ordinary comprehension;
beyond ordinary perception, as we would say: “This book,
in its elear thinking and simple phrases, clarifies a recon-

" dite subject.”

(7) »EcapENT: Anything decadent Is charscterized by a de-
terioration or decline; falling into ruin and decay.

(8) maeNiLOQUENT: In Latin magniloguentia literally meang
“big talk,” and, in the same way, our English adjective
means boasting; uttered in a boagtfil and vaingloricus
manner. Cur English Torap (turjid) is a close synonym.
It essentially means swollen, but it now can spply to
inflated and ostentatious speech or manners. *“His mind
is devoid of simplicity and his speeches are furgid.”

- {8) acrmonrous: The key Latin word is acer, “sharp.” Acri-

montous means sharp and bitter of speech or temper,

(10) xcowocrastic: This is a colorful word that came 0 us frow

the Gresk eskonoklastes. It is formed from ekom, “image”
and Elaein, “to break.” Originally the sconoclas! was
oppesed to the worship of idols. He “broke” the “images,”
Now the word has broadened. Anything dconoeclastic ia
destruetive to cherished beliefs and institutiong,

With each chapter your wealth of words is growing, And
this habit of word study vou are forming is something
that will never leave you. And what it will do for you ig
almost beyond description.
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Thoughts that breathe and words
that burn. GRAY

33. More Unpleasant Adjectives

| devices with
ill be left pretty much to your own i
Elfm(i)sugrvglp of words. You have been g?lﬁlg t‘.élrou]%ll;n(élélze;j
f drills, and it might be resttul and a ¢
a;::‘;mtgetrii:cuss tﬁe following words 1pfor1.na,11.y. They all
gre words with somewhat unpleasant implications.

1. Let’s spell them and pronounce them first.
croLERIC—kolur ik
BELLICOSE—bel’l ks
BELLIGERENT—Dbe lij’ur unt
OBSTREPEROUS—OD strep’ur us
INTRACTABLE—in trak’td b'l
PREDATORY—predd to ri
INSATIABLE—in say’shi & bl or in say’shuh bl
/ USURIOUS—ii 20r'1 us
LAMENTABLE—lam’en ta b’
POIGNANT—poin‘yunt or poin‘unt
vITRIOLIC—Vib Ti 0k
£1.9 1
IL. Choleric originally comes from the Greek v‘vord for -b¥};e
Tl;e ancients thought bile was the cause of ill tem;})sexé ahe
choleric person is hot-tempered and easily made angry. Bu
is actually fond of fighting he is called bellicose or belligerent, &s,

”
“They grew belligerent or bellicose as the argun?ent progrc:,‘ssed."
The key to both of these words is found in Lgtm bellum, “war.

| in Stepney.”

203 *

There are other types of persons who, although possibly not
fond of actual fighting, are nevertheless obstreperous, that is,
noisy, disorderly, and unruly; or intractable, that is, unruly and
difficult to manage. “The crowd was growing restless and n-
tractable.” And, “He was the most obstreperous patient ever
admitted to the naval hospital,”

" The terms predatory, snsatable, and usurious all have the
central ides of greed. .

Predatory is probably the most important, or, at least, the
most powerful of the three. We speak of the predatory nations,
The word originally derives from the Latin prada, “booty,”
and hence, predatory powers plunder, rob, and destroy others,
Let’s put this word in a sentence: “In order to continue in power
that hierarchy must lead their nation on to new predatory ad-
ventures.” .

Insatiable derives from a Latin combination meaning “not
satisfied,” and so our word mesans “that cannot be satisfied,” as,
“War has an insatiable appetite for materials.” Usurious people
have greed and usury in their hearts. They charge unfair interest
for the use of money, as: “He row began to pay on his loan at
the usurious rates demanded.”

Lamentable things are things that are fitted to be lamented or
mourned. They are regrettable or deplorable, as: “International
relations are in a lamentable state.”

Anything posgnant is deeply moving, touching, painful. A
poignant play is one that is emotionally affecting. We can say:
“Even more poignant is the destruction we viewed a little later

Mere Unpleasant Adjectives

Vitriol is a term for sulfuric acid. Hence, anything wstriolse
burns and sears. If we say: “The report that he wrote was
viriolic,” we mean that it is caustic and biting, sharp, and
severely eritical, "

It would be almost impossible to test you on these wordg,
Terms such as choleric, bellicose, belligerent, obstreperous,
and intractable, for instance, all apply to troublemakers,
and they are so near together in meaning that no sentences
could be devised where one and only one of the words
would fit.
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Now that you have covered these 11 difficult adjectives
you may be saying again: ‘“They are good words, but how
can I use them? Some of my friends wouldn’t know what
1 was talking about. Others might think I was stuffy.”

Once more I must emphasize that words are not only
for the purposes of casual conversation or informal letter-
writing,
‘thinking. Short and simple words are the best for ordinary
uses. They will serve most purposes. They will help you to
speak and to write so that people will understand what
you mean. i

There is more to language than this, however, if you

really want to become skilled in its use and in catching its
fine meanings. Read Churchil’s “Blood, Sweat, and
Tears.” Read Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address.” 'These
great masters will use words as simple as “The Sermon on
the Mount.” But they hold great words in reserve, and
once in a while, when they have a truly great idea that
they want to force into your mind, they will draw upon
some magnificent verb or adjective or noun that will hit
you with a physical impact. Words such as these are a
necessary part of a cultured vocabulary.

‘Words that may becorue alive
and walk up and down in the
hearts of men. British

34. Adjectives That Have to Do with Size

IN THIS WORLD of four dimensions that we live in (i
we count time as the fourth), size has, of course, impor-
tance, and in this chapter you will have 12 adjectives that
deal with it. Their full definitions will not be given to you
at the moment, but you will be able to make a good guess
at the meanings of the words that you don’t already know.

but also for reading and understanding. And for.

T
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I. Here are the 12 words with their pronunciations. All but two
are words of four or more syllables, which tends to show that ideas

or objects of large size almost demand big words to deseribe them

- 1. Events that are monumental (mon @ i
v on U men’t’l) are 1
and notable and last “like & monument.” ) ore impressive

2. A slenforian (sten t3'ri an) voice i
ice b
powerful. ) is extremely loud and

3. Anything gargantuan ( 't i
/ gabhr gan’tl an i
usually tied in with greed. ) s enormous and s

4. A her il . .
effort. culean (hur kii Ié‘an) task is one that requires grest

5. Astronemical (as trd nomi k’l) fi i
gures are diffi
because they are so huge. HHieult o couat

6. A momentous (m3 men’tus) occasion i i
3 on'is one that i
and of great importance. s welghty

7. When we speak of a catastrophic (kat & strof’ik) happening
we are referring to an overwhelming and widespread misfortune.

] 8. When 8 person assumes a grandiose (gran’di 6s) manner he
is pompous and is trying to seem magnificent.

9. [Uimitable (1 lim'it & b’1) just means “without limit.”

10. An august (a. gust) manner iS i 'l i
.
B . W : one tha:t 18 ma, estlc a:nd

11. Those who are omngscient (om: nish’ o
knowledge. (om- nish’ent) possess infinite

12. Those who are omnipotent (om nip’s t,ent5 have unlimited
power.

II. Be careful w'hen you fill in the blank spaces that have been
le_ft in the folIO\.mng sentences. All these 12 adjectives have to do
with a typ;a of lee’ but there is one adjective that will best fit the
meaning of each sentence, The initial letters will hel ‘
the order of the words is changed. elp you because




206 Six Weeks to Words of Power

i. The e defeats on the eastern‘ front did much to
bring Germany to her knees.

i i lainingina g
2. The conceited official was exp 18 g—
that he would be delighted to show us the institution.

manner

3. This plain fact is a m milestone on our onward

march, . N
4. Leonardo da Vinei with his multiple skills and incredible
wisdom could be truly said to have been o .
5. Japan’s dreams of empire were modest in comparison with
the .g_______ aspirations of Germany.
6. They had too great a faith in his power and actually seemed
to believe that he was o v
voice.

7. The referee announced the score in a &
8. It is time that the powers that be in Washington should rally
to the h.—__ task of stopping inflation.

9. Our national debt has reached a_ . figures,

10. Once again we come to one of those periods in history when
m__— decisions have to be made.

11. We are pouring out the world’s savings and these savings
are not i

12. The crowd was hushed before his a. presence.

1—catastrophic; 2—grandiose; 3——mon.umentt9:]; ?:
omniscient; 5—gargantuan; 6——omn3pot'ex;0,_mo-
stentorian; 8—herculean; 9—astronomical;
mentous; 11-illimitable; 12—august.

Answers:

II1. Some of these words are so near to each other mmml;e:zlbnl%
tha.t we had best turn tc their derivations so that we w

to draw a fine line between them. .h
(1) MONUMENTAL comes from the Latin monumenium, whic

eans “that which is intended to preserve the.reC(.yllectlori
I;lf any thing.” That is, & monumental happening 18 some
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thing so tremendous and notable that we will always
“remember”’ it,

(2) sTENTORIAN: The man Stentor was a herald in the Trojan
War who wasfamous for his elarion voice. Hence a stento-
rian voice is one that is uncommonly strong,

(3) @ArGanTUAN: Gargantua was a giant in a satire by Rabelais,
who had a phenomenal appetite. Hence the word gargan-
tuan means anyone like Gargantua with his characteristics
of size or greed. Another word with a similar derivation
and meaning is TITANIC (ti tan’ik). In Greek mythology the
Titans were giants, so anything titanse is of great size.
Unlike gargantuan, greed is not implied in the meaning of
titansc. This latter word would appear thus in a sentence:
“We are giving everything we have in contributing our

part to this titanic struggle.”

(4) mERCULEAN: We know that Hercules was a hero of Greek
mythology who was noted for hig superhuman strength.
Therefore a herculean task would be one that would re- .
quire the strength of & Hercules,

(5) ASTRONOMICAL: Originally the Greek asironomia,. from
astron, “star,” and nemein, “to distribute.” So when we
speak of the astronomical figures of our national debt we
mean that it is as huge as the stars in numbers,

(6) MomENTOUS: Here is a word that comes from the Late Latin
term momentosus, meaning “of a moment.” But our word
refers to & “moment” of vast importance and great con-
sequence, as “We have come to a period in history when
momentous (weighty) decisions have to be made.”

(7} carastrormIC: This word pertains to a sudden and over-
whelming misfortune or calamity. The Greek word
katastrophe, ‘“‘overturning,” hints at the meaning. A

catastrophic earthquake would carry the Greek sense of
“turning over.”

{8) eranprOsE: Originally from the Latin grandis meaning
“large.” But coming down to us through Italian and
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French it grew to mean “large” or'pqmpo? :,:cxin zgzcs;t;c{
in manner, although occasionally it is used i
ing and impreseive. A word close to this in mea I iy
Py oENT {gran dil’ 8 kwent), from thej, 3t1'n
GMNE;IL?&‘&B& 7 and loquor, “to speak”—-that' is, “big
Z;(;;:é}}%ﬂ?ke gr:mdiose the term grandiloquent rexeg: only

to sl.)eech, to the using of lofty and pompous words.
] is word (a form of #n used
O D & e partagfi ‘;?:rs:i;’is frém the Latin lime

before [) means “not” the Letin e
hich means “a cross-path or boundery line,”
w

able means “not able to be bounded,” and thus, Without
limits; boundless. ‘ |
. ot
(10) aveust: Thisis directly from the Latin augustus, majestic,
ingini i Omnisciey
jts meaning in its Latin parts.
an OM:NISS::: :;Z‘;ej:};:s I‘1‘19»1 ”‘agnd scio, “to know.” Hence th
is m , “all,
omniscient “all-knowing.” :
in the Latj
. e we have the whole story in
@ Oméxﬁ:ép?ts; “all-powerful,” from omnis, “all,” suf
w 2 _

i Spotent person is “‘able”y
ns, “being able.” So an emnzpoient
ggti‘all” and so has unlimited and universal power.

