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What If. .

world-class engineers collaborated with
administrators and teachers to develop
our most comprehensive, user-friendly

‘ interactive teaching tools ever?

(Imagine that.)

®®

DYoo

In the world of interactive teaching, Mimio products stand apart.

The NEW MimioClassroom™ family of products. \We took award-winning
teaching technologies. We gathered meticulous input from teachers and
administrators. We then challenged some of the best engineering minds in the
industry to create an entirely new standard.

All MimioClassroom tools are designed to work together. Simply. The
MimioTeach™ interactive system transforms the whiteboards you already have
into interactive whiteboards. The MimioCapture™ ink recording system lets you
use dry erase markers to write, edit, and erase directly to your computer. The
MimioVote™ assessment system provides instant testing results with a handset
that’s easier for students—it automatically renumbers in a convenient storage
and charging tray. The MimioView™ document camera displays high-resolution %v )
images and launches the onscreen software simultaneously.

When Ken Royal of Scholastic experienced the new MimioClassroom tools,
he said they were “...simple to use, priced right, and not confusing for
teachers....” Exactly what we had in mind.

Request your free information Kit:
visit mimio.dymo.com/A2

or call 877 MYMIMIO Mimio

Interactive Teaching Technologies

©2011 DYMO, a Newell Rubbermaid company
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Top 10 Predictions for 2011

(with proof!)

Forget auld acquaintances, and don’t worry about
resolutions; the most popular thing to do this
time of year is to make predictions for the next

12 months. Here are our predictions, along with
some backup from people who put the proof in
our pudding.

SCHOOL CIO: Mobile devices ease
task of evaluating teachers, districts
Five years ago, school administrators using
smartphones or PDAs to check the status of
hallway loiterers or read email under the table
during dull staff meetings were the height of cool.
But today, mobile devices are more than cool.
Combined with real-time access to sophisticated
Web-based data systems, mobile devices are
beginning to transform the evaluating of students,
teachers, and administrators, and edging closer
to education’s holy grail: How well are schools
teaching kids to learn?

By Pam Derringer
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PRODUCTS

Put to the Test: T&L editors take some new
products for a test drive

18 HP Mini 100e

20 Microsoft Office for Mac Academic 2011

22 iLife’1

24 EasyBib.com

26 BigUniverse.com

Pocket Books

Though it was a challenge to find schools doing full-scale
e-book implementations, we report on many doing small pilot
tests and finding other creative ways to finance a handful of
e-readers for classrooms and libraries.

By Ellen Ullman

What’s New

Acer’s Aspire TimelineX series « AVerComm H Series Video
Conferencing Solutions ¢« Bookshare « Canon REALiIS WUX4000
Installation LCOS Projector « DIBELS Next ¢ e-rater « EASE
System ¢« ExamView Learning Series CCSS Alignment ¢ Hitachi
CPWX8 multimedia projector « HP’s Mini 1103 « Kensington
ClickSafe Keyed Twin Laptop Lock ¢ My Vision Version 2.0 ¢
NovaNET new STEM courses * RoomPro Global + SAMCAM 860 -
Social Media Cache * Strategy Zone * and more
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Professional development, funding, and free stuff:
Check out our Web offerings from teachers, administrators, and tech coordinators.

THE MOST-READ STORIES ON
TECHLEARNING.COM andemanc

® Top 10 Safe Search Engines Elhaelt o The
David Kapuler lists his top 10 choices for safe search engines, but reminds )
readers surfing the Internet that no site is 100 percent safe—even when they’re fOl |OW| Ng resources
using filtered search engines. from our partner sites:
%@ Who Are Your Friends on Facebook? .
Lisa Thumann challenges educators to reevaluate their friends lists on ".:: UPCOM I NG
Facebook. E)o you really have to review status updates from people you don’t WEB' NAR
know at all? Managing Remote IT
@ Twitter Captures Students’ Systems from Your

Office: Five Tips for

School IT Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2 pm EST

Thoughts and Ideas

Lisa Nielsen shares more ways students and teachers can benefit from Twitter.

® gtsug::;i,r?::nershlp, and Creativity: .- EBOOKS
Guest blogger Shelly Terrell shares her favorite resources for hands-on Active PartICIpatlon
creative projects using digital technologies. Is Key to Student
. Learning
&) The Battle for the Interactive Sponsored by SMART
Whiteboard: The Kids Surrender Technologies
Daniel Rezac has decided to wave the white flag of surrender and accept the How Web'Based

classroom use of IWBs—but he does tell teachers to stop hogging the device
and let the kids have more time at the boards. Tools Change
Teaching & Learning

® Blogs, Wikis, or Google Docs—Oh, My! Sponsored by HP and Intel

Lisa Nielsen is often asked by educators why she uses wikis, blogs, and A .
Google docs. Why not pick just one? The answer is, because she uses them all Classroom VIdeo'

in different ways. Tools and Strategies
. to Engage Student

%@ 100 Web Tools for Enhancing Learning

Collaboration Sponsored by Sony

Ozge Karaoglu shares some of the coolest tools you can use to kick-start ..

collaborative projects in any curriculum. "':.’ VIRTUAL TECH

. FORUM

® Top 10 Web Site Creators

David Kapuler lists his top sites for creating a Web site. While most programs NOVV. on D_emand!

are free, for a fee users can increase the options offered and eliminate ads. RGQIStI‘atIOI‘I |S free-
Sponsored by elnstruction,

] K-12 Computing Blueprint by
Follow us on TWITTER (techlearning) and Intel, Lightspeed Systems,

FACEBOOK (Tech&Learning Magazine) Apperson, and Fiddlehead

Check techlearning.com for updates.
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WHEN IT COMES TO COLOR,
OUR TECHNOLOGY KEEPS IT BALANCED.

For optimum viewing experiences, be sure to ask for 3LCD and the
COLOR LIGHT OUTPUT specification before buying projectors for

your classrooms or other learning environments. The Color Light

Output specification is now being adopted by industry experts. More

information about that can be found at www.colorlightoutput.com. e e,



editors desk

PROMISES, PROMISES

It’s only natural, this time of year,
to hear big-picture talk about the state of
technology and pedagogy in school. Where
have we been? Where are we going? The edtech
industry, especially, likes to indulge in the navel
gazing. How many decades have we been
“reinventing education” now?

Far be it from us not to participate. If you turn to page 29 you’ll
read the first installment of our 2011 Top 10 series and what is the
inaugural foray into Tech&Learning’s annual list of predictions
for the future of edtech.

In it, you'll find some well-worn exclamations from promises
past—“The death of textbooks!” and “The end of testing as we
know it!” among them. What makes these prognostications
distinct is that each is backed up with real-world scenarios.
Bishop Dunne Catholic School in Dallas is 80 percent electronic
books right now, according to its tech director, Paul Wood. T&L
advisor and principal Chris Lehmann doesn’t test at his Science
Leadership Academy in Philadelphia so much as judge students
on work done.

What the editors are betting on with this list is that these singular
examples will shortly become widespread. At the end of 2011, we
will revisit each of these projections and break down in what
ways we were correct or why we were not. Give us your own
prediction or tell us why we’re full of hot air at techlearning.com
or on our Facebook page (search for Tech & Learning). Because,
while we write about it, you make it happen. Happy New Year!

Kevin Hogan
Editorial Director

“ @®N THE WEB

L\7g www.techlearning.com
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Windows? Life without Walls"' Dell recommends Windows 7.

The power to do more

Transform
your school for
today's digital learmers.

Find the educational resources to create a rich, immersive classroom environment

that will help you tailor learning and foster collaboration with technology from Dell.
Experience Dell.com/DigitalLearners.

Foster a digital
learning experience
through a networking infrastructure.

Explore the world

beyond classroom walls
on the Latitude™ 2110 netbook.




