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What if a team of 

world-class engineers collaborated with 

administrators and teachers to develop 

our most comprehensive, user-friendly 

interactive teaching tools ever?

(Imagine that.)

©2011 DYMO, a Newell Rubbermaid company

The NEW MimioClassroom™ family of products. We took award-winning 

teaching technologies. We gathered meticulous input from teachers and 

administrators. We then challenged some of the best engineering minds in the 

industry to create an entirely new standard. 

All MimioClassroom tools are designed to work together. Simply. The 

MimioTeach™ interactive system transforms the whiteboards you already have 

into interactive whiteboards. The MimioCapture™ ink recording system lets you 

use dry erase markers to write, edit, and erase directly to your computer. The 

MimioVote™ assessment system provides instant testing results with a handset 

that’s easier for students—it automatically renumbers in a convenient storage 

and charging tray. The MimioView™ document camera displays high-resolution 

images and launches the onscreen software simultaneously.

When Ken Royal of Scholastic experienced the new MimioClassroom tools,

he said they were “…simple to use, priced right, and not confusing for 

teachers….” Exactly what we had in mind.

Request your free information kit: 
visit mimio.dymo.com/A2 
or call 877.MY.MIMIO

In the world of interactive teaching, Mimio products stand apart.
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Professional development, funding, and free stuff: 
Check out our Web offerings from teachers, administrators, and tech coordinators.

new@techlearning.com

 
ondemand

Check out the 
following resources 
from our partner sites:

UPCOMING 
 WEBINAR
Managing Remote IT 
Systems from Your 
Office: Five Tips for 
School IT Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2 pm EST

EBOOKS
Active Participation 
Is Key to Student 
Learning 
Sponsored by SMART 
Technologies

How Web-Based 
Tools Change 
Teaching & Learning 
Sponsored by HP and Intel

Classroom Video: 
Tools and Strategies 
to Engage Student 
Learning 
Sponsored by Sony

VIRTUAL TECH 
FORUM
Now on Demand!
Registration Is free. 
Sponsored by eInstruction, 
K-12 Computing Blueprint by 
Intel, Lightspeed Systems, 
Apperson, and Fiddlehead

Check techlearning.com for updates.
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THE MOST-READ STORIES ON 
TECHLEARNING.COM
Top 10 Safe Search Engines 
David Kapuler lists his top 10 choices for safe search engines, but reminds 

readers surfing the Internet that no site is 100 percent safe—even when they’re 

using filtered search engines. 

Who Are Your Friends on Facebook? 
Lisa Thumann challenges educators to reevaluate their friends lists on 

Facebook. Do you really have to review status updates from people you don’t 

know at all?

Twitter Captures Students’ 
Thoughts and Ideas 
Lisa Nielsen shares more ways students and teachers can benefit from Twitter.

Students, Ownership, and Creativity: 
35 Resources
Guest blogger Shelly Terrell shares her favorite resources for hands-on  

creative projects using digital technologies.

The Battle for the Interactive 
Whiteboard: The Kids Surrender 
Daniel Rezac has decided to wave the white flag of surrender and accept the 

classroom use of IWBs—but he does tell teachers to stop hogging the device 

and let the kids have more time at the boards.

Blogs, Wikis, or Google Docs—Oh, My! 
Lisa Nielsen is often asked by educators why she uses wikis, blogs, and 

Google docs. Why not pick just one? The answer is, because she uses them all 

in different ways. 

100 Web Tools for Enhancing 
Collaboration  
Özge Karaoglu shares some of the coolest tools you can use to kick-start 

collaborative projects in any curriculum. 

Top 10 Web Site Creators
David Kapuler lists his top sites for creating a Web site. While most programs 

are free, for a fee users can increase the options offered and eliminate ads.

Follow us on TWITTER (techlearning) and 
FACEBOOK (Tech&Learning Magazine)



WHEN IT COMES TO COLOR, 
OUR TECHNOLOGY KEEPS IT BALANCED.

For optimum viewing experiences, be sure to ask for 3LCD and the 

COLOR LIGHT OUTPUT specifi cation before buying projectors for 

your classrooms or other learning environments. The Color Light 

Output specifi cation is now being adopted by industry experts. More 

information about that can be found at www.colorlightoutput.com. www.3LCD.com



editor’s desk

It’s only natural, this time of year, 
to hear big-picture talk about the state of 
technology and pedagogy in school. Where 
have we been? Where are we going? The edtech 
industry, especially, likes to indulge in the navel 
gazing. How many decades have we been 
“reinventing education” now?

Far be it from us not to participate. If you turn to page 29 you’ll 
read the first installment of our 2011 Top 10 series and what is the 
inaugural foray into Tech&Learning’s annual list of predictions 
for the future of edtech. 

In it, you’ll find some well-worn exclamations from promises 
past—“The death of textbooks!” and “The end of testing as we 
know it!” among them. What makes these prognostications 
distinct is that each is backed up with real-world scenarios. 
Bishop Dunne Catholic School in Dallas is 80 percent electronic 
books right now, according to its tech director, Paul Wood. T&L 
advisor and principal Chris Lehmann doesn’t test at his Science 
Leadership Academy in Philadelphia so much as judge students 
on work done. 

What the editors are betting on with this list is that these singular 
examples will shortly become widespread. At the end of 2011, we 
will revisit each of these projections and break down in what 
ways we were correct or why we were not. Give us your own 
prediction or tell us why we’re full of hot air at techlearning.com 
or on our Facebook page (search for Tech & Learning). Because, 
while we write about it, you make it happen. Happy New Year!

PROMISES, PROMISES

Kevin Hogan
Editorial Director

N THE WEB
www.techlearning.com
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news  trends by T&L editors

Next generation PD
No, this is not a spy camera, but it can capture a realistic snapshot of a “day in the life” in the 
classroom. The new Teachscape Reflect combines 360-degree video-capture hardware and 
online software to provide a panoramic view of a classroom. Teachscape Reflect hardware 
includes a low-profile lightweight device combining two HD video cameras and two HD wireless 
microphones to provide a 360-degree view. After recording, the video footage is uploaded to 
Teachscape’s secure Web site. The resulting footage can help teachers reflect on their teaching, 
share instructional practices, and receive timely coaching support.

www.teachscape.com/reflect

nextbigthing
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Wacom® Bamboo 
Pen and Tablet

$69.99

CDWG 1863474

Promethean Fixed 378 
Pro Range with LCD 
Projector

$3199
CDWG 1815393

AVerMedia® 
AVerVision CP135

$444.88

CDWG 1858502

Offer subject to CDW G’s standard terms and conditions of sale, available at CDWG.com. ©2011 CDW Government LLC

Welcome to tomorrow’s classroom. 800.767.4239 | the21stcenturyclassroom.com

Preparing children for the future 
begins in the classroom.
When it comes to using technology, children today are advancing at an astonishing 

rate. Your classroom should be able to keep up, and CDW G can help you achieve that. 

Our knowledgeable and experienced team of K-12 technology specialists understands

your budgeting requirements and will help you in choosing the right solutions for your 

institution — from netbooks to student response systems, interactive whiteboards to 

projectors, and more. We also have the professional development resources and 

services necessary to help you and your staff keep up with advancing technology.

All so you can provide the very best for your students.



A new CDW-G 2010 Energy 

Efficient IT Report found that 

three quarters of U.S. organiza-

tions, such as schools, are work-

ing to reduce energy use in 

IT operations, from the 

desktop to the data cen-

ter. In addition, many are tak-

ing innovative approaches 

to reducing such energy use. 

Two thirds are doing at least 

one of the following:

■ Deploying core switches that are 

more power efficient

■ Replacing edge and work-group 

switches with switches that are 

more power efficient

■ Using the network as a platform 

for managing and reducing 

energy use

■ Adopting 10 GB Ethernet, 

InfiniBand technologies

■ Reducing the infrastructure 

of storage area networks by 

implementing Fibre Channel 

over Ethernet (FCoE)

■ Moving to top-of-the-

rack models for access layer 

switching

ORGANIZATIONS STILL 
STRIVING TO GO GREEN

news  trends
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0% 
Unfriendly. 
Don’t touch 
the stuff.

13.76% 
None of
the above

62.78% 
Use it but am very
selective about 
who I accept.

16.78% 
Have an account 
but rarely use it.

16.59% 
Open-door 
policy. The more 
the merrier

See more polls at 
techlearning.com.

T&L ASKS READERS
How Facebook 
friendly are you?

For the full report, 
visit www.cdwg.com/
energyefficientIT

LEARNING: 
IS THERE 
AN APP FOR 
THAT?

■ The mobile media pass-

back effect is a new phenom-

enon. Two thirds of children aged 

four to seven have used an iPhone 

or iPod touch, and 85 percent 

have used one owned by a par-

ent. Children most often use the 

devices when they are “passed 

back” by a parent while in a car. 