IV. How many of these words can you recall? The order has beg
radically changed.

i 7.0 —
2. o 8, S
3. 0m——— (VI S—
4. a. 10.h — ——
b g——— 11. 8o
6. - 12 m

the bother of constantly turning to the dictionary. B

The intent of this book has been to save you, the readJ
for you to formj

the dictionary habit is a valuablg one
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the same. So many of the words you have been studying
are rich in meanings, and all these shades of meanings
cannot be given in the confines of this small volume.

Clearness is the most important
matter in the use of words.
QUINTILLIAN

35. A Miscellany of Adjectives

YOUR VOCABULARY is the best single test of your IQ.
Today there is no excuse for not improving it. The tech-
niques for doing this are known. And if you make yourself
rich in words your competition will be slight. Here is why.

From 1946 to 1949 seventy-five million people in the
United States didn’t read a single book; sixteen million
read no magazine or newspaper. Ten million were com-
pletely illiterate.

How easy it is to stand above this crowd. There are so
many ways of learning words.

Here is one hint that can be helpful. You ean use out-
door advertising signs to aid you in adding to your voeabu-
lary. Also the car eards in buses and subways and the
advertisements in the magazines and newspapers can be
used with profit to this end.

If the word charming, for instance, appearsg in an adver-
tisement that you happen to be looking at, try to see how
many synonyms you can find for it. Has the high-priced
publicity man chosen the best word for the purpose?’
Would the word attractive be better, or alluring, bewitching,

lovely, captivating, enchanting, enrapturing, entrancing,
winning, or fascinating?

L. You ean very often play this same game with the words in this
list. Here is a group of 18 forceful adjectives to add to your
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nun
already acquainted with them.
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reservoir of words. You will first be introduced to their pro-
ciations. Of course it is more than possible that you are

(1) marTIAL—mar’'shul
(2) PREMONITORY-—Dpre mon'i o 1l
(3) sTrRIPENT—Sstri‘dent ‘
(4) REPLETE—TE pleet!
(5) acrip—ak’rid
(6) INEXPLICABLE—in ex’pll k& bl
(7) EGREGIOUS—e gree’jus
(8) LETHARGIC—IE thahrjik (th as in thin)
9 LErrAL—IE'thal (th as in thin)
/ (10) povarry—dow’t]
(11) AcQuIsITIVE—H kwiz'1 tiv
(12) mmicaL—in im'i kul
/(13) IRASCIBLE—1 ras’i b’l
(14) MALoporoUs—mal 8'dur us
(15) srark—stahrk
(16) INELUCTABLE—in & luk’tub bl
(17) apszcr—ab’jekt
/ (18) maTe—I'rate

rst 8 words in the above list. The test you
gned to show the power and economy
ng the right word. One of the 8 terms
italicized words that appear in the

1I. We will select the fi
will receive on them is desi
that can be gained by knowi

can be used in place of the
parentheses in each sentence. Wiite in the word that you think
fits the definition.

¢. inexplicable e. martial g. strident

a. acrid

" b. egregious f. premonitory k. replete

d. lethargic

A Miscellany of Adjectives

(1) ’It“he troop's swung down the street to the strains
o (pe.rtammg to or connected with milita
operattons) music. v

(2) The (g'iving or confaining an actual warning of
something yet to occur) signs of war are in the air,

(8) The room was filled with th
i _ e (loud, shrill
grating) voices of children, sl and

(4) His speech was brilliant
; and colorful, (abun-
dantly supplied and filled to D) wit
/ the utterm i
beautifully turned phrases. o0 with

(5) He was 'ah{:ost suffocated by the stifling heat
and (sténging to the taste and nose) smells

(6) His (not capable of bes eplas i
caused his downfall{c om0 explained) aotions

M \;I‘he kindest thing that you could say of him is
j a!; he was an (exceeding or towering above
dinary men) ass,

(8) He had been a person of
) great ambition, b
1':’ ether thro;ugl.l ill health or frustration Z:
ad become indifferent, inactive, (unnaturall
dull and shuggish). ’ !

A . —— 1al. 3
nSWers: éhma};lal, 2'~premomtory; 3—strident; 4—replete;
acrid; G—mexphcablle; 7—egregions; 8——lethargic’

III. It is one thin
g to know the meaning of
. » . a
it. It is quite another to call it up Whengyou sz::!t;dt Y'Vusehen b How
many of these 8 words can you recapture? ° i How

1. completely filled

2. that cannot be accounted for ri._____—m
3. sluggis%l and drowsy .
4, that sm\;iasqeﬁ all others e
5. giving waming"fhead | P—
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6. pertaining to war ' W
[ M————
7. acid and biting to taste and smell
. —

3, harsh and shrill

. je; 4—egre-
i ble; 3—lethargic;
. j—replete; 2—inexplicable; 1 7norid; 8—
Anmers Zious? 5—-premonitory; 6—martial; 7—acrid
girident.

; d these
1V. These well-known speakers and writers have used these

words in this fashion:

1 33,
; it ey do not like o drill.”—
(1) “They have martiol qualities, but they

Winston Churchill.

1 i us.”—
“The premonitory Symptoms of despotism are upon
Hugo L. Black.

2)

h 2 Tg s n'”
«Phe world is menaced by brute force and sirident ambitic
e
—Jamesg F. Byrnes.
i j ‘ en ad-
«“The book is replete with the details of just how the m

vanced.’—Cecil Brown.

; sd fumes.”-—
#“Dgrk shapes loomed oub of the steam and acrid

Thzabeth Fowler.

.LH'\JBE e, pl?cable 7ige 18 0ODe [8)8 llhe 14 Teat Elb‘enorﬂenﬂ: Of
XSE;OIE‘E, a ---Jaln C\hllstlaaﬂ SmutS.

. FAE LI | d C_
- 16, A Oy
: 1 egregious CONCe
saon is cursed with
(7} “Bueh & pers
Douglas. eihatait o
. s ad lethargic
, ieldy in body an
TS heavy MaD, ULW
(8) “He was & 2@

& I

; - Wilson.
mind —Margery Wilson

o ! d’-?’ {ives 1M U 318 C 12;1“;91 are ()f
ks 1 }16 S?(‘Uﬁd & oup ()f _L() a 7Y
var yhl (}leglees Oi dlh-cﬂl! 4 a.nd yaalle.

2 ¥

tvoe of man who is easily arcused ¥
B

5 c the irritable -
(1) You know the In o chip on his shoulder.

' pnger. He elways nas
He is srascibis,
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(2) Once such & touchy man is really stirred he becomes wrath-
ful and enraged,

He i3 srate.

(3) Here is a difficult and unusual word but nevertheless one of
great impact. It applies to something that is impossible %o
struggle against and that cannot be eseaped. A girl, for

example, can be said to have irresistible charm.,
She has ineluctable charm.

(4) The one syllable word stark packs & punch. Scenery can be
stork—that is, bare and unadorned. A persop ean be

stark naked—that is, completely so and “unadorned” hy
clothes. Or there can be a tragedy that is bare, grim, and
“unadorned.”

That would be a stark tragedy,

(5) There are things in this world, such as the iraffic in drugs,
that are huriful and unfriendly to man and 4o mankind
and {o his welfare.

They are snimical to man.

(6) Some people are more eager to gain money and nosssssions
than others. They are grasping, greedy, and mereenary,

They are acqusssitve,

(1) Lots of names exist for the brave man. He is valiant, for

rmnid-
able, courageous, and often strong and able,
He is doughiy.

{8) A person can receive a deadl

y dose of poison,
Itis & lethal dose.

{9) On oerasion a person will be low in his spirits, sunk to s wraly
abased condition, where he can be ealled

end ignoble. .
His condition io abjecs.

U

slavish, servile,

{10) There ars substances that give off & very bad odor. They axe
obnoxious and evil-smelling,
Tthey are malodorous,

VI. Review Section V snd then see i you ean re
fpproximate meanings of the words thas FOU Sover

2SI

member vhe

o
A
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1. irascible 6. acquisitive

2. irate 7. doughty

3. ineluctable 8. lethal

4, stark 9. abject

5. inimical 10. malodorous

virtually been defined for you in Section

VII. These words have
tions it will bring

V. If they are now shown to you in actual quota
the meanings into & sharper focus.

(1) “The strain of his long trial bad madé him srascible.”’—

Robert G. Chaffee.

(2) “The comic strip was a normal one about 2 man and his srate

‘ m(}ther-in—law.”——Alexander Markey.

(8) “We are faced by a hard, ineluctable fact.’—Samuel Hoare,

(4) “Not one word of comment is necessary; the stark facts
speak for themselves.”—Monroe E. Deutsch.

ness of this eache in the

(5) “He was conscious of the strange
d ingmical to man.”

snow, this mid-winter refuge in & worl
—John Buchan.
(6) “Suppose that strong, just men
against the acquisitive, unjust me
“ihe doughty public servant assured the nati
Navy was ready. '__Wendell L. Willkie.

(8) ““They equip their vigilantes with tin hats,
lethal weapons.”—John L. Lewis.

n.”’—Richard BE. Byrd,

()] on that the

“Furopesns were terrorized into various
mission.”’—Winston Churechill.

@

(10) “The Tittle flat was hot and stuffy,
up a malodorous sultrinesso”——-W.

VIII. It you con call off 10 o
' well above average.

refused to take action

gag masks, and
forms of abject sub-

and from the road beat
Somerset Maugham.

r 12 of these 18 words you will be
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1. filled full e
2. unexplainable r
3. abnormally sluggish and dull l;le_..__
4. extraordinary and outrageous S
5. forewarning .
6. relating to war .
7. sharp and biting to the taste and smell [:a———_&____
8. harsh-sounding and shrill —
9. easily angered .
10. wrathful -
11. irresistible
12. bare and grim in——‘—t..____
13. burtful ;
14. greedy and grasping
15. strong and valiant .-
16. deadly N
17. east down in spirit T
18. evil-smeijling T
ma__
Answers:  1—replete; i i :
gious;p ﬁpri;;ﬁg;iabﬁ;;}iﬁ?agﬁiicéﬁ ~

::;ie.ntl; ;——.ir.asc‘iblle ; 10—irate; 11-—inelictable: 12
ar&; ld—inimical; 14-—acquisitive; 15—d ehty:
16—lethal; 17—abject; 18——malodoro,us ouBhy;

You can see that thi
pou at this language of ‘ours is i
ustible. And it is truly full of excitement z.lrlnlclioslfe;ﬁi;-




FIFTH INTERMISSION

3dd Word Histories
a this book of short, Old English

¢ gimple form and are
ds. They are usually words © : :

Xf(‘)mrengof on{y one syllable. And yeb at times it _}::pé);i
that these short and coinmon fw:})lrds ﬁge?:; %;lilg:roscob :
i . 1f vou will place one o1 them icrose
glﬁﬁegften’break up into a phrase or even gometimes into

& whole sentence. :
Let’s try & word like barn, for instance. Fo;ur.tl?etters,
one syllable, and as solid as an 09:1«: beam. But 1%18ee dhat
If we look at barn under & reading g}ass we ’x;vr\ o0
it splits up into two words, bere, barley, a,ni o };
“place.” That is, the bere-zrn, our barn, Was Orlg
“g placs for barley.”
Again, there's bard}

WE HAVE spoken 1

v a day goes by that we don’t use

the word about. One time, long ago, somebgiige :v;io;se‘l’i;
down end we have said it over”and over ”VA "
{Tims cut to copsider the phrase 1;ever flnze,ro ey
vears ago we would have spelled ﬂa&eme 1‘avs X o
;n'the, and they would have meant literally

. ag they do now.)
But to return to our wor
\ Saxon deys you'll fied about sp

216

d about. Away back in .Anglo-
elled onbuton, and this word

e = et

Odd Word Histories 21

is a sentence, on, “on,” be, “by,” and utan, “outside.’
So if you should remark “There is nobody about” you ar
really saying, “There is nobody nearby the outside of m
house or wherever I am.” Thus about got to be used i
the sense of “near by,” “nearly,” “around,” and so forth

Alas is also a common word with a less complicated his
tory. This little, old-fashioned number is just a sigh o
weariness and sadness. It is made up of the Old Frenc
“ah” for the sigh, and the Latin word lassum, meanin
“tired.” So alas is merely a shortened form of ah lassum
You will recognize the Latin lassum in *‘lassitude,” ou
English term that means “a condition of weariness.”