NeWs & trends e

«sesx nextbigthing

Next generation PD

No, this is not a spy camera, but it can capture a realistic snapshot of a “day in the life” in the
classroom. The new Teachscape Reflect combines 360-degree video-capture hardware and
online software to provide a panoramic view of a classroom. Teachscape Reflect hardware
includes a low-profile lightweight device combining two HD video cameras and two HD wireless
microphones to provide a 360-degree view. After recording, the video footage is uploaded to
Teachscape’s secure Web site. The resulting footage can help teachers reflect on their teaching,
share instructional practices, and receive timely coaching support.
www.teachscape.com/reflect

8
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Preparing children for

When it comes to using technology, children today are

the future
begins in the classroom.

advancing at an astonishing

rate. Your classroom should be able to keep up, and CDW-G can help you achieve that.
Our knowledgeable and experienced team of K-12 technology specialists understands
your budgeting requirements and will help you in choosing the right solutions for your

institution — from netbooks to student response systems, interactive whiteboards to
projectors, and more. We also have the professional development resources and
services necessary to help you and your staff keep up with advancing technology.

All so you can provide the very best for your students.

Wacom® Bamboo Promethean Fixed 378
Pen and Tablet Pro Range with LCD
569'99 Projector
CDWG 1863474 $3199
CDWG 1815393
“~ \

Welcome to tomorrow’s classroom. 800.767.4239 |

Offer subject to CDW-G's standard terms and conditions of sale,

AVerMedia®
AVerVision CP135

$444-88

CDWG 1858502

AVerMedia

2.4

The 21°Century+
Classroom™ ‘'**

the21stcenturyclassroom.com

available at CDWG.com. ©2011 CDW Government LLC



NEWS

frends

ORGANIZATIONS STILL
STRIVING TO GO GREEN

A new CDW-G 2010 Energy
Efficient IT Report found that )

three quarters of U.S. organiza-
tions, such as schools, are work-
ing to reduce energy use in
IT operations, from the
desktop to the data cen-
ter. In addition, many are tak-
ing innovative approaches
to reducing such energy use.
Two thirds are doing at least
one of the following:
B Deploying core switches that are
more power efficient
B Replacing edge and work-group
switches with switches that are
more power efficient

B Using the network as a platform

for managing and reducing
energy use
B Adopting 10 GB Ethernet,
InfiniBand technologies
B Reducing the infrastructure
of storage area networks by
implementing Fibre Channel
over Ethernet (FCoE)
B Moving to top-of-the-
rack models for access layer
switching

For the full repont,
visit www.cdwg.com/
energyefficientIT

How Facebook
friendly are you?

16.59%
Open-door

policy. The more
the merrier

0%
Unfriendly.

Don't touch
the stuff.

62.78%
Use it but am very
selective about

who | accept.

' T&L ASKS READERS

See more polls at
techlearning.com.

13.76%
None of
the above

16.78%

Have an account
but rarely use it.

LEARNING:
IS THERE
AN APP FOR
THAT?

B The mobile media pass-
back effect is a new phenom-
enon. Two thirds of children aged
four to seven have used an iPhone
or iPod touch, and 85 percent
have used one owned by a par-
ent. Children most often use the
devices when they are “passed
back” by a parent while in a car.

B There is evidence that kids
can learn from apps. Mobile appli-
cations based on PBS KIDS pro-
grams were independently evalu-
ated with 90 children aged three
to seven who played with them for
two weeks. Children made gains in
vocabulary comprehension, letter
identification, and rhyming after
using the apps.

H Young children are surpris-
ingly adept at using smart mobile
devices. Nearly all the children
observed could master opera-

tions, even after initial difficulty.

FROM A NEW REPORT RELEASED BY THE JOAN
GANZ COONEY CENTER AT SESAME WORKSHOP IN
COLLABORATION WITH PBS KIDS RAISING READERS
AND HOTSPEX.

10 | TECH & LEARNING



KShort-Throw Projector Wall Mounts

UNI Product Line

25 PREMIER M OUNTS’

N CREATING POSITIVE CUSTOMER EXPERIENCES



Great Sound - Great Mount

Premier Mounts developed the UNI product line of universal short-throw projector wall mounts and audio systems to support
projector installations in any classroom. Simplify classroom upgrades and A/V maintenance by standardizing campuses with a
system that works in any type of classroom regardless of ceiling type, including portables. Simple wall installation eliminates
the cost and complexity concerns of ceiling and plenum configurations. Other features include:

¢ Universal mounting system that fits all short-throw projectors

¢ Patent-pending GearBox™ enclosure to securely store amplifier and third-party devices, including
microphone receivers and network adapters

¢ Multiple inputs, including a line-level microphone input

¢ Available with FTP (Fine-Tune Projector), PDS and SpiroLock™ mounts

The audio version adds:
e Acoustically balanced 2-way speaker system with 5.25" woofers and 1" directional tweeters
¢ Energy-efficient 50 Watt (25 Watts RMS per channel) amplifier

An overview of all available configurations is in the back of this brochure.

Select a UNI Projector Wall Mount

To select the right wall mount projector arm, two criteria need to be considered:

1)  The size of the display area (interactive whiteboard or projection screen)
2) The type of projector: short-throw or ultra-short throw

The display size is typically specified by the end user and the purpose of the display. Based on the display size the system
designer will specify the projector that should be used for this purpose based on screen aspect ratio, image brightness and
contrast and any other special projector features or cost evaluation criteria.

Once the project projector has been selected the designer can now determine the distance of the projector to the display sur-
face, which in turn will dictate the type of Premier Mounts’ wall mount to select. Each model is adjustable within its own range
to enable various screen sizes and fine tuning.

UNI series wall mounts are available in three lengths:

Ultra-Short-Throw Short-Throw Short-Throw with Extension

Minimum Distance Minimum Distance Minimum Distance

(




Many Uses

Education

In education environments, the UNI product line simpli-
fies classroom upgrades and A/V maintenance by
standardizing campuses with a mounting-and-audio
system that works in any type of classroom regardless
of ceiling type, including portable classrooms.

— Corporate

In the corporate arena, UNI products with audio
system are commonly used in training rooms, board-
rooms and lobby environments. Simple wall instal-
lation significantly removes the cost and complexity
concerns of ceiling and plenum configurations.

Digital Signage

Promoting a product, sending an alert or broadcasting a
daily event schedule is critical for many businesses and
educational institutions. The UNI-DS-AUD is the only
mounting system, that combines a professional grade
flat-panel mount with a powerful stereo audio system.
Ideal for; informational kiosks, entertainment and hos-
pitality, point-of-sale displays, trade shows, school and
university campuses and retail applications.




Ultra-Short-Throw Wall Mounts

AV Equipment Security Flexible Mounting Options
Patent-pending GearBox™ for

PC, Mac mini™ or control modules
is secured with Lock-It™

security hardware f

Mounts to dual wood studs (16", 18"
or 24" spacing)

‘ ;qu \ : g
) Integrated Amplifier

Compact 50 Watt amplifier resides
in the GearBox™ for easy wiring

Speaker System / ;

Acoustically balanced 2-way

speaker system with 5.25" Cable Routing and clean installation
\.-‘-J"U[}Iers and directional Discreetly manage signal -
1" tweeters and power cables through g & Versatile

arm and into the GearBox™ & Supports ultra-short-throw

projectors by extending between
6" to 18" from the wall

UNI-UPDS UNI-UPDS-AUD

Ultra-Short-Throw Projector Wall Mount Ultra-Short-Throw Projector Wall Mount with Audio




Short-Throw Wall Mounts

A/ Equipment Security
Patent-pending GearBox™ for
PC, Mac mini™ or control modules
is secured with Lock-It™

Flexible Mounting Options

Mounts to dual wood studs (16", 18"
or 24" spacing)

security hardware e —
f b_ S
= —-.,_’ \ ; =
/ N Integrated Amplifier
e |
Speaksr SyStemr S Cable Routing : \:J; _ Compact 50 Watt amplifier resides
Acoustically balanced 2-way 2T ke T 4 = in the GearBox™ for easy wiring
speaker system with 5.25" Discreetly manage signal and . p— and clean installation 5
woofers and directional power cables through arm and L : PELER
1" tweeters into the GearBox™ a L -

Universal Projector Capability/: y
Fits all short-throw projectors =
on the market

UNI-PDS oshPDM  UNI-PDS-AUD

Short-Throw Projector Wall Mount Short-Throw Projector Wall Mount with Audio




Short-Throw Wall Mounts with Extension

A/NV Equipment Security
Patent-pending GearBox™ for
PC, Mac mini™ or control modules
is secured with Lock-It™

security hardware

ws
Speaker System
Acoustically balanced 2-way
speaker system with 5.25" Integrated Amplifier -
w

woofers and directional

1" tweeters Compact 50 Watt amplifier resides

in the GearBox™ for easy wiring
and clean installation

Flexible Mounting Options

Mounts to dual wood studs (16", 18"
or 24" spacing)

W——— Cable Routing

L -
e —— 4/ Discreetly manage signal and
- power cables through arm and
- = into the GearBox™
g7 Qe i 2’
=o ma : == '1-
v .