■ There is evidence that kids 

can learn from apps. Mobile appli-

cations based on PBS KIDS pro-

grams were independently evalu-

ated with 90 children aged three 

to seven who played with them for 

two weeks. Children made gains in 

vocabulary comprehension, letter 

identification, and rhyming after 

using the apps. 

■ Young children are surpris-

ingly adept at using smart mobile 

devices. Nearly all the children 

observed could master opera-

tions, even after initial difficulty.  
FROM A NEW REPORT RELEASED BY THE JOAN 
GANZ COONEY CENTER AT SESAME WORKSHOP IN 
COLLABORATION WITH PBS KIDS RAISING READERS 
AND HOTSPEX.



































Don’t miss the chance to join Tech & Learning magazine for a high-

end, information-packed one-day event designed especially for district 

and school administrators and technology leaders like you. This is your 

chance to network with others who care deeply about the future of 

education. Share your successes and address challenges in an engaging 

and intimate setting, and leave with practical tools and key contacts for 

continued rich communities of practice.

TECH FORUM PROGRAM OVERVIEW: • Practical breakouts 

and workshops  • Roundtable Discussions   • Industry Spotlights   

• Sponsor-Hosted Receptions  • Visionary Superintendents Sharing  

their Perspective

TOP
PROFESSIONALS

EDUCATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY

JOIN US ON THE 2011 TOUR:
Chicago, IL – May 6

New York – October 21

Austin, TX – November 4

PLUS! An April event in a brand new 
location, to be announced soon.

Virtual Tech Forum: Spring and Fall 2011

PRODUCED BY:

Interested in becoming a Tech Forum sponsor? Email us at techforum@nbmedia.com

REGISTRATION
OPEN SOON!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE WINTER 
SAVINGS DISCOUNT AND SAVE  

UP TO $104 PER PERSON.

BRING A TEAM FROM YOUR  
SCHOOL OR DISTRICT AND  

SAVE EVEN MORE!

JOIN YOUR REGION’S

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT TECHLEARNING.COM/TECHFORUM

THANK YOU TO OUR 2010 SPONSORS AND ASSOCIATION PARTNERS

TOPICS INCLUDE: • Web 2.0 and how it’s changing education

• Technology and 21st Century Skills  • Effective and sustainable 

professional development

FULL PROGRAM, KEYNOTE SPEAKERS, AND  
PRESENTERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED SOON!
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MOBILE LEARNING

A CLASSROOM WITHOUT WALLS.
Learning shouldn’t stop at the classroom door. Give your students classroom access 
without walls. With a Mobile Broadband solution from Verizon, your students can download 
a lecture, upload a project and post on a study group wall, all from off campus. The largest 
high-speed wireless network in America brings the classroom into your world. 

VERIZONWIRELESS.COM/EDUCATION 1.800.VZW.4BIZ   



On the afternoon of November 17, 

Tech & Learning attended the Global 

Learning Resource Connection 

Workshop in Houston, where manag-

ing editor Christine Weiser sat down 

to talk with many of these panel-

ists to discuss their thoughts on the 

National Educational Technology 

Plan, Common Core Standards, Web 

3.0, the need for open systems, and 

much more. Below are highlights from 

these interviews (see the complete 

video interviews on www.techlearn-

ing.com/Video): 

ROB ABEL, CEO, IMS GLOBAL 

LEARNING CONSORTIUM

The reality of education is the world 

is a diverse place and we’re all global 

citizens. We can make the U.S. system 

better by understanding that up front 

and improve aspects of our system. 

We are in the relatively early stages of 

understanding how learning occurs, 

the best way to do learning, and how 

tech can support that learning. We’ve 

had a lot of tech come in from out-

side of education that has sometimes 

helped and sometimes not helped. My 

sense is the suppliers are really get-

ting it now—that they need to make 

the lives of educators easier with tech 

in terms of how they want education 

to occur. In particular, in the U.S., with 

all the investment being made by 

DOE, this is a very exciting time. Even 

if your district doesn’t feel particularly 

resourced and you are struggling to 

do what you need to do, I really do 

think these investments that are com-

ing will help you, because eventually 

this technology will not only help you 

do your job but it will be more acces-

sible and easier to acquire. 

JOHN WILSON, EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR, NATIONAL EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATION

[The NEA] will work at the local and 

state level to make sure teachers are 

aware of the new national technol-

ogy plan, that policies are aligned 

with this plan, and that teachers will 

utilize the recommendations of the 

plan at the classroom level. We’ll 

do a lot of stirring around imagina-

tion and innovation to show teach-

ers some of the possibilities of the 

future. At our national conference 

this year, [we’re saying to] those 

companies that exhibit, “don’t just 

set up a booth. Come and teach the 

participants about how your product 

can help them in the classroom.” It’s 

a great time to reclaim our role as 

being innovators of the world. 

STEVE MIDGLEY, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

We know social media creates com-

munities of practices. It can improve 

professional networking, break down 

barriers, and broaden the educator’s 

expanse of work. 

We think the new 

Learning Registry 

collaborative proj-

ect will be a start. 

Federal, state, and 

local governments 

have been asking, 

how do we make 

resources for learn-

ing more accessible? The Learning 

Registry brings together resources 

such as the National Archives, The 

Smithsonian, the Department of 

Education, the Library of Congress, 

and uses these as a tech approach to 

enable a social network for metadata. 

DINY GOLDER, EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR, JES & CO.

By adopting more open standards, 

K-12 schools can blend into the higher 

education eportfolio scenario. With 

an eportfolio, students can travel 

across districts or states and bring 

with them all of the accomplishments 

and competencies they’ve met so far, 

so the new teacher doesn’t have to 

rely upon this new student sitting in 

a corner and taking a lot of tests to 

determine where to place that stu-

dent. Just like with our mobile medi-

cal data, that teacher can electroni-

cally know for sure where this new 

student will fit into her classroom and 

their studies.  

news  trends
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DATA GOES GLOBAL 



Epson is a registered trademark and Epson Exceed Your Vision is a registered logomark of Seiko Epson Corporation. BrightLink and BrightLink Solo are trademarks and 

Brighter Futures is a registered trademark of Epson America, Inc. Copyright 2010 Epson America, Inc.

Reprinted from www.pcmag.com, August 9, 2010, with permission. © 2010 Ziff Davis, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Interactive Options.
Rethink Your

Award Winning All-in-One 
Interactive Projector 

projector + pen combination from Epson.

“...in fact, it’s hard to imagine why anyone would 

still want an interactive whiteboard, when they 

could get the [BrightLink] 450Wi instead.”

August 9, 2010
Epson BrightLink 450Wi

Add BrightLink Solo to your installed projectors, and step up 
to interactivity. 



1 Kidblog: a great way 

for schools to have kids 

blog. 

2 Sweet Search: an excel-

lent search engine for 

students, as everything has 

been reviewed by educators 

beforehand

3 Cacoo: a nice site for 

creating online charts 

and graphs; it has a built-in 

chat feature for collaborat-

ing

4 21 Classes: a good way to get 

students blogging in a safe, 

secure environment

5 Story Jumper: an excellent site 

for digital storytelling that has 

lots of educational resources for 

teachers

6 Middlespot: an innovative Web site 

for social bookmarking that allows 

users to collect sites in a visual way

7 Education Eye: a fun site for 

brainstorming with this visual 

search engine

8 Kizoa: a great site for creating 

animated slide shows that has 

lots of content to choose from

9 Drag on Tape: a very user-friend-

ly site that uses a drag-and-drop 

interface to edit and mix video

10 Shwup: a great site for making 

collaborative slide shows

11 PreZentit: Very similar to 

Shwup, this is a nice-looking site 

for making collaborative slide shows.

12 Quintura for Kids: a search 

engine for kids that acts a bit 

like a tag cloud in that results can be 

embedded in a site

13 TodaysMeet: Create a real-

time, private, back-channel 

chat that brings in tweets from Twitter.

14 MeMoov: a very user-friendly 

site for digital storytelling that 

allows users to record their voices for 

narration

15 Wordia: Brings words to life 

through the use of video.

16 Encyclomedia: a video ency-

clopedia with which results can 

be embedded in a site

17 Zooburst: a great site for digi-

tal storytelling on which a user 

can make an online 3-D pop-up book

18 Jay Cut: a site similar to iMovie 

that allows users to edit or cre-

ate a video

19 Splashup: Looks like 

Photoshop and is a great way 

to edit photos and manipulate layers 

and effects.

20 Comic Master: a fun site for 

digital storytelling that has a 

drag-and-drop interface

21 Knowcase: Create collabora-

tive outlines with this easy-to-

use site.

22 Cloud Canvas: a great site 

for photo editing and drawing 

and painting that is similar to Splashup

23 Magic Studio: a great multi-

media site for uploading pho-

tos, documents, and video and then 

editing them

24 Googlios: a way for students 

to create digital portfolios 

online using Google Tools

25 We Are Teachers: a social 

network for educators where 

lots of ideas and lessons can be found

David Kapuler blogs at techlearning.

com. Send your favorite Web site to 

cweiser@nbmedia.com.