When you are the only person at a party, you are literall
“one-ly,” the ly ecoming from the Old English term -izc
like.” So when you are the only one present you ar
%one-like” or “like one,” which is about true.

The words lonely and lone both come from the term
alone which, of course, is similar in meaning to only. Th
unpretentious word alone literally means “all one.” An
when one is by one’s self, one is alone, or *“all one,” isn’
one? -

Then there are the two simple words good-bye an
Gospel. We all know by this time that the first one is
telescoped version of the phrase “God be with you,’
and that the second one is derived from “God’s spell.” An
gince spell used to mean “story,” its “God’s story” w
are talking about when we speak of the Gospel.

In our langusge the word wunless used to be spelled
“onless” these many centuries ago, but some smar
scholar who was none too wise thought that the “on’
should be “un,” so he respelled it ““unless.” The meanin
is still “on.” For instance, if you were to say, “I’ll work
tomorrow undess U'm too tired,” you really mean, “Or
any less event than being too tired I'll work tomorrow.’
Or you might demur and say that you have determined
now to go to work because you are too tired, which actually
means that you won’t work “by cause” of the fact tha
you are too tired.

To carry this same anecdote a little further, you migh
remark that you would rather play golf than work. Rathe
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comes from the Old English word rathe, which means
sghead of other things.” So #zhead of other things”
guch as work you would prefer to play golf. Or, to put
it another way, and with the same implication, you
would “sconer” play golf than work.

There are many oddities among the plainer words of our
language. Noughty is one such. You would hardly suspect
such a common word ag this of complications.

Back about a thousand years ago naughty was spelled by
the English in several ways: nauht, naht, noht, or nawhit.
And nowhit came from ne, “not,” @, “ever,” and whit,
“thing.” So nawhit meant #not ever a thing,” or just
plain “nothing.” Even in the days of Miles Standish they
gpoke of “the naughty canoes.” That is, the canoes were
Sgood for naught.” So if you are “good for naugh 7 you
are worthless, and worthless people are often bad, and
¢hat’s what our word has finally come to mean.

But even the odd history of naughty is hardly as bizarre
as that of the harmless four-letter word nice. What a
chase that will lead us!

In the Middle Ages nice meant foolish or ignorant, for
it comes from the Latin word nescio, which is made up
of ne, “not,” and scio, “t0 know.” Then because ignorant
people are very often gilent, its meaning changed to
“ghy” or “coy.” Later there came another shif in mean-
ing. Sometimes shy folks get the reputation of being a
little supercilious because of their offish ways. So with
consequent changes nice €ame to mean *hard to please,”
“precise,” uezacting.” We use it today in that sense
when we say: “That is a nice problem.” Finally mice
became general in its meaning and is now applied fo
many things, such as people of good taste and pleasant
disposition.

So you can see that many of our simplest words are any-
thing but simple after all. '

SIXTH WEEK

Choice word and measure phrase
above the reach of ordinary men.
WORPSWORTH

36. Adjectives with Disagreeable Meanings

A$ WE have sai\.i_d beirore, those words that deal with hate
crime, anger, vilification, invective, and such seem to havé
gmre sheer power than the kindlier terms. It is, perhaps
pz::il(l)sle 1;};e}('i a;-ﬁ surcharged with emotion, dym’;.mic with
. An ey are often emphasized wh

As a matter of fact the sound ioe cam e

I ( of your voice can infl )
meaning. You can say “good-night” in a tone of1 I;ui'lgxl'lizg

or disgust. An i it i i
or d g d a girl can say it in a way that invites a

I. The adjectives listed in this chapter will have ominous or evil

connotations. How many of them ar i man,
A ¢ familiar to
can you define with a measure of accuracy? yout How Y

(1) eerrIBIOUS—DpUr fid’i us )
(2) BaLEFUL—bale’ful
(8) LArRcENOUS—Iahr'sé nus
(4) UNREGENERATE—un I jen'ur it
(5) pIRE—dire ’
(6) GRUESOME—groo’sum
219
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idelsty, for mstance, is‘a fairly
¥ ecommon English word
faithfulriess? It derives from the Latin fides, “faith.” You lfIil:gl}uhnli
Latin root, ﬁd for “faith,” in & number of our words. In fidelity
f‘or ex::,,mple is being “unfaithful’”in marriage. An mﬁdel has n(;
faith t”1;1 God. ,?)nd in similar fashion, our word perfidious that
we & rem
e b r ember, means someone who ha.s been “unfalthful”
- Larcenous you can remember from !/
a
e st,ea]mg reeny, since thls ig'the legal
Unregenérate is a Tittle herder to tle to enythmg Generate means
to produc‘e or to give birth to to bear. A person who is Fegenerate
has been “born egam” ina spmtual sense, and. is good. The un
rﬁgen;rate :‘z‘re un, “not,” re, “again,” generate “born” that i
ey.have ‘‘not been born again,”. the ,
, y-havenot.b
‘ee‘x‘rt and are therefore wwked " o renewed "
5 Repel” can remind-
s mind you of repugnant for you are re lsed 8]
nd
epei‘l‘ed b):'repugnant things. With defamatory you calhuthmk of
the “fame” that is being taken “away” (de-) from someone,
:'When & person is vstuperative you can almost hear the angry
(;ijqffens_we 'words. fchat he is spitting out..*Illegal’’ will help you
:recall sllicst; ‘and : salacsous is a8 slimy in itéisound as the in-
ecency that:it suggests. “Youhad also best refresh-your memory
bout baleful, dire, gruesome, and clandestine;::

(7) REPUGNANT—T€ DUg "nant

(8) PEFAMATORY——de fam's to ri

(9) cLaNDESTINE—klan des'tin

(10) VITUPERATIVE—VI ta'pur @ tiv

(11) ILLiCIT—i Lis’it

12) SALACIOUB——sa lay’shus

II Let’s approach these words with a general discussion, and 4
without, at the moment pomtmg up theu' exact and full §
: ’ .

definitions, Lo bk

Pe'rjidwus actions are actions of treachery, and 2 perfidious ma
is one who is. deliberately. false to a trust. His actions can, have.
baleful—-tha.t is, 8 destructive and harmful influence on other

A person who is larcetious at heart is thievish and: given to di

‘ fraudlng others ‘to-his own' proﬁt i he ¢annot be reformed hy
um'egenerate “He'i§ 't enmlty wnth th
“his‘evil ‘ways-can’ have dwe consequences f¢

he has harmed. - '
“We can speak of 8’ guesome. crime such as: murder, for thi

“thatare gruesome ‘¢ause a’kind of horrof that makes one’ shudde
ATV ¢ritiies are repugnant—that s repulslve ‘to decent:peopl
Defamatory statements are those that defame a person,.t
blacken his character and reflect on his good name. Clandests

aﬁan-s are. aﬁalrs that are kept secret.; heyare un hand an
eetm

fit the ri ht d
b a»he ght- words. m the blank spaces. The unt;lal

,were greatly dxsturbed when they hea.rd that
their son was; hevmg Comiiinriy meetlngs w1th the glrl

When people are ttuperatwc they are using.
Vituperative language is angry, seolding language. Tllsc ects arcge
illegal acts. We read" ‘about the sllicst trafficid drugs.
And salacious remarks or. salacsous books are those that are i

decent and obscene
- U T

T IY

III. In the last part of this. chapter Jyou- wxll e given sentenc
with blank spaces to be filled in with the proper words. Befo
this happens it will be an aid to youif we firét have a rehear

There are tricks of assocmtlon that can help gomewhat in

calling at least a few of these words.

the end they were disillusioned for th
loyalty and p. rinisked learned of his dls- |

/////

‘dedp and Baunting g
his life, -
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6) The i — traffic in narcoties has cost the American
people five times the price of the Panama Canal.

(7) He blistered the ears of the man with a choice flow of
v English.

(8) The producers are yielding more and more to vulgar and
g plays.

(9) We are living in a wicked and godless and an 4 880
that is perhaps beyond salvation.

{10) Their armies arein d———— peril.

(11) On the front line death never ended his g harvest.

1 racketeers..

Answers: 1-—clandestine; 2—repugnant; 3—defamatory; 4—
perfidious; 5—baleful; 6—illicit; 7—vituperative;
8—salacious; 9—unregenerate; 10—dire; 11--grue-
some; 12—larcenous.

Two of the above words have interesting synonyms. Boleful has
a sister term, baneful. The latter is the stronger of the two. It
comes from an Old English word, bana, “‘murderer,” so it is not
only harmful but death-dealing and deadly.

The word salactous has a host of synonyms. There are lubricious
(oo brish’us), licentious (1i sen’shus), and wanton, which all mean
lewd and lustful in varying degrees. And to these can be added
prurient (prir’i ent), libidinous (1 bid'i nus), lascivious (4 siv'i us),
and lecherous (18ch’ur us), which parallel the meaning of salacious,
but in addition they also mean “full of sexual and sensual
desires.”

All the terms in this chapter rank as words of strength and
of color within their own realm.

(12) America today is paying untold ﬁribute {o the greed of
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The only thing T would whip
schoolboys for is not knowing
English. CHURCHILL

37. Adjectives That Describe Your Friends
and Enemies

Zgﬁ g:giﬁovzhabout to cl?nsider a sizeable group of words
e the personalities and activiti
people who surround you. ivities of some of the
May I suggest a trick to you? Tr i i
' g ? Try to identify each word
with a friend of yours, or with a politician or an actor or
some qther. pubhc- character. If you will dramatize the
W(?rds in this way it will belp to make them stick in your
mind. Stx_'angely enough, the more that you make a game
out of this book, the better you will do at it.

I. Here are the first 5 adjectives:

(1) GARRULOUS (gar’uh lus): This type of girl is given to talking
too much about trifles in a tedious, rambling way.

(2) maUpLIN (mawd’lin): She cries easil i
: : y at the movies and i
sentimental and tearful in a silly way. and s

(8) racownic (1i kon'ik): You don’t often meet her in the world
of women. The definition of this word reads: “Using as
few words as possible; bluntly brief.”

(4) TYRANNICAL (tiran’i kul): If we wi i
: shed to be libelous thi
word could apply to some despotic mothers-in-law. :

(5) SUPERCILIOUS. (sc7.6 pur sil’e us): She’s the social snob, scorn-
fully superior in her manner and exhibiting a haughty
contempt or indifference to her supposed inferiors.




(6) _RAPACIOUS (ra pay'shus) Such a, man is excbssively gréédy
a.nd graspmg He wants all of everythmg ‘he ‘can get

_‘(7) PARSIMONIOUS (par §i mo
‘Heis sting a.nd nxggardl

et

sl tranf.)' !
lcttrant ‘when they s.re obstmate, belhous,
I emst ;

SIEAN
,ord;btha,t ,
ope who i Rabela

fellow )
fa,wnmg manner of some hea.dwalte siv

PROFLIGATE (prof‘li git 6 s !
““dnd wasteful. g ) pesple aro recklessl?:{

THFUL (sloth'ful) Tﬁes‘é“"fo

s sluggish about all they do

el
overb o
8 earm%’ and it 0§1
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10. He was a bard taskmaster and his children resented his

e attitude,

11 . R ]jglon [+ ntel‘s upon the Spi itua
e {3 . T I
. ; . r&thel‘ thall the

12. Bhe is young and gay, with one of
personalities T have ever kll(’)wn. of the most e

13. He i i
. was obviously annoyed and turned his eyes on her in a
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14, She; won’t spend a penny she doesn’t have to.  P.
15. She is greedy and grasping. ———
16. He is the Qilent type. T
17. She cries easily. m e
18. She is a pert and saucy lass. b
19. She talks constantly about nothing at all. ' ‘g

o

20. He agrees in a fawning manner.

1—ebullient; 2—tyrannical; 3—carnal; 4—implaca~
ble; 5—dour; 6—pertinacious; 7—supercilious; 8—
recalcitrant; 9—censorious; 10—slothful; 11—arro-
gant; 12—profligate; 13—Rabelaisian; 14—parsimo-
nious; 15—rapacious; 16—laconic; 17—maudlin;
18—brash; 19—garrulous; 20—obsequious.