Universal Projector Capability

Fits all short-throw projectors
on the market

UNI-EPDS

Short-Throw Projector Wall Mount with Extension

th UNI-ALID kit

UNI-EPDS-AUD
Short-Throw Projector Wall Mount with Extension + Audio

J"- 1) 1 r HaT Tare RS RY Y. SHRaKETr SOTET r |l

¢ Energy-efficient 50 Watt power amplifier



Audio Only

Convenient Sound Solution for
Multiple Applications

Amplifier securely mounts into the Flexible Mounting Options
GearBox™ ARs 1@
Mounts to dual wood studs (16", 18

or 24" spacing)

Tonpe @ @ @ ow W



Inside the UNI Audio System

2-Way Speaker Kit

Acoustically balanced 2-way speaker system
includes two speakers, sach with a 5.25"
woofer and directional 1" tweeter

PREMIER
MOUNTS Access to Adjustments

. LiNg GAw The mounting plate and GearBox™ are
iy designed to give open access to fine-tune
adjustments of the CPA-50 amplifier

Bottom view of GearBox™

Premier’s specifically designed audio upgrade, UNI-AUD, integrates the mount with a powerful sound system in an
attractive all-in-one package. Various configurations allow you to start with a projector mount only and upgrade it
with the audio system; start with the audio system only and upgrade it with a projector mount; or order the complete,
highly integrated A/V system with a single part number.



GearBox™ Storage Sturdy Mounting Rails
Install thrid-party equipment Make the installation of the
UNI GearBox™ flexible

Optional Equipment Mounting Plate

Slot pattern makes the mounting of
third-party equipment easy and fast

The versatile storage box in the UNI product line of wall mounts is Premier Mounts' patent-pending GearBox™. |t
is designed to contain associated A/V support equipment like audio amplification, microphone receivers, network
adapters, and control modules within the mount, eliminating the need for external equipment racks and messy
wiring.

The optional UNI-EMP mounting plate allows equipment to be conveniently secured and wired together, along with
associated cabling and power bricks. The mounting plate can slide into an attached GearBox™ and be removed
afterward to service the equipment.



Compact Audio Amplifier

L~ Gain Control

b i PREMIER Control line and mic
$&NOUNTS gain separately

Power/ Stand By

Green when on

Amber in stand-by Microphone

One microphone input with
Eour Inoit independent gain control
ur Inputs

Three stereo line-level
inputs with gain control
plus a separate mic input External Volume Control
For adjustment with WP-50 or a
third-party control system

Output

50 Watts (25 Watts BMS per channel)

CPA-50 WP-50 UNI-AUD

Compact Power Amplifier External Volume Control Audio Upgrade Kit for all

» Output £ it (25 Watls RMS per channel e 10K potertiormater for mirvmax volun : UNI Wall Mounts
- s b it e e A Ao g Includes the following:



Application Diagrams

Option A - Projector Based

CPA-50
Energy efficient
compact amplifier

Projector

UNI-SPKR
2-way speaker system
with 5.25" woofers and

Wireless "
directional 1" tweeters

Microphone
Receiver

Option B - Direct Connection

CPA-50
Energy efficient
compact amplifier

Projector

UNI-SPKR
2-way speaker system
with 5.25" woofers and

irel |
Wireless directional 1" tweeters

Microphone

Receiver MP3

MediaPlayer | @ \pgp

Optional
Volume Control




Accessory Options

Model : UNI-EMPB

Mounting Grid

Universal mounting grid to attach

L/ INNNN
the CPA-50 amplifier and third-party \ \ \ \ \ , , / , ,
devices such as microphone receivers 5 i
and network adapters / , l / , \ \ \ .\ \ Optional Equipment

Mounting Plate
/ , , , Slot pattern makes the mounting of
\ .\ \ -\ N third-party equipment easy and fast
~

Secure Attachment Versatile Installation
Attaches securely using two screws Insert with either side facing the front
inside the back of the GearBox™ of the mount depending on your

installation needs

—
VOLUME

TR BB
SIS AL

g d AN

Jd ] ——

UNI-EMPW WP-50

Equipment Mounting Plate External Volume Control



Projector Mount Options

Mounting Plate with
Height Adjustment

Arm Adapter

Adjustable Position

Can adjust up to 2" for
post-installation correction
including lateral shift

Center Mounting Pattern

PDS-PLUS SPIROLOCK™ FTP

Low-Profile Projector Mount Low-Profile Projector Mount Fine-Tune Projector Mount

.| * Aim-and-lock proiector alignment ® Precise, fine-tune pitch, roll and
L] e “kir
o yroved (OPA-1787-07 ¢ Detachable base for quick senvice ¢ [etachable base tor quick senvice while




Digital Signage Wall Mount with Audio

Speaker System

Acoustically balanced 2-way
speaker system with 5.25"
woofers and directional

1" tweeters

Integrated Amplifier
Compact 50 Watt amplifier resides
in the GearBox™ for easy wiring
and clean installation

AN Equipment Security Extension Pole
Patent-pending GearBox™ for PC, Mac mini™ Swivels Height adjustable
or control modules is secured with Lock-It™

security hardware Left to right

Vertical Tilt

157 of tilt facilitates strategic
placement of the flat panel

Decorative Covers \
Provides a clean, stylish '
presentation with no visible
mounting hardware

Cable Routing

Discreetly manage signal and
power cables through the arm
and into the GearBox™

UNI-DS-AUD
Digital Signage Wall Mount with Audio

s Supports a single flat panel from 37"-63










JOIN YOUR REGION’S

EDUCATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY

IECH TECH

FORUM

REGISTRATION
OPEN SOON!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE WINTER
SAVINGS DISCOUNT AND SAVE

Don’t miss the chance to join Tech & Learning magazine for a high- UP TO $104 PER PERSON.
end, information-packed one-day event designed especially for district BRING A TEAM FROM YOUR
and school administrators and technology leaders like you. This is your SCHOOL OR DISTRICT AND
chance to network with others who care deeply about the future of SAVE EVEN MORE!

education. Share your successes and address challenges in an engaging
and intimate setting, and leave with practical tools and key contacts for
continued rich communities of practice.

TECH FORUM PROGRAM OVERVIEW: - Practical breakouts JOIN US ON THE 2011 TOUR:

and workshops ¢ Roundtable Discussions ¢ Industry Spotlights Chicago, IL - May 6
* Sponsor-Hosted Receptions ¢ Visionary Superintendents Sharing
their Perspective New York - October 21

TOPICS INCLUDE: - Web 2.0 and how it’s changing education Austin, TX - November 4
* Technology and 21st Century Skills < Effective and sustainable
professional development

FULL PROGRAM, KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, AND _ _
PRESENTERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED SOON! Virtual Tech Forum: Spring and Fall 2011

PLUS! An April event in a brand new
location, to be announced soon.
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A CLASSROOM WITHOUT WALLS.