TOP 25 SITES OF 2010
news  trends
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Nation’s Report Card for Reading 
and Math: Reading Scores Decline
Here’s the good news: According to new 

results from the National Assessment of 

Educational Progress, the performance of 

twelfth graders nationwide in reading and 

mathematics has improved since 2005. The 

bad news? The average score for reading 

was lower than in 1992, and significant 

achievement gaps between major racial and 

ethnic groups remain in both subjects. 

Read the full report at http://nationsreportcard.gov.



Add interactivity to your 
installed projectors.

INTERACTIVE LEARNING
 MADE EASY AND AFFORDABLE.

BrightLink Solo™

INTERACTIVE MODULE

—Premium interactive 

whiteboard quality and functionality, at a fraction of the price

—Set the size, as 

needed, without being limited by the budget; up to 96" 

(WXGA) or 102" (XGA)

—Cross-compatible with most 

instructional software applications; optional RM Easiteach  

solution also available

Epson is a registered trademark, and Epson Exceed Your Vision is a registered logomark of Seiko Epson Corporation. BrightLink Solo 
is a trademark and Brighter Futures is a registered trademark of Epson America, Inc. Copyright 2010 Epson America, Inc. Product 
specifi cations are subject to change without notice.

CHECK OUT THE NEW 
BRIGHTLINK SOLO BUNDLE OFFERS!



PRODUCTREVIEWS

Put to the Test
T&L editors take some new products for a test drive

By Ben Grey

The HP Mini 100e netbook features up to 9.5 hours of bat-

tery life and has no internal optical drive.

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: The HP Mini 100e’s design 

and feature set clearly show HP’s intent to target the educa-

tion market, and overall, the product proves a solid option 

for schools looking to equip K–6 classrooms with low-cost 

netbooks. The unit has an integrated handle that will allow 

students to carry the netbook safely from cart to desk, or 

even from classroom to classroom. The case is constructed 

of a durable plastic that will withstand rough han-

dling by younger students, and HP has 

utilized its Mylar-film spill-resistant 

keyboard. The six-cell battery 

provides enough power to last 

eight hours between charges. 

EASE OF USE: Essentially, the 

Mini 100e provides many of the 

same functions that other netbooks 

on the market do. The 92 percent chi-

clet keyboard generally felt comfortable, and 

its smaller size may make it most beneficial for 

younger students, who have smaller hands. The track-

pad is integrated into the housing using the same plastic as 

the case, though it is recessed and given a slightly bumpy 

texture to provide sensation. It isn’t HP’s best trackpad 

design, as the tactile user experience it afforded proved 

frustrating. The unit provides only the slower 1.66 GHz Atom 

process instead of the faster 1.83 GHz model available on 

other netbooks.

SUITABILITY FOR USE IN A SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT: 

Teachers will appreciate several small touches, like the 

small LED located on the lid that will light up when the Mini 

100e is connected with a network. The unit also has an inte-

grated Webcam for recording and Web conferencing. The 

Mini 100e does not come with an option for Bluetooth or 

with a wireless connection. Though its plastic case provides 

durability, its form factor is rather thick at 1.57 inches, and 

the unit is a bit heavy at 3.19 pounds. HP is setting a target 

sub-$300 price point, but the final price is to be determined 

by the size of a bulk purchase. HP does not sell the units 

individually.

PRODUCT: HP MINI 100E 
www.hp.comRetail price: sub-$300
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OVERALL RATING
The unit is well built and integrates several features that 

will provide nice solutions for an elementary classroom, 

but the 100e seems to sacrifice other key features, the 

lack of which keeps it from being a truly compelling 

option for the elementary netbook space. 
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By Carol S. Holzberg 

Office for Mac Academic 2011 artfully blends the familiar 

Office suite tools with several new features and improve-

ments to deliver a robust tool kit well worth the price of 

upgrading. 

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: Important new compo-

nents for 21st-century students include support for collabora-

tive work through online cloud-based document sharing over 

Microsoft Windows Live Drive or Microsoft SharePoint. In 

Office 2011, you can also create and broadcast a PowerPoint 

presentation to anyone anywhere over the Internet. 

Designated viewers do not 

have to have PowerPoint 2011 

installed to see the slide show. 

Embedded audio and video 

content does not broadcast. 

Links to online movies and 

Web pages continue to work, 

however, and viewers can 

click those links to access 

content outside the show.

EASE OF USE: The user-

friendly interface of Office 2011 combines the best of 

both Macintosh and Windows worlds. There’s a recogniz-

able collection of drop-down menus at the top of each 

application window, the familiar Standard and Formatting 

toolbars, plus a manageable Ribbon that replaces the old 

Formatting Palette. Unlike Office apps for Windows, the 

Ribbon interface in Office for Mac 2011 adds to rather than 

replaces familiar features. For example, teachers will appre-

ciate being able to turn tracking on with two simple clicks 

(Review tab/slide Track Changes to “on”).

Another ease-of-use feature is the new Word 

Document Gallery for quick access to documents 

and templates, like calendars, flyers, newsletters, and 

posters. An improved Find and Replace command 

now includes a search box on the Standard toolbar in addition 

to a quick preview of text search matches in the search pane 

of the sidebar to the left of the document window. Finally, 

PowerPoint for Mac 2011 supports layers, offering more con-

trol over the way objects such as text boxes, graphics, and 

shapes are positioned on a PowerPoint slide. 

CREATIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY: The latest version 

of Office supports Visual Basic scripting, enabling users 

to record and edit time-saving macros and share them 

across platforms. A new feature built into Outlook 2011 for 

Macintosh lets users preview the contents of email using 

Apple’s Quick Look capability. You can also choose to dis-

play email messages grouped by threaded conversations, 

so it’s easy to locate topic-related messages.

PRODUCT: MICROSOFT OFFICE FOR MAC ACADEMIC 2011 
www.microsoft.com/macRetail price: Starts at $99; volume licensing available. 

OVERALL RATING
Office 2011 for Macintosh makes sense in school settings 

where students are encouraged to collaborate on 

projects or complete work assignments outside class. 

Applications load quicker. Files created in Office 2011 

are fully compatible with files created in Office 2010 

for Windows, so users can complete work assignments 

regardless of the platform that does the work. 

Top Features
 The new Ribbon interface is 

nonintrusive, as users can continue to 
rely on familiar drop-down menus.

 Documents can be shared, viewed, 
and edited online in a browser using 
Microsoft Web apps and Windows Live.

 Compatibility across platforms for files 
created in Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
and Outlook allow users to view and 
edit documents regardless of which 
application created them.
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Moby Dick 
by Herman Melville

I. Themes

    A. Defiance
 1. Father Mapple's sermon about Jonah
 2. Starbuck

    B. Friendship
 1. Pequod's Crew

There is no specific discussion about the camaraderie amongst the crew but 
there are examples of it as the story discusses the work the crew does together 
and how their circumstances are all tied together as they work under Ahab.

 2. Ahab

Has no interest in friendship. He pushes away Pip, who is the one person who 
begins to get close to him. Ahab spends all of his time obsessed with the great 
white whale. His only "relationship" is the obsessive and vengeful one with 
Moby Dick, which in the end, is his demise.

 3. Ishmael and Queequeg

Their relationship starts off rocky but things get better when they get to know 
each other and learn the things they have in common such as wanting to learn 
about the rest of the world. They are both willing to change and grow. They 
both understand that people from different cultures and lands can learn from 
each other. They both value their differences and similarities. It could be said 
that it is this friendship that indirectly saves Ishmael's life in the end. 
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By Carol S. Holzberg

iLife, Apple’s popular creativity 

suite, combines five stand-alone 

programs designed to function as 

an integrated collection: iPhoto, 

iMovie, GarageBand, iWeb, and 

iDVD. Its numerous tools help 

users organize, edit, create, and 

share multimedia content, such 

as photos, movies, music, audio 

recordings, and Web pages.

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS:  iPhoto ’11 boasts several 

additional features to help users track, edit, and share 

images. New to this version is the ability to hide the menu 

bar to view and edit photos in full-screen mode, plus the 

ability to present full-screen images in slide shows, complete 

with music sound track. There are 12 slide-show templates 

from which to choose. 

Apple iMovie is both a movie maker and a movie orga-

nizer. In iMovie ’11, new theme templates enable users to 

produce movies in the style of TV news and sports broad-

casts. You can also produce blockbuster-style movie trailers 

showcasing students’ video projects and upcoming special 

events for class or school. 

GarageBand ’11, 

the third iLife app to 

receive a makeover 

in this release, adds 

new tools to help you 

learn to play the gui-

tar or piano, including 

several basic “Learn to Play” lessons plus a guitar Chord 

Trainer, which shows correct finger positions for commonly 

used guitar chords. As with earlier versions of the program, 

you must attach a USB or MIDI-compatible keyboard or 

connect a guitar to the audio input port on your computer 

to make the most of the instruction. 