Answers:

VI. In the next exercise you are supposed to fill each space with
the adjective that fits best. The initial letter again will be your

guide.
1. I resent your overbearing and 4 manner.
2. The waiter made me a little sick with his o.
, with its resources.

bows.

8. Our nation is p
4. Work was something he heartily disliked. He seemed to have
been born 8—————. :
5. When you turn over a job to him, he is 80 p=
you know it will be finished. '
6. You can’t resent her even though ghe is a bit brazen and
in her manner. ' :
7. The old lady was shrewd, a little malicious, and sometimes
outright R in her bawdy wit. »
8, He has the most i.— hatred for all forms of tyranny.
" 6. The Egyptian boatman stopped rowing in the middle of the
.river and practically held us up with hisr ... demands for
more money. .

that

b.

fashion.

14. The teacher was trying to pull up some r

from his seat. child

15. She had wrung several small rai
it raises from her p

16. The great doctor saw to it that g

waste his time with senseless chatter. folke did not

1 . Whell (] t!‘y apply inteuigen(}e ll.} is O] 19][ S. e
7 w t() ) 1 f y
i £ ' ld tracked b ¥

18. They are suffering more from these .
. .. tt
in their clipped, 1 reports. attacks than is apparent

19. In th i
li)i:fgs(.iays peopvle lived under the brutal rule of

20. She was a shall i i
e shallow and scornful society woman with a

Answers: 1~arrogant§ 2—obsequious; 8—profligate; 4—sloth-
ful; 5—pertinacious; 6—brash; 7—Rabelaisian; 8—
1mplacabl-e; 9—rapacious; 10—censorious; 11-(:8.,1'11&1'
leulhent; 13—dour; 14—recalcitrant; 15—parsi-,
monious; 16—garrulous; 17—maudlin; 18-—Iaconie:

- 19—tyrannical; 20—supercilious. ,

You will be surprised what confiden i
: ce you will gai
fil:ge repeated drills. You don’t need to be %2113 fggﬁ
ers of men have confidence in themselves and a com-
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uickest ways to the self-

228
mand of words is one of the q

copfidence that they have. 1t is really true that those who
speak well and write well have an almost unfair advantage

over those who are poor in language.

Language is the dress of thought.
SAMUEL JOENSON

38. Adjectives That Suggest Strength

ONE OBJECT of this book, as we have stressed, is to en~
courage you to develop & burning curiosity about words.
Once you have gained this you will be surprised to dis-
cover how many unusual words you have let go by un-
challenged in your reading. Believe it or not, I personally
have even found such words as atavistic and Gargantuan
in the sports columns. ‘

There is no intent to suggest that you stop every time
you meet & strange word and look up the defipition in a
dictionary. After all the ideas and facts in whatever
account you are reading are the important things. But
you can still read with a pencil in your hand, and you
can cheek the words that are new to you. Then, when you
are through, you can look up their meanings and write
down the definition that best fits the case in hand. It
will be even better if you also copy the sentence in which

the word in question is used.

1. Here are 14 selected adjectives that you will be apt to meet in
your daily reading.

(1) INTREPID—ID trep’id

2) IMPREGNABLE—im pregnd bl

3) INALTERABLE—In awl'tur 3 bl

' (4) UNIMPEACHABLE—UD im peech’d b’}

Z=meer—

N V - —
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(5) UNMITIGATED—UD mit’} gate ed
(6) sacrosancr—sak’ro sangkt
(7) crarioNn—kliri un
(8) r1GOROUS—Tig’o rus
(9) 16NOMINIOUS—ig nd min’i us
(10) ravcoUs—raw’kus
(11) canamiTous—ki lami tus
(12) crmacric—kl mak’tik
/ (13) PEREMPTORY—DpUr emp’to 1

(14) PARAMOUNT—par's mount

IT. Most of these words n
o doubt hav ing
concentrate on the strangers if there aereaa[;};anmg for you. Then

The Latin sntreps i
pidus gives us the meanin
: . " ; g of the firs i
:ur lSt, jor tnirepidus comes from #n-, “not,” a,n(:iﬁtlr‘zt Yc;ord“m
f::nll o.” Those who are sntrepsd do “not t:remble”' ﬁ\ e
larlr ess, undaunted, and brave in the face of danger yAn(;ay'ar'e
ucai;] ;;nggez:ﬁff,?(&‘rxfles from Latin“parts that me;m. liteila[ﬁ;
: n. us an smpregnable fort ition i
thz;; i1tshptr}(l)of agam?t attack and is able to resisgrags(;ﬁgn " one
g W efwox‘r‘d am};}lterable we again turn to the Latin. for o
sour t.b -, for not., and aller for “other.” Anything inal able
1(:] 8 chz.mged into “another” thing. It is unch ool te?‘a'bl@
ca;();a le of being “altered” or modified angeable, -
nimpeachabls means faultle .
: ss and blamele “
o D ‘ 33, as “h
i z;eachable ch.anacter.” His character is irre, } 23] hebhas nd
U ot be called into question. ‘ proachable and
nmstigated is wholly different i
makiy ol ent In meaning. If
;lelzit;uthiei axS a'.;l unmstsgaied liar” you woddgmeai;():h:: 1‘;13 t? Say
nont te!:i. he Wgrd miligate means to make less se e, a‘n
i tgaled means “not softened in any way.” ' vere- o
acr . . :
smosa(::,c(;::& s a8 particularly interesting' word. The Lati
e gives 1t:, to us from sacer, “sacred,” and s s,
e - o anything sacrosanct is twice over, ﬂmmfh
peculiarly set apart, consecrated. saored snd s
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Tn Latin clarus means “clear,” and in our language clarion

means loud and clear as the sound of a trumpet. And once more

in Latin rigor means “gtiffness,” and so in English rigorous means

the characteristic that is marked by “stiffness” and sternness;
uncompromising; exacting.

Tgnomsnsous is based on the Latin ignomsénia, from in-, “no,”
and nomen, “name.” If you have lost your name you are humil-
iated and so ignominsous means degrading. And raucous, from
the Latin raucus, “hoarse,” carries the meaning of “harsh-
gounding”’—*“a reucous voice.”

A calamitous event is, of course, a disastrous and deplorable
one. But anything clémactic pertains to a “climax” or eritical
period. This word, of course, is based on clémaz, from the Greek
klimaz, “ladder.” When a thing is climactic you have climbed
up the “ladder” until you have reached the highest point.

The last two words in the list are peremplory and paramount,
Anything peremptory must be obeyed, and anything paramount
is superior to all others. Peremplory orders express 8 command
that admits of no refusal. I can speak of the paramount reason,
the one of chief importance, that led me to & decision.

III. If all these words are known %o you then this is merely 8
review. But if there are some that you are unsure about it might
be well to go over Section II again, as you are about to be faced
with a test. '

Here are 14 sentences. Fill in each blank space with the one
word that best fits the meaning. The wording of the sentences
will always give you a hint. If you are in doubt about a word
skip it for the moment and continue with the test. You may get
it in the end by elimination.

1. The West was won by the
pioneers from the Atlantic States.

.9. Fixed fortifications are no longer

and courageous

deter-

’ 3. I take up my pen now to assure you of my
mination to adhere to my planned program. .

reputation.
liar.

4. He has an unchallenged and

5. He is an unconscionable and
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zhove eritieism,
e than any other clses,

6. We sometimes thi ili
imes think the milita A
but they are no more felipi

7. The thing that is uppernos

tin our mindy i
wall ot domectass, ar minds i2 the

8. The plan was exe
E :outed | o Aj o .
forceful and —____ fashion 'y the Air Ministry in a most

9. He yelled at me ina ___ — voice

10. It would be a disaster, and nothin

- . hor
insist on cutting the budget any further, g short of ————to

11. The play rose in intensity toa ... third act

12. He was humiliated by his

13.’ One day a
office’of Finance Minister,

o (ismissal, .

order came to him to take over the

14. T have duties in man

tion is to him, y directions but my

——— obliga-

74 Po1— id; 2—i — —
swers: 1-—intrepid; 2 impregnable; 3—inalterable: 4—un
A ; -

; . "
crlr;;r)ieachaéﬂe, S—unmitigated; 6—sacrosanct: 7
« 01 . & - . . . .
17 S-rigorous;  9-—raucous; 10—calamitous:
3

11 Chmﬂctlc, 1‘2 gnom
o ign HUOUS, 1‘5 pelemptm) ’

All these words j :
you have just covered
strength and can be used with telling ef;ectme of superb

Words are wise men counters.
HOBRES

39. - Adjectives That Deal with Wickednesa

THE WEALTH of adjectives that ¢

: onnot il 1
commentary on mankingd. Every shade o

of sin is covered.
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ds are gathered together in - .

” fewh Oftthesgsco(lj(;r f;lelacr;v (;,lhism youg will recognize their t‘i;n'{'h(}y ma_)t' ntot be completely $ncorrigible but they are
this chapter. ¥ ad . rds in our certainly impenitent,

y ., After all, we fashion wurds !
tIemQBdOUE po(‘; etrhe are thei symbols of our bad char- ' 5. The bestial savagery of the man can b et compe
nctorition, T with the acts of Attila the Hun,

cteristics.
acteris | , - 6. '.I“hese reformers, unclean in their own lives, were traly a
I. Let’s meet this little group of words ths hard w-ay.a's)i(s)ut hw;S ! pharisaical crowd,

. in ages and iz many e . |

o immdigm :(;)tbelr?ﬁ:i:az?i:;rzszzﬁe:he exact meanings of such eth.r 22‘2 8W8ilsaa beautiful but a most dangerous gitl, with o
D s s ' But, at the least, you m 8 charm,

; 4y be strange to you. bBut, st, & - o

O;fr}ilkzgrgﬁea;d?:gta;e of knowing that all of these adjectives l8d We are living without religion in an agnostic and $mpioys
ire connected with some form of iniquity. world.

9. The thrones of Washington are occupied by unprincipled

; i b ical practices
{1) UNCONSCIONABLE (un kon’shun & b’l) medical p and Machsavellion, planners,

(2) REPRERENSIBLE (rep ré hen'si b'l) acts 10. The sailors started thejr scabrous tales of night Jife ashore,

(2} mENmAcioUs (men day’shus) testimony 11. There are many sins that people will condone, but the

world draws aside jtg skirts from anyone whose acts are zg

. TR T A
{4) meormiamLE (in korl ji b'l) youths despicable as his,

/ {8) pmstiaL (bes’chul) savagery
{5 3

. N III. Some of the strangers among these wo d be taki
3) prARISAICAL (far i say’i kul) reformers : & words may be taking on
{6) PHARISAICAL ( ) j o s | more clar{ty, but on the whole, they are go similar in meaning
{7) meRETRICIOUS (1nér & trish’ug) maaner that nothing short of the definitions themselves will keep them

apart. In. some ways they overlap but each one has an indj-

{8) marioUs (im'pi us) deeds viduality of its own,

. . mak 14 vel'l an) statesmen .
{49) MACHIAVELLIAN (1ma (1) Unconscionable acts are unreasonable and unsecrupulous
(10) scavrous (skay’brus) plays ones that go beyond ordinary bounds and limits. They
are not governed by conscience, The word unconscionable
would apply to a judge who had violated his oath of

/ {11) »EsprcasLe (des'pl ki bl) lives

. ) tter under- office. Or, in a gentler and more collor ial

i ot s se them in full sentences for a be. : ) ar quial way, you can
7 1;{“_ Vge Wlua ag:u:;pifem“:cbiﬂ will not completely differentiate say: “She kept me walting for an unconscionable time,”
e sLanding, 4. ’ . .
| ! theso ‘f,er:rns. . ¢ (2) Reprehensible emphasizes the blame angle. Eeprehenssble
S i . : ; tices of the acts are those that d
Pl d at the unconscionable prac eserve censure. They are blame.