Learning shouldn’t stop at the classroom door. Give your students classroom access
without walls. With a Mobile Broadband solution from Verizon, your students can download

alecture, upload a project and post on a study group wall, all from off campus. The largest /™ N\
high-speed wireless network in America brings the classroom into your world.
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DATA GOES GLOBAL

On the afternoon of November 17,
Tech & Learning attended the Global
Learning Resource  Connection
Workshop in Houston, where manag-
ing editor Christine Weiser sat down
to talk with many of these panel-
ists to discuss their thoughts on the
National Educational Technology
Plan, Common Core Standards, Web
3.0, the need for open systems, and
much more. Below are highlights from
these interviews (see the complete
video interviews on www.techlearn-
ing.com/Video):

ROB ABEL, CEO, IMS GLOBAL
LEARNING CONSORTIUM

The reality of education is the world
is a diverse place and we’re all global
citizens. We can make the U.S. system
better by understanding that up front
and improve aspects of our system.
We are in the relatively early stages of
understanding how learning occurs,
the best way to do learning, and how
tech can support that learning. We've
had a lot of tech come in from out-
side of education that has sometimes
helped and sometimes not helped. My
sense is the suppliers are really get-
ting it now—that they need to make
the lives of educators easier with tech

ROB ABEL
CEO

IMS Global Learnin

in terms of how they want education
to occur. In particular, in the U.S., with
all the investment being made by
DOE, this is a very exciting time. Even
if your district doesn’t feel particularly

resourced and you are struggling to
do what you need to do, | really do
think these investments that are com-
ing will help you, because eventually
this technology will not only help you
do your job but it will be more acces-
sible and easier to acquire.

JOHN WILSON, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, NATIONAL EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

[The NEA] will work at the local and
state level to make sure teachers are
aware of the new national technol-
ogy plan, that policies are aligned

i
JOHN W™ [
Executive Dire
National Educ ah

with this plan, and that teachers will
utilize the recommendations of the
plan at the classroom level. We’ll
do a lot of stirring around imagina-
tion and innovation to show teach-
ers some of the possibilities of the
future. At our national conference
this year, [we’re saying to] those
companies that exhibit, “don’t just
set up a booth. Come and teach the
participants about how your product
can help them in the classroom.” It’s
a great time to reclaim our role as
being innovators of the world.

STEVE MIDGLEY, DEPUTY DIRECTOR,
US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

We know social media creates com-
munities of practices. It can improve
professional networking, break down
barriers, and broaden the educator’s

expanse of work.
We think the new
Learning Registry
collaborative proj-
ect will be a start.
Federal, state, and
local governments
have been asking,
how do we make
resources for learn-
ing more accessible? The Learning
Registry brings together resources
such as the National Archives, The
Smithsonian, the Department of
Education, the Library of Congress,
and uses these as a tech approach to
enable a social network for metadata.

DINY GOLDER, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, JES & CO.

By adopting more open standards,
K-12 schools can blend into the higher
education eportfolio scenario. With
an eportfolio, students can travel
across districts or states and bring
with them all of the accomplishments
and competencies they’ve met so far,
so the new teacher doesn’t have to
rely upon this new student sitting in
a corner and taking a lot of tests to
determine where to place that stu-
dent. Just like with our mobile medi-
cal data, that teacher can electroni-
cally know for sure where this new
student will fit into her classroom and
their studies.

Executnre Director

Jes & Co,
profit education resexrc
ated to open stand:

DINY GOLDE%
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: EPSON
Rethink Your

Interactive Options.
PlaHTUNE s

¢ All you need is a wall and this interactive
projector + pen combination from Epson.

¢ Use, share, and engage with virtually any software.

¢ PD offerings and learning tools available!

“..in fact, it’s hard to imagine why anyone would
still want an interactive whiteboard, when they

could get the [BrightLink] 450Wi instead.”
ﬁ

®

E EDITORS’ Find out how easy it is to go
CHOICE interactive with Epson at

PCMAG.COM
August 9, 2010

ST epson.com/BrigntLink

. . —— l ™ & o
P — \ Pt UNKE Solo &
- Turn Any Installed Projector into an Interactive Projector

‘ Add BrightLink Solo to your installed projectors, and step up
to interactivity.

Epson is a registered trademark and Epson Exceed Your Vision is a registered logomark of Seiko Epson Corporation. BrightLink and BrightLink Solo are trademarks and
Brighter Futures is a registered trademark of Epson America, Inc. Copyright 2010 Epson America, Inc.

Reprinted from www.pcmag.com, August 9, 2010, with permission. © 2010 Ziff Davis, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Kidblog: a great way
for schools to have kids
blog.
Sweet Search: an excel-
lent search engine for
students, as everything has
been reviewed by educators
beforehand
Cacoo: a nice site for
3 creating online charts
and graphs; it has a built-in
chat feature for collaborat-
ing
21 Classes: a good way to get
4 students blogging in a safe,
secure environment
Story Jumper: an excellent site
for digital storytelling that has
lots of educational
teachers
Middlespot: an innovative Web site
for social bookmarking that allows
users to collect sites in a visual way
Education Eye: a fun site for
brainstorming with this visual
search engine
Kizoa: a great site for creating
8 animated slide shows that has
lots of content to choose from
Drag on Tape: a very user-friend-
ly site that uses a drag-and-drop
interface to edit and mix video
Shwup: a great site for making
1 O collaborative slide shows
PreZentit: Very similar to
1 1 Shwup, this is a nice-looking site
for making collaborative slide shows.
Quintura for Kids: a search
1 engine for kids that acts a bit
like a tag cloud in that results can be
embedded in a site
TodaysMeet: Create a real-
13 time, private, back-channel
chat that brings in tweets from Twitter.

resources for

frends

TOP 25 SITES OF 2010

MeMoov: a very user-friendly
1 4 site for digital storytelling that
allows users to record their voices for
narration
1 Wordia: Brings words to life

through the use of video.

Encyclomedia: a video ency-
1 6 clopedia with which results can
be embedded in a site

Zooburst: a great site for digi-
1 7 tal storytelling on which a user
can make an online 3-D pop-up book

Jay Cut: a site similar to iMovie
1 8 that allows users to edit or cre-
ate a video

Splashup: Looks like
1 9 Photoshop and is a great way
to edit photos and manipulate layers
and effects.
Comic Master: a fun site for
2 O digital storytelling that has a
drag-and-drop interface
Knowcase: Create collabora-
21 tive outlines with this easy-to-

use site.
2 2 Cloud Canvas: a great site
for photo editing and drawing

and painting that is similar to Splashup
Magic Studio: a great multi-
2 3 media site for uploading pho-
tos, documents, and video and then
editing them
Googlios: a way for students
24 to create digital portfolios
online using Google Tools
2 We Are Teachers: a social

network for educators where
lots of ideas and lessons can be found

David Kapuler blogs at techlearning.
com. Send your favorite Web site to
cweiser@nbmedia.com.

-

p
Nation’s Report Card for Reading
and Math: Reading Scores Decline

Here’s the good news: According to new
results from the National Assessment of
Educational Progress, the performance of
twelfth graders nationwide in reading and
mathematics has improved since 2005. The
bad news? The average score for reading
was lower than in 1992, and significant
achievement gaps between major racial and
ethnic groups remain in both subjects.

O Read the full report at http://nationsreportcard.gov.
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SWVEpson
EBrighter

FUTURES"
reliability. support. savings.

INTERACTIVE LEARNING
MADE EASY AND AFFORDABLE!

Add interactivity to your
installed projectors.

BrightLink Solo™

INTERACTIVE MODULE

¢ Affordable interactive solution—Premium interactive

whiteboard quality and functionality, at a fraction of the price

e Maximize your interactive area—Set the size, as
needed, without being limited by the budget; up to 96"
(WXGA) or 102" (XGA)

e Easy integration—Cross-compatible with most
instructional software applications; optional RM Easiteach

solution also available

CHECK OUT THE NEW _
BRIGHTLINK S0L0 BUNDLE OFFERS! &8

Visit epson.com/SoloBundle

®
E PSON Epson is a registered trademark, and Epson Exceed Your Vision is a registered logomark of Seiko Epson Corporation. BrightLink Solo
is a trademark and Brighter Futures is a registered trademark of Epson America, Inc. Copyright 2010 Epson America, Inc. Product

EXCEED YOUR VISION specifications are subject to change without notice.



PRODUCTREVIEWS

Put to the Test

T&L editors take some new products for a test drive

» » PRODUCT: HP MINI 100E

www.hp.com » Retail price: sub-$300

By Ben Grey

The HP Mini 100e netbook features up to 9.5 hours of bat-
tery life and has no internal optical drive.