EASE OF USE: All applications in the collection are jam-

packed with options and features, so getting 

up to speed will take time. Novice users can 

consult the help files within each application 

to learn about program features. 

CREATIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY: iLife is 

creativity personified. Tight integration with 

Apple’s iTunes, and iLife applications’ abil-

ity to share images, music, video clips, and 

sounds, make for user-friendly project design. 

Items you create in one application are easily 

accessed for use in the others.

PRODUCT: ILIFE ’11 
www.apple.comRetail price: Single license, $49; family pack, $79; school 
price, $29. Volume pricing available. 

PRODUCTREVIEWS

OVERALL RATING
Educators and students can use the new iLife ’11 tools to create a 

variety of projects supporting teaching, learning, portfolios of student 

work, and multimedia extravaganzas. While applications in the iLife 

’11 suite require both an Intel dual-core processor and Snow Leopard 

10.6.3 or later to run, plus a 1,280-by-768-pixel resolution screen for 

display, most Macintosh computers purchased in the last five years 

can handle these requirements. 
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Top Features
 iPhoto includes 

simple Quick Fix 
tools for image 
editing, rotating, and 
cropping; removing 
red eye; and applying 
special effects.

 iLife ’11 applications 
work well together. 
They also work well 
with iTunes, making 
it easy to locate, use, 
and share pictures, 
movies, sounds, and 
projects among the 
applications.

 This affordable 
upgrade provides 
new tools and 
features that 
support important 
21st-century skills.





By MaryAnn Karre

EasyBib.com is a Web site that 

helps students quickly and sim-

ply collect, format, and alphabet-

ize lists of works cited and teach-

es them to credit the sources of 

their information correctly.  

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: 

EasyBib is the right name for 

this product, as it makes com-

plete and accurate bibliogra-

phies a snap. With Autocite, it’s 

as simple as entering an ISBN, 

URL, keyword, or part of a title 

to generate a complete cita-

tion for books, databases, and 

as many as 58 types of sources 

including cartoons, music, and 

public performances. It took 

only seconds to create a list 

that consisted of a book, an 

article from a technical journal, a YouTube video, and a 

software program. For sources that are not provided by 

EasyBib automatically, manual citations are just as easy, 

since every field on EasyBib’s citation 

forms includes detailed help. 

The Citation Guide will help show 

students where they can find the various 

pieces of information they need for their 

bibliography, not simply what they need. 

Though the free basic edition is a won-

derfully time-saving and supportive tool, 

the school and MyBib Pro editions allow 

students to easily switch between APA, 

MLA, and Chicago or Turabian styles; 

they also include parenthetical and foot-

note formatting, database importing, 

IP authentication, and a Web-site qual-

ity check, and they are free of ads. All 

versions can cite 58 types of sources 

through the use of Autocite, all export to 

Word and RTF, and all have citation management. 

EASE OF USE: Students need only log in to access their 

lists. Because the Web site is so intuitive and quick, they 

can focus on using reliable sources and documenting them 

properly instead of worrying about formatting the citations 

correctly. The parenthetical citation wizard creates a cita-

tion instantly when the page number that is cited is entered, 

and the footnotes wizard formats a footnote or endnote 

on the fly. When they use the student and Pro editions, 

students can even import citations from commonly used 

databases, such as JSTOR, EBSCO, and ProQuest. 

CREATIVE USE OF TECHNOLOGY: EasyBib is more than a 

citation tool, especially since it has partnered with Credo 

Reference, WorldCat, and YoLink to help students start 

research immediately upon accessing the EasyBib site. 

PRODUCT: EASYBIB.COM
Retail price: Basic edition, free; school edition starts at $150 annually; EasyBib’s 
Free MyBib Pro service provides MLA formatting

PRODUCTREVIEWS

OVERALL RATING
EasyBib.com is equally at home at all academic levels, 

from elementary school to university, since it can format 

citations in MLA, APA, or Chicago or Turabian styles and 

assist with parenthetical citations and footnotes, which 

can be copied and pasted easily. 
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Top Features
EasyBib.com is just as 

valuable a tool for the 
beginning researcher as for 
the university student.

By collecting information 
on sources as the student 
researches, EasyBib lets 
the student concentrate on 
addressing the topic instead 
of on the details and format of 
the citations.  

Providing step-by-step help, 
EasyBib teaches students to 
properly credit their sources 
in the style that they will 
use from elementary school 
through college.





PRODUCTREVIEWS
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By MaryAnn Karre

BigUniverse is a dynamic online 

reading, writing, and sharing 

community that has more than 

2,600 excellent fiction and non-

fiction books for young readers.

QUALITY AND EFFECTIVENESS: 

BigUniverse is a learning com-

munity that provides a wide 

variety of attractive books from 

leading publishers, the tools to 

create new books easily, and 

many ways for its members to connect with 

others to share messages and books. The library 

of publishers’ books is impressive; it contains 

many excellent nonfiction titles, and they display 

beautifully, looking very much like the original 

books. Even the sound and “feel” of turning 

pages is similar to that experienced with a print-

ed book. Although it is a broad community of 

readers and writers in more than 150 countries, 

contributions and messages are monitored and 

limited to ensure a safe experience for young 

members.  

EASE OF USE: BigUniverse’s bright colors and 

prominent tabs for reading, writing, and sharing make it easy 

and fun to navigate. Students love to create a personal page 

with backgrounds and an avatar chosen from the site’s col-

lections. Even young users can find books with the browse 

and search features on the first page, or they can use the 

navigation guides to locate books by grade, reading level, 

interest age, category, and/

or language. The books can 

be read, saved to a book-

shelf, and shared with others. 

Creating books is simple and 

fun too, requiring very little 

computer expertise. 

CREATIVE USE OF TECH-

NOLOGY: By allowing mem-

bers to comment, recom-

mend, and read what others 

think and to share their origi-

nal books with the world, 

BigUniverse has created a 

safe, fun, and educational 

social network. 

SUITABILITY FOR USE 

IN A SCHOOL ENVIRON-

MENT: BigUniverse is a 

simple way to add thou-

sands of books, which 

can be shared by any 

number of students at 

the same time, for a frac-

tion of what the print 

copies would cost, with 

no wear and tear on the collection, and without filling up 

valuable classroom and library space. Teachers can assign 

books to students and assess comprehension with fun quiz-

zes, get scores instantly, and view assessment reports. The 

books display beautifully on interactive whiteboards, so it’s 

easy to share with large groups, and the writing aspect is 

easily adapted to reports, reading responses, and writing 

workshops; or custom books can be created to support the 

curriculum. BigUniverse also uses reading levels (Fountas & 

Pinnell, DRA), so students can choose books at their reading 

levels, and educators can use them to differentiate instruction.

PRODUCT: BIGUNIVERSE.COM
Retail price: Classroom one-year subscription, $99.95 (up to 35 students); 
classroom recurring subscription, $14.95 a month; school site license, $995

OVERALL RATING
BigUniverse has an impressively large collection of 

e-books for the elementary reader, most gratifyingly 

its nonfiction and foreign-language books. But it is 

the whole reading-writing-sharing package that sets it 

above all other e-book products.  

Top Features
 Readers can locate books by grade, 

reading level, interest age, category, 
and language.

 BigUniverse is a simple way to integrate 
and teach technology in the elementary 
classroom.

 The product improves home-school 
communication, allowing teachers and 
parents to become involved in students’ 
reading and writing.
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FEATURESTORY

TEXTBOOKS ARE DEAD! FOR REAL THIS TIME!
“We are at approximately 80 percent electronic books right now,” 

says Paul Wood, technology director at Bishop Dunne Catholic 

School in Dallas. The three-year process has spurred a major net-

work upgrade, allowing students to bring their own connectivity, and has 

educated parents. “While there are many pros and cons of being that 

immersed in ebooks, I truly believe that the cons will continue to disap-

pear and the pros will only become greater,” Wood says. “Features such 

as text-to-speech, highlighting, marking in the books, and others continue 

to be things that will get better not only with the books but also with the 

technology.” 

ASSESSMENT WILL BE COMPREHENSIVE AND CONSTANT!
“Learning happens all the time. If there are clear standards and student 

progress is based on competency, then learning anywhere should count,” 

says Kim Carter, executive director of the QED Foundation, a nonprofit 

dedicated to creating and sustaining student-centered learning commu-

nities. They’ve been doing this for the last nine years at the Monadnock 

Community Connections Public High School of Choice in Swanzey, New 

Hampshire. Each student works collaboratively with a teacher advisor to 

establish her or his education plan. For example, one student learned all his 

geometry standards through origami. Another worked with a glass geome-

trician who creates stained-glass lamps. 
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Forget auld acquaintances and don’t 

worry about resolutions, the most 

popular thing to do this time of 

year is to make predictions for the 

next 12 months. See below for our 

list, along with some backup from 

people who put the proof in our 

pudding. Throughout the year, we’ll 

track their progress and grade our 

conjecture this time next year. 