\‘ 1, He was horrifie . worthy,

7/ popular phyeician. e s his acts were
9. Even his best friends agree that in this case his act () Anyone who is mendacious is addicted to lying and his
coprehensibie remarks are apt to be full of deceit.

. o beginning , . . '
3. His testiinony was pure fiction, mendacious from beg (4) The sncorrigsdle are those unmanageable persons who are
corend. too wicked to be reformed,
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(5) Bestial i3 what it sounds like, “beastly.” Bestial cruelty
would be the brutish and savage cruelty of an animal.
(6) The pharisaical are gelf-righteous people. Like the Pharisees
of the Bible, they observe the outward form but neglect
the spirit of religion and ethics. They are hypocrites at

heart.

(7) Meretricious means deceitfully or artificially attractive;

having false charms; alluring by false or gaudy show.
As a matter of fact this adjective derives from the Latin
meretriz, “a public prostitute or harlot,”

(8) Those who are impious are “pot pious.” They have no
reverenced fo- sacred things. They lack regard for the
Supreme Being.

(9) Machsavells was a Florentine statesraan who, in The Prince,
argued in bebalf of politically unscrupulous doctrines,
So the word Machiavellion refers to those schemers who
are crafty and eruel in politics; who are treacherous and
double-dealing. '

(10) Scabrous is a strong word that means ro
geabby. But it pow also applies to
galacious writings.

(11) Despicable is from the Latin despicio, de, “down to” and
specio, “‘to look.” You “look down” on despicable things;

they are contemptible, mean, and deserve to be despised,

ugh to the touch;
“rough,” risqué,

IV. Five of these 11 adjectives are turned into nouns by the
mere addition of “-ness.”” One is a proper name. Can you give
the noun forms of the other 5 that are listed below?

1. mendacious R
9. incorrigible e
" 8. bestial —m
4, impious S

5. reprehensible

Answers: 1—mendacity; 9—incorrigibility; 3—bestiality; 4+

‘ impiety; 5—reprehensibility.
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V. There are half a dozen oth

Ve ! er terms of this level

Severgli fw;l(il;:evc:negs 9f man, but t.hey are so near in m:ﬁngeﬁ

povora) of the orhs in the foregomg list, and are often so near

kg rg;g] o eac oth_er, .that it might be confusing to you t

i 1 them st this time, if you don’t already kn h .
y are given to you puiely as a list for reference o fhem.

FLAGRANT (flay’grant), INF i
¥Ls ' , AMOUS (in’fa mus), r
(ﬂﬁ Jlsh"us) crimes are those that are notoriousug)l; ingy shame,
fully wicked, and openly scandalous ) Elaring, hame-
PIABOLICAL (di & boli kal) acts . i
ar i
though performed by the devil himseli fondish and infernal as
cuf;ﬁc'}v{%ﬁi (ex’1 kra b') comes from the Latin execratus, “
damn&.b . 11 : :il: :tr Wol:d mex:ins utterly detestable abomix’mlﬁg.
ible. 'an be used in a softer wa; a" s 1
gnd wine were execrable”—that is, very bad g ’ ‘?ﬁ ko fO(')d
ress is execrable.” o e taste
NEFARIOUS (ne fairi us) is based
10U on the Latin Y
g};zié splits mt;o. ne, “not,” and fars, “utter.” Thavtvoi;d :::;ar"m,
atros' are go .wmked that they are “unuttersble.” 'l‘h;y a:'x “:us
cious, heinous, and villainous to even be mentioned a;ou(c)lo

égiliz LW;)IEId sﬁlggest that you concentrate on the first 11

might provelas ti)oapter’hTof master the last 6 at this time
© prove much of a burden

extraordinarily serious student. It ri:D}l;iz;!a)’ou are an

to return to-these words later on. ys possible

A word travels farther than a
man, German

40. Adjectives We Sheuld Remember

HERE IS a stateme
nt .
And yet it is true. that may seem rather startling.
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If the words in this chapter should by any chance be new
to you, and if you succeed in mastering them in one
evening, you will be learning as many words in this one
session as the average adult adds to his vocabulary in
an entire year. After the age of 25 most grown-ups learn
no more than 25 new words in 12 months. This number
remains constant for the rest of their lives unless they
plan and do what you are doing now.

You will now be faced with a list of 25 words that have
ot been covered in this book before. Try to fill in each
nlank space in the numbered sentences with that word
(a), (b), (¢), (d), or (e) that seems to make the most
sense. You will meet some of the same words more than
_ once in the 10 groups.

Don't let it concern you, when you check the answers,
if you find that you have made mistakes in your choices,
particularly in the first two or three tests. As you go on the
gtrange words will become more familiar to you. With this
method you are learning words by what might be called
the *“unfolding” process. The sentences suggest the mean-
* ings before the word is “opened” to you.

1. (a) TURBID (tur'bid)
(h) RAMPANT (ram’pant)
(¢) AUSPICIOUS (aws pish’us)
(d) sTRINGENT (strin’jent)
(e) omIwous (om'i nus)

1. The finishing school was carefully supervised and had
rules.

- waters.

9. One couldn’t see two feet down in the

3. The threat of Russia hovers like a dark cloud.

4. In many parts of the world disease is

5. All over the happy nation the flags were flying on that
- day. '

2. The
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II. (a) NprreAsiBLE (in de fé'zi b'l)
(b) LocraTIvE (160%krE tiv)
(c) awuspicious (aws pish’us)
(d) rorTIVE (fur'tiv)
(e) ArwUGCUS (ar'dii us)

1. As a rule teachers are in modest circumstances since their

profession was nevera . one.

2. It was the end of a most i
exhaust i it

e st ing campaign filled with

3. The omens were brigh i
ght and th i

o ome e times for his new
4, Hissly waysand looks aroused suspicion.
5. In democracies we believe that we have an right

to free speech.

Answers:  I—1—(d); 2—(a); 3—(e); 4—(b); 5—
H—1—(b); 2—(e); 3—(c); 4——(d),; 5~(84)

III. (a) ARRANT (ir‘ant)
(b) omiNows (om'i nus)
(c) pALTRY (pawl’tri)
(d) STRINGENT (strin’jent)
(e) GraTuUITOUS (gri 'l tus)

1. He was a hopeless knaveand an _____ fool

threat of Russia hovers like a dark cloud.

3. All of them together could raise only a ‘ sum

4. This was the most

and bindi islati
bod aver put o byranny. ing curb that legislation

5. He was officious with all of his advice

IV. (a) unwonTED (un wunt’id)
(b) oNgrOUS (on'ur us)
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(¢)  SPURIOTS {rpirl us
(il) INBDEFEASIBLE (in de fe7a bD
(p) FRACTIHUS (frak’shu

There Wos ALl oo e LW 110 the streets.
_They had to relieve him of some of his responsibilities as his
duties had heeome £00 —rmemms

3. He thought that he had purchased a genuing diamond but
he discovered later that it was -

4. He was trying to herd together s lot of . calves,

5. The doctrine of hereditary right does by no means imply an
.............. right to the throne.

Answers:  Ii—-1—(a); 2--(b); 3—{c): 4—(d); 5—(e).

TV—1—(a); 2—(b); &—(c); 4—(e); 5—(d).

V. {a) TunB® (ttr'bid)
(h) MNORBINATE (in or'di nit)
() mostaric (ek stat’ik)
(&) vivis (liviid) ’
() mueparaBLE ({rep'uh ri b'l)

waters,

1. One couldn’t see two feet down in the

9. 1 saw o sick and ___ face staring at me from the window
with white, hollow eyes.

3. They were bubbling and . —— about their European trip.
4. This will require an . amount of patience.

. The damage was heavy, there was no insurance, and the loss
was therefore

VI. (8) uocramive (160'krd tiv)
{b) BLATANT (blay’tent)
(c) paLTRY {pawl’'tri)

{d) rracCI® (Hak’sid)

{¢) RAMPANT {ram‘pant)
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1. Iresented the

_— amount he gave me for all my services.
2. The weeds were running over the lawn.

3. His muscles were as as India rubber.

—_— - 1920s.

reformer,

4, Many millionaires were made in the

5. He is a bellowing and ——

Answers: V—I1——(a); 2—(d); 3—(c); 4—(b); 5—(e).
Vi—1—(c); 2—(e); 3—(d); 4—(a); 5—(b).

VII. (8) eraTUITOUS (gri ti'l tus)
"~ (b) TRANSCENBENT (tran sen’dent)
(¢) mExoraBLE (in ek’so ra b’l)
(d) TursULENT (tur’bii lent)
(e) uvie (liv'id)

1. The —— ___ river boiled white over the falls.
2. We looked upon the calm and beauty of the Grand
Canyon, .

3. His face turned with rage.

4, The shore was giving way to the inroads of the sea.

5. He gave me a insult.

VIII. (2) onwonTEB (un wunt’id)

(b) caracrysmic (kat & kliz'mik)

{c) BosTATIC (ek stat’ik)

(d) Fracrious (frak’shus)

(e) arpuous (ar'dd us) ‘ -
1. The bombers brought their - ruin.
2. These tribes have quéer and ..—— customs.
3. His labors have been long and
4. Youth can beso ...

5. The disorderly and

for his party.
over little joys.

pupils wouldn’t keep their seats.
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Answers; VII—1—(d); 2—(b); 3—(e); 4—(c); 5—(a).
VIII—1—(b); 2—(a); 3—(e); 4—(c); 5——(d).

IX. (a) rRREPARABLE (Trep’uh rii b'l)
(b) ARRANT (ar'rant)
(¢) TurBULENT (tur'bi lent)
(d) Fraccie (flak’sid) '
(e) INExORABLE (in ek’so rd b'l)

1. He was completely out of condition and his flesh hung
on his body.

2. He was a wicked and erook.

3. These times are troubled and with disorders.

4. The harm he did to the nation was

5. Our universe is governed by and unchangeable laws.

X. (a) TRANSCENDENT (tran sen’dent)
(b) spURIOUS (spii’ri us)
{c) INORBINATE (in or’dl nit)
(d) caracuysmic (kat & kliz'mik)
(e) ONEROUS {on’ur us)

1. The racketeers flooded the city with money.

2. The king was weary of his duties.

3. The price was and most outrageous.

4. And then came the disaster of the market crash

of 1929.

5. We were awed by the béauty of the scene.

IX—1—(d); 2—(b}; 3—(c); 4—(a); 5—(e).
X—1—(b); 2—(e}; 3—(c}; 4—(d}; 5—(a).

Answers:

XI. We will now list the 25 different words that you have
covered above and with each one we will give you three choices.

Adjectives We Should Remember

Check that one of the three th
meaning to the key word.

at you believe to be nearest in

(1) TurBIB—A: provoked. B: muddy. C: worried.
(2) BaMPANT—A: unchecked. B: bored. C sharp.
(8) auvsprcIOUS—A: favorable. B: beautiful, C: trustful,

(4) sTRvGENT—A: long drawn out. B: strics, C: burdensome.
(5) oMINows—A: sad. B: threatening. C: all-inclusive,

{6) INDEFEASIBLE—A: incapable of bein, i
i A g carried . B: un-
believable. C: incapable of being made vr;?d. out. B: un

(7) LocraTIVE—A: happy. B: highly' profitable, C: amusing,
(8) FURTIVE—A: intense. B: absurd, C: stealthy,
(9) arpUOUS—A: strong. B: preud. C: requiring efforg,
@ARRANT-—AZ roving. B: out-and-out. C: foolish,
(11) PALIRY—A: showy. B: almost worthless, C: boring.
(12) eRATUITOUS—A: resentful. B: freely given. C: thankful,
(13) oNwoNTER—A: unusual. B: unwished for. C: unpopular.
(14) oNErROUS—A: dishonest. B: mean. C-: burdensome,
( 5) SPURIOUS—A: scornful. B: false. C: widespread,
@ FRACTIOUS—A: perverse, B: clownish. C: broken.
(17) morpINATE—A: selfish. B: in confusion. C: excessive,
(18) BosTaTIc—A: foolish, B: enraptured, C: unhappy.
(19) LIvip—A: enraged. B: red. C: ashy-pale, -

(20) mREPARABLE—A: disre
: putable. B: that cannot b -
trolled. C: that cannot be repaired. oo

(21) FLAcciB—A: ealm. B: flabby. C: strong.
{22) TRANSCENDENT—A: shining. B: surpassing. C: hopefui

{28))INEXORABLE—A: relentless. B: angry. C: puzzling.