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: The HP Mini 100e’s design
and feature set clearly show HP’s intent to target the educa-
tion market, and overall, the product proves a solid option
for schools looking to equip K-6 classrooms with low-cost
netbooks. The unit has an integrated handle that will allow
students to carry the netbook safely from cart to desk, or
even from classroom to classroom. The case is constructed
of a durable plastic that will withstand rough han-
dling by younger students, and HP has
utilized its Mylar-film spill-resistant
keyboard. The six-cell battery

provides enough power to last

eight hours between charges.

EASE OF USE: Essentially, the N
Mini 100e provides many of the

same functions that other netbooks

on the market do. The 92 percent chi-
clet keyboard generally felt comfortable, and 3
its smaller size may make it most beneficial for ~
younger students, who have smaller hands. The track-
pad is integrated into the housing using the same plastic as
the case, though it is recessed and given a slightly bumpy
texture to provide sensation. It isn't HP’s best trackpad
design, as the tactile user experience it afforded proved
frustrating. The unit provides only the slower 1.66 GHz Atom
process instead of the faster 1.83 GHz model available on
other netbooks.

SUITABILITY FOR USE IN A SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT:
Teachers will appreciate several small touches, like the
small LED located on the lid that will light up when the Mini
100e is connected with a network. The unit also has an inte-
grated Webcam for recording and Web conferencing. The
Mini 100e does not come with an option for Bluetooth or
with a wireless connection. Though its plastic case provides
durability, its form factor is rather thick at 1.57 inches, and
the unit is a bit heavy at 3.19 pounds. HP is setting a target

sub-$300 price point, but the final price is to be determined
by the size of a bulk purchase. HP does not sell the units
individually.

OVERALL RATING

The unit is well built and integrates several features that
will provide nice solutions for an elementary classroom,
but the 100e seems to sacrifice other key features, the
lack of which keeps it from being a truly compelling

option for the elementary netbook space.
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e No Wires!

e Simply attach a Wireless Flyer
accessory to any DC120
Ladibug™ Document Camera

 High-Definition Image Clarity

e Excellent Color Reproduction
Quality

lafihuum

* Flexible Gooseneck Design Document Cameras

e Built-in Microphone for USB

e 5 Year Unlimited REPLACEMENT
Warranty

e FREE Training!

Ladibugs unanimously
chosen favorite
classroom tool!

21st Century Teachers

Hampton City Schools handpicked
40 teachers, one from each of its
K'to 12 schools, and awarded
them with the moniker of “21st
Century Teachers.” These
teachers were given the latest
technology-based teaching tools,
including Lumens document cameras,
white boards, pen-based tablets, projectors

and PCs. When asked which technology
was indispensable, the teachers unanimously
responded, “The Lumens Document Cameras”.
Teachers know that they can do so much more
— annotating visuals, saving materials,

and demonstrating lessons in new ways.

It lets them teach the way kids need to learn.

,,,,,,,,

Lumens £

Brighter Teaching

Lumens Document Cameras
www.MyLadibug.com or call 615-530-7236




PRODUCTREVIEWS

» » PRODUCT: MICROSOFT OFFICE FOR MAC ACADEMIC 2011

www.microsoft.com/mac » Retail price: Starts at $99; volume licensing available.

By Carol S. Holzberg

Office for Mac Academic 2011 artfully blends the familiar
Office suite tools with several new features and improve-
ments to deliver a robust tool kit well worth the price of
upgrading.

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: Important new compo-
nents for 21st-century students include support for collabora-
tive work through online cloud-based document sharing over
Microsoft Windows Live Drive or Microsoft SharePoint. In
Office 2011, you can also create and broadcast a PowerPoint
presentation to anyone anywhere over the Internet.
Designated viewers do not
have to have PowerPoint 2011
installed to see the slide show.
Embedded audio and video
content does not broadcast.
Links to online movies and

| Mew Blank Document
New from Template...

B ot La1 Yowm e fmat_Arunge Town e o ok _§_ iy
R

The Sun is a star.
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. i
a a =3
Z i . la le
' Meview Pase  maner Vesiage el Back Aavort Documine  Peemaiaen

. Web Page Preview Save to ShasePoint... -
e ages continue to Work, Restrict Permissions »  E-mail (as Atachment)...
Web pag t t k
i E-mail (as HTML)... X
however, and viewers can :"":“"""" E-mall a3 Lkl Another ease-of-use feature is the new Word
ot Setup.
click those links to access it i Document Gallery for quick access to documents
a [ Properties... -]

content outside the show.
EASE OF USE: The user-
friendly interface of Office 2011 combines the best of
both Macintosh and Windows worlds. There’s a recogniz-
able collection of drop-down menus at the top of each
application window, the familiar Standard and Formatting
toolbars, plus a manageable Ribbon that replaces the old
Formatting Palette. Unlike Office apps for Windows, the
Ribbon interface in Office for Mac 2011 adds to rather than
replaces familiar features. For example, teachers will appre-
ciate being able to turn tracking on with two simple clicks
(Review tab/slide Track Changes to “on”).

Top Features

» The new Ribbon interface is
nonintrusive, as users can continue to
rely on familiar drop-down menus.

» Documents can be shared, viewed,
and edited online in a browser using

Microsoft Web apps and Windows Live.

» Compatibility across platforms for files
created in Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
and Outlook allow users to view and
edit documents regardless of which
application created them.

and templates, like calendars, flyers, newsletters, and

posters. An improved Find and Replace command
now includes a search box on the Standard toolbar in addition
to a quick preview of text search matches in the search pane
of the sidebar to the left of the document window. Finally,
PowerPoint for Mac 2011 supports layers, offering more con-
trol over the way objects such as text boxes, graphics, and
shapes are positioned on a PowerPoint slide.
CREATIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY: The latest version
of Office supports Visual Basic scripting, enabling users
to record and edit time-saving macros and share them
across platforms. A new feature built into Outlook 2011 for
Macintosh lets users preview the contents of email using
Apple’s Quick Look capability. You can also choose to dis-
play email messages grouped by threaded conversations,
so it’s easy to locate topic-related messages.

OVERALL RATING

Office 2011 for Macintosh makes sense in school settings
where students are encouraged to collaborate on
projects or complete work assignments outside class.
Applications load quicker. Files created in Office 2011
are fully compatible with files created in Office 2010
for Windows, so users can complete work assignments
regardless of the platform that does the work.
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Do you havg
students struggling
with writing?

Webspiration Classroom - [Moby Dick]

e — i Improve writing and thinking skills with

Classroom-

Grades 5-12

Iy
[ =l

== Using proven visual thinking and learning
methods, Webspiration Classroom™ service
helps students develop the necessary skills to

write effectively and evaluate and synthesize

Moby Dick
by Herman Melvile

- Sk information. Online access facilitates peer

review, collaboration and student-teacher
interaction—engaging students, extending
learning time, and increasing achievement in
Language Arts and across the curriculum.

1. Pequod's Crew
There is no specific discussion about the camaraderie amongst the crew but
there are examples of it as the story discusses the work the crew does together
and how their circumstances are all tied together as they work under Ahab.

2.Ahab
Has no interest in friendship. He pushes away Pip, who is the one person who
begins to get close to him. Ahab spends all o his time obsessed with the great
‘white whale. His only “relationship" is the obsessive and vengeful one with
Moby Dick, which in the end is his demise.

3. Ishmael and Queequeg
Their relationship starts off rocky but things get better when they get to know
each other and leam the things they have in common such as wanting to learn
about the rest of the world. They are both willng to change and grow. They
both understand that people from different cultures and lands can leam from
ach other. They both value their differences and similarities. It could be said

that itis this friendship that indirectly saves Ishmael’s fe i the end.

Learn more today:
inspiration.com/webspirationclassroom

o: amy R

KRS . a4 &
=

o
Learn how Webspiration Classroom Itlsp]ratlon®

improves writing and thinking skills. SOFTWARE, INC
The Leader in Visual Thinking and Learning™

Register for a free webinar: L
www.inspiration.com

inspiration.com/WCwebinar
_f

© 2011 Inspiration Software, Inc. All rights reserved. Inspiration Software, Inc. owns U.S. and foreign trademark registrations for Inspiration®, a U.S. trademark registration for
the brand Webspiration®, and owns Webspiration Classroom™, The Leader in Visual Thinking and Learning™ and various other word and design marks used with above brands.