To read 
their 

thoughts 
in full and 
to make 
your own 
predictions, 
be sure 
to go to 
techlearning.
com

By Ellen Ullman





FEATURESTORY

use the information to create, figure out, learn, or make 

something. Any of those is far more important than just 

spewing out facts.”

Learning at his school is authentic, powerful, and 

meaningful, Lehmann says. To get there, educators have 

to ask different questions, such as, What if high school 

weren’t just prep? What if the work kids did in high school 

mattered now? What could they create? 

STUDENTS FORCED TO USE PHONES IN CLASS!
T&L advisors and educators Lisa Nielsen and 

Willyn Webb know how schools can harness the 

power of cell phones. Their progressive five-step 

plan starts with helping educators use cell phones for 

professional purposes, moves to using the devices to 

strengthen the home-school connection, and ends with 

empowering students to use the devices for learning 

outside of school and, ultimately, in the classroom. “As 

we move into the next decade and schools go from ban-

ning to embracing cell phones for learning,” Nielsen says, 

“failure to bring your phone might become grounds for 

detention—much like failure to bring your textbook or 

homework was in the past.”  

CONTENT WILL BE FREE FOR ALL, ALL THE TIME! 
Scott S. Floyd, instructional technologist at White Oak (TX) 

Independent School District, is a free radical (so to speak): 

“If the government provides free education to all, why 

would we not make the best content available and within 

easy reach?” he asks. “Instead we spend billions every year 

on paper copies from companies that package the same 

thing in a new wrapper.”

At White Oak he encourages staff to work within global 

communities to find content and teaching and learning strat-

egies that benefit them and their students. This goal is attain-

able, within limits. Time is the most limiting factor. Absent an 

easy search engine for good content, the staff does have to 

spend hours vetting the content to find what is a good match 

for their needs. Sounds like an opportunity for publishers…

STUDENTS WILL LEARN OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL!
“This year our students will have two full days of instruction 

delivered electronically,” says Lisa Wendel, superinten-

dent of the Mississinawa Valley (OH) Local School District. 

“These two days will take place when we are unable to go to 

school because of unsafe weather conditions. Each teacher 

has already developed electronic lessons for each of their 

classes. When an e-day is called, students will go to the dis-

trict Web site and click on their grade or teachers’ names, 

and the lessons will be enabled for them. The goal for the 

project is to equal or surpass the learning that would occur 

in a normal face-to-face day.” 

ALL DATA BECOME COMPATIBLE—GLOBALLY!
One hundred and sixty leading education organizations 

around the world are collaborating through a nonprofit 

organization called the IMS Global Learning Consortium 

to develop and conform to a framework called the Digital 

Learning Services Standards. So far, 30 products have been 

certified to conform to the new standards, which make inter-

action among Blackboard, Moodle, Desire2Learn, and other 

learning tools and platforms seamless. The standards are 

receiving initial support from the Florida Virtual School and 

the New York City Department of Education, among others.
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“When an e-day is called, students will go to the district Web site and click on their grade 
or teachers’ names, and the lessons will be enabled for them. The goal for the project is to 
equal or surpass the learning that would occur in a normal face-to-face day.”
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By Pam Derringer

Five years ago, school administrators 

using smartphones or PDAs to check 

the status of hallway loiterers or read 

email under the table during dull staff 

meetings were the height of cool. 

But today, mobile devices are more 

than cool. Combined with real-time 

access to sophisticated Web-based 

data systems, mobile devices are 

beginning to transform the evaluating 

of students, teachers, and administra-

tors and edging closer to education’s 

holy grail: How well are schools teach-

ing kids to learn?

Meanwhile, the tools them-

selves are becoming progressively 

lighter. The move from laptop to 

netbook and then from netbook 

to iPad has lessened the 

physical burden of tech 

tools that administra-

tors must tote from 

class to class to 

assess instruction. 

“The iPad opens 

the door for two 

things: collecting 

classroom obser-

vations and check-

ing off teacher 

behavior” and 

gathering from many sources informa-

tion about an individual student, says 

Miguel Guhlin, a technology director in 

the San Antonio region. “With access 

to real-time student data in the palm of 

your hand, you can do a lot on the fly.”

Administrators can call up a Google 

Form checklist to assess how well 

teachers are using technology, differ-

entiating instruction, or following up on 

student interventions, Guhlin says. And 

now this information can be stored, 

analyzed, and aggregated to evaluate 

performance on an individual, build-

ing, or district level. Larger districts 

too big for their own number crunch-

ing can get more-sophisticated analy-

sis through third-party vendors. The 

downside, though, is that these 

applications are pricey, 

Strategies for K-12 Technology Leaders

34  |   SCHOOL CIO SPECIAL SECTION

Road Test
Mobile devices ease task of evaluating teachers, districts
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averaging a $200 to $300 onetime fee 

per user, and some vendors charge per 

student instead of per user.

Another step forward, Guhlin says, 

is that data can be retrieved wirelessly 

without plugging into a network. Data 

are always current, unlike the situation 

a few years ago, when they were 

updated only overnight. Now real-time 

data are uploaded at a district’s data 

warehouse or a third-party hosted 

application, such as Eduphoria or 

Media-X, directly to a handheld device. 

“Transparency is the goal,” Guhlin says. 

“We want to support teachers but hold 

them accountable.”

Debbie Iosso and Jennifer Fano, a 

principal and an administrator, respec-

tively, with Randolph Township (NJ) 

Schools, also are converts to the iPad 

for informal class observations, full 

teacher appraisals, and collaborating 

with other administrators. Until this fall 

the district relied on the BlackBerry 

and laptops, but the screen on the 

BlackBerry was too small, and the lap-

tops were too heavy. Using the iPad, 

administrators can tap teacher rat-

ings directly into a Google Form with-

out any writing, and the information 

can be emailed to the teacher before 

administrators leave the classroom 

and downloaded to a spreadsheet. 

“The time savings is huge,” Fano says. 

“This has transformed our ability to get 

data on every teacher.”

“The iPads are so small and light, 

they are almost invisible, the batteries 

last a full school day, and you can really 

use them on the fly, even for nonteach-

ing tasks, like reporting a cracked win-

dow,” Iosso adds. Although they don’t 

use the iPads as phones, she says that 

emailing memos and documents is all 

they really need.

Another mobile device that has 

quickly won converts in Randolph 

Township is the 1.5-pound, $69 

IPEVO document camera, 

which administrators use for 

professional development, staff 

meetings, and even—thanks to 

Skype—for videoconferencing 

with prospective candidates. 

“It’s just plug and go,” Fano 

says, referring to the USB port. 

“It replaces transparencies and 

displays objects and documents 

very conveniently.”

Scott Floyd, instructional 

technologist in the White Oak 

(TX) ISD, says his district uses 

Wi-Fi–embedded iPads for 

phone calls over the district’s 

VOIP network using the Acrobits 

application. District administra-

tors also use iPads to do per-

formance evaluations, access 

student data, and share videos 

during staff meetings. White Oak 

previously experimented with HP 

IPAQ netbooks and Apple iPod 

touches but liked the iPad the 

best. “The iPad is faster and has a big-

ger keyboard and a longer battery life, 

and rapidly earned its ROI in saved 

time,” Floyd says.  

Smaller districts, like White Oak, 

according to Guhlin, are often more 

nimble and open to innovating 

technology than larger districts, where 

deployments cost more and more 

stakeholders weigh in on proposals. 

As for the future, Guhlin predicts that 

savvy districts will begin to use mobile 

devices for community outreach, such 

as showing residents what the schools 

are doing by posting photos, videos, 

and podcasts about events to their 

Web sites as soon as they occur. 

Further down the road, Guhlin antici-

pates that simple, affordable videocon-

ferencing equipment will enable admin-

istrators to converse with one another 

and/or broadcast on the fly. The chal-

lenge, he says, will be supporting all 

these devices from different vendors.

Administrators from Randolph High school use iPads for a wide variety of school management tasks. 





By Ellen Ullman

For most of our product roundups, we at Tech & Learning talk with 
technology or curriculum directors. When it came to e-readers, however, we 
found ourselves speaking to librarians and English teachers. And though it 
was a challenge to find schools doing full-scale implementations, we heard 
about many small pilot tests and other creative ways to finance a handful of 
e-readers for classrooms and libraries. 

Will DeLamater, a former high school English teacher and principal, started 
EduKindle (edukindle.ning.com) to help educators who are using e-readers 
connect with each other and share ideas and resources. DeLamater, who 
bought his first Kindle early in 2008, believes that e-readers present three 
distinct advantages:

1 Children can increase the font size, which research says helps improve 
reading for kids with any learning disability. 

2 E-readers vastly expand the range of 
choice in reading material. “You can put 

a complete library of books on your mobile 
device, including the classics that are in the public 
domain,” DeLamater says.

3 The ultimate benefit, he says, is an economic one. Districts can decrease their 
book-replacement budgets substantially by downloading free or low-cost 

e-books. Also, the site CK12.ORG, for example, which is part of the movement 
toward open educational resources, features more than a dozen textbooks, all 
vetted and correlated to standards in various subjects.