242 Six Weeks to Words of Power

(24) TorsULENT—A: quiet. B: tempestuous. C: muddy:.

(25) caracLysmic—A: extremely sudden and violent. B: en-
thusiastic. C: depressing.

1—B; 2—A; 3—A; 4—B; 5—B; 6—C; 7—B; 8—C;
90—C; 10—B; 11—B; 12—B; 13—A; 14—C; 15—B;
16—A; 17—C; 18—B; 19—C; 20—C; 21—B; 22—B;
23—A; 24—B; 25—A.

Answers:

If you happen to have a high vocabulary rating this test
will have been comparatively easy. If, however, your
vocabulary is limited, the test probably seemed hard to
you. Words like indefeasible, inordinate, transcendent,
Raccid, and inezerable are valuable to know but they
are not apt to be a part of ordinary vocabularies.

Language is the archives of his-
tory. EMERSON

41, Adjectives That Deal with Personalities

AT THIS POINT in the book you should be able to
handle a harder assignment than you did at the be-
ginning,

i. You will now be faced with 20 words. These are warm and
human words and are not too hard to remember. In almost
every case the senience will help reveal the meaning.

1. We have tried to get along with them but they are a
rebellious and sntransigent (in tran’si jent) crowd.

2. The play repelled us with its mawkish (mawk’ish) sen-
timentality.

3. The smperturbable (im pur tur’bd b’l) officer lined up the
lot and calmly collected their knives. £
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4. We will have no pusillansmous (pi si lan’i mus) crying for
peace at any price,

5. Waves of savages, demontacal (d& mo nj’s K1) in their
ferocity, hit our lines day after day.

6. You know I am not one of your dolorous (dol'ur us or
ddl"ar us) gentlemen; so now let us laugh again.

7. The employees are a pitifully low-paid group, but somehow
they stay on in spite of the penurious (pe ni‘ri us) attitude of
their employers.

/ 8. He is a dramatic critic who is pleased at nofhing and
“wri

tes a captsous (kap’shus) review of every play he sees,

) 9. Those who have been victorious should not be vindictive
(vin dik’tiv).

/ 10. The unctuous (unk’tiius) manner in which he served us
was slightly sickening,
11. She possessed an sndomstable (in dom’i t4 b’l) will.

12. We asked him a list of leading questions, but he was wise
and facsturn (tas’i turn) and we learned nothing,

1?. We hope to keep snviolate (in vi's let) the sacred concepts
of liberty we so cherish.

14. There are some men whose §mperfous (im peér'i us)- mien
eommands obedience.

15. He.a was & depressive type with a grim and saturnine
(sat’ur nine) expression. -

16. His sardomic (sar don’ik) criticism hurt the success of
the play.

/ 17. With an eloquence too fervid (furvid) to concern itself

with the niceties of metaphor, he called upon the city to wipe
out crime,

18. The feasts of the Emperor Nero were always attended by
a gluitonous (glut'tun nus) crowd. '
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19. Each test case was backed by wrrefutable (ir ref’a ta b’l)

evidence of blood guilt.
20. The racketeers are not satisfied with little gains but are

avaricious (av & rish’us) for unholy profits.

II. Each of the 20 words that you have just covered will now
be paired with another word that will be the same or the opposite
in meaning. In making this list you may find it necessary to
refer back to Section I.

1. intransigent—docile Same Opposite
2. mawkish—sickening Same Opposite
3. imperturbable—excited Same Opposite
‘4. pusillanimous—brave Same Opposite
5. demoniacal—raging Same Opposite
6. dolorous—cheerful Same Opposite
7. penurious—stingy Same Opposite
8. captious—faultfinding Same Opposite
9. vindietive—revengeful Same Opposite
10. unetuous—oily Same Opposite
11. indomitable—yielding Same Opposite
12. taciturn—talkative Same Opposite
13. inviolate—impure Same Opposite
14. imperious—commanding Same Opposite
15. saturnine—gloomy Same Opposite
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Answers: 1—Opposite; 2—Same; 3—Opposite; 4—Opposite:
5—8ame; 6—Opposite;7—Same ; 8—Same; 9—Same ;

l-Om—Same; 11-—Opposite; 12—Opposite; 13—Oppo-’

site; 14—~Same; 15—Same; 16—Same; 17—Opposite;
18—S8ame; 19—Opposite; 20—Same, ’

IIL. By now you probably have a reasonabl i

> _ y clear idea as to th
meanings of SI}ch of these words that may have been unknowz?
MMBW‘BIUUET?EW of them are slightly close together in
meanings it will be best if we run over their dictionary definitions.

1) IN’I‘RAN?IGENT: Irreconcilable; refusing to agres or com-
promise, Another word of similar meaning is contumacious
(kon t2 may’shus). If we were to say that “she is a
restless, roving, disobedient, contumacious female” we
would mean that she was insolently disobedient and
contereptuous of all authority,

(2) Mawkisa: Sickeningly sentimental,

(3) mpERTURBABLE: Calm and unexcitable: i .
disturbed. 1table; incapable of being

(4) PUSILLANIMOUS: Cowardly,

(5) »EMoNIACAL: Devilish; fiendish; like demons; frenzied.
(6) mororows: Sorrowful; mournful ; doleful.

(7) PENURIOUS: Mean and miserly in the use of money,

(8) caprioUs: Faultfinding; cross and. eritical; hard to please.
(9) viNwicTIVE: Revengeful; bearing ‘a grudge,

(10) uncruous: Oily and - o
‘ persuasive; unduly su . o s
a fawning way. y suave; polite in

(11) iNpoMITABLE: Unconquerable; unyielding; not to be sub-

16. sardonic—sarcastic Same Opposite dued; stubbornly determined.

17. fervid—unenthusiastic Same Opposite (12) wacITURN: Disinelined to talk.

18. gluttonous—piggish Same Opposite (13) rNvioLaTi: Pure; unprofaned; unbroken; uninjured

19. irrefutable—disprovable Same Opposite (14) mpERIOUS: Comu.suding; compelling; irine fmmlied
\ obedience, belling; requiring implicit

20. avaricious—grasping Same Opposite
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(15) sarorNiNg: Gloomy; heavy; morose; grave, dull; sullen,
(16) samrwonic: Derisive; sneering; scornful; bitterly sarcastic.

(17) ¥ERVID: Ardent; zealous; spirited; enthusiastic; full of fervor
and eagerness.

(18). cLuTToNous: Greedy; voracious; inclined to feast and eat
too much; apt to gormandize.

(19) mereruraBLE: Not able to be disproved; that cannot be
refuted or proved false; that cannot be repelled by argu-

ment.

(20) avarrcious: Greedy ﬁr gain or wealth;keen to get and to
keep; grasping.

The adjective ravening (rav’en ing) belongs in this list but
it might have been confusing. It means greedy and hungry,
eagerly geeking for prey, as “‘the ravening wolves.”

You may feel that these drills are merely adding a certain
mathematical number of new words to your vocabulary.
But word study is immeasurably more important than
this. Words touch all the far-distant shores of knowledge,
and anybody who becomes a serious student of words will
inevitably receive a liberal education. :

Words are the dress of our
thoughts which should no more
be presented in rags, tatters and
dirt than your person should.

CHESTERFIELR

42. Adjectives in the Higher Brackets

THESE will be truly high-level words. They are intro-
duced largely to show you to what an extent a vocabulary

T
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lcl?lrlle:;e }f:evlgipﬁdt. We will hardly call this an assignment,
un consideredsa ho a((i?ept 1t as such. You could scarcely
be cor § handicapped if you are unaware of their

nings. You will occasionally meet these words in
your reading. Mm:e rarely in conversation. Yet they have
a true value that is not entirely to be ovex;looked Y

I. Here they are:
(1) MINATORY—min‘a to ri
(2) soNOROUS—s0 naw’rus or 5o nd’rug
(3) FRENETIC—fr8 net'ik
(4) HEEINOUs—hay'nus
(5) cocENT—k{'jent
(6) conpieN—kon dine’
(7) RECREANT—rek’ré ant
(8) MACABRE—m3 kah’bruh
(9) rEPOUBTABLE-—Te dowt’uh b'l
(10) TEMERARIOUS—tem ur air'i us
II. If your vocabl.ﬂary is average, or even above average, it is
Eﬁs ;}p;l:’x:)c; 21;13,; :fothgk: still be best for you to read z;bout
ry as yet to definitely add them to
your vocabulary unless the majority of them should already be

knqwn to you. For this reason we will merely discuss them aund
their meanings and you will not be tested on them.

1) MINATORY: A.nything mnatory is me‘nacingra.nd portends
extzher punishment or destruction. It is a word that con-
zt;auntsh a thre;i}. We can say, “The nations faced ore

nother as before, each pointing a minatory
one of its neighbors.” finger a6

()] SO§OROUS: Here we have the Latin sonorus from sonus
" M N

“sound.” Thl‘rlxgs that are somorous give out & loud
sound,” as: “We listened to the sonorous voice of the
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orator.” His voice was full-sounding and resonant. An-
other word similar to this is orotund (or’d tund). The
word sonorous could apply to a loud-sounding bell but
orotund refers only to the human voice. It comes from
& eombination of Latin words that mean “round mouth.”
The speaker has opened his mouth wide and his words
are full, rich, and strong in sound. “In orotund tones the
preacher announced their marriage.”

raengric: This means frenzied, frantic, and violently
agitated. You could speak of the frenetic mob or could
remark on the frenetic oppression of the South after the
Civil War. :

WEINOUS: A hesmous act is one that is atrocious and ex-
tramely wicked. Here ¥ & quotation that will illustrate
its use: “How hetnous it would be to send overseas
wrrdes of our men which, we could not supply.”

noaENT: If a person advances cogent reasons in support of
4 certain action, his reasons are powerful and convincing
pnd tend to compel belief and assent.

conpian: Well-deserved; merited. “We will never cease to
strike until their crimes have been brought to condign
and exemplary justice.”

rEcrEANT: “He was recreant to freedom and to humanity.”
That is, he was unfaithful to a cause to which he was
pledged. A recreant is false to his loyalties and to his
professed faith,

macasri: Relating to the dance of death in which a skeleton
led a bevy of laughing maidens to the grave; hence
syrbolizing the power of death. In common language
macabre is used to mean ghastly; horrible; gruescme; as:
“The newspapers were filled with the macabre details
of the murder.”

RupOUBTABLE: A slightly more common word meaning
formidable; inspiring fear; valiant; as: “John Henry
Newman was a redoubtable champion of Christian prin-
¢iples against contemporary evils.”
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(10) TEMERARIOGS: Unreasonably adve
reckless. “I don't call that bra
temerarvous.”’

iturous; very rash and
Very; I call it insanely

These may be difficult words, but they are strong words
D =y

and some day, if not now, they wi
: hey will be i
to your arsenal. ’ veluable o add

5!

A

ki
i
;,:J

SR
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YOU are meeting

1. 1. furtive

2. portentous
3. omnivorous
4. blatant
B. invidious
6. moribund

*_7. recreant
8. propitious
9. salacious

10. mendacious

10—a.

Answers:  1—f; 2—g; 3—¢; 4—h; 5—b; 6—d; 7—j; 8—¢; 4

THIRD TEST

A Test for You on Your Adjectives

your third and last test in this book. It

is to your eredit that you have gone this far.

a. lying
b. giving offense because unfair

eating up

b

. at the point of death

R

e. favorable
stealthy

. ominous

> @ Th

. offensively loud
%. lustful

j. false to a cause

250
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II. You are to fill in each blank space with that one of the 10
words that fits best. The sense of the sentences will be the guide.