PRODUCTREVIEWS

» » PRODUCT: ILIFE 11

www.apple.com » Retail price: Single license, $49; family pack, $79; school
price, $29. Volume pricing available.

By Carol S. Holzberg

iLife, Apple’s popular creativity
suite, combines five stand-alone
programs designed to function as
an integrated collection: iPhoto,
iMovie, GarageBand, iWeb, and
iDVD. Its numerous tools help
users organize, edit, create, and
share multimedia content, such
as photos, movies, music, audio
recordings, and Web pages.
QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: iPhoto ’11 boasts several
additional features to help users track, edit, and share
images. New to this version is the ability to hide the menu
bar to view and edit photos in full-screen mode, plus the
ability to present full-screen images in slide shows, complete
with music sound track. There are 12 slide-show templates
from which to choose.

Apple iMovie is both a movie maker and a movie orga-
nizer. In iMovie ’11, new theme templates enable users to
produce movies in the style of TV news and sports broad-
casts. You can also produce blockbuster-style movie trailers
showcasing students’ video projects and upcoming special
events for class or school.

UG ERAGALGRAMLL

Top Features

» iPhoto includes
simple Quick Fix
tools for image
editing, rotating, and
cropping; removing
red eye; and applying
special effects.
iLife ’11 applications
work well together.
They also work well
with iTunes, making
it easy to locate, use,
and share pictures,
movies, sounds, and
projects among the
applications.
This affordable
upgrade provides
new tools and
features that
support important
21st-century skills.

GarageBand 1,
the third iLife app to
receive a makeover
in this release, adds
new tools to help you
learn to play the gui-
tar or piano, including
several basic “Learn to Play” lessons plus a guitar Chord

Trainer, which shows correct finger positions for commonly
used guitar chords. As with earlier versions of the program,
you must attach a USB or MIDI-compatible keyboard or
connect a guitar to the audio input port on your computer
to make the most of the instruction.

EASE OF USE: All applications in the collection are jam-
packed with options and features, so getting
up to speed will take time. Novice users can

OVERALL RATING

Educators and students can use the new iLife "11 tools to create a
variety of projects supporting teaching, learning, portfolios of student
work, and multimedia extravaganzas. While applications in the iLife
’11 suite require both an Intel dual-core processor and Snow Leopard
10.6.3 or later to run, plus a 1,280-by-768-pixel resolution screen for
display, most Macintosh computers purchased in the last five years

can handle these requirements.

consult the help files within each application
to learn about program features.

CREATIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY: iLife is
creativity personified. Tight integration with
Apple’s iTunes, and iLife applications’ abil-
ity to share images, music, video clips, and
sounds, make for user-friendly project design.
Iltems you create in one application are easily

accessed for use in the others.
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NEC can take your display technology to the head of the class.

With high-performance, large-format LCD displays (32" - 82"), you can
relay vital messaging to your students and faculty from virtually
anywhere within your facility. In addition to the exclusive Digital Signage
Technology Suite, which boasts more than 30 advanced features, these
displays tout advantages such as an ultra-thin bezel, a built-in expansion
slot for no-hassle PC and media player integration and HD resolution that
turns heads and draws crowds In51de the classroom NEC's wide

Win a $25,000 NEC display technology makeover!

Is the display technology in your school not making the grade? Through February 28, 2011, you
can submit your technology-deficient classroom videos to NEC to see if you will win a makeover
in NEC display products.

Tobe eligible, you must first register for Star Student at www.necstarstudent.com.
You can also receive extended warranty coverage, earn cash back and more!

Visit NEC online today or call 866-NEC-MORE to learn more about our display solutions.
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» » PRODUCT: EASYBIB.COM

Retail price: Basic edition, free; school edition starts at $150 annually; EasyBib’s
Free MyBib Pro service provides MLA formatting

By MaryAnn Karre

Top Features

EasyBib.com is a Web site that >
helps students quickly and sim-
ply collect, format, and alphabet-
ize lists of works cited and teach-
es them to credit the sources of
their information correctly.

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS:
EasyBib is the right name for
this product, as it makes com-
plete and accurate bibliogra-
phies a snap. With Autocite, it’s
as simple as entering an ISBN,
URL, keyword, or part of a title

EasyBib.com is just as
valuable a tool for the
beginning researcher as for
the university student.

By collecting information

on sources as the student
researches, EasyBib lets

the student concentrate on
addressing the topic instead
of on the details and format of
the citations.

Providing step-by-step help,

W EasyBib

Write Smarter.

since every field on EasyBib’s citation
forms includes detailed help.

The Citation Guide will help show
students where they can find the various
pieces of information they need for their
bibliography, not simply what they need.
Though the free basic edition is a won-
derfully time-saving and supportive tool,
the school and MyBib Pro editions allow
students to easily switch between APA,

to generate a complete cita-
tion for books, databases, and
as many as 58 types of sources
including cartoons, music, and
public performances. It took
only seconds to create a list
that consisted of a book, an
article from a technical journal, a YouTube video, and a
software program. For sources that are not provided by
EasyBib automatically, manual citations are just as easy,
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EasyBib teaches students to
properly credit their sources
in the style that they will
use from elementary school
through college.

MLA, and Chicago or Turabian styles;
they also include parenthetical and foot-
note formatting, database importing,
IP authentication, and a Web-site qual-
ity check, and they are free of ads. All
versions can cite 58 types of sources
through the use of Autocite, all export to
Word and RTF, and all have citation management.

EASE OF USE: Students need only log in to access their
lists. Because the Web site is so intuitive and quick, they
can focus on using reliable sources and documenting them
properly instead of worrying about formatting the citations
correctly. The parenthetical citation wizard creates a cita-
tion instantly when the page number that is cited is entered,
and the footnotes wizard formats a footnote or endnote
on the fly. When they use the student and Pro editions,
students can even import citations from commonly used
databases, such as JSTOR, EBSCO, and ProQuest.
CREATIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY: EasyBib is more than a
citation tool, especially since it has partnered with Credo
Reference, WorldCat, and YoLink to help students start
research immediately upon accessing the EasyBib site.

OVERALL RATING

EasyBib.com is equally at home at all academic levels,
from elementary school to university, since it can format
citations in MLA, APA, or Chicago or Turabian styles and
assist with parenthetical citations and footnotes, which

can be copied and pasted easily.
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Are you leaving E-rate $ on the table?

Gaggle's safe student email and web hosting tools are Priority 1 E-rate eligible. All schools and
districts are eligible to receive funding in addition to their other E-rate initiatives. Using Gaggle,

districts can propel students and teachers into true 21st century learning. If you want your students l
to communicate and collaborate, but don't want to risk their security... Gaggle is the Only Solution. ga gg e
For more information please visit Www.gaggle.net orcall 800-288-/750

Eligible Services Include:

e Email (7 GB Storage) * Message Boards

¢ Gaggle Social Learning Wall e (Chat Rooms

e Digital Lockers & Collaboration e Docs & Spreadsheets (real time editing and group collaboration)
¢ Filtered Blogs e Homework Drop Boxes

©2010 Gaggle, All rights reserved, Gaggle and the Gaggle logo are registered trademarks of Gaggle.Net, Inc.



PRODUCTREVIEWS

» » PRODUCT: BIGUNIVERSE.COM

Retail price: Classroom one-year subscription, $99.95 (up to 35 students);
classroom recurring subscription, $14.95 a month; school site license, $995

By MaryAnn Karre

BigUniverse is a dynamic online
reading, writing, and sharing
community that has more than
2,600 excellent fiction and non-
fiction books for young readers.
QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS:
BigUniverse is a learning com-
munity that provides a wide
variety of attractive books from
leading publishers, the tools to
create new books easily, and
many ways for its members to connect with
others to share messages and books. The library
of publishers’ books is impressive; it contains
many excellent nonfiction titles, and they display
beautifully, looking very much like the original
books. Even the sound and “feel” of turning
pages is similar to that experienced with a print-
ed book. Although it is a broad community of
readers and writers in more than 150 countries,
contributions and messages are monitored and
limited to ensure a safe experience for young
members.