Kathy Parker, a librarian at the Seneca 
(IL) Grade School, agrees that e-readers 
offer useful features. “The Kindle’s text-
to-speech helps struggling readers and 
ELL students follow and comprehend,” 
she says. Parker also loves the dictionary 
feature, which lets kids get the definition 
of an unfamiliar word as soon as they 
encounter it. “That appeals to their need for 
instant gratification.” 

Perhaps the most compelling reason of all, 
particularly for a librarian, is that e-readers 
make reading more fun. “Children come to 
the library and say, ‘I want a skinny book,’” 
Parker says. “On the Kindle, you don’t see 
the size, so I can convince them to read 
good books.”

PRODUCTGUIDE
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PINELLAS 
COUNTY 
SCHOOLS
LARGO, FL

DISCOVERY MIDDLE 
SCHOOL
GRANGER, IN

KINDLE (AMAZON.COM/KINDLE) NOOK (WWW.BARNESANDNOBLE.COM/NOOK)
WHAT DO 
YOU USE?

The Clearwater High School principal’s goal, 
according to Bonnie Kelley, supervisor of 
library media and technology, is for every 
student to have all textbooks on the Kindle in 
three years. Already 11 math textbooks are on 
the Kindle. “The instructional-material budget 
from last year went to a literature e-book for all 
four grades,” Kelley says. “Next up is science, 
then social studies.”

Librarian Kathy M. Burnette wrote a grant to 
get e-readers in class. “We don’t have a lot of 
technology, so I thought we could use them for 
our special-needs children and to get everyone 
excited about reading,” she says.

WHY 
DID YOU 
DECIDE 
TO GET 

E-READERS?

“We have 2,200 Kindles, one for each high 
school student, paid for with technology 
funds.” These funds also covered 125 Kindles 
for staff. To purchase the electronic books, they 
use instructional-material funds.

Through a grant from the school foundation.

HOW DID 
YOU FUND 

THEM?

They chose the Kindle for its interactivity, 
its highlighting feature, and its note-taking 
capability, Kelley says. Free Internet access was 
an additional and huge benefit. “Amazon has 
been a wonderful partner, and the publishers 
are listening to our ideas.” 

“We couldn’t get Kindles, because we don’t 
have an Amazon account,” Burnette says. 
She talked to Barnes & Noble about getting 
e-readers for the library and for small-group 
work in classrooms. The NOOK fit the bill.

WHY DID 
YOU 

CHOOSE 
THIS 

PARTICULAR 
BRAND?

“Great! I can’t believe how well. The students 
were so thrilled to receive them. During 
distribution, I noticed that students—especially 
boys, who are said to not like reading as much 
as girls—did not move.” It has enabled the 
teachers to enter grades on time, because 
students use the district portal every night to 
check their grades.

Because Barnes & Noble required the school 
to register, Burnette had to limit her 10 NOOKs 
to teacher use only. Feedback from teachers is 
that the NOOK is difficult to use in class because 
you have to go to a different screen to highlight 
something or take notes. Still, Burnette believes 
it’s a great tool that encourages kids who don’t 
like reading to pick it up. 

HOW ARE 
THEY 

WORKING 
OUT?

Students do math assignments, and everyone 
uses the free Newspapers in Education. 
Thanks to the headphone jack, world-language 
students can hear words’ correct pronunciation 
and build fluency. In other classes, kids take 
notes on the Kindles and print them out later  
to study them. Earth science is using a public-
domain textbook.

“The special-needs classes are using them to 
increase font size and load MP3 books that get 
read to the students. We’re checking out the 
NOOKcolor to see if it will be useful for special 
needs as well.”

ANY NEAT 
THINGS 

TEACHERS 
ARE DOING 

WITH 
THEM?

“Amazon gave us tremendous advice. Our 
students took a survey on reading engagement, 
and it’s our baseline data.” You need a school 
leader to be the driving force, Kelley says. “The 
Kindle’s auditory function and dictionary are 
exciting our students beyond measure.”

Make sure you have an agreement in place, 
Burnette says. She redid hers and spelled 
everything out: the cost of the charger, the cost 
of the case, etc. “Students need to know what 
they are responsible for.”

ANY 
REGRETS 

OR 
ADVICE?

WWW.TECHLEARNING.COM
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HANNIBAL MIDDLE 
SCHOOL
HANNIBAL, MO

SONY READERS (WWW.SONYSTYLE.COM)
WHAT DO 
YOU USE?

Paula Epker, a sixth-grade English and reading 
teacher, thought her classes would enjoy using 
e-readers. Her principal was on board, but 
money was tight. No one else in her district uses 
them, so she decided to start a pilot program.

WHY 
DID YOU 
DECIDE 
TO GET 

E-READERS?

In November she asked for the money to buy 
a couple of Sony Readers through the online 
charity Web site DonorsChoose.org. Since then 
she’s used the site again. Today she has seven 
Sony Readers.

HOW DID 
YOU FUND 

THEM?

“I needed one that wasn’t tied to a store,” 
Epker says. “I liked that the Sony connects to a 
computer to download; that way the kids can’t 
charge new books.” The Sony is comparable to 
her Kindle, she says. “Ours have a touch screen, 
which the kids love. They are very easy to use.”

WHY DID 
YOU 

CHOOSE 
THIS 

PARTICULAR 
BRAND?

Epker discovered that it’s harder for students 
to choose a book without seeing the cover. As 
a result, she printed out front and back covers 
and put them in a binder. Other than that, 
it’s business as usual. Her students take turns 
using the Readers. “We have an extensive class 
library, but we’re running out of room. The 
Readers save so much space. Also, the book 
doesn’t wear out.”

HOW ARE 
THEY 

WORKING 
OUT?

Epker uses the Readers just as she does regular 
books. Her students have an independent 
book out at all times; sometimes it’s paper, 
sometimes it’s electronic. Other teachers have 
begun expressing interest. One has already 
received two e-readers via DonorsChoose.org 
and is asking for more.

ANY NEAT 
THINGS 

TEACHERS 
ARE DOING 

WITH 
THEM?

“Do some planning before handing them out. 
Mine are numbered, and I know which books 
are on each one. You’ll want to catalogue 
everything so you can keep track of it.” 

ANY 
REGRETS 

OR 
ADVICE?

Other E-readers
Augen TheBook e-Reader (www.augenus.com)
Kobo eReader (www.kobobooks.com)
Velocity Micro Cruz Reader (www.cruzreader.com/reader.php)

iPads for 
Everyone
This year the Kodiak Island Borough School District 

in Alaska spent 1.6 million in federal stimulus funds 

to buy 343 iPads for students and 279 for teach-

ers, laptops, servers, professional development, 

and apps. There are now five iPad labs serving the 

K–12 students.

“At East Elementary School, each grade has its 

own apps and Web sites,” says fifth-grade teacher 

Jennifer Warner. “Once a month we sync up the 

newest apps and Web sites so that all the iPads 

have the same things on them.”

Warner’s students made instructional videos 

about using the iPads for the lower grades. In addi-

tion, she invites them to find new apps to use. Three 

students conduct peer reviews; if it’s approved, the 

app is loaded. “When they direct their own learning 

in this way, it’s quite powerful,” Warner says.

John Malloy, who teaches third and fourth grades 

at East Elementary, is enjoying integrating the iPads 

into curricular units. “Students are creating pod-

casts and putting them on the iPads,” he says. 

Malloy gives a weekly half-hour lesson to his 

colleagues before school starts and says teachers 

seem excited about the iPads.

Already the district says that student engagement 

(measured by time on task with iPads versus that 

with regular worksheets) has doubled. “The iPads 

make teachers more efficient because we are reach-

ing kids in more ways and delivering hands-on learn-

ing,” Warner says. “It’s very powerful.”