1. He was a sneaking fellow witha —____ look.

2. It was pleasant to see how large his library was and to
learn he was such an . reader.

3. With such grim talk of war; the times are

4. He was the most loudmouthed, — —_ braggart I have—
ever had to listen to.

5. The — _ favoritism he shows for his oldest child is
damaging and cruel.

6. Our — civilization is truly come upon its last days.

7. He is traitor and —____ to the cause of liberty. .

8. The times are —_ for a religious revival.

9. The stage is corrupt and the plays are wickedly
10. He is & —...—__ character, and falsifies by habit.
Answers: 1—furtive; 2—omnivorous; 3—portentous; 4—bla-

tant; 5—invidious; 6—moribund; 7—recreant; 8—
propitious; 9—salacious; 10—mendacious.

II1. Can you recall these 10 new review words and their mean-
ings?

1. incisive 6. laconic
2. decadent 7. arrogant
3. perfidious 8. intrepid
4, stentorian 9. penurious
5. adamant » 10. poignant

IV. These phrases are not definitions but each suggests one of
the above words.

1. Rome in the days just before its fall
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9. the announcer’s voice at a prize 1ght e VL Here are the last test words in the book. Match each ove
. with its synonymic word or phrase.
3. the spirit of the garly ploneers . .
1. turbid a. extremely wicked
. 4. the miser T
2. redoubtable b. disdainful
. SUTTOW - - i
5. 8o 3. grandiose ¢. cowardly
6. the attitude of the overbearing salesman e .
4 4, heinous d. shameful
9. a certajn sharp style of wit R .
5. auspicious e. favorable
%, an uncommunicative Yankee farmer B .
, 6. predatory f. roiled and muddy
9. u term that could be applied to Aaron Buarr e _— .
' 7. pusillanitnous g. affecting grandeur
10. the attitude of a father to an unwelcoive suitor B . - s
8. ignominious h. inspiring respect or fear
Answers: 1~—(iecariem.h; 2~——ste{1t,<Jriall; B lY,iﬁrePld} .4’"' penurt- 9. supercilious §. inclined to plundering
ous; §—-poignant; G--arrogant; 7-—incisive; 8—la- sy
conts: 9—perfidious; 10-~adamant. 10. didactic J. instructive

. . : | s 1—f: 9%—h: 3—g: d—a; 5—e; e o
Y. Some of the below pairs are similar in meaning. Some are nswers: 1 f,.2 hy 3—g; 4—a; 5—e; 6—4; .7 ¢; 8—d; 9—b;

N . 10—. "
nearly opposite. Check which is which. I .
1. decadent—growing Same Opposite VII. Now fill each blank space with the right word. The sen-
- ) . tences are so phrased that they will act as guides.
2. intrepid--trembling Bame Opposite 1 Th Y ¢
. . The stream was so — . that we couldn’t see th
3. penurious-—stingy Same Opposite bottom. e e
4. incisive—-cutting Same Opposite 2. It' was 8 __.. series of fortifications, so powerful that
5. arogant—-modest Same Opposite they resisted all attacks, '
6. laconic—talkative Same Opposite 3. He gave a party in the elaborate and —__ style of
) 8 nouveaw riche. : i
7. perfidions—treacherous Same Opposite
o ] 4, Tt wassucha —___ and inhuman erime that it made
8, adamant-—unyielding Same Opposite one shudder.
¢ 9. stentorian—loud Same Opposite 5. It was an —_____ day for the outdoor celebration.
10. poignant—piereing Same Opposite . 6. The —__ hordes of Attila the Hun burned what

they could not carry away.

Answers:  1—Opposite; 2- Qpposite; 3--Same; 4—Same; 5~

' Opposite; 6-—Opposite; 7-Same; 8-—Same; 9—
Same; 10-—Same.

7. I would hate to call him . but his knees were
certainly shaking. '
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8. The general was broken to a colone] after his overwhelming
and —  defeat. .

9. She lifted her lorgnette to her eyes and surveyed the
audience with the grand and air of a duchess.

10. Throughout his lecture he talked down to his audience

n . — terms.

Answers: 1—turbid; 2—redoubtable; 3——grandiosej 4-_—hein-
ous; 5—auspicious; 6—predatory; 7—~1?u5111{m1m0us;
8—ignominious; 9—supercilious; 10--didactic.

Twenty-two correct answers to the test in Section VI and
VII would be excellent; 19, very good.

hrough with your tests. Have you done rea-
3(1?121?1? af:ﬁ tlwith %hem all? Good. If on the other hax‘xd'
vour record has been somewhat poor, remember this:
You are one of the compa.ra,tiyely few who have had
enough determination to plan to improve your vocali:ﬂa:g.
Also, while many thousands \_mll .start thl.s b_oo , the
majority will not have the pertinacity to finish it as you
bave. This is something that actually sets you apart.

YOUR COMMENCEMENT

Now You Are Beginning

WHEN our young folk graduate from high school or
college they are apt to think that this is the end of their
education. We who are older know that neither college
nor high school is a terminus. This is only the beginning
of our schooling.

My hope is that you will feel the same way about this
book.

A volume of this size can cover only the most minuscule
part of the subject of the world of words. But its purpose
is to tempt you to go on with this exciting adventure,

No wonder English is a required subject in the schools
of many foreign countries. Never has it been so important
to be a master of this language. As a matter 5f fact, never
has it been so critically important to be a master of words,
for this is the age of words. They run by electric couriers
along the wires of our telephones. The air is alive with
them as they flow into our living rooms from radio and
television sets. They pour in Niagaras from the presses
and are spewed from platforms, They are hurled over
the ether of the seven seas and are piped under the oceans
to far-off shores. T

The foreigner: has to learn English words by dint of
bard effort. We are more fortunate, English is our in-
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heritance. But the vast ‘majority of Americans remain :i§ for veracity. All these words touch upo
-~ yirtually illiterate in their own language. EREE R
It is hard to believe, but 9 native words carry one fourth 4

of the burden of our letter writing and our conversation.
Would you like to know what these words are? Here is the
‘list: and, the, be, to, have, will, 4, you, of -

¢ ~Add 34 more and you have half the words actually
used in American speech. That is how bankrupt we are
It is. really true thai most people, when the impulse’

" moves . theni, opei? théir jmouths{and ‘speak! almost as

" dog barks. The idea of choosing words to fit the occasio
_pever crosses their minds. - s .
If it were a difficult and dreary job to acquire an ade
quate - vocabulary this bankrupt state - of the average
-American would. be more understandable. But buildin
a vocabulary is intensely interesti wards &

ol & YRS
e outdoor;




A LAGNIAPPE FOR YOU

THE TITLE of this last chapter gives us & pleasant word
from New Orleans. A truly Creole word that breaks up
into the French las, “the,” and the Spanish napa, *“gra-
tuity.” When a Louisiana tradesman makes a sale to a
customer he often presents the buyer with & lagniappe
{lan yap’)~—that is, a gratuity or present as a reward for
having been so gracious as to have placed an order. The
hope is that the customer will be properly grateful at
having an unexpected gift! So this addendum to our book
fs your Iagniappe.

The selection of the power vocabulary that appears in
this book was made by going through many thousands of
words. Some were of 8 borderline type. They didn’t seem
important emough to include in the main body of the
volume. And yet I considered them to be too important
to omit them entirely from the book. I have listed such
words as these in the pages that follow, each one with its
pronunciation, its most common meaning, its derivation,
when it is helpful, and an illustrative sentence to show
it in use.

You may easily differ with me about the importance of
these words. You may think that some of them have as
much or more power than some of the words in the body
of this book. If you think this you are quite correct; for
no single word holds the identical amount of power for
you that it does for me. ‘

As I explained in the Introduction, you have learned
each word in your vocabulary at a different time in your
fife than I have learned it. You have had different ex-
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periences with it, The Connotations that have crystallized

around it in your mind are apt -
that have crystallized aroundp itt?nb;; lg?;?int from those

You see, a great portion of th,
3 . e meanj :
our minds and not in the dicﬁonai?:;_ng;h‘;f g;(l)rds :l:f 1;1
Eﬁ:;n v;?l;d l;pon t%ou and upon me jg purely apg:rsonal
ir. Therefore there i A

bweon s, can be no important dispute be-

If you have the time and the wi

Tt 18- wish
f(,)lloyvmg 63 additional words to your y\?&;ﬁ?ﬁ add thg
I'm inclined to think that you will be happ, ary, an

Where it i3 helpful, the etymology of apvl::)il('l ]%O%fe‘:;

included,

ABORTI.VE @E .bore’tiv): Born prematurely; hence, coming to
DOt}:mg;t l:'am; useless, “An aborisve attempt was made to
capture the city.”--Roy Chapman Andrews i
tus, “a miscarriage.” + Tho Latin abor-

ACERBITY (ii“sur'bi ti): Bitterness of language; harshnegs: sharp-
ness; as: There was a cruel acerbity to his tongue ” Fro
the Latin acerbus, “harsh.” . -

AM‘?CK (5' muck’): Ma}:ing frenzied attacks on everyone in sight,
The simple folk hid Jews in their homes because the perse-
?‘utors 'had rue amuck.”—George N. Shuster. Malay am
engaging furiously in battle,” 0
APOTHEOSI8 (& poth i 6%sis: th as in thin): An exaltati;) isi
_ B : n or raisin
in r-ank ?;o divine honors. “To put the Kingdom of God abov§
nat;zx::l{sn: w];uld not be the denial of patriotism but its
apotheosis.”—Harry E i i
by Ty Emerson Fosdick. Latin apo, “from,”

ARPENT (ar’dent): Intense; fervent: glowine. “Ha ani
! ! ; glowing. “He animated an
ardent El’lﬂ%lzrthropy with the keenest and brightest intellectual
powers.”—Winst, i igi i
powers.”~ inston Churchill, Originally from the Latin ardeo,
ASTUTE (as tut?'): Keen in discernment; shrewd; sagacious. I
think there is a general feeling that bankers are asfufe,”—
Charles I-Kaufman. The Latin astutus, fror astus “cunning,”
ApAVEROUS (ki dnv’ur us): Like a corpse: ing I .
. : pse; looking like g d
person. “These blh‘s\}’m;d bald cadaverous heads and 1§3§
i
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[4H
— Latin cadaverosus, ‘like
wrinkled necks.”—Arthur Koestler. La ,

a corpse.”
causTic (kawee ‘ a
“Fe made bitter, caustic remarks.’
”
kasein, “to burn.
CAVIL (};av'il); To find §
jections; as: “He knew
‘objections; as: ‘He bis e
Znii he di(,in’t cavil st fate.” Orlgmm‘s{
i jections. o
llor, “to make captious cbjec . v
wz;lxlzu' (chur'lish): Mean; crabbed; rude 1Ln mz;x;ns;,i Jneivl
CHUY eech. “To enquire why he had r'lot .vum’l’g o e
ﬁm;;p plac.e geemed like churlish quibbling. ;f) en LEW
B\iell Old English ccorl, “a freeman of low rank. dous: fond
:JTIOUE! (kon ten’shus): Quarrelsome; dls}?uta 10 ‘:When
CONfT EI: fnent or strife; persistently starting disputes.  When
. aapxglureawhes 70 he is conventionally ,s,upposecidtoL eICkeq
?esgn contentious and more philosophieal. —Haro . s,
1
i snttosus, ‘quarrelsome. o
Lau}?’ri?)r;f 721201\ té)r"shun): A “twmtmg”' together grb ui)}?;
m'l;f:lf' or an unnatural wryness of face or limbs c&useeﬁofts o
3“; iq,ting » “He was asked how he prevented ;}e efforts o
“;c;rtion. from intruding upon the dliﬁcxf}t _speic ebd: —Gon
%(‘)(:Lwler The Latin contortus from con-, “‘with,” an queo,
b i rer radually eat away,
5'siv): Having the power to g :
CORHC;,SIZ:: (g{:sf;;‘fggqr;t)e. “Due to the corrostve effects ofP Wgt;rl,
1r:xl(ir’e careful inspections must be ‘[‘nade.”—-';:zc})r({c’)re . .
i do, ‘‘to gnaw . _
Latin corrosus, from corrodo, ' _—
CRI?’EILY (kraft’i li):,Cunningly; cle;/lerly anlc)i fine;evlzg(\)rez;t;é: e
| human bet
. grtfully. “They say every hum es an
i‘llxlg?;iigrapti’ exposes himself, no 'ma,‘fter };)(l))woiga]gngémh
tries to make out a good case.”—Irvin S. Cobb.
ft, “skill.” . N
C'rf:f t(’kr:ss): Dense; dull; obtuse; lacking reﬁrgemer‘l;oés:oa gre .
CRﬁgoth parties typified the gpirit of 9‘,‘ crass ’z,m god
— Edmund A. Walsh. Latin crassus, t,hlck;‘m1 \nd fuile s
gN (kray’ven): Cowardly; full of fear. et. d futile
CR::l:’ voice of the weak nation, or the craven nation,
e

e peace.”-’:FrinkCI;S;i{l'g moral or physical injury.
é tir'l us): 3
prLETERIOUS (del €

ik): jc: satirical; sharp and biting; as:
e ! Th’e Greek kaustikos, from

ault with; to raise petty. and trivial
that his failure was his own fault
) from the Latin word

T

FETIB (fétid): Giving out an offensive odor;

A Lagniappe for You
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“This particular article is not deleterious,

, but it is inferior in
food value,”—Fiorello H. La Guardia. Greek déléterios, from
deleomas, “to spoil.”