EASE OF USE: BigUniverse’s bright colors and
prominent tabs for reading, writing, and sharing make it easy
and fun to navigate. Students love to create a personal page
with backgrounds and an avatar chosen from the site’s col-
lections. Even young users can find books with the browse
and search features on the first page, or they can use the
navigation guides to locate books by grade, reading level,

Top Features

» Readers can locate books by grade,
reading level, interest age, category,
and language.

» BigUniverse is a simple way to integrate

and teach technology in the elementary
classroom.

» The product improves home-school
communication, allowing teachers and
parents to become involved in students’
reading and writing.

interest age, category, and/
or language. The books can
be read, saved to a book-
shelf, and shared with others.
Creating books is simple and
fun too, requiring very little
computer expertise.
CREATIVE USE OF TECH-
NOLOGY: By allowing mem-
bers to comment, recom-
mend, and read what others
think and to share their origi-
nal books with the world,
BigUniverse has created a
safe, fun, and educational
social network.
SUITABILITY FOR USE
IN A SCHOOL ENVIRON-
MENT: BigUniverse is a
simple way to add thou-
sands of books, which
can be shared by any
number of students at
the same time, for a frac-
tion of what the print
copies would cost, with
no wear and tear on the collection, and without filling up
valuable classroom and library space. Teachers can assign
books to students and assess comprehension with fun quiz-
zes, get scores instantly, and view assessment reports. The
books display beautifully on interactive whiteboards, so it’s
easy to share with large groups, and the writing aspect is
easily adapted to reports, reading responses, and writing
workshops; or custom books can be created to support the
curriculum. BigUniverse also uses reading levels (Fountas &
Pinnell, DRA), so students can choose books at their reading
levels, and educators can use them to differentiate instruction.

OVERALL RATING

BigUniverse has an impressively large collection of
e-books for the elementary reader, most gratifyingly
its nonfiction and foreign-language books. But it is
the whole reading-writing-sharing package that sets it

above all other e-book products.
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Make your math lessons
simply amazing
SMART Notebook™ Math Tools

With SMART Notebook Math Tools software, it's easy to make math lessons engaging and easy to understand.
This add-on to SMART Notebook collaborative learning software combines all the tools you need to prepare
lessons, teach math concepts and solve equations. And everything is at your fingertips, so there’s no need to
import symbols or switch between applications.

Incorporate shapes, measurement tools and graphs into your lesson activities. Or handwrite an equation and
the software can it turn it into text that can be automatically solved and graphed. You can also insert and edit
textbook quality equations with the advanced equations editor.

Discover how SMART Notebook Math Tools can simplify your lesson preparation and help make your math
lessons amazing. Visit www.smarttech.com/NBmath.

SMART.

© 2010 SMART Technologies. All rights reserved. SMART Notebook, smarttech, the SMART logo and all SMART taglines are trademarks or registered trademarks of SMART Technologies in the
U.S. and/or other countries. 10_0184

Extraordinary made simple™
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l FEATURESTORY

Forget auld acquaintances and don’t

; By Ellen Ul
worry about resolutions, the most y =lien Lliman

popular thing to do this time of

To read
year is to make predictions for the their
thoughts
next 12 months. in full and
to make
your own
predictions,
Throughout the year, we’ll be sure
to go to
track their progress and grade our techlearning.
conjecture this time next year. com

TEXTBOOKS ARE DEAD! FOR REAL THIS TIME!

“We are at approximately 80 percent electronic books right now,”

-::--- says Paul Wood, technology director at Bishop Dunne Catholic
‘ School in Dallas. The three-year process has spurred a major net-
work upgrade, allowing students to bring their own connectivity, and has
educated parents. “While there are many pros and cons of being that
immersed in ebooks, | truly believe that the cons will continue to disap-
pear and the pros will only become greater,” Wood says. “Features such
as text-to-speech, highlighting, marking in the books, and others continue
to be things that will get better not only with the books but also with the

technology.”

ASSESSMENT WILL BE COMPREHENSIVE AND CONSTANT!

“Learning happens all the time. If there are clear standards and student
progress is based on competency, then learning anywhere should count,”
says Kim Carter, executive director of the QED Foundation, a nonprofit
dedicated to creating and sustaining student-centered learning commu-
nities. They’'ve been doing this for the last nine years at the Monadnock
Community Connections Public High School of Choice in Swanzey, New
Hampshire. Each student works collaboratively with a teacher advisor to
establish her or his education plan. For example, one student learned all his
geometry standards through origami. Another worked with a glass geome-
trician who creates stained-glass lamps.
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FEATURESTORY

use the information to create, figure out, learn, or make
something. Any of those is far more important than just
spewing out facts.”

Learning at his school is authentic, powerful, and
meaningful, Lehmann says. To get there, educators have
to ask different questions, such as, What if high school
weren’t just prep? What if the work kids did in high school
mattered now? What could they create?

STUDENTS FORCED TO USE PHONES IN CLASS!

T&L advisors and educators Lisa Nielsen and .
Willyn Webb know how schools can harness the oo’
power of cell phones. Their progressive five-step

plan starts with helping educators use cell phones for
professional purposes, moves to using the devices to
strengthen the home-school connection, and ends with
empowering students to use the devices for learning
outside of school and, ultimately, in the classroom. “As
we move into the next decade and schools go from ban-
ning to embracing cell phones for learning,” Nielsen says,
“failure to bring your phone might become grounds for
detention—much like failure to bring your textbook or
homework was in the past.”

CONTENT WILL BE FREE FOR ALL, ALL THE TIME!

Scott S. Floyd, instructional technologist at White Oak (TX)
Independent School District, is a free radical (so to speak):
“If the government provides free education to all, why
would we not make the best content available and within
easy reach?” he asks. “Instead we spend billions every year
on paper copies from companies that package the same
thing in a new wrapper.”

At White Oak he encourages staff to work within global
communities to find content and teaching and learning strat-
egies that benefit them and their students. This goal is attain-
able, within limits. Time is the most limiting factor. Absent an
easy search engine for good content, the staff does have to
spend hours vetting the content to find what is a good match
for their needs. Sounds like an opportunity for publishers...

STUDENTS WILL LEARN OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL!

“This year our students will have two full days of instruction
delivered electronically,” says Lisa Wendel, superinten-

dent of the Mississinawa Valley (OH) Local School District.
“These two days will take place when we are unable to go to
school because of unsafe weather conditions. Each teacher
has already developed electronic lessons for each of their
classes. When an e-day is called, students will go to the dis-
trict Web site and click on their grade or teachers’ names,
and the lessons will be enabled for them. The goal for the
project is to equal or surpass the learning that would occur
in a normal face-to-face day.”

ALL DATA BECOME COMPATIBLE-GLOBALLY!

One hundred and sixty leading education organizations
around the world are collaborating through a nonprofit
organization called the IMS Global Learning Consortium
to develop and conform to a framework called the Digital
Learning Services Standards. So far, 30 products have been
certified to conform to the new standards, which make inter-
action among Blackboard, Moodle, Desire2Learn, and other
learning tools and platforms seamless. The standards are
receiving initial support from the Florida Virtual School and
the New York City Department of Education, among others.

“When an e-day is called, students will go to the district Web site and click on their grade
or teachers’ names, and the lessons will be enabled for them. The goal for the project is to
equal or surpass the learning that would occur in a normal face-to-face day.”
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Student Stats, from OnCourse Systems, is the just-right data solution
for mid-size school districts. Import virtually any student data—standardized
test scores, benchmark assessments, IEPs, even attendance and discipline
records—and Student Stats generates classroom reports that teachers can use
immediately to craft their lesson plans. For administrators, Student Stats
provides student achievement reports by teacher, grade, school and district.

The Student Stats advantage:

» Web-based—no software to install or update

» Customizable—reports can meet your district’s needs

» Secure—control access to student records

» Affordable—a manageable alternative to large-district data programs
« Intuitive—Distribute reports to staff with point-and-click simplicity
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Mobile devices ease task of evaluating teachers, districts

By Pam Derringer

Five years ago, school administrators
using smartphones or PDAs to check
the status of hallway loiterers or read
email under the table during dull staff
meetings were the height of cool.