Students at Kodiak Island Borough School District in Alaska love 
their iPads.
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GUIDANCE SYSTEMS
WWW.CEREBELLUM.COM 
Cerebellum Corporation has created new 
titles to address sensitive issues students 
encounter, such as bullying and harassment, 
sex education, substance abuse, and Internet 
and cell-phone safety. Each Guidance 
System program includes the selected DVD 
along with an extensive workbook for facilitating classroom discussion. 
Price: $79.95 each or $359.95 for all five; see Web site for more 
information
Category: health

JOURN(I)E
HTTP://THINQED.COM
journ(i)e includes two new features: 
Google Docs integration and a new 
Assignments feature that enables 
teachers to easily manage and share 
assignments from their electronic grade books. In addition, for 
teachers who use Pearson’s PowerTeacher Gradebook, journ(i)e 
introduces DirectConnect, a sync option that provides an even more 
seamless experience in grade-book integration. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: productivity

JUMPSTART WORLD OF LEARNING
WWW.JUMPSTART.COM/SCHOOL 
This immersive, fully customiz-
able world for children encourages 
interactivity and play while build-
ing important learning skills, such 
as reading, math, social skills, and 
critical thinking. The characters and 
environments all change and react to 
a child’s progress through the world 
and shift accordingly in real time to reflect seasons and holidays.
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: online learning

LEARN360 AND FILM CLIPS
WWW.LEARN360.COM 
Learn 360 announces its newest con-
tent partner, Film Clips for Character 
Education. More than 100 clips from 
award-winning Hollywood films and 
accompanying teacher guides assist in 
character-education curriculums in all 
grade ranges, from pre-K to high school. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: video/health



THE LIGHTSPEED ROCKET, 
WEB ACCESS MANAGER
WWW.LIGHTSPEEDSYSTEMS.COM  
This product offers 
intelligent features 
for customization, 
granular policy con-
trol, safe Web 2.0 access, mobile filtering, proxy blocking, and 
network threat protection. My Big Campus, one of the key software 
features, integrates online resource management and collaboration 
into the network security suite. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: security

LIGHTSPEED SYSTEMS’ 
WEB ACCESS MANAGER
WWW.LIGHTSPEEDSYSTEMS.COM 
Lightspeed Systems’ Web Access 
Manager with Guide Mobile Filter 
offers intelligent cross-platform 
Internet filtering that enables dis-
tricts to easily extend network 
policies to users and devices off 
the network to maintain security, 
meet CIPA compliance, prevent 
cyberbullying, enforce acceptable-
use policies, and protect students 
from inappropriate content.
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: filtering

MATHEMATICA 8
WWW.WOLFRAM.COM/MATHEMATICA
Mathematica 8 makes it possible 
to enter math or data calculations 
in plain English and get immediate 
answers or start an extensive analy-
sis. It adds a major new end point: 
generation of C code and stand-
alone executables, along with more 
than 500 new functions.
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: math

MYDISCOVER-E.ORG 
MYDISCOVER-E.ORG 
This new Web destination con-
nects users to engineering-related 
resources in their areas through 
maps, event calendars, event search-
es, and an engineer network. It also 
demonstrates the ways in which 
engineering is a creative career 
choice that affects and shapes our 
past, present, and future.
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: STEM

MY VISION VERSION 2.0
WWW.NETOP.COM 
With the release of MyVision ver-
sion 2.0, both MyVision Basic and 
MyVision Free feature integration 
with Active Directory. This new 
feature allows teachers to monitor 
students wherever they choose to 
work—in the library, a study room, 
or an open computer lab. 
Price: $199 for an annual subscrip-
tion (discount information available on Web site)
Category: management 

THE NEA ACADEMY
WWW.NEAACADEMY.COM
The National Education Association 
Academy has partnered with 
UMassOnline, Western Governors 
University, and Walden University to 
provide master’s degrees in education to NEA members. The agree-
ment creates the first master’s degree program offered through 
strategic alliances with the NEA. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: professional development

NOVANET
WWW.PEARSON.COM
Pearson has introduced four new 
STEM courses for NovaNET: Physical 
Science, Earth Science, Chemistry, 
and Algebra 1. All courses feature a 
wealth of lessons, interactive features, and more.
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: STEM

ROOMPRO GLOBAL
WWW.ROOMPROTECH.COM
RoomPro Global is a solution for 
remotely controlling, monitoring, 
and managing classroom AV tech-
nology. It offers classroom access and control for the entire 
RoomPro product line from any Web-enabled computer as a result 
of having been developed on a cloud-computing platform.  
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: AV monitoring

SCIENCE POWER ENHANCEMENTS
WWW.WORLDBOOKONLINE.COM
Designed for students in the upper 
elementary grades, Science Power 
lessons cover all science curriculum 
topics and provide highlighted vocab-
ulary, rich multimedia, custom-made 
animations, and review questions. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: science

WHAT’SNEW
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SOCIAL MEDIA CACHE
WWW.SUPERLUMINAL.COM
The SuperLumin Social 
Media Cache is a new, 
64-bit architecture that 
handles the increasing demand for social-
media Web applications, such as Facebook 
and YouTube. Social media Web applications 
use a redirection model to distribute content, 
which means that the same Web objects 
often originate from different servers with 
different URLs. The SuperLumin Social Media 
Cache can determine if an object has already 
been retrieved from another server and vend 
it from the existing cache inventory. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: networking

SOFTCHALK AND IMS 
LEARNING TOOLS 
INTEROPERABILITY
WWW.SOFTCHALK.COM 
SoftChalk LLC has 
announced its col-
laboration with the 
IMS Learning Tools Interoperability group to 
support a new scoring solution that will work 
directly with learning management systems. 
This solution will use the IMS LTI and Basic 
outcomes framework, which allows remote 
tools and content to be integrated into an LMS. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: interoperability

STRATEGY ZONE
WWW.BRIGHTPOINTLITERACY.COM 
A new digital resource for tar-
geted reading-comprehension 
instruction using interactive 
whiteboards, Strategy Zone 
combines interactive technology and target-
ed comprehension instruction to improve the 
reading of students in grades three and four. 
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: reading 

TURNINGKEY
WWW.TURNINGTECHNOLOGIES.COM
This lightweight appli-
cation is the compa-
ny’s latest addition to 
its suite of interactive 
polling software. It 
allows educators to create digital answer 
keys for new and existing tests and quizzes 
and deliver the self-paced summative assess-
ments to students using ResponseCard NXT.  
Price: Contact company for pricing.
Category: assessment

USERFUL MULTISEAT 
LINUX 2011
WWW.USERFUL.COM/PRODUCTS
USERFUL-MULTISEAT-LINUX
This product turns one Linux computer 
into 10 high-performance independent 
computer stations. 
Price: $59 per seat
Category: virtualization

What do your students know about the 
lesson you’ve just taught? Now you can 
know immediately, with the 2Know!™ 

classroom response system. 

Only 2Know! Gives You All This:

Large LCD screen that displays 
questions and answer choices.

Short-answer functionality deepens 
students’ critical-thinking skills.

MathFacts in a Flash™ software 
helps students master math facts.

Compatibility with Study Island, 
Ignite!™ Learning, PowerZone  
and more. 

Far lower cost than other student 
response systems.

Easy integration with all projectors 
and interactive whiteboards.

Free T-Shirt!
Attend a 2Know Webinar and receive  
a FREE “Know it all” T-shirt!*

Call (866) 846-0763 ref. #16841 or visit 
www.renlearn.com/lp/17731

© 2010 Renaissance Learning, Inc. 

Classroom Response System

Know it all.

*To qualify for a FREE T-shirt you must complete a 2Know! Webinar. 
While supplies last, quantities are limited. One T-shirt per Webinar.



Canon’s REALiS WUX4000 
Installation LCOS Projector 
(www.usa.canon.com) delivers 
higher-than-HD-resolution (1,920 
x 1,200) wide-screen images with 
an aspect ratio of 16:10 and a 
high brightness level, of 4,000 
lumens. It employs Canon’s lat-
est, fourth-generation proprietary 
AISYS-enhanced LCOS optical 
engine, an advanced projection-
display technology that delivers 
crisp, seamless images with intri-
cate detail, high brightness, high 
contrast, and accurate color.

AVerMedia Information, Inc. announces the new AVerComm 
H Series Video Conferencing Solutions (www.averusa.
com). The AVerComm H100 features 720p, high-definition 
quality at full-motion 30-frames-per-second video, 
dual screen display, content sharing, and a professional 
speakerphone. The AVerComm H300 adds multipoint 
capabilities for up to four locations, screen capture, and 
meeting session recording to a USB flash drive.  

Casio released the first in its next-
generation line of graphing calculators, the 
PRIZM (fx-CG10) (www.casioeducation.
com), which has high-resolution color 
LCD and various functions designed to 
assist with math lessons. PRIZM includes 
the Picture Plot*1 function, which enables 
users to plot graphs over curves and 
other familiar real-life shapes, such as the 
parabola of jets in a water fountain. 

Califone’s new Wireless PA Upgrade Kit (www.califone.
com) can switch any system from the 700 MHz band to 
another frequency quickly, making it easier than ever for 
schools to go from a wired PA system to wireless. The kit 
includes a wireless microphone, transmitter, and receiver 
and is simple to install. 

The Kensington ClickSafe Keyed 
Twin Laptop Lock (www.
us.kensington.com) is designed 
for effortless protection of 
computers, peripherals, and 
your business’s most important 
data. The lock attaches to hard-
ware in a single step. ClickSafe 
combines a cable made from 
superior materials and a tam-
per-proof disc-style lock to 
deliver the strongest security 
available in a cable lock. 







Hardware/AV
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Crestron’s DigitalMedia 8G transmitter-switcher, 
matrix switcher input and output cards, and 
receiver–room controller (www.crestron.com) 
deliver true one-wire transport without signal scaling, 
compression, or hardware repeaters. Uncompressed 
digital signals, HDMI, DVI, DisplayPort, Ethernet, and 
USB keyboard and mouse control are seamlessly 
distributed up to 1,000 feet. 

The Epson PowerLite 4100, 4200W, and 
4300 (www.epson.com) offer a wide range 
of combinations of lumens and resolution. 
The PowerLite 4100 and 4200W provide 
4,500 lumens of color and white-light out-
put, and the 4300 offers 5,200 lumens of 
color and white-light output. The 4100 and 
4300 feature XGA resolution, while the 
4200W has WXGA (1,280 x 800) resolution 
to accommodate wide-screen content. 



 MASTER OF EDUCATION
IN INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY

Copyright © 2011 University of Maryland University College

Enroll now.             800-888-UMUC    umuc.edu/learning

STRENGTHEN YOUR TEACHING 
AND THEIR LEARNING WITH TECHNOLOGY.
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Energy Efficiency Education Dashboard 2.0 (www.qagraphics.com) is 
a Web-based device that communicates with a building’s automation 
system or metering device to access real-time data on the building. 
The Data Manager collects the live building data and distributes it 
internally and externally for viewing on the Dashboard. The Dashboard 
consists of a series of graphical user interface screens that creatively 
display the organization’s energy efficiencies and green features. 





The SAMCAM 860 document cam-
era (www.samcam860.com) has a 
6x optical and 8x digital zoom for 
a combined 48x focal length; true 
SXGA display output and record-
ing of movies with audio at 30 fps; 
compatibility with Webcam applica-
tions, such as Skype, GradeCam, and 
Windows Movie Maker; and a built-in 
Macro and Microscope mode.

The PN-L601B touch-screen LCD monitor (www.sharpusa.
com) allows users to display and mark digital images or 
scanned documents for presentation via a bright screen. 
Energy efficient and ENERGY STAR qualified, this model 
is also ideal for a wide array of high-impact digital-signage 
applications. 



Acer’s Aspire TimelineX series provides an 
extended battery life of eight hours, thanks 
to 3M’s multilayered optical films (www.3m.
com). The films brighten the flat-panel dis-
plays used in the Aspire TimelineX series 
and give them wider viewing angles while 
reducing internal components.

Hitachi’s CPWX8 multimedia projector (www.hitachi-america
.us/digitalmedia) weighs less than five pounds and provides 
native WXGA (1,280 x 800) resolution along with 16.7 million 
colors and 2,600 ANSI lumens of brightness. The projector also 
includes HDMI, S-Video and composite video inputs, RGB com-
puter video inputs and outputs, two audio inputs, and an audio 
output. It also features a built-in speaker and offers a host of 
convenience features.
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Bretford (www.bretford.com) introduced two 
affordable carts for general AV equipment. 
Designed for educational environments, the two 
height-adjustable AV carts incorporate two pull-out 
shelves, one for a projector and one for a laptop, 
with room on top for a document camera. The 
A2642DNS has an open shelf design while the 
CA2642DNS has a cabinet base with lockable stor-
age for equipment safety. Their small and compact 
size makes them easy to move and position in mul-
tiple places throughout the classroom. 

The Sanyo Dual Camera PD2 (www.
us.sanyo.com) is about the size of a deck of 
cards and delivers 3x optical zoom for video 
as well as photos. The large display allows 
users to display HD video or still images. 
Sanyo’s built-in software application makes 
it easy to share videos and photos via sites 
like Facebook, YouTube, and Picassa. The 
PD2 captures 10-megapixel digital photos in 
a small pocket camcorder design.

SMART Technologies (www.smart-
tech.com) announces a range of five 
key accessories designed to enhance 
the SMART Board 800 series interac-
tive whiteboard. The SMART Mobile 
Floor Stand and SMART Height-
Adjustable Wall Mount are designed 
to increase mobility and enhance 
accessibility for teachers and stu-
dents. Speakers mount to either the 
wall or the SMART Board 800, and 
CAT 5 to USB extender or wireless 
Bluetooth connection enables teach-
ers to position the teacher’s com-
puter anywhere in the classroom. 




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AEROHIVE
www.aerohive.com 
About Aerohive Networks: Aerohive unleashes the 

potential of enterprise Wi-Fi, enabling customers 

to stop buying copper, to move applications to the 

air, and to maximize workforce productivity. The 

company’s award-winning cooperative architecture 

eliminates costly controllers, saving money and 

providing unprecedented resiliency, up to 10X 

better application performance, and an opportunity 

to start small and expand without limitations. Visit 

Us at FETC Booth #335 and TCEA Booth # 504 - 

and enter to win an iPad!

CTB/MCGRAW-HILL
CTB.com/Acuity
Deliver Individual Results for Individual Students

The award-winning Acuity® InFormative 

Assessment™ solution is a tightly integrated system 

of assessments, reports, instructional resources, 

and customization opportunities that help you 

deliver better, more informed instruction for 

every student.  A robust portfolio of professional 

development and client support options gives you 

practical guidance in translating student data into 

results. Visit us online and discover how Acuity is 

boosting achievement and learning for educators 

and students nationwide.

ENTOURAGE SYSTEMS, INC.
www.enTourageeDGe.com
Lighten your load while taking your schoolwork to 

a new level. The enTourage eDGe dualbook (10” 

LCD and 9.7” E-Ink screen) and the Pocket eDGe 

(7Ð LCD and 6Ð E-Ink screen) offer the space-

saving, back-saving combination of a Penabled® 

e-reader and a touch screen tablet Ð allowing you 

to read, write, and surf.  Using the included stylus, 

take notes, highlight and add attachments to 

e-books, while surfing the web, listening to music 

or checking email.

IGNITE! LEARNING
www.ignitelearning.com
Ignite! Learning offers the leading whole-class 

digital content solution for middle school math, 

science, and social studies. Partnerships with 

Renaissance Learning, SMART, and Promethean 

allow Ignite! teachers to fuse formative 

assessment with interactive multimedia lessons 

to bring joy and success to teaching and learning. 

Ignite! is committed to enhancing local instruction, 

offering services to embed your district’s scope 

and sequence, and as evidenced by the fact 

Ignite! is the only digital curriculum officially 

correlated to CSCOPE.

LANSCHOOL 
TECHNOLOGIES, LLC
http://www.lanschool.com
Computers are amazing educational tools, but can 

also be a huge distraction to students.  LanSchool 

improves learning in a lab, laptop cart or 1:1 

environment with an inexpensive, reliable software 

solution. With LanSchool, the teacher can remove 

distractions, demonstrate skills, monitor and 

assess student progress. LanSchool v7.5 is the 

latest version of the award winning software and 

works cross platform on PCs, Macs, Thin Clients 

and even iPads!

RM EDUCATION
www.rmeducation.com
For over 35 years, RM has been a worldwide leader 

in developing outstanding technology tools and 

services that engage students, inspire learning and 

provide teachers and administrators with the tools 

to make timely instructional decisions to support 

student learning.  Our solutions are designed 

specifically for the K-12 classroom and are scalable, 

enabling schools to add components as desired 

or bundled into a customized solution that will 

maximize your technology investment.  RM delivers 

what matters.

SAFARI MONTAGE
www.safarimontage.com
FETC booth # 921 | TCEA booth 
#929
SAFARI Montage is the total solution for K-12 

Digital Media Management and Distribution. 

The full suite of integrated products provides a 

single interface for accessing all visual resources 

from inside the district intranet or from home. 

This enterprise solution is designed to cut costs 

for school districts utilizing intelligent digital 

media solutions to replace traditional methods. 

SAFARI Montage gives System Administrators 

tools to intelligently manage all digital media, 

and provides Curriculum Directors with quality 

instructional resources.
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Discover how smarter communication will change the way you teach and interact in the 

classroom.  Record classes and access content from home.  Simultaneously collaborate with 

multiple schools across the nation.  Take your students on interactive virtual field trips. 

There are no service contracts or hidden fees, and our included 2-year warranty lasts twice as 

long as that of our competition.  This makes our solution affordable on any budget while still 

providing peace of mind when it comes to quality and reliability.  

To learn more or request a product demo, visit us at tl.averusa.com/communication

Distance learning
just got closer!

Premium features

Affordable quality

Outstanding warranty and service

AVerComm HD video conferencing solutions from AVerMedia

© Copyright 2011, AVerMedia Technologies, Inc. All rights reserved.



You may not have super speed  
or x-ray vision, but the difference  
you make every day is  
nothing short of amazing.

Max Harris
Undercover Identity: High school teacher

Super Power: Putting a college education 
within reach for every student using 
NovaNET® Courseware.

Copyright © 2010 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved. 103708

Join us at Title I for a hero’s welcome.(no cape required)

Bring this ad to Pearson booth 176/177 
for a special heroes-only gift!

Pearson Digital Learning’s Heroes of Education Expo at Title I
Wednesday, February 2, 5:30PM - 7:30PM

Embassy Suites Tampa – Downtown Convention Center, Skyway Meeting Room
RSVP by January 28th at www.PearsonSchool.com/HeroesOfEd