®ENIGRATE (den’i grate): To defame: to blacker: to make sn
attack on the reputation; as: “During the life of Abraham
Lincoln many newspapers tried to demigrate him.” The Latin
denigratus, from denigro, “to blacken,”

BESPOILER (de spoil'ur): Plunderer; robher: one who seizes the
belongings of others, “They would welcome the opportunity
to put a bayonet into the despotler of their ancestral home-

land.”’~George K. Sokolsky. The Latin de, “thoroughly,”
and spolsum, “spoil.”

BISTORTION (dis tor'shun): A “twisting”’ away from or out of
shape. If mentally, it is a false interpretation; if morally, a

perversion; if physically, a misshapen condition. “There can

be no greater misinterpretation and no greater distortion of
the truth.”—John L. Lewis. Latin dus-, “apart,”

“to twist.”

PYNAMICS (di nam’iks): The movements of physical and other
forces; the forces producing or governing activity. “The dy-
namses of his personality had been directed
different from mine.”"—Roy Chapm
namskos, “powerful.”’

EXACT (eg zakt’): To demand b
right; as: ““The new ruler w
from his subjects.”

EXECRATE®R (ek’se krate id): Cursed; detested ; abhorred; de-
nounced; as: “Few presidents in history have been so eze-
crated and so glorified.” From the Latin execro, “to call down
evil upon.”

FacTIOUS (fak’shus): Causing strife or stirring up disputes;

seditious; given to opposition; as: “There is a Sactious element
in every labor union.”

and forqueo,

into channels
an Aundrews, Greek iy~

y authority; to insist upon as a
as determined to ezact obedience

; stinking; smelling

Iike something rotten. “These monstrous plans have hatched
from the fetid brain of the Dictator.””-~Wallace L. Ware,
The Latin Jetidus, from feteo, “to smell badly.”

FORTIVE (fur'tiv): Stealthy; secret; illusive; sly. “Somewhere in
Washington a furtive little group of men are craftily erecting
agency after agency.”—Wayne Coy. Latin furtivus, “stolen.”
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GEoULS (g0olz): Persons who rob dead bodies; hence, people who
act like them; as: “The most despicable of all charlatans are
the ghouls who prey on the bodies of cancer victims.” From
the Arabic, ghul, the name of an Oriental demon who was
supposed to feed on corpses.

MPECCABLE (im pek’s b’l): Not capable of doing wrong; free
from sin and error; as: “We think of Ingres, whose technique
in pencil was smpeccable.” From the Latin émpeccabilis, sm-,
“not” and pecco, “to sin.”

IMPRECATIONS (im pré kay’shunz): Curses; invocations of evil
on someone; maledictions; execrations; words calling forth
calamities. “As he stumbled on through the darkness, the
raging smprecations followed him as far as the old gate.”—
Lloyd C. Douglas. The Latin smprecatus, from smprecor, “to
curse.”

mpuTE (im phte’): To attribute; to charge; to blame; as: “They
“$mpute the offenses of a few doctors to the profession as a

- whole.” From the Latin smputo, “to ascribe as a fault.”

INALIENABLE (in ale’yen a b’l): That cannot be rightfully taken
away; as: “Americans have an snalienable right to freedom
of speech.”

MAGNANIMITY (mag ni nim’i ti): Greatness of sc:l or heart;
generosity in feeling or behavior toward others; nobility of
mind; elevation above what is petty. “To effect this settle-
ment requires moral resolution and great magnansmsty.”'—
Walter Lippmann. The Latin magnus, “great,” and antmus,
“SOlll."

MALERICTIONS (mal ub dik’shunz): Invoeations of evil; curses.
“The political party heaped maledictions upon the existing
order.”—William Allen White. From the Latin male, “evilly,”
and dico, “to speak.”

maLicious (mi lish’us): Harboring malice or ill will; spiteful.
“The malicious, interfering action of the board is designed to
prolong the controversy.”—John L. Lewis. Latin malitia,
“badness.”

N1GGARDPLY (nig’urd Ii): Stingy; scanty; miserly; meanly small.
“They only got a niggardly handout of some square miles of ter-
ritory.”—Baruch Braunstein. Scandinavian hnoggr, “stingy.”

Nox10Us (ndk’shus): Causing injury to health; morally harmful.
“The use of noxfous gases in war is a hideous commentary on

v
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civilization.”—Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Latin  nozius
TR bUSy

“injurious.” -

- OBDURATE (ob’dt rit): Unyielding; stubborn; obstinately puf—

Zmng ? 'pulrptgse‘ in spite of appeals; as: “She was obdurate in
er refusa accompany him.” i
R out.”p y him.” The Latin obduratus, from
OBLIQUITY (ob Lik'wi t1): Crooked conduct; deviation from that
Whl.ch is moral and right; indirectness of sound thixil{ing or
upright behavior; deceit. ‘““The whole affair was tainted with
moral obliguity.”—John J. Green. Latin obliquus, “‘covert.”
OBYUSENESS (ob tlis'ness): Dullness; lack of percept’ion' insen-
. sitivity; stupidity. “She marvelled once more at the ob;usencss
of the most brilliant men.”—Edith Wharton. Latin obfusus
“dulled.” ’
ow1um (5'di um): A feeling of extreme disgust; something hated;
as: “Impeachment brought the office to its lowest point a.nd,
Grant added the odium of corription.” From the Latir; odi
“hate.” L .
PANEGYRICS (pan & jir'iks): Elaborate eulogies; orations ex-
pressing great praise. “When panacess ‘are offered on one
side, only to be answered by panegyrics on the other, the
argument lacks in conclusiveness.””—John W. Davis. éreek
panégyrikos, “‘of an assembly.” S :
PERVERSE (pur verse’): From the Latin perversus, “turned the
wrong way.” Hence obstinate; unreasonable; willful; wrong
and erring; as: “He i3 so perverse that he likes to show his

independence by doing just the opposite of wh
pepencence b pposi what you tell

" PRESUMPTUOUS (pré zump’chu us): Unduly conﬁdent;' venture-

some; overbold; daring and forward; audacious. “His grand-
fa?her had been incautious or presumptuous enough to build
this metropolitan house amid & world of wretched huts.”—
Franz Werfel. Latin praesumtus, “taken for grantéd.’ ’
PROVOCATIVE (prd vok’l tiv): Serving to stimulate or excite:
arousing; as: ‘‘His book is filled with provocative ideas.”‘Orig—’
_ inally from the Latin proveco, “to call forth.” '
RABIP (rab’id): Furious; raging; violent; fanatical, “We use our
. sweat and blood to shatter the rabid atterupt of our enemies.”
—Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. Latin rabidus, “raging.”’
RADIANT (ray'di ant): Brightly shining; beamihg with joy; as:
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“Tt was pleasant to look at the radiant faces of the little
children.” From the Latin radsus, “ray.””

EAMPAGE (ram’pdj): Boisterous agitation; a dashing about with'

anger or violence; a wild and reckless outbreak, “Everything
be was doing meant he would pretty soon go on a rampage.”
—Cordell Hull. . :

REFUTATION. (ref 1 tay’shun): Proof of error or falsehood; dis-
proof; as: “His refutation of the charges against him was
complete.” Originally from the ILatin refuto, “to repel.”

REMORSELESSLY (ré morse‘less Ii): Pitilessly; cruelly; mercilessly;

- without compassion. “The criminals are being hunted down
remorselessly.”—Douglas E. Lurton. The Latin remorsus, *‘suf-
fering,” from re-, “back,” and mordeo, “to bite,”

BOISTERER (roise’tur ur): A noisy reveler; a bulstering, boisterous
merrymaker. ‘“‘In this rural community one rogsicrer can make
enough disturbance to sound like a whole battalien.”—
Frederick Lewis Allen. From the Oid French ruisire, “rude.”

BCATHING (skifithe'ing: ik as in the): Withering; searing; as; “His
government has never drawn more scathsng criticism.” Frorm
the Seandinavian scaths, “injury.” : '

SEARER (seer'd): Withered; parched; shriveled or scorched as
by heat; as: “The land was eracked and seared by the blazing
sun.” From the Old English serian, “to wither.”

SEPULOUSLY (sed'l lus Ii): Busily; untiringly; industriously; ag-
siduously; unrelentingly; perseveringly, “Cur enemies have
sedulously propagated these misapprehensions,”-—Cariton J.
H. Hayes. Latin sedulus, “diligent.”

BKULEING (skulk’ing): Lurking; moving furtively from place to
place; lying hidden: “He has decreed the death of our citizens
wherever his skulking assassing of the ses may send them to

& watery grave.”~—Tom Connally. From the Scandinavian
skulke, “skulk,” ’

BPEWS (spiize): Pours forth; is foreibly ejected; as: “Tt rides the

radio waves, spewe from the presses.” . From the Old English
word spiwan, “spit.” - ' :

! SPLENETIC (3pl8 net'ik): Suffering from spleen; hence, peevishly

_ malicious; spitefully stern and harsh. “Driven constantly to
" write for bread, it was easy to be gossipy, splenetic, to make
anecdote do for substance.”—Ludwig Lewisohn. From the
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Latin splen, “spleen,” sinee this organ was supposed to be
the seat of il will, ] ' , .
TIRAPES (ti’rAd’z): Prolonged, declamatory speeches, generally
censuring or complaining. “It ig little use uttering tirades
against anti-Semitism.”-—Cardina] Hinsley. Originally from
the Italian #irare, “‘to shoot.” '
VAINGLORIOUS (vain glaw’ri us): Boastful; extremely vain or
. proud; puffed up by vanity; vaunted; ostentatious. “They
“will withdraw before it is too late from a vainglorious enter-
prise.””—Winston Churchill.

- vaPID (vap‘id): Insipid; inane; dull; without life; spiritless; flat

and without spirit or gzest. “You could not ignore the vapid
backing on the other side of the record, but were forced to
play it through,”—Jan Struther. Latin vapsdus, “insipid.”

VENAL (vee’nul): Ready to sell honor or principles; mercenary; -
open to bribery and corruption. < “These revolutionary
movements are based on the assumption that human beings
are venal snd eriminal.”—Dorothy Thompson. Latin venalds,
“that can be bought with bribes.” .

VENGEFUL (venjful): Vindictive; exhibiting a strong desire for
révenge; as:/ “He was warped by.a vemgeful and ma!iciqus
spirit.” Through the French venger from the Latin vindico,
“to avenge.” S '

VENOMOUS (ven’um us): Poisonous; harmful; malignant; spiteful;
as: “He was capable of a venomous hatred for those who
oppdsed him.” From the Latin venenum, “poison.” '

WANTONLY (won’tun li): Without check or restraint; recklessly;

waywardly; heartlessly. “Has the rubber program wantonly
or unnecessarily stood athwart other essential programs?’—
Guy M, Gillette. } - :
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