But today, mobile devices are more
Combined with
access to sophisticated Web-based
data
beginning to transform the evaluating

than cool. real-time

systems, mobile devices are
of students, teachers, and administra-
tors and edging closer to education’s
holy grail: How well are schools teach-

tools them- )

/ / ;

ing kids to learn?
the
selves are becoming progressively

Meanwhile,

lighter. The move from laptop to .;'l
netbook and then from netbook \ ),

to iPad has lessened the
physical burden of tech
tools that administra-
tors must tote from
class to class to
assess instruction.
“The iPad opens
the door for two
things: collecting
classroom obser-
vations and check-
ing off teacher

behavior” and

gathering from many sources informa-
tion about an individual student, says
Miguel Guhlin, a technology director in
the San Antonio region. “With access
to real-time student data in the palm of
your hand, you can do a lot on the fly.”

Administrators can call up a Google
Form checklist to assess how well
teachers are using technology, differ-

1
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entiating instruction, or following up on
student interventions, Guhlin says. And
now this information can be stored,
analyzed, and aggregated to evaluate
performance on an individual, build-
ing, or district level. Larger districts
too big for their own number crunch-
ing can get more-sophisticated analy-
sis through third-party vendors. The

downside, though, is that these

applications are pricey,
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ViewSonic and You.

ViewSonic delivers a complete line of award winning interactive short throw
and ultra short throw projectors for any classroom, application or budget. Our
projectors are backed with over 20 years of innovative design expertise and
one of the best warranties in the business. We focus on delivering reliable
products that lower your total cost of ownership with features like filter-less
design, low lamp replacement cost and Eco-mode for energy savings. And
for a limited time, we're offering educators an additional 2-year warranty,
free screen and mount and free lamp (estictions apply?).

*For complete details please go to www.viewsonic.com/interactivepj/techlearning

® [ ]
ViewSonic
Programs, specifications and availabiity are subject to change without notice. Selection, offers and programs may vary by

country; see your ViewSonic representative for complete detais. Corporate names, rademarks stated herein are the property S h d 'ﬁ ®
of their respective companies. Copyright © 2010 ViewSonic Corporation. All rights reserved. [15355-00E-12/10] e e t e I e r e n Ce
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Administrators from Randolph High school use iPads for a wide variety of school management tasks.

averaging a $200 to $300 onetime fee
per user, and some vendors charge per
student instead of per user.

Another step forward, Guhlin says,
is that data can be retrieved wirelessly
without plugging into a network. Data
are always current, unlike the situation
a few years ago, when they were
updated only overnight. Now real-time
data are uploaded at a district’s data
warehouse or a third-party hosted
application, such as Eduphoria or
Media-X, directly to a handheld device.
“Transparency is the goal,” Guhlin says.
“We want to support teachers but hold
them accountable.”

Debbie losso and Jennifer Fano, a
principal and an administrator, respec-
tively, with Randolph Township (NJ)
Schools, also are converts to the iPad
for informal class observations, full
teacher appraisals, and collaborating
with other administrators. Until this fall
the district relied on the BlackBerry

and laptops, but the screen on the
BlackBerry was too small, and the lap-
tops were too heavy. Using the iPad,
administrators can tap teacher rat-
ings directly into a Google Form with-
out any writing, and the information
can be emailed to the teacher before
administrators leave the classroom
and downloaded to a spreadsheet.
“The time savings is huge,” Fano says.
“This has transformed our ability to get
data on every teacher.”

“The iPads are so small and light,
they are almost invisible, the batteries
last a full school day, and you can really
use them on the fly, even for nonteach-
ing tasks, like reporting a cracked win-
dow,” losso adds. Although they don’t
use the iPads as phones, she says that
emailing memos and documents is all
they really need.

Another mobile device that has
in Randolph
$69

quickly won converts

Township is the 1.5-pound,
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www.schoolcio.com

IPEVO
which administrators use for

document camera,
professional development, staff
meetings, and even—thanks to
Skype—for videoconferencing
with prospective candidates.
“It’s
says, referring to the USB port.

just plug and go,” Fano
“It replaces transparencies and
displays objects and documents
very conveniently.”

Scott Floyd, instructional
technologist in the White Oak
(TX) ISD, says his district uses
Wi-Fi-embedded iPads for
phone calls over the district’s
VOIP network using the Acrobits
application. District administra-
tors also use iPads to do per-
formance evaluations, access
student data, and share videos
during staff meetings. White Oak
previously experimented with HP
IPAQ netbooks and Apple iPod
touches but liked the iPad the
best. “The iPad is faster and has a big-
ger keyboard and a longer battery life,
and rapidly earned its ROl in saved
time,” Floyd says.
like White Oak,
according to Guhlin, are often more

Smaller districts,

nimble and open to innovating
technology than larger districts, where
deployments cost more and more
stakeholders weigh in on proposals.
As for the future, Guhlin predicts that
savvy districts will begin to use mobile
devices for community outreach, such
as showing residents what the schools
are doing by posting photos, videos,
and podcasts about events to their
Web sites as soon as they occur.
Further down the road, Guhlin antici-
pates that simple, affordable videocon-
ferencing equipment will enable admin-
istrators to converse with one another
and/or broadcast on the fly. The chal-
lenge, he says, will be supporting all

these devices from different vendors.




Tap into the
Virtual Classroom

What is a Smartpen?

Livescribe smartpens record everything you hear, write and draw.
Later, simply tap on your notes to play back your recordings.
Save and share notes and audio as interactive Flash™ movies
called pencasts to your computer, iPad or iPod Touch. These
pencasts can be embedded on your educator blog, emailed
directly to students, or played on classroom Apple™ devices.

What Does This Mean?

Educators can now easily create instructional material
that students can access any time, anywhere.

This means an increase in overall instructional time
without the burden of additional work for the educator.

Students can review material as many times
as they need to build comprehension and
educators can easily monitor, evaluate and
record individual student performance.

Education pricing ranges from $99-$399.

L I 1 To purchase or arrange for a demo appointment,
¥ | |VeSCr|be please visit us at www.livescribe.com/education
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*Pocket Books

By Ellen Ullman

For most of our product roundups, we at Tech & Learning talk with
technology or curriculum directors. When it came to e-readers, however, we
found ourselves speaking to librarians and English teachers. And though it
was a challenge to find schools doing full-scale implementations, we heard
about many small pilot tests and other creative ways to finance a handful of
e-readers for classrooms and libraries.

Will DeLamater, a former high school English teacher and principal, started
EduKindle (edukindle.ning.com) to help educators who are using e-readers
connect with each other and share ideas and resources. DeLamater, who
bought his first Kindle early in 2008, believes that e-readers present three
distinct advantages:

Children can increase the font size, which research says helps improve
reading for kids with any learning disability.

E-readers vastly expand the range of

choice in reading material. “You can put
a complete library of books on your mobile
device, including the classics that are in the public
domain,” DeLamater says.

Everything begins with a story.
—joseph Campbell

The ultimate benefit, he says, is an economic one. Districts can decrease their

book-replacement budgets substantially by downloading free or low-cost
e-books. Also, the site CK12.0RG, for example, which is part of the movement
toward open educational resources, features more than a dozen textbooks, all
vetted and correlated to standards in various subjects.

T was bom in Toronte, one month early and during a
‘Blizzard that covered the city in snow and silence. The
surprise and the low-visibility conditions that
accompanied my arrival ware portents, though they
at the time. My &8 B recent
immigrant from Indla, was of two worlds, and she
wauld pass that multiple identity on to me. My father

Kathy Parker, a librarian at the Seneca
(IL) Grade School, agrees that e-readers
offer useful features. “The Kindle's text-
to-speech helps struggling readers and
- = ELL students follow and comprehend,”
: she says. Parker also loves the dictionary
feature, which lets kids get the definition
of an unfamiliar word as soon as they
encounter it. “That appeals to their need for
instant gratification.”

L3 Y
his absence at my birth was a sign of